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Species Likelihood of Occurrence Assessment

Key

Likelihood of Occurrence Criteria

Known Suitable habitat present in the study area. Recently recorded (less than 
20 years) and/or extant within and/or immediately adjacent to the Study 
Area.

Likely Suitable habitat exists within or adjacent to the Study Area, though there 
are no records within or immediately adjacent the area.

Study area occurs within the known distribution of the species and recent 
records exist in close proximity (in the context of the species’ mobility).

Possible Not recorded within or in close proximity to the Study Area, though 
suitable habitat exists. Study area is within the known or predicted 
distribution of the species.

Alternatively, if marginal habitat exists in the study area, recent records are 
known in close proximity to the study area.

Unlikely No suitable habitat within or immediately adjacent to the Study Area.

Study area is not within the known or predicted distribution of the 
species.

OR, with consideration of the size of impact area and species ecology, 
targeted surveys (or several other ecology surveys) have not detected the 
species despite suitable habitat being present.

Transient Species considered to be a rare visitor to the area. Species is considered 
highly mobile (i.e. large home ranges). Species is unlikely to be 
permanently established in the area.
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QLD Status

E endangered

V vulnerable

NT near threatened

LC east concern

NSW Status

V vulnerable

E  endangered / critically endangered

Commonwealth Status

CD  Conservation Dependent (Commonwealth EPBC Act 1999)

CE  Critically Endangered (Commonwealth EPBC Act 1999)

E Endangered (Commonwealth EPBC Act 1999)

Mi  Listed Migratory Species (Commonwealth EPBC Act 1999)

Mar  Listed Marine Species (Commonwealth EPBC Act 1999)

V Vulnerable (Commonwealth EPBC Act 1999) 



116 Gold Coast Airport | Major Development Plan

Kingdom Scientific Name Common Name Qld 
Status

NSW 
Status

Comm. 
status Type Preferred Habitat Known Distribution Reference Likelihood of Occurrence in 

the Localiser Footprint
Likelihood of Occurrence in 
the 300m Runway Strip

Plantae Acacia baueri subsp. 
Baueri

Tiny Wattle V Plant Acacia baueri subsp. baueri is found 
on infertile and often seasonally 
waterlogged sands in coastal heath 
(wallum) habitat and adjacent plateaus 
and low open woodland.

Unknown endemicity. Wetland Info (Qld) Not relevant, as this species is not listed 
as a significant species in NSW.

Possible – suitable habitat exists.

Animalia Actitis hypoleucos Common Sandpiper Ma, Mi Bird The species utilises a wide range of 
coastal wetlands and some inland 
wetlands, with varying levels of salinity, 
and is mostly found around muddy 
margins or rocky shores and rarely on 
mudflats. The Common Sandpiper 
has been recorded in estuaries and 
deltas of streams, as well as on banks 
farther upstream; around lakes, pools, 
billabongs, reservoirs, dams and 
claypans, and occasionally piers and 
jetties. The muddy margins utilised 
by the species are often narrow, and 
may be steep. The species is often 
associated with mangroves, and 
sometimes found in areas of mud 
littered with rocks or snag.

Found along all coastlines of Australia and in 
many areas inland.

SPRAT Possible - known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - due to habitat preference.

Animalia Amaurornis olivaceus Bush-hen V Bird Occurs in a variety of coastal wetlands 
from mangroves, lagoons and swamps, 
to river margins and creeks running 
through rainforest. It has also been 
recorded away from water in dense low 
vegetation, including Bladey Grass and 
the introduced Lantana.

Coastal northern Australia and through eastern 
Queensland to the NSW north coast.

State Forests of NSW 
(1995); Pizzey & 
Knight(2003)

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. Species previously recorded 
in vicinity of site.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Anseranas 
semipalmata

Magpie Goose V Ma Bird Rush and sedge dominated swamps 
and floodplains.

Restricted to coastal areas of southern 
Queensland and northern NSW.

Pizzey & Knight(2003) Possible – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Apus	pacificus Fork-tailed Swift Ma, Mi Bird  In NSW, the Fork-tailed Swift is 
recorded in all regions. Many records 
occur east of the Great Divide.

They mostly occur over dry or open habitats, 
including riparian woodland and tea-tree 
swamps, low scrub, heathland or saltmarsh.

SPRAT Possible - though the Fork-tailed Swift is 
almost exclusively aerial.

Possible - though the Fork-tailed Swift is 
almost exclusively aerial.

Animalia Ardea ibis Cattle Egret Ma, Mi Bird Inhabits a variety of wetlands. Wide distribution throughout mainland Australia 
and Tasmania.

Pizzey & Knight(2003) Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Ardea modesta / 
alba

Eastern Great Egret Ma, Mi Bird Inhabits a variety of wetlands. Wide distribution throughout mainland Australia 
and Tasmania.

Pizzey & Knight(2003) Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area.

Possible – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area.

Animalia Arenaria interpres Ruddy Turnstone Ma, Mi Bird In Australia, Ruddy Turnstones are 
widespread around the coast of the 
mainland and off-shore islands.

They are mainly found on exposed rocks or 
reefs, often with shallow pools, and on beaches. 
In the north, they are found in a wider range of 
habitats, including mudflats.

Birds in Backyards Possible - due to habitat preference. Not 
originally included in Maunsell|AECOM 
assessment (2007a). Known to inhabit 
the Tweed River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Plantae Blandfordia 
grandiflora

Christmas Bells E Plant Grows in damp sandy and/or peaty soils 
in coastal and tableland areas.

North from the Hawkesbury River area and 
inland to Glen Innes district.

National Herbarium 
of NSW

N/A - as this species is not considered 
significant in NSW.

Known to occur in one area within the 
300m runway strip.

Animalia Botaurus poiciloptilus Australian Bittern E E Bird The Australasian Bittern requires shallow 
water, less than 30 cm deep with 
medium to low density reeds, grasses 
or shrubs for foraging. It needs deeper 
water with medium to high density 
reeds, rushes or sedges for nesting. It is 
largely recorded in freshwater wetlands 
and, rarely, in estuaries or tidal wetlands.

In Queensland, the bittern occurs in the far 
south-east; it has been reported north to 
Baralaba and west to Wyandra, although in 
most years it is probably confined to a few 
coastal swamps. Today, it is rarely recorded 
in Queensland, and possibly survives only in 
protected areas such as the Cooloola and Fraser 
regions.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Burhinus grallarius Bush Stone-curlew E Bird Open woodland with fallen branches, 
leaf litter, sparse grass and timber 
along water courses; sandy scrub near 
beaches and mangrove fringes.

Australia, general distribution. Pizzey, G. and Knight, 
F. (2003)

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Calidris acuminata Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper

Ma, Mi Bird Throughout Australia. The Sharp-tailed Sandpiper prefers the grassy 
edges of shallow inland freshwater wetlands. 
It is also found around sewage farms, flooded 
fields, mudflats, mangroves, rocky shores and 
beaches.

Birds in Backyards Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. Not originally included in 
Maunsell|AECOM assessment (2007a).

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Calidris alba Sanderling V Ma, Mi Bird Sanderlings occur around Australia, 
mainly along the northern and eastern 
coasts.

The Sanderling prefers open sandy beaches 
exposed to open sea-swell, exposed sandbars 
and spits.

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 
Threatened Species 
Information

Possible - known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.
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Kingdom Scientific Name Common Name Qld 
Status

NSW 
Status

Comm. 
status Type Preferred Habitat Known Distribution Reference Likelihood of Occurrence in 

the Localiser Footprint
Likelihood of Occurrence in 
the 300m Runway Strip

Plantae Acacia baueri subsp. 
Baueri

Tiny Wattle V Plant Acacia baueri subsp. baueri is found 
on infertile and often seasonally 
waterlogged sands in coastal heath 
(wallum) habitat and adjacent plateaus 
and low open woodland.

Unknown endemicity. Wetland Info (Qld) Not relevant, as this species is not listed 
as a significant species in NSW.

Possible – suitable habitat exists.

Animalia Actitis hypoleucos Common Sandpiper Ma, Mi Bird The species utilises a wide range of 
coastal wetlands and some inland 
wetlands, with varying levels of salinity, 
and is mostly found around muddy 
margins or rocky shores and rarely on 
mudflats. The Common Sandpiper 
has been recorded in estuaries and 
deltas of streams, as well as on banks 
farther upstream; around lakes, pools, 
billabongs, reservoirs, dams and 
claypans, and occasionally piers and 
jetties. The muddy margins utilised 
by the species are often narrow, and 
may be steep. The species is often 
associated with mangroves, and 
sometimes found in areas of mud 
littered with rocks or snag.

Found along all coastlines of Australia and in 
many areas inland.

SPRAT Possible - known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - due to habitat preference.

Animalia Amaurornis olivaceus Bush-hen V Bird Occurs in a variety of coastal wetlands 
from mangroves, lagoons and swamps, 
to river margins and creeks running 
through rainforest. It has also been 
recorded away from water in dense low 
vegetation, including Bladey Grass and 
the introduced Lantana.

Coastal northern Australia and through eastern 
Queensland to the NSW north coast.

State Forests of NSW 
(1995); Pizzey & 
Knight(2003)

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. Species previously recorded 
in vicinity of site.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Anseranas 
semipalmata

Magpie Goose V Ma Bird Rush and sedge dominated swamps 
and floodplains.

Restricted to coastal areas of southern 
Queensland and northern NSW.

Pizzey & Knight(2003) Possible – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Apus	pacificus Fork-tailed Swift Ma, Mi Bird  In NSW, the Fork-tailed Swift is 
recorded in all regions. Many records 
occur east of the Great Divide.

