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Please join us this coming Monday
11th April for a special webinar:
 

UKRAINE: 46 Days of Human
Suffering and God's Sovereignty

1930 - 2030 BST
Zoom meeting ID: 
345 755 8772 

No need to register - please pass this
invitation onto friends, and join us on
Monday. For more details, click here.

If you are in a position to offer accommodation to a Ukrainian
refugee, please do consider registering with our Cross Connect
Ukraine linking scheme , run jointly with our friends in the Slavic
Gospel Association. We're already seeing many Christian hosts
and Ukrainian refugees register, and we're beginning to find
matches.  

 

 

The response to our appeal for help and advice from people
working in Oncology was heart-warming - as we sought a way
forward to secure cancer treatment for Andrii and Yolanta Kaustov
(see article about them here). Many thanks to those who got in
touch and provided such excellent input and generous offers of
help. We are now looking to bring them to Belfast, under the
Homes for Ukraine visa scheme, with Christian hosts in the city
near to the cancer treatment centre. 
But please do pray for the Lord's provision in this as there are still
many hurdles to navigate, not  least of which is getting the visas.

 

 

The pictures and stories in the news from places such as Bucha
and Borodianka, from where the Russians have withdrawn, have
been more harrowing than any we've seen so far. And they portray
in visible way what is behind the the trauma and heartbreak
witnessed much more widely by those caring for refugees in
Ukraine and beyond.
The consistent message from our network of churches and workers
across Ukraine, Moldova, Poland, Romania and Hungary is that the
refugees now coming to them are more traumatised than those
who came before. They are the ones who have stayed in the
warzone longer, often have less money or simply nowhere to go,
and have been brought to the point of desperation.

The UNHCR now says that more than a quarter of the population of Ukraine have been forced to
flee their homes. This includes more than 4.3 million who have left the country, but over 7 million
who have been displaced within Ukraine. And last week, the deputy prime minister, Iryna Vereshchuk,
urged civilians to leave the East of the country “while the opportunity still exists”, so the West of the
country, as well as Poland and Moldova, must be bracing themselves for the next big wave of
refugees. How can a country continue to function with such an enormous proportion of displaced
people? 
And so we are being increasingly asked by our partner churches to bring supplies into the country  -
food, hygiene products, medicines, clothing, etc. while they focus on distributing this to the East and
South of the country. The self-sacrificial work of Christians we're working with, many of whom are
willing to do increasingly frequent trips in vans taking aid to the East, and bringing back refugees, is a
real testimony to the grace of God in their lives.  One man, Staszek will be taking a van load of
supplies on Saturday 9th April from Warsaw to Kharkiv, in the heart of the northern warzone (for
more details, read this article here). Please pray for him and his Ukrainian co-driver Sergiej in this
dangerous journey. 
But pray for evangelical Christians working tirelessly on the front line, that in the midst of providing
all they can in physical support for refugees, they would also have opportunity to share the Gospel,
and meet the greatest need of people, the need of salvation.

 

 

Donations Received: 
£619,000 has been received since the start of the appeal.

Funds Disbursed: 
£206,000 has been disbursed since the start of the appeal. 

48% to Ukraine
34% to Moldova
11% to Poland
6% to Romania
0.9% for literature from UK (Ultimate Questions)
0.4% to Italy
0.1% to Hungary

On Friday 8th we saw our first lorryload of aid supplies being transported from Lublin (eastern Poland)
to Ternopil - and around 70% of this will then be distributed to evangelical churches in the East and
South of the country. (Our previous shipment had been from Netherlands, from where we could
source items such as generators and bulk medical supplies). We expect to make this a regular
shipment going forward, as the need for external supplies grows. See more details in the next
section.
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A further significant item of spend this week has been the purchase of an additional minibus for
Volodia Kostyshyn and the Grace Church, Ternopil, bought in Germany, specially adapted for
wheelchair use, as they care for an increasing number of refugees with disabilities and relying on
wheelchairs. 
Literature: Also last week we ordered 4,000 copies of John Blanchard's "Ultimate Questions" booklet
in Ukrainian and 2,000 copies in Russian from 10ofThose, to be dispatched to Lublin, from where we
will be taking them to Ternopil. From here, Volodia Kostyshyn will be distributing these for use around
the country.
You can find an interactive map of all the work which your donations are being used to support
here. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has donated. 100% of donations will be passed through to
support refugee work in the region. 

