
Update #15: 
22nd & 29th
July

You can find all the information about our appeal, the work being done,
articles and video updates on the Ukraine Appeal section of our website
here.

If you don't already receive these updates directly, and would like to,
please click here. Also, if you would like to get more frequent but short
message updates via WhatsApp, you can subscribe here.

 

Thank you again to everyone who has been praying for
Vitalii & Liudmyla Mariash, after Vitalii was asked to
report to the military office. Vitalii is due to report again
to the military office on 1st August, and will probably find
when and in what capacity he is expected to join the
military, either as a soldier or chaplain.

Please do pray for Vitalii, and also for Liudmyla who has
been working tirelessly in support of refugees both in
Chernivtsi and Kyiv, and feels exhausted. She is currently
in Italy with the children to spend some time with her 2
sisters. Please do pray for rest and recuperation.

 

Short video update from Vitalii Mariash
in Kyiv, sharing a few prayer requests.

 

This week we heard again from Oksana in the Osnova church in
Kharkiv (see the article about her here).  We hadn't heard from
her for a while, and she explained that she'd been very sick as
the  result of injuries she received and difficulties with doctors,
and is preparing for surgery in a month. She began her message
saying, "We are alive, Praise God, and all members of our church
are alive."  

She continued, "We help evacuate people from the zone where
shelling continues (less than 10 km to the Russian border) and
also bring food packages with personal hygiene products. In
Kharkiv, attacks every day are especially brutal for the last two
months. At night, because of rockets, there is a lot of noise and
whistling that makes it impossible to sleep." 

This gives a vivid and chilling picture of what it is like for
the millions of Ukrainians still within the warzone - but it
is also testimony to those like Oksana and her husband
Vladimir, and many other Christians, who have chosen to
stay to support others. 

Perhaps the greatest concern continues to be for the
people trapped within Russian-occupied territories. As 
Pastor Benjamin Morrison reminded us recently, 'You have
heard and seen about Bucha. There are a thousand
Bucha's right now in Ukraine.' There are still people 
escaping from occupied areas, like Kherson, bringing
traumatic stories of deprivation, disappearances and
brutality. 

Over 1.8 million Ukrainians are now refugees in Russia, a
number which has been growing rapidly. Many of these
are voluntary exiles, but the fear is that many also are
forced, with widespread forced adoption of children.

Oksana, from the Osnova Church in
Kharkiv

In Kyiv, even though it is still dangerous
and under occasional missile attack, the
city continues to see large numbers of
displaced people coming to find
temporary shelter. As Vitalii reminded
us (see his video update above), the
biggest challenges are accommodation
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Open air service at Vitalii Mariash's church in Kyiv last
week for refugees. More than 300 people attend each

week.

and jobs. 100s come to his church for
support and aid each week, and they
hand out aid packages and spend time
listening to and supporting refugees. 

But every food package gives an
opportunity for the gospel, and every
week over 300 come and hear the
gospel in the open-air. The baptismal
class is growing, and they are
constantly asking us to send them more
bibles and Christian literature.

We also had an update last week from Mihai Chisari,
pastor of the Imago Dei Church in Chișinău. Mihai gave us
a fascinating insight into how they were tackling the
challenge of continuing to minister to 100's of refugees
who were being supported by the church, whilst also
ministering to their local congregation and reaching out
with the gospel to Moldovans, from a small congregation
of about 30 people.

For a small church in a country with a tiny number of
evangelical Christians, they have an astonishing ministry
to young people, and recently held a camp for 13-17
year-olds, including a number of Ukrainian children. 
Perhaps the most encouraging thing is the weekly bible
study they have with a group of teenage girls, which
doubled in size after the camp.

 

Pastor Mihai Chisari of Imago Dei church
Chișinău, Moldova

 

Donations Received: 
£980,000 has been received since the start of the appeal.

Funds Disbursed: 
£804,000 has been disbursed since the start of the appeal. 

68% to Ukraine
21% to Moldova
6% to Poland
4% to Romania
1% for across Italy, Hungary, Spain and literature from UK

It was good to see the shipment of clothing finally get
through customs, and put to use in Mihai Chisari's church
in Chisinau. The shipment was brought together by EMF
Missionary Antonis Topaloglou and his family in
Thessaloniki, in support of the Ukrainian refugees.

As described in previous reports, we're planning to send
fewer shipments in the near future, so that we can
continue to support as many churches as possible in
Ukraine, Poland, Moldova and Romania, for as long as
possible with direct payments, whereby they can buy local
supplies. However, it's a joy to be working with our
friends in other UK mission organisations to help them
send shipments into Ukraine.

Clothes sent from the church in
Thessaloniki being used to support

refugees in Chișinău, Moldova

We've also just given the go-ahead to Krzysztof Rutkowski in Poland to get another 2,500 copies of
the New Testament and Psalms in Ukrainian printed, for shipment into Ukraine (again, working with
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https://youtu.be/HUzMIHERNfg


other UK mission organisations to fund this), as well as investigating options with the Ukrainian Bible
Society to get Bibles supplied as cheaply as possible in Ukraine. 

For more details of how we are working to make effective use of the generous
donations entrusted to us, please click here.

Donate

Or click here
 

Phil Dunn
(EMF Northern Ireland Representative)

Martin Tatham
(EMF Church Partnership Coordinator)
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