They mostly occur over dry or open habitats, 
including riparian woodland and tea-tree 
swamps, low scrub, heathland or saltmarsh.

SPRAT Possible - though the Fork-tailed Swift is 
almost exclusively aerial.

Possible - though the Fork-tailed Swift is 
almost exclusively aerial.

Animalia Ardea ibis Cattle Egret Ma, Mi Bird Inhabits a variety of wetlands. Wide distribution throughout mainland Australia 
and Tasmania.

Pizzey & Knight(2003) Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Ardea modesta / 
alba

Eastern Great Egret Ma, Mi Bird Inhabits a variety of wetlands. Wide distribution throughout mainland Australia 
and Tasmania.

Pizzey & Knight(2003) Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area.

Possible – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area.

Animalia Arenaria interpres Ruddy Turnstone Ma, Mi Bird In Australia, Ruddy Turnstones are 
widespread around the coast of the 
mainland and off-shore islands.

They are mainly found on exposed rocks or 
reefs, often with shallow pools, and on beaches. 
In the north, they are found in a wider range of 
habitats, including mudflats.

Birds in Backyards Possible - due to habitat preference. Not 
originally included in Maunsell|AECOM 
assessment (2007a). Known to inhabit 
the Tweed River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Plantae Blandfordia 
grandiflora

Christmas Bells E Plant Grows in damp sandy and/or peaty soils 
in coastal and tableland areas.

North from the Hawkesbury River area and 
inland to Glen Innes district.

National Herbarium 
of NSW

N/A - as this species is not considered 
significant in NSW.

Known to occur in one area within the 
300m runway strip.

Animalia Botaurus poiciloptilus Australian Bittern E E Bird The Australasian Bittern requires shallow 
water, less than 30 cm deep with 
medium to low density reeds, grasses 
or shrubs for foraging. It needs deeper 
water with medium to high density 
reeds, rushes or sedges for nesting. It is 
largely recorded in freshwater wetlands 
and, rarely, in estuaries or tidal wetlands.

In Queensland, the bittern occurs in the far 
south-east; it has been reported north to 
Baralaba and west to Wyandra, although in 
most years it is probably confined to a few 
coastal swamps. Today, it is rarely recorded 
in Queensland, and possibly survives only in 
protected areas such as the Cooloola and Fraser 
regions.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Burhinus grallarius Bush Stone-curlew E Bird Open woodland with fallen branches, 
leaf litter, sparse grass and timber 
along water courses; sandy scrub near 
beaches and mangrove fringes.

Australia, general distribution. Pizzey, G. and Knight, 
F. (2003)

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Calidris acuminata Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper

Ma, Mi Bird Throughout Australia. The Sharp-tailed Sandpiper prefers the grassy 
edges of shallow inland freshwater wetlands. 
It is also found around sewage farms, flooded 
fields, mudflats, mangroves, rocky shores and 
beaches.

Birds in Backyards Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. Not originally included in 
Maunsell|AECOM assessment (2007a).

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Calidris alba Sanderling V Ma, Mi Bird Sanderlings occur around Australia, 
mainly along the northern and eastern 
coasts.

The Sanderling prefers open sandy beaches 
exposed to open sea-swell, exposed sandbars 
and spits.

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 
Threatened Species 
Information

Possible - known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.
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Kingdom Scientific Name Common Name Qld 
Status

NSW 
Status

Comm. 
status Type Preferred Habitat Known Distribution Reference Likelihood of Occurrence in 

the Localiser Footprint
Likelihood of Occurrence in 
the 300m Runway Strip

Animalia Calidris canutus Red Knot Ma, Mi Bird In Australasia the Red Knot mainly 
inhabit intertidal mudflats, sandflats and 
sandy beaches of sheltered coasts, 
in estuaries, bays, inlets, lagoons and 
harbours; sometimes on sandy ocean 
beaches or shallow pools on exposed 
wave-cut rock platforms or coral reefs. 
They are occasionally seen on terrestrial 
saline wetlands near the coast, such 
as lakes, lagoons, pools and pans, 
and recorded on sewage ponds and 
saltworks, but rarely use freshwater 
swamps. They rarely use inland lakes 
or swamps. 

Coastal areas. SPRAT Possible - known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Calidris ferruginea Curlew Sandpiper E Ma, Mi Bird Curlew Sandpipers mainly occur on 
intertidal mudflats in sheltered coastal 
areas, such as estuaries, bays, inlets 
and lagoons, and also around non-tidal 
swamps, lakes and lagoons near the 
coast, and ponds in saltworks and 
sewage farms. They are also recorded 
inland, though less often, including 
around ephemeral and permanent lakes, 
dams, waterholes and bore drains, 
usually with bare edges of mud or sand. 
They occur in both fresh and brackish 
waters. Occasionally they are recorded 
around floodwaters.

Coastal areas. Possible - known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Calidris	ruficollis Red-necked Stint Ma, Mi Bird Found widely in Australia, except in the 
arid inland.

In Australia, Red-necked Stints are found on 
the coast, in sheltered inlets, bays, lagoons, 
estuaries, intertidal mudflats and protected 
sandy or coral-lined shores.

Birds in Backyards Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. Not originally included in 
Maunsell|AECOM assessment (2007a).

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Calidris tenuirostris Great Knot V Ma, Mi Bird Occurs within sheltered, coastal habitats 
containing large, intertidal mudflats 
or sandflats, including inlets, bays, 
harbours,estuaries and lagoons. 

Recorded predominately in coastal areas 
throughout Australia, including the coastal 
islands of Tasmania.

Slater et al. (1992) Possible - known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Calyptorhynchus 
lathami

Glossy Black-
Cockatoo

V V Bird Lower rainfall drysclerophyll forest on 
flat ground containing Allocasuarina 
torulosa, A. verticillata or A.littoralis.

From central Queensland to Victoria. State Forests of NSW 
(1995); Pizzey & 
Knight(2003)

Likely – species recorded foraging 
adjacent to the study area.

Likely – species recorded foraging 
adjacent to the study area.

Animalia Carterornis leucotis White-eared 
Monarch

V Bird Rainforest margins and regrowth, 
sense scrubs along streams, paperbark 
forests, mangroves, adjacent eucalypt 
forests.

Coastal Mainland Australia and Tasmania. Pizzey and Knight 2003 Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Chalinolobus 
nigrogriseus

Hoary Wattled Bat V Mammal In NSW the Hoary Wattled Bat occurs 
in dry open eucalypt forests, favouring 
forests dominated by Spotted Gum, 
boxes and ironbarks, and in healthy 
coastal forests where Red Bloodwood 
and Scribbly Gum are common.

Widely distributed across northern Australia 
although absent from the arid centre. In north 
east NSW it reaches the lower Clarence and 
Richmond River areas, extending from near 
Murwillumbah in the north, and in the south 
between Grafton and Coffs Harbour.

Churchill (1998) Unlikely – recorded throughout the 
locality, though limited habitat available in 
the localiser footprint.

Unlikely – recorded throughout the 
locality, though limited habitat available in 
the 300m runway strip.

Animalia Charadrius bicinctus Double-banded 
Plover

Ma, Mi Bird  In Australia, the Double-banded Plover 
is found mainly on the east coast and in 
Tasmania. 

The Double-banded Plover is found on littoral, 
estuarine and fresh or saline terrestrial wetlands 
and also saltmarsh, grasslands and pasture.

SPRAT Possible – due to habitat preference. Not 
originally included in Maunsell|AECOM 
assessment (2007a). Known to inhabit 
the Tweed River Estuary.

Possible – due to habitat preference. Not 
originally included in Maunsell|AECOM 
assessment (2007a). Known to inhabit 
the Tweed River Estuary.

Animalia Charadrius 
leschenaultii

Greater Sand-plover V Ma, Mi Bird Almost entirely restricted to coastal 
areas in NSW, occurring mainly on 
sheltered sandy, shelly or muddy 
beaches or estuaries with large intertidal 
mudflats or sandbanks.

The species is apparently rare on the east 
coast, being found usually singularly. In NSW, 
the species has been recorded between 
the northern rivers and the Illawarra, with 
most records coming from the Clarence and 
Richmond estuaries.

Pizzey, G. and Knight, 
F. (2003)

Possible - known to enhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Charadrius mongolus Lesser Sand-plover V Ma, Mi Bird The Lesser Sand Plover breeds in 
eastern Siberia, southern Mongolia, 
western China and the Himalayas. The 
species then migrates to the coasts 
of eastern and southern Africa, the 
Middle East, India, South-East Asia and 
Australia.

In Australia, the species is known to favour 
coastal environments including beaches, 
mudflats and mangroves.

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 
Threatened Species 
Information; Pringle 
(1987)

Possible - known to enhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Crinia tinnula Wallum Froglet V V Amphibian Wallum Froglets are found only in acid 
paperbark swamps and sedge swamps 
of the coastal ‘wallum’ country.

Wallum Froglets are found only in acid paperbark 
swamps and sedge swamps of the coastal 
‘wallum’ country.

Barker et al.(1995) Maunsell|AECOM (2007a) states that 
there is a high probability that Crinia 
tinnia exists in the localiser footprint 
because it is known to occur throughout 
the area. However, Ecosure (2009c) and 
the current study predicts that there is a 
low probability due to the lack of suitable 
habitat.