Donate

Or click here

 

 

Our Approach is to work through our network of missionaries,
their churches and sister evangelical churches to distribute support
for refugees. In the past week we have not brought in any new
partners directly, but have seen the network of evangelical
churches in the East and South of Ukraine served by our partner
churches grow significantly. 

Our Priorities to date have been primarily focused on providing
support to and through our partner churches on the front line of
providing emergency support to refugees. This is both with
financial help, enabling them to buy local resources, but also and
increasingly with external supplies, as well as with the purchase of
vans and minibuses.

We are increasingly making use of Ternopil as a hub, from
which to distribute supplies of all types. The churches in
Ternopil have formed a very effective team. Volodia
Kostyshyn yesterday shared some rough figures with us
to show that the group of Ternopil evangelical churches
had supported over 90 churches across the country, and
helped around 100,000 refugees, some with
accommodation, others with supplies, others with
transport to leave the country. And your donations have
played a vital part in this. It's a large number, but sadly
dwarfed by the overall scale of the problem.
As mentioned above, we sent out our first lorryload of aid
supplies being transported from Lublin to Ternopil. We're
hoping to optimise the cost of transport and supplies,
bringing these from eastern Poland - but we may still
need to bring some supplies from from Netherlands.
Jaroslaw and Natalia Lukasik, to whom we connected via
the European Leadership Forum, have done a great job of
managing these supplies. We expect to make this a
regular shipment going forward, as the need for external
supplies grows. 

 

 
Our first lorryload of supplies, leaving
Lublin for Ternopil. In the picture are

our friends from Christians for Ukraine
who organised the supply and transport,
with Natalia and Jaroslaw Lukasik on the

far left and far right.

In general, only 30% of those supplies will be used in the Ternopil area, and 70% sent to churches in
Kyiv, Kharkiv, Chernihiv, Sumy, Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhia and Chernivtsi.
Pal & Anna Borzasi in Romania are continuing to work hard along with Pastor Simon Gay in the UK, an
EMF Trustee and tireless worker in our Ukraine work, to send a shipment of clothing from Romania to
Mihai Chisari in Moldova where clothing is in short supply. 

 

 
Each week, our friend Evgenii Lvov and others

from the Baburka evangelical church in
Zaporizhzhia transport vanloads of supplies from

Lviv to their home city, over 1,000km

 

 
And on the way back they bring families of

refugees. Zaporizhzhia is just north of Mariupol.

For more details of how we are working, to make effective use of the
generous donations entrusted to us, please click here.

 

 

Ola and the Zagórna 10 Refugee Centre in Warsaw
The name and face of Aleksandra Cybula (or ‘Ola’) started to
appear in photos and in messages on the screens of our EMF
Ukraine task force just after the war began in Ukraine. You might
never guess that Ola is a mum to 3 children: Natan (11) Esterka
(9) and Sara (4). Sister to our EMF missionary Adam Urban,
(Siedlce, Poland) Ola and husband Sławomir had registered with
the Polish authorities to have a Ukrainian family in their home as
soon as refugees began to arrive in the country. She tells us the
exciting story of how she (with no previous experience) and others
in their congregation set up a refugee centre in their church
‘Zagórna10’ in central Warsaw. As Ola says ‘Our church had to
become a functioning hotel in a matter of days. We made our
storage rooms into sleeping rooms and cafeterias’.

The refugees are in a poor state when they arrive, as Ola
remarks:
‘There are people among the refugees who are willing to
help and ask what they can do, but most of them need to
rest and sleep - even during the day - and collect their
thoughts - what next? Some are terrified and want to
return to Ukraine. They are overwhelmed with fear. We
do what we can to calm them down and meet their most
basic needs, like a change of shoes, clean underwear,
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medicines, and restorative sleep. More and more people
have symptoms of exhaustion and fear. Going down to
the bunkers every night and hiding in cold shelters during
every bomb alarm lowers immunity significantly. Children
also need care. We have made a playroom where they
have toys, art materials and their mothers often sleep -
they are so tired, stressed, and exhausted from the
journey - so then there the children are left without any
concern about safety. We also have to take care of them
while their moms gather strength’.
 
Read more about Ola and the work in Zagórna 10
here. 

Ola Cybula is the coordinator of the
refugee support work at the Zagórna 10
evangelical church in Warsaw, and she

shows us around the set-up in the
church to give a temporary home to

refugees. 

Phil Dunn
(EMF Northern Ireland Representative)

Martin Tatham
(EMF Church Partnership Coordinator)
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