Likely - known to occur in the area.
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Kingdom Scientific Name Common Name Qld 
Status

NSW 
Status

Comm. 
status Type Preferred Habitat Known Distribution Reference Likelihood of Occurrence in 

the Localiser Footprint
Likelihood of Occurrence in 
the 300m Runway Strip

Animalia Calidris canutus Red Knot Ma, Mi Bird In Australasia the Red Knot mainly 
inhabit intertidal mudflats, sandflats and 
sandy beaches of sheltered coasts, 
in estuaries, bays, inlets, lagoons and 
harbours; sometimes on sandy ocean 
beaches or shallow pools on exposed 
wave-cut rock platforms or coral reefs. 
They are occasionally seen on terrestrial 
saline wetlands near the coast, such 
as lakes, lagoons, pools and pans, 
and recorded on sewage ponds and 
saltworks, but rarely use freshwater 
swamps. They rarely use inland lakes 
or swamps. 

Coastal areas. SPRAT Possible - known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Calidris ferruginea Curlew Sandpiper E Ma, Mi Bird Curlew Sandpipers mainly occur on 
intertidal mudflats in sheltered coastal 
areas, such as estuaries, bays, inlets 
and lagoons, and also around non-tidal 
swamps, lakes and lagoons near the 
coast, and ponds in saltworks and 
sewage farms. They are also recorded 
inland, though less often, including 
around ephemeral and permanent lakes, 
dams, waterholes and bore drains, 
usually with bare edges of mud or sand. 
They occur in both fresh and brackish 
waters. Occasionally they are recorded 
around floodwaters.

Coastal areas. Possible - known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Calidris	ruficollis Red-necked Stint Ma, Mi Bird Found widely in Australia, except in the 
arid inland.

In Australia, Red-necked Stints are found on 
the coast, in sheltered inlets, bays, lagoons, 
estuaries, intertidal mudflats and protected 
sandy or coral-lined shores.

Birds in Backyards Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. Not originally included in 
Maunsell|AECOM assessment (2007a).

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Calidris tenuirostris Great Knot V Ma, Mi Bird Occurs within sheltered, coastal habitats 
containing large, intertidal mudflats 
or sandflats, including inlets, bays, 
harbours,estuaries and lagoons. 

Recorded predominately in coastal areas 
throughout Australia, including the coastal 
islands of Tasmania.

Slater et al. (1992) Possible - known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Calyptorhynchus 
lathami

Glossy Black-
Cockatoo

V V Bird Lower rainfall drysclerophyll forest on 
flat ground containing Allocasuarina 
torulosa, A. verticillata or A.littoralis.

From central Queensland to Victoria. State Forests of NSW 
(1995); Pizzey & 
Knight(2003)

Likely – species recorded foraging 
adjacent to the study area.

Likely – species recorded foraging 
adjacent to the study area.

Animalia Carterornis leucotis White-eared 
Monarch

V Bird Rainforest margins and regrowth, 
sense scrubs along streams, paperbark 
forests, mangroves, adjacent eucalypt 
forests.

Coastal Mainland Australia and Tasmania. Pizzey and Knight 2003 Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Chalinolobus 
nigrogriseus

Hoary Wattled Bat V Mammal In NSW the Hoary Wattled Bat occurs 
in dry open eucalypt forests, favouring 
forests dominated by Spotted Gum, 
boxes and ironbarks, and in healthy 
coastal forests where Red Bloodwood 
and Scribbly Gum are common.

Widely distributed across northern Australia 
although absent from the arid centre. In north 
east NSW it reaches the lower Clarence and 
Richmond River areas, extending from near 
Murwillumbah in the north, and in the south 
between Grafton and Coffs Harbour.

Churchill (1998) Unlikely – recorded throughout the 
locality, though limited habitat available in 
the localiser footprint.

Unlikely – recorded throughout the 
locality, though limited habitat available in 
the 300m runway strip.

Animalia Charadrius bicinctus Double-banded 
Plover

Ma, Mi Bird  In Australia, the Double-banded Plover 
is found mainly on the east coast and in 
Tasmania. 

The Double-banded Plover is found on littoral, 
estuarine and fresh or saline terrestrial wetlands 
and also saltmarsh, grasslands and pasture.

SPRAT Possible – due to habitat preference. Not 
originally included in Maunsell|AECOM 
assessment (2007a). Known to inhabit 
the Tweed River Estuary.

Possible – due to habitat preference. Not 
originally included in Maunsell|AECOM 
assessment (2007a). Known to inhabit 
the Tweed River Estuary.

Animalia Charadrius 
leschenaultii

Greater Sand-plover V Ma, Mi Bird Almost entirely restricted to coastal 
areas in NSW, occurring mainly on 
sheltered sandy, shelly or muddy 
beaches or estuaries with large intertidal 
mudflats or sandbanks.

The species is apparently rare on the east 
coast, being found usually singularly. In NSW, 
the species has been recorded between 
the northern rivers and the Illawarra, with 
most records coming from the Clarence and 
Richmond estuaries.

Pizzey, G. and Knight, 
F. (2003)

Possible - known to enhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Charadrius mongolus Lesser Sand-plover V Ma, Mi Bird The Lesser Sand Plover breeds in 
eastern Siberia, southern Mongolia, 
western China and the Himalayas. The 
species then migrates to the coasts 
of eastern and southern Africa, the 
Middle East, India, South-East Asia and 
Australia.

In Australia, the species is known to favour 
coastal environments including beaches, 
mudflats and mangroves.

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 
Threatened Species 
Information; Pringle 
(1987)

Possible - known to enhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat.

Animalia Crinia tinnula Wallum Froglet V V Amphibian Wallum Froglets are found only in acid 
paperbark swamps and sedge swamps 
of the coastal ‘wallum’ country.

Wallum Froglets are found only in acid paperbark 
swamps and sedge swamps of the coastal 
‘wallum’ country.

Barker et al.(1995) Maunsell|AECOM (2007a) states that 
there is a high probability that Crinia 
tinnia exists in the localiser footprint 
because it is known to occur throughout 
the area. However, Ecosure (2009c) and 
the current study predicts that there is a 
low probability due to the lack of suitable 
habitat.

Likely - known to occur in the area.
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Kingdom Scientific Name Common Name Qld 
Status

NSW 
Status

Comm. 
status Type Preferred Habitat Known Distribution Reference Likelihood of Occurrence in 

the Localiser Footprint
Likelihood of Occurrence in 
the 300m Runway Strip

Plantae Cryptostylis 
hunteriana

Leafless tongue 
orchid

V V Plant The Leafless Tongue Orchid has been 
recorded from as far north as Gibraltar 
Range National Park south into Victoria 
around the coast as far as Orbost.

Does not appear to have well defined habitat 
preferences and is known to inhabit a range 
of communities, including swamp-heath and 
woodland.

SPRAT Unlikely - not included in previous studies 
but returned in Protected Matters Search 
Results.

Unlikely - not included in previous studies 
but returned in Protected Matters Search 
Results.

Dasyurus hallucatus Northern Quoll Mammal Queensland and the top end. The Northern Quoll occupies a diversity of 
habitats across its range which includes 
rocky areas, eucalypt forest and woodlands, 
rainforests, sandy lowlands and beaches, 
shrubland, grasslands and desert.

SPRAT Unlikely - not within known 
distribution. Not originally included in 
Maunsell|AECOM assessment.

Unlikely due to species distribution.

Animalia Dasyurus maculatus Spotted-tailed Quoll V E Mammal Primarily occurs in rainforest and wet 
sclerophyll forest. 

South eastern Queensland through New South 
Wales to Victoria.

SPRAT Unlikely. Given large home ranges 
required and residential and infrastructure 
development surrounding the Airport.

Unlikely. Given large home ranges 
required and residential and infrastructure 
development surrounding the Airport.

Plantae Dendrobium 
melaleucaphilum

Spider orchid E Plant Occurs in coastal districts and nearby 
ranges, extending from Queensland 
to its southern distributional limit in the 
lower Blue Mountains.

Grows frequently on Melaleuca styphelioides, 
less commonly on rainforest trees or on rocks in 
coastal districts; north from the lower Blue Mtns.

Unlikely Unlikely.

Animalia Diomedea 
epomophora 
epomophora

Southern Royal 
Albatross

V, Mi, Ma Bird The Southern Royal Albatross is marine 
and pelagic. It occurs in subantarctic, 
subtropical and occasionally Antarctic 
waters.

During the non-breeding season, the Southern 
Royal Albatross has a wide and possibly 
circumpolar distribution, ranging north to about 
35°S.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Diomedea exulans 
(sensu lato)

Wandering Albatross V E V, Mi, Ma Bird The Wandering Albatross is marine, 
pelagic and aerial.

The Wandering Albatross breeds on Macquarie 
Island. It feeds in Australian portions of the 
Southern Ocean.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Diomedea exulans 
antipodensis

Antipodean 
Albatross

V V V, Mi, Ma Bird The Antipodean Albatross is marine, 
pelagic and aerial.

The Antipodean Albatross is endemic to New 
Zealand, however forages widely in open water 
in the south-west Pacific Ocean, Southern 
Ocean and the Tasman Sea, notably off the 
coast of NSW.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Diomedea exulans 
exulans

Tristan Albatross E, Mi, Ma Bird Tristan Albatross occurs in a single 
population which breeds on Inaccessible 
Island and Gough Island in the Atlantic 
Ocean. The ‘at sea’ distribution of 
this newly described species is yet 
to be defined. There is currently only 
one definitive record of the Tristan 
Albatross from Australian waters. A bird 
banded as a chick on Gough Island 
was recaptured four years later off 
Wollongong.

The Tristan Albatross is a marine, pelagic 
seabird.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Diomedea exulans 
gibsoni

Gibson’s Albatross V V V, Mi, Ma Bird Gibson’s Albatross is marine, pelagic 
and aerial.

In Australian territory, Gibson’s Albatross has 
been recorded foraging between Coffs Harbour, 
NSW, and Wilson’s Promontory, Victoria. 

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Plantae Diploglottis 
campbellii

Small-leaved 
Tamarind

E E E Plant D.campbellii is currently known from 14 
locations within an area from the coastal 
lowlands of the Richmond River on the 
far north coast of NSW, to the Nerang 
River on the Gold Coast of Queensland.

Rainforest. NSW DEH Unlikely - due to habitat preference. 
Included here as it was returned in 
Protected Matters Search Results.

Unlikely - due to habitat preference. 
Included here as it was returned in 
Protected Matters Search Results.

Plantae Drynaria rigidula Basket Fern E Plant In NSW, it is only found north of the 
Clarence River, in a few locations 
at Maclean, Bogangar, Byron Bay, 
Mullumbimby, in the Tweed Valley and at 
Woodenbong.

Usually found in rainforest but also in moist 
eucalypt and Swamp Oak forest.

NSW DEH Unlikely - not included in Ecosure (2009c) 
or Maunsel|AECOM Assessment (2007a).

Unlikely - not included in previous 
studies.

Plantae Durringtonia 
paludosa

Durringtonia NT Plant Grows in closed sedgeland communities 
in coastal swamps.

North from Laurieton, NSW. National Herbarium 
of NSW

Not relevant, as this species is not listed 
as a significant species in NSW.

Unlikely - limited available habitat.

Plantae Elyonurus citreus Lemon-scented 
Grass

E Plant Lemon-scented Grass grows in sandy 
soils near rivers or along the coast in 
wallum areas or sand dunes. At the 
NSW locations, the species has been 
found growing in infertile white sands.

Lemon-scented Grass occurs north from Grafton 
in NSW. It is only known from localities south 
of Casino, north-west of Grafton, near Cudgen 
Lake on the Tweed coast and in Yuraygir 
National Park. It also occurs in Queensland, NT, 
WA and New Guinea.

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 
Threatened Species 
Information; Pringle 
(1987)

Unlikely. Possible - Suitable habitat exists.

Animalia Ephippiorhynchus 
asiaticus

Black-necked Stork NT E Bird Inhabits riverine swamps, large 
permanent pools and coastal wetlands 
and estuaries.

Coastal and sub-coastal northern Australia from 
Port Headland (WA) to the central coast of NSW.

Blakers et al.(1984) Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program and has been 
recorded in the 300m runway strip.

Animalia Erythrotriorchis 
radiatus

Red Goshawk E V Bird The Red Goshawk occurs in coastal 
and sub-coastal areas in wooded and 
forested lands of tropical and warm-
temperate Australia.

Riverine forests are also used frequently. Such 
habitats typically support high bird numbers and 
biodiversity, especially medium to large species 
which the goshawk requires for prey.

SPRAT Unlikely (though not included in original 
assessment by Maunsell|AECOM).

Transient. Right at southern end of its 
range and substantial suitable habitat 
does not occur. Likely to be foraging 
habitat only.
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Plantae Cryptostylis 
hunteriana

Leafless tongue 
orchid

V V Plant The Leafless Tongue Orchid has been 
recorded from as far north as Gibraltar 
Range National Park south into Victoria 
around the coast as far as Orbost.

Does not appear to have well defined habitat 
preferences and is known to inhabit a range 
of communities, including swamp-heath and 
woodland.

SPRAT Unlikely - not included in previous studies 
but returned in Protected Matters Search 
Results.

Unlikely - not included in previous studies 
but returned in Protected Matters Search 
Results.

Dasyurus hallucatus Northern Quoll Mammal Queensland and the top end. The Northern Quoll occupies a diversity of 
habitats across its range which includes 
rocky areas, eucalypt forest and woodlands, 
rainforests, sandy lowlands and beaches, 
shrubland, grasslands and desert.

SPRAT Unlikely - not within known 
distribution. Not originally included in 
Maunsell|AECOM assessment.

Unlikely due to species distribution.

Animalia Dasyurus maculatus Spotted-tailed Quoll V E Mammal Primarily occurs in rainforest and wet 
sclerophyll forest. 

South eastern Queensland through New South 
Wales to Victoria.

SPRAT Unlikely. Given large home ranges 
required and residential and infrastructure 
development surrounding the Airport.

Unlikely. Given large home ranges 
required and residential and infrastructure 
development surrounding the Airport.

Plantae Dendrobium 
melaleucaphilum

Spider orchid E Plant Occurs in coastal districts and nearby 
ranges, extending from Queensland 
to its southern distributional limit in the 
lower Blue Mountains.

Grows frequently on Melaleuca styphelioides, 
less commonly on rainforest trees or on rocks in 
coastal districts; north from the lower Blue Mtns.

Unlikely Unlikely.

Animalia Diomedea 
epomophora 
epomophora

Southern Royal 
Albatross

V, Mi, Ma Bird The Southern Royal Albatross is marine 
and pelagic. It occurs in subantarctic, 
subtropical and occasionally Antarctic 
waters.

During the non-breeding season, the Southern 
Royal Albatross has a wide and possibly 
circumpolar distribution, ranging north to about 
35°S.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Diomedea exulans 
(sensu lato)

Wandering Albatross V E V, Mi, Ma Bird The Wandering Albatross is marine, 
pelagic and aerial.

The Wandering Albatross breeds on Macquarie 
Island. It feeds in Australian portions of the 
Southern Ocean.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Diomedea exulans 
antipodensis

Antipodean 
Albatross

V V V, Mi, Ma Bird The Antipodean Albatross is marine, 
pelagic and aerial.

The Antipodean Albatross is endemic to New 
Zealand, however forages widely in open water 
in the south-west Pacific Ocean, Southern 
Ocean and the Tasman Sea, notably off the 
coast of NSW.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Diomedea exulans 
exulans

Tristan Albatross E, Mi, Ma Bird Tristan Albatross occurs in a single 
population which breeds on Inaccessible 
Island and Gough Island in the Atlantic 
Ocean. The ‘at sea’ distribution of 
this newly described species is yet 
to be defined. There is currently only 
one definitive record of the Tristan 
Albatross from Australian waters. A bird 
banded as a chick on Gough Island 
was recaptured four years later off 
Wollongong.

The Tristan Albatross is a marine, pelagic 
seabird.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Diomedea exulans 
gibsoni

Gibson’s Albatross V V V, Mi, Ma Bird Gibson’s Albatross is marine, pelagic 
and aerial.

In Australian territory, Gibson’s Albatross has 
been recorded foraging between Coffs Harbour, 
NSW, and Wilson’s Promontory, Victoria. 

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Plantae Diploglottis 
campbellii

Small-leaved 
Tamarind

E E E Plant D.campbellii is currently known from 14 
locations within an area from the coastal 
lowlands of the Richmond River on the 
far north coast of NSW, to the Nerang 
River on the Gold Coast of Queensland.

Rainforest. NSW DEH Unlikely - due to habitat preference. 
Included here as it was returned in 
Protected Matters Search Results.

Unlikely - due to habitat preference. 
Included here as it was returned in 
Protected Matters Search Results.

Plantae Drynaria rigidula Basket Fern E Plant In NSW, it is only found north of the 
Clarence River, in a few locations 
at Maclean, Bogangar, Byron Bay, 
Mullumbimby, in the Tweed Valley and at 
Woodenbong.

Usually found in rainforest but also in moist 
eucalypt and Swamp Oak forest.

NSW DEH Unlikely - not included in Ecosure (2009c) 
or Maunsel|AECOM Assessment (2007a).

Unlikely - not included in previous 
studies.

Plantae Durringtonia 
paludosa

Durringtonia NT Plant Grows in closed sedgeland communities 
in coastal swamps.

North from Laurieton, NSW. National Herbarium 
of NSW

Not relevant, as this species is not listed 
as a significant species in NSW.

Unlikely - limited available habitat.

Plantae Elyonurus citreus Lemon-scented 
Grass

E Plant Lemon-scented Grass grows in sandy 
soils near rivers or along the coast in 
wallum areas or sand dunes. At the 
NSW locations, the species has been 
found growing in infertile white sands.

Lemon-scented Grass occurs north from Grafton 
in NSW. It is only known from localities south 
of Casino, north-west of Grafton, near Cudgen 
Lake on the Tweed coast and in Yuraygir 
National Park. It also occurs in Queensland, NT, 
WA and New Guinea.

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 
Threatened Species 
Information; Pringle 
(1987)

Unlikely. Possible - Suitable habitat exists.

Animalia Ephippiorhynchus 
asiaticus

Black-necked Stork NT E Bird Inhabits riverine swamps, large 
permanent pools and coastal wetlands 
and estuaries.

Coastal and sub-coastal northern Australia from 
Port Headland (WA) to the central coast of NSW.

Blakers et al.(1984) Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program and has been 
recorded in the 300m runway strip.

Animalia Erythrotriorchis 
radiatus

Red Goshawk E V Bird The Red Goshawk occurs in coastal 
and sub-coastal areas in wooded and 
forested lands of tropical and warm-
temperate Australia.

Riverine forests are also used frequently. Such 
habitats typically support high bird numbers and 
biodiversity, especially medium to large species 
which the goshawk requires for prey.

SPRAT Unlikely (though not included in original 
assessment by Maunsell|AECOM).

Transient. Right at southern end of its 
range and substantial suitable habitat 
does not occur. Likely to be foraging 
habitat only.
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Status

NSW 
Status

Comm. 
status Type Preferred Habitat Known Distribution Reference Likelihood of Occurrence in 

the Localiser Footprint
Likelihood of Occurrence in 
the 300m Runway Strip

Animalia Esacus magnirostris 
/ neglectus

Beach Stone-curlew V E Ma Bird Occurs on open, undisturbed beaches, 
islands, reefs, and estuarine intertidal 
sandflats and mudflats. Beaches with 
estuaries or mangroves nearby are 
preferred, and may also frequent river 
mouths, offshore sandbars and rock 
platforms.

Mainly between mid-north Western Australia and 
north-east NSW.

Slater et al. (1992) Unlikely - limited suitable habitat. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Gallinago hardwickii Latham’s Snipe Ma, Mi Bird Typically soft wet ground or shallow 
water with a good cover of tussocks or 
other growth. Also occurs in open scrub 
and open woodlands from sea level to 
200m elevation.

Mostly coastal from the Darling Downs, south 
east Queensland,and southern NSW.

Pizzey, G. and Knight, 
F. (2003); Avisure, pers. 
comm.

Known – potential habitat occurs in 
the study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program. Avisure has 
advised that this species has been 
recorded on monthly surveys every year 
except 2010 and can usually be found in 
the drains and wet wheel ruts adjacent 
to the northern end of Coolangatta Creek 
between September and May. This 
species is known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Known– potential habitat occurs in 
the study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program. Avisure has 
advised that this species has been 
recorded on monthly surveys every year 
except 2010 and can usually be found in 
the drains and wet wheel ruts adjacent 
to the northern end of Coolangatta Creek 
between September and May.

Plantae Geodorum 
densiflorum

Pink Nodding Orchid E Plant Geodorum	densiflorum	grows in dry 
sclerophyll forest often on coastal 
sand at lower altitudes, north from the 
Macleay River on the north coast of 
NSW.

There are thought to be fewer than 10 
populations of Geodorum	densiflorum in 
NSW. The largest known population has been 
estimated to have about 200 plants, with other 
populations thought to be smaller in plant 
numbers. One population is reserved in Cudgen 
Nature Reserve, and one has been recorded 
from Bundjalung National Park, but the status of 
the Bundjalung population is unknown.

NSW DEH species 
profile

This was assessed as a moderate 
likelihood by Maunsell|AECOM (2007a), 
and a low likelihood by Ecosure 
(2009c). This assessment agrees with 
Maunsell|AECOM due to the suitability 
of habitat in the small triangle of land 
to the east. It is noteworthy that this 
species has not been identified during 
the previous two field surveys, though 
sometimes the species is inconspicuous.

Possible - Suitable habitat exists.

Animalia Grus rubicunda Brolga V Bird Well vegetated shallow freshwater 
wetlands; small isolate swamps in 
eucalypt forest, flood plains, grasslands; 
paddocks, ploughed fields, irrigated 
pastures, stubbles, crops; desert 
claypans; bore drains; sometimes tidal 
areas, mangroves, beaches.

North and eastern Australia. Now sparse, 
uncommon or rare.

Pizzey, G. and Knight, 
F. (2003);

Possible - Suitable habitat present, 
though probably an uncommon visitor. 
This species has been previously 
recorded in the Cobaki.

Possible - Suitable habitat present, 
though probably an uncommon visitor. 
This species has been previously 
recorded in the Cobaki.

Animalia Haematopus 
longirostris

Pied Oystercatcher E Bird Favours intertidal flats of inlets and bays, 
open beaches and sandbanks. Forages 
on exposed sand, mud and rock at low 
tide for molluscs, worms, crabs and 
small fish. The chisel-like bill is used to 
pry open or break into shells of oysters 
and other shellfish.

Distributed around the entire Australian coastline, 
although it is most common in coastal Tasmania 
and parts of Victoria, such as Corner Inlet. In 
NSW the species is thinly scattered along the 
entire coast.

Simpson and Day 
(1993)

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Haliaeetus 
leucogaster

White-bellied Sea-
Eagle

Ma, Mi Bird Occurs in most habitats across 
Australia.

Widely distributed across Australian mainland 
and Tasmania.

Slater et al. (1992) Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Heteroscelus / Tringa 
brevipes

Grey-tailed Tattler Ma, Mi Bird Throughout coastal Australia. Grey-tailed Tattlers are usually seen in small 
flocks on sheltered coasts with reefs and rock 
platforms or with intertidal mudflats. They are 
also found in intertidal rocky, coral or stony reefs, 
platforms and islets that are exposed at high 
tide, also shores of rock, shingle, gravel and 
shells and on intertidal mudflats in embayments, 
estuaries and coastal lagoons, especially those 
fringed with mangroves.

Birds in Backyards Known - previously recorded in the 
localiser footprint. Known to inhabit the 
tweed river estuary.

Unlikely - due to habitat preference. Not 
originally included in Maunsell|AECOM 
assessment.

Animalia Hirundapus 
caudacutus

White-throated 
Needletail

Ma, Mi Bird Aerial and associated with coastal and 
mountain regions.

Eastern and Northern Australia. Simpson and 
Day(1993)

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Ixobrychus	flavicollis Black Bittern V Bird Inhabits both terrestrial and estuarine 
wetlands, generally in areas of 
permanent water and dense vegetation.

Occurs from southern NSW north to Cape York 
and along the north coast to the Kimberley 
region.

DEH Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. Species recorded in vicinity of 
the study area.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Lewinia pectoralis Lewin’s Rail NT Bird Swamp woodlands, rushes, reeds, rank 
grasses in swamps, creeks, paddocks, 
wet heaths, samphire in salt marshes.

Fragmented along eastern Australia from Port 
Douglas QLD through to Eyre Peninsula SA. The 
Atlas of Australian Birds suggests a gap from 
just south of NSW/QLD border till around Coffs 
Harbour.

Pizzey, G. and Knight, 
F. (2003)

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program. As this species 
is only listed in Qld, it does not apply to 
the localiser footprint.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program within the 300m 
runway strip.

Animalia Lichenostomus 
fasciogularis

Mangrove 
Honeyeater

V Bird Mangrove forest predominantly. 
This species also occurs in other 
near-coastal forests and woodlands, 
including Casuarina and paperbark 
swamp forests.

From the mid coast of Queensland to the south-
eastern corner of South Australia.

Pizzey, G. and Knight, 
F. (2003)

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program in the 300m 
runway strip.
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Animalia Esacus magnirostris 
/ neglectus

Beach Stone-curlew V E Ma Bird Occurs on open, undisturbed beaches, 
islands, reefs, and estuarine intertidal 
sandflats and mudflats. Beaches with 
estuaries or mangroves nearby are 
preferred, and may also frequent river 
mouths, offshore sandbars and rock 
platforms.

Mainly between mid-north Western Australia and 
north-east NSW.

Slater et al. (1992) Unlikely - limited suitable habitat. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Gallinago hardwickii Latham’s Snipe Ma, Mi Bird Typically soft wet ground or shallow 
water with a good cover of tussocks or 
other growth. Also occurs in open scrub 
and open woodlands from sea level to 
200m elevation.

Mostly coastal from the Darling Downs, south 
east Queensland,and southern NSW.

Pizzey, G. and Knight, 
F. (2003); Avisure, pers. 
comm.

Known – potential habitat occurs in 
the study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program. Avisure has 
advised that this species has been 
recorded on monthly surveys every year 
except 2010 and can usually be found in 
the drains and wet wheel ruts adjacent 
to the northern end of Coolangatta Creek 
between September and May. This 
species is known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Known– potential habitat occurs in 
the study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program. Avisure has 
advised that this species has been 
recorded on monthly surveys every year 
except 2010 and can usually be found in 
the drains and wet wheel ruts adjacent 
to the northern end of Coolangatta Creek 
between September and May.

Plantae Geodorum 
densiflorum

Pink Nodding Orchid E Plant Geodorum	densiflorum	grows in dry 
sclerophyll forest often on coastal 
sand at lower altitudes, north from the 
Macleay River on the north coast of 
NSW.

There are thought to be fewer than 10 
populations of Geodorum	densiflorum in 
NSW. The largest known population has been 
estimated to have about 200 plants, with other 
populations thought to be smaller in plant 
numbers. One population is reserved in Cudgen 
Nature Reserve, and one has been recorded 
from Bundjalung National Park, but the status of 
the Bundjalung population is unknown.

NSW DEH species 
profile

This was assessed as a moderate 
likelihood by Maunsell|AECOM (2007a), 
and a low likelihood by Ecosure 
(2009c). This assessment agrees with 
Maunsell|AECOM due to the suitability 
of habitat in the small triangle of land 
to the east. It is noteworthy that this 
species has not been identified during 
the previous two field surveys, though 
sometimes the species is inconspicuous.

Possible - Suitable habitat exists.

Animalia Grus rubicunda Brolga V Bird Well vegetated shallow freshwater 
wetlands; small isolate swamps in 
eucalypt forest, flood plains, grasslands; 
paddocks, ploughed fields, irrigated 
pastures, stubbles, crops; desert 
claypans; bore drains; sometimes tidal 
areas, mangroves, beaches.

North and eastern Australia. Now sparse, 
uncommon or rare.

Pizzey, G. and Knight, 
F. (2003);

Possible - Suitable habitat present, 
though probably an uncommon visitor. 
This species has been previously 
recorded in the Cobaki.

Possible - Suitable habitat present, 
though probably an uncommon visitor. 
This species has been previously 
recorded in the Cobaki.

Animalia Haematopus 
longirostris

Pied Oystercatcher E Bird Favours intertidal flats of inlets and bays, 
open beaches and sandbanks. Forages 
on exposed sand, mud and rock at low 
tide for molluscs, worms, crabs and 
small fish. The chisel-like bill is used to 
pry open or break into shells of oysters 
and other shellfish.

Distributed around the entire Australian coastline, 
although it is most common in coastal Tasmania 
and parts of Victoria, such as Corner Inlet. In 
NSW the species is thinly scattered along the 
entire coast.

Simpson and Day 
(1993)

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Haliaeetus 
leucogaster

White-bellied Sea-
Eagle

Ma, Mi Bird Occurs in most habitats across 
Australia.

Widely distributed across Australian mainland 
and Tasmania.

Slater et al. (1992) Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Heteroscelus / Tringa 
brevipes

Grey-tailed Tattler Ma, Mi Bird Throughout coastal Australia. Grey-tailed Tattlers are usually seen in small 
flocks on sheltered coasts with reefs and rock 
platforms or with intertidal mudflats. They are 
also found in intertidal rocky, coral or stony reefs, 
platforms and islets that are exposed at high 
tide, also shores of rock, shingle, gravel and 
shells and on intertidal mudflats in embayments, 
estuaries and coastal lagoons, especially those 
fringed with mangroves.

Birds in Backyards Known - previously recorded in the 
localiser footprint. Known to inhabit the 
tweed river estuary.

Unlikely - due to habitat preference. Not 
originally included in Maunsell|AECOM 
assessment.

Animalia Hirundapus 
caudacutus

White-throated 
Needletail

Ma, Mi Bird Aerial and associated with coastal and 
mountain regions.

Eastern and Northern Australia. Simpson and 
Day(1993)

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Ixobrychus	flavicollis Black Bittern V Bird Inhabits both terrestrial and estuarine 
wetlands, generally in areas of 
permanent water and dense vegetation.

Occurs from southern NSW north to Cape York 
and along the north coast to the Kimberley 
region.

DEH Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. Species recorded in vicinity of 
the study area.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Lewinia pectoralis Lewin’s Rail NT Bird Swamp woodlands, rushes, reeds, rank 
grasses in swamps, creeks, paddocks, 
wet heaths, samphire in salt marshes.

Fragmented along eastern Australia from Port 
Douglas QLD through to Eyre Peninsula SA. The 
Atlas of Australian Birds suggests a gap from 
just south of NSW/QLD border till around Coffs 
Harbour.

Pizzey, G. and Knight, 
F. (2003)

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program. As this species 
is only listed in Qld, it does not apply to 
the localiser footprint.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program within the 300m 
runway strip.

Animalia Lichenostomus 
fasciogularis

Mangrove 
Honeyeater

V Bird Mangrove forest predominantly. 
This species also occurs in other 
near-coastal forests and woodlands, 
including Casuarina and paperbark 
swamp forests.

From the mid coast of Queensland to the south-
eastern corner of South Australia.

Pizzey, G. and Knight, 
F. (2003)

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program in the 300m 
runway strip.
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Animalia Limosa lapponica Bar-tailed Godwit Ma, Mi Bird Bar-tailed Godwits inhabit estuarine 
mudflats, beaches and mangroves.

They are common in coastal areas around 
Australia.

Birds in Backyards Known - previously observed in area. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Limosa limosa Black-tailed Godwit V Ma, Mi Bird Is primarily found along the coast on 
sand spits, lagoons and mudflats. 
However, the species also occurs inland 
on mud flats and in those portions 
of large muddy lakes and swamps 
(freshwater or brackish) where the water 
is less than 10 cm deep during suitable 
conditions.

The Black-tailed Godwit is most common on 
the north coast between Weipa and Darwin. 
However, it is found in small numbers elsewhere, 
including along much of the Queensland coast 
south of Cairns and at scattered inland sites.

Pizzey & Knight(2003) Possible - known to enhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Plantae Lindsaea fraseri Fraser’s Screw Fern E Plant Inhabits poorly drained, infertile soils in 
swamp forest or open eucalypt forest, 
usually as part of a ferny understorey.

In NSW it is known only from two areas; near 
Hastings Point on the Tweed coast and in the 
Pillar Valley east of Grafton. Also occurs in far 
north and south-east Queensland.

NSW DEH Unlikely - due to small distribution. 
Not included in Ecosure (2009c) or 
Maunsel|AECOM Assessment (2007a).

Unlikely.

Animalia Litoria olongburensis Olongburra Frog/ 
Wallum Sedgefrog

V V V Amphibian Inhabits a variety of water bodies where 
fringing vegetation provides adequate 
cover, particularly where water is acidic.

Coastal south east Queensland and northern 
New South Wales.

Barker et al.(1995) Unlikely – no suitable habitat likely to 
occur in the study area.

Likely - known to occur in the area.

Animalia Lophoictinia isura Square-tailed Kite V Bird Heathlands, woodlands, forests 
timbered watercourses.

The Square-tailed Kite ranges along coastal and 
subcoastal areas from south-western to northern 
Australia, Queensland, NSW and Victoria. 
In NSW, scattered records of the species 
throughout the state indicate that the species is 
a regular resident in the north, north-east and 
along the major west-flowing river systems. It is 
a summer breeding migrant to the south-east, 
including the NSW south coast, arriving in 
September and leaving by March.

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 
Threatened Species 
Information

Possible - Known from proximal records. Possible - Known from proximal records.

Animalia Macronectes 
giganteus

Southern Giant-
Petrel

E E E, Mi, Ma Bird The Southern Giant-Petrel is marine bird 
that occurs in Antarctic to subtropical 
waters. In summer, it mainly occurs over 
Antarctic waters, and it is widespread 
south as far as the pack-ice and onto 
the Antarctic continent.

The Southern Giant-Petrel breeds on six 
subantarctic and Antarctic islands in Australian 
territory; Macquarie Island, Heard Island and 
McDonald Island in the Southern Ocean, and 
Giganteus Island, Hawker Island, and Frazier 
Island in the Australian Antarctic Territories. 

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Macronectes halli Northern Giant-Petrel V V V, Mi, Ma Bird The Northern Giant-Petrel is marine and 
oceanic.

The Northern Giant Petrel breeds in the sub-
Antarctic, and visits areas off the Australian 
mainland mainly during the winter months 
(May-October). Immature and some adult birds 
are commonly seen during this period in offshore 
and inshore waters from around Fremantle (WA) 
to around Sydney (NSW).

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Merops ornatus Rainbow Bee-eater Ma, Mi Bird The Rainbow Bee-eater occurs mainly 
in open forests and woodlands, shrub 
lands, and in various cleared or semi-
cleared habitats, including farmland and 
areas of human habitation.

The Rainbow Bee-eater is distributed across 
much of mainland Australia.

SPRAT Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program. Ecosure 
mapping shows one recording within the 
300m runway strip (within Assessment 
Unit 8 - see Ecosure 2011a and 2011b).

Animalia Miniopterus australis Little Bentwing-bat V Mammal In habits moist eucalypt forest, 
rainforest, vine thicket, wet and dry 
sclerophyll forest, Melaleuca swamps, 
dense coastal forests and banksia 
scrub. Generally found in well-timbered 
areas.

East coast and ranges of Australia from Cape 
York in Queensland to Wollongong in NSW.

NSW DEH Possible - marginal and limited suitable 
habitat. This species has been previously 
recorded as part of the Airport Bird 
Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Miniopterus 
schreibersii 
oceanensis

Eastern Bentwing-
bat

V Mammal Caves are the primary roosting habitat, 
but also use derelict mines, storm-water 
tunnels, buildings and other man-
made structures. These species hunt 
in forested areas, catching moths and 
other flying insects above the tree tops.

Eastern Bent-wing Bats occur along the east 
and north-west coasts of Australia.

Churchill (1998) Possible - marginal and limited suitable 
habitat. This species has been previously 
recorded as part of the Airport Bird 
Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Monarcha 
melanopsis

Black-faced 
Monarch

Ma, Mi Bird Black-faced Monarch is found along the 
coast of eastern Australia, becoming 
less common further south.

The Black-faced Monarch is found in rainforests, 
eucalypt woodlands, coastal scrub and damp 
gullies. It may be found in more open woodland 
when migrating.

Birds in Backyards Possible - some suitable habitat present. Possible - some suitable habitat present.

Animalia Monarcha trivirgatus Spectacled Monarch Ma, Mi Bird The Spectacled Monarch is found in 
coastal north-eastern and eastern 
Australia, including coastal islands, 
from Cape York, Queensland to Port 
Stephens, New South Wales. It is 
much less common in the south. It is 
also found in Papua New Guinea, the 
Moluccas and Timor.

The Spectacled Monarch prefers thick 
understorey in rainforests, wet gullies and 
waterside vegetation, as well as mangroves.

Birds in Backyards Possible – potential habitat occurs in 
the study area. Not originally included in 
Maunsell|AECOM assessment (2007a).

Possible – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. 
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Animalia Limosa lapponica Bar-tailed Godwit Ma, Mi Bird Bar-tailed Godwits inhabit estuarine 
mudflats, beaches and mangroves.

They are common in coastal areas around 
Australia.

Birds in Backyards Known - previously observed in area. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Limosa limosa Black-tailed Godwit V Ma, Mi Bird Is primarily found along the coast on 
sand spits, lagoons and mudflats. 
However, the species also occurs inland 
on mud flats and in those portions 
of large muddy lakes and swamps 
(freshwater or brackish) where the water 
is less than 10 cm deep during suitable 
conditions.

The Black-tailed Godwit is most common on 
the north coast between Weipa and Darwin. 
However, it is found in small numbers elsewhere, 
including along much of the Queensland coast 
south of Cairns and at scattered inland sites.

Pizzey & Knight(2003) Possible - known to enhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Plantae Lindsaea fraseri Fraser’s Screw Fern E Plant Inhabits poorly drained, infertile soils in 
swamp forest or open eucalypt forest, 
usually as part of a ferny understorey.

In NSW it is known only from two areas; near 
Hastings Point on the Tweed coast and in the 
Pillar Valley east of Grafton. Also occurs in far 
north and south-east Queensland.

NSW DEH Unlikely - due to small distribution. 
Not included in Ecosure (2009c) or 
Maunsel|AECOM Assessment (2007a).

Unlikely.

Animalia Litoria olongburensis Olongburra Frog/ 
Wallum Sedgefrog

V V V Amphibian Inhabits a variety of water bodies where 
fringing vegetation provides adequate 
cover, particularly where water is acidic.

Coastal south east Queensland and northern 
New South Wales.

Barker et al.(1995) Unlikely – no suitable habitat likely to 
occur in the study area.

Likely - known to occur in the area.

Animalia Lophoictinia isura Square-tailed Kite V Bird Heathlands, woodlands, forests 
timbered watercourses.

The Square-tailed Kite ranges along coastal and 
subcoastal areas from south-western to northern 
Australia, Queensland, NSW and Victoria. 
In NSW, scattered records of the species 
throughout the state indicate that the species is 
a regular resident in the north, north-east and 
along the major west-flowing river systems. It is 
a summer breeding migrant to the south-east, 
including the NSW south coast, arriving in 
September and leaving by March.

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 
Threatened Species 
Information

Possible - Known from proximal records. Possible - Known from proximal records.

Animalia Macronectes 
giganteus

Southern Giant-
Petrel

E E E, Mi, Ma Bird The Southern Giant-Petrel is marine bird 
that occurs in Antarctic to subtropical 
waters. In summer, it mainly occurs over 
Antarctic waters, and it is widespread 
south as far as the pack-ice and onto 
the Antarctic continent.

The Southern Giant-Petrel breeds on six 
subantarctic and Antarctic islands in Australian 
territory; Macquarie Island, Heard Island and 
McDonald Island in the Southern Ocean, and 
Giganteus Island, Hawker Island, and Frazier 
Island in the Australian Antarctic Territories. 

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Macronectes halli Northern Giant-Petrel V V V, Mi, Ma Bird The Northern Giant-Petrel is marine and 
oceanic.

The Northern Giant Petrel breeds in the sub-
Antarctic, and visits areas off the Australian 
mainland mainly during the winter months 
(May-October). Immature and some adult birds 
are commonly seen during this period in offshore 
and inshore waters from around Fremantle (WA) 
to around Sydney (NSW).

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Merops ornatus Rainbow Bee-eater Ma, Mi Bird The Rainbow Bee-eater occurs mainly 
in open forests and woodlands, shrub 
lands, and in various cleared or semi-
cleared habitats, including farmland and 
areas of human habitation.

The Rainbow Bee-eater is distributed across 
much of mainland Australia.

SPRAT Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program. Ecosure 
mapping shows one recording within the 
300m runway strip (within Assessment 
Unit 8 - see Ecosure 2011a and 2011b).

Animalia Miniopterus australis Little Bentwing-bat V Mammal In habits moist eucalypt forest, 
rainforest, vine thicket, wet and dry 
sclerophyll forest, Melaleuca swamps, 
dense coastal forests and banksia 
scrub. Generally found in well-timbered 
areas.

East coast and ranges of Australia from Cape 
York in Queensland to Wollongong in NSW.

NSW DEH Possible - marginal and limited suitable 
habitat. This species has been previously 
recorded as part of the Airport Bird 
Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Miniopterus 
schreibersii 
oceanensis

Eastern Bentwing-
bat

V Mammal Caves are the primary roosting habitat, 
but also use derelict mines, storm-water 
tunnels, buildings and other man-
made structures. These species hunt 
in forested areas, catching moths and 
other flying insects above the tree tops.

Eastern Bent-wing Bats occur along the east 
and north-west coasts of Australia.

Churchill (1998) Possible - marginal and limited suitable 
habitat. This species has been previously 
recorded as part of the Airport Bird 
Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Bird Monitoring Program.

Animalia Monarcha 
melanopsis

Black-faced 
Monarch

Ma, Mi Bird Black-faced Monarch is found along the 
coast of eastern Australia, becoming 
less common further south.

The Black-faced Monarch is found in rainforests, 
eucalypt woodlands, coastal scrub and damp 
gullies. It may be found in more open woodland 
when migrating.

Birds in Backyards Possible - some suitable habitat present. Possible - some suitable habitat present.

Animalia Monarcha trivirgatus Spectacled Monarch Ma, Mi Bird The Spectacled Monarch is found in 
coastal north-eastern and eastern 
Australia, including coastal islands, 
from Cape York, Queensland to Port 
Stephens, New South Wales. It is 
much less common in the south. It is 
also found in Papua New Guinea, the 
Moluccas and Timor.

The Spectacled Monarch prefers thick 
understorey in rainforests, wet gullies and 
waterside vegetation, as well as mangroves.

Birds in Backyards Possible – potential habitat occurs in 
the study area. Not originally included in 
Maunsell|AECOM assessment (2007a).

Possible – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. 
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Animalia Mormopterus 
beccarii

Tree Broom-heath V Mammal A range of vegetation types in northern 
Australia from rainforests to open forests 
and woodlands, and are often recorded 
along watercourses.

Widely distributed across northern Australia from 
Western Australia to Queensland, extending 
south to the north-east corner of NSW.

Churchill (1998) Possible - limited suitable habitat. This 
species has been previously recorded 
as part of the Airport Fauna Monitoring 
Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program.

Animalia Mormopterus 
norfolkensis

Eastern Freetail-bat V Mammal Occur in dry sclerophyll forest, 
woodland, swamp forests and 
mangrove forests east of the Great 
Dividing Range.

The Eastern Freetail-bat is found along the east 
coast from south Queensland to southern NSW.

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 
Threatened Species 
Information

Possible - Suitable habitat exists. It has 
been recorded once east of the runway 
in 2005.

Animalia Myotis macropus / 
adversus

Southern Myotis / 
Large-footed Myotis

V Mammal Occurs close to water in caves, mine 
shafts, hollow-bearing trees, and storm 
water channels, buildings, under bridges 
and in dense foliage. Forages over 
streams and pools.

The Large-footed Myotis is found in the coastal 
band from the northwest of Australia, across the 
top end and south to western Victoria.

Churchill (1998) Possible - limited suitable habitat. This 
species has been previously recorded 
as part of the Airport Fauna Monitoring 
Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program.

Animalia Numenius 
madagascariensis

Eastern Curlew NT Ma, Mi Bird The Eastern Curlew is widespread in 
coastal regions in the north-east and 
south of Australia, including Tasmania 
and scattered in other coastal areas.

 Eastern Curlew is found on intertidal mudflats 
and sandflats, often with beds of seagrass, on 
sheltered coasts, especially estuaries, mangrove 
swamps, bays, harbours and lagoons.

Birds in Backyards Known - previously observed in area. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Numenius phaeopus Whimbrel Ma, Mi Bird Whimbrels are common across northern 
Australia and uncommon to rare further 
south.

Whimbrels are found mainly on the coast, on 
tidal and estaurine mudflats, especially near 
mangroves. They are sometimes found on 
beaches and rocky shores.

Birds in Backyards Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Nyctophilus bifax Eastern Long-eared 
Bat

V Mammal Lowland subtropical rainforest and wet 
and swamp eucalypt forest,extending 
into adjacent moist eucalypt forest 
Coastal rainforest and patches of 
coastal scrub.

Found from Cape York through eastern 
Queensland to the far north-east corner of NSW.

Churchill (1998) Possible - limited suitable habitat. This 
species has been previously recorded 
as part of the Airport Fauna Monitoring 
Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program.

Plantae Oberonia 
complanata

Yellow-flowered King 
of the Fairies

E Plant Within NSW, there are several historical 
collections (all pre 1917) of this species 
from Byron Bay and Lismore, and a 
collection from Coffs Harbour from 
1961. More recent observations of this 
species have been made from Lismore 
and Wollumbin.

This species grows on trees and rocks in littoral 
rainforest, subtropical rainforest, dry rainforest, 
wet or dry eucalypt forests, dunes (including 
stabilised sands), stream-side areas, swampy 
forests and mangroves.

NSW DEH Unlikely - due to small distribution. 
Not included in Ecosure (2009c) or 
Maunsel|AECOM Assessment (2007a).

Unlikely.

Plantae Oldenlandia galioides 
/ Hedyotis galiodes

E Plant In north-east NSW, known from 
Whiporie State Forest south of Casino 
and one location in the Tweed district. 
Also occurs on the north-west plains 
of NSW and in Queensland, Northern 
Territory and Western Australia.

Margins of seasonally inundated wetlands 
in paperbark swamps and Forest Red Gum 
(Eucalyptus tereticornis) woodlands.

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 
Threatened Species 
Information.

Unlikely. Unlikely.

Animalia Pandion haliatus Osprey V Ma, Mi Bird Open forests and woodlands. Coastal Queensland. Simpson and Day 
(1993)

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program.

Plantae Phaius australis Southern Swamp 
Orchid

E E Plant The Lesser Swamp-orchid is endemic 
to Australia and occurs in southern 
Queensland and northern NSW.

The Lesser Swamp-orchid is commonly 
associated with coastal wet heath/sedge land 
wetlands, swampy grassland or swampy forest 
and often where Broad-leaved Paperbark or 
Swamp Mahogany are found.

SPRAT Unlikely - due to the extent of survey 
that has been undertaken in the area. 
Included here as it is known in the area.

Unlikely - due to the extent of survey 
that has been undertaken in the area. 
Included here as it is known in the area.

Plantae Phaius tancarvilleae Lady Tankerville’s 
Swamp Orchid

E E Plant Swamp Lily occurs in north-east and 
south-east Queensland and north-east 
NSW.

Swamp Lily tends to occur in sunny positions in 
swamp forest ecotones. Associated vegetation 
includes swamp sclerophyll forest (Melaleuca 
quinquinervi-Eucalyptus robusta-Lophostemon 
suaveolens), swampy rainforest (often with 
sclerophyll emergents), or fringing open forest.

SPRAT Unlikely - due to the extent of survey in 
the area. 

Unlikely - due to the extent of survey in 
the area. 
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Animalia Mormopterus 
beccarii

Tree Broom-heath V Mammal A range of vegetation types in northern 
Australia from rainforests to open forests 
and woodlands, and are often recorded 
along watercourses.

Widely distributed across northern Australia from 
Western Australia to Queensland, extending 
south to the north-east corner of NSW.

Churchill (1998) Possible - limited suitable habitat. This 
species has been previously recorded 
as part of the Airport Fauna Monitoring 
Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program.

Animalia Mormopterus 
norfolkensis

Eastern Freetail-bat V Mammal Occur in dry sclerophyll forest, 
woodland, swamp forests and 
mangrove forests east of the Great 
Dividing Range.

The Eastern Freetail-bat is found along the east 
coast from south Queensland to southern NSW.

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 
Threatened Species 
Information

Possible - Suitable habitat exists. It has 
been recorded once east of the runway 
in 2005.

Animalia Myotis macropus / 
adversus

Southern Myotis / 
Large-footed Myotis

V Mammal Occurs close to water in caves, mine 
shafts, hollow-bearing trees, and storm 
water channels, buildings, under bridges 
and in dense foliage. Forages over 
streams and pools.

The Large-footed Myotis is found in the coastal 
band from the northwest of Australia, across the 
top end and south to western Victoria.

Churchill (1998) Possible - limited suitable habitat. This 
species has been previously recorded 
as part of the Airport Fauna Monitoring 
Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program.

Animalia Numenius 
madagascariensis

Eastern Curlew NT Ma, Mi Bird The Eastern Curlew is widespread in 
coastal regions in the north-east and 
south of Australia, including Tasmania 
and scattered in other coastal areas.

 Eastern Curlew is found on intertidal mudflats 
and sandflats, often with beds of seagrass, on 
sheltered coasts, especially estuaries, mangrove 
swamps, bays, harbours and lagoons.

Birds in Backyards Known - previously observed in area. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Numenius phaeopus Whimbrel Ma, Mi Bird Whimbrels are common across northern 
Australia and uncommon to rare further 
south.

Whimbrels are found mainly on the coast, on 
tidal and estaurine mudflats, especially near 
mangroves. They are sometimes found on 
beaches and rocky shores.

Birds in Backyards Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Nyctophilus bifax Eastern Long-eared 
Bat

V Mammal Lowland subtropical rainforest and wet 
and swamp eucalypt forest,extending 
into adjacent moist eucalypt forest 
Coastal rainforest and patches of 
coastal scrub.

Found from Cape York through eastern 
Queensland to the far north-east corner of NSW.

Churchill (1998) Possible - limited suitable habitat. This 
species has been previously recorded 
as part of the Airport Fauna Monitoring 
Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program.

Plantae Oberonia 
complanata

Yellow-flowered King 
of the Fairies

E Plant Within NSW, there are several historical 
collections (all pre 1917) of this species 
from Byron Bay and Lismore, and a 
collection from Coffs Harbour from 
1961. More recent observations of this 
species have been made from Lismore 
and Wollumbin.

This species grows on trees and rocks in littoral 
rainforest, subtropical rainforest, dry rainforest, 
wet or dry eucalypt forests, dunes (including 
stabilised sands), stream-side areas, swampy 
forests and mangroves.

NSW DEH Unlikely - due to small distribution. 
Not included in Ecosure (2009c) or 
Maunsel|AECOM Assessment (2007a).

Unlikely.

Plantae Oldenlandia galioides 
/ Hedyotis galiodes

E Plant In north-east NSW, known from 
Whiporie State Forest south of Casino 
and one location in the Tweed district. 
Also occurs on the north-west plains 
of NSW and in Queensland, Northern 
Territory and Western Australia.

Margins of seasonally inundated wetlands 
in paperbark swamps and Forest Red Gum 
(Eucalyptus tereticornis) woodlands.

NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 
Threatened Species 
Information.

Unlikely. Unlikely.

Animalia Pandion haliatus Osprey V Ma, Mi Bird Open forests and woodlands. Coastal Queensland. Simpson and Day 
(1993)

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program.

Plantae Phaius australis Southern Swamp 
Orchid

E E Plant The Lesser Swamp-orchid is endemic 
to Australia and occurs in southern 
Queensland and northern NSW.

The Lesser Swamp-orchid is commonly 
associated with coastal wet heath/sedge land 
wetlands, swampy grassland or swampy forest 
and often where Broad-leaved Paperbark or 
Swamp Mahogany are found.

SPRAT Unlikely - due to the extent of survey 
that has been undertaken in the area. 
Included here as it is known in the area.

Unlikely - due to the extent of survey 
that has been undertaken in the area. 
Included here as it is known in the area.

Plantae Phaius tancarvilleae Lady Tankerville’s 
Swamp Orchid

E E Plant Swamp Lily occurs in north-east and 
south-east Queensland and north-east 
NSW.

Swamp Lily tends to occur in sunny positions in 
swamp forest ecotones. Associated vegetation 
includes swamp sclerophyll forest (Melaleuca 
quinquinervi-Eucalyptus robusta-Lophostemon 
suaveolens), swampy rainforest (often with 
sclerophyll emergents), or fringing open forest.

SPRAT Unlikely - due to the extent of survey in 
the area. 

Unlikely - due to the extent of survey in 
the area. 



128 Gold Coast Airport | Major Development Plan

Kingdom Scientific Name Common Name Qld 
Status

NSW 
Status

Comm. 
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the Localiser Footprint
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the 300m Runway Strip

Animalia Phascolarctos 
cinereus

Koala V V Mammal Range of temperate, sub-tropical and 
tropical forest, woodland and semi-arid 
communities dominated by eucalypts.

Cairns to the New South Wales-Victoria border, 
and includes some island populations. The 
koala’s distribution is not continuous across this 
range, with some populations isolated by cleared 
land or unsuitable habitat.

State Forests of NSW 
(1995)

Unlikely - No scat or indicative markings 
on trees observed during various field 
surveys of the study area. Included in 
original Maunsell|AECOM assessment, 
and included here as the species is listed 
on the PMST.

Possible. Important tree species such 
as Eucalyptus spp. and related genera 
are not abundant throughout the 300m 
runway strip. There has been a recent 
recording of a koala in vegetation 
directly adjacent (to the west) of the 
300m runway strip, though there is 
limited habitat values within the 300m 
runway strip. Prior to sighting of this 
koala, there has been no confirmed 
sightings on Koalas in east of the Tugun 
Bypass, with limited and dated records 
in the Cobaki Environment Precinct. It 
is likely the sighting is a one off incident. 
Physical barriers such as fencing and 
daily monitoring of the aerodrome are 
preventative measures that reduce 
potential risks from fauna impacts 
on aviation operations. Hence, the 
likelihood that koalas exist on the airport 
grounds is low. Refer to Bird and Wildlife 
Management Plan (2012b).

Animalia Planigale maculata Common Planigale V Mammal Common Planigales inhabit rainforest, 
eucalypt forest, heathland, marshland, 
grassland and rocky areas where there 
is surface cover, and usually close to 
water.

Coastal north-eastern NSW, coastal east 
Queensland and Arnhem Land. The species 
reaches its southern distribution limit on the 
NSW lower north coast.

State Forests of NSW 
(1995)

Possible – recorded throughout the 
vicinity of the study area, but limited 
suitable habitat available in the localiser 
footprint.

Likely– recorded in the south-west of the 
300m runway strip.

Animalia Pluvialis fulva Pacific Golden Plover Ma, Mi Bird In Australia it is widespread along the 
coastline.

The Pacific Golden Plover is found on muddy, 
rocky and sandy wetlands, shores, paddocks, 
saltmarsh, coastal golf courses, estuaries and 
lagoons.

Birds in Backyards Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program. This species 
is known to inhabit the Tweed River 
Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Potorous tridactylus Long-nosed Potoroo V V Mammal The Long-nosed Potoroo (SE Mainland) 
is sparsely distributed along the coast 
and Great Dividing Range of south-east 
Queensland through NSW. 

 It can be found in wet eucalypt forests to 
coastal heaths and scrubs.

SPRAT Unlikely - due to distribution. Not included 
in original Maunsell|AECOM assessment.

Unlikely - occurs to the north-west, 
near Stewart Road, Tugun. And to the 
north-west of the Cobaki Environment 
Precinct. Previous surveys undertaken as 
part of the Significant Fauna Monitoring 
Program have not detected this species 
despite extensive trapping effort over 
many years.

Animalia Pteropus 
poliocephalus

Grey-headed Flying-
fox

V V Mammal Variety of habitats including rainforest, 
mangroves, paperbark swamps, 
wet and dry sclerophyll forests and 
cultivated areas.

East coast of Australia from Rockhampton (Qld) 
to western Victoria.

Churchill (1998) Unlikely - the localiser footprint contains 
very little suitable habitat for this species. 
Despite this, the species is known to fly 
over airport land regularly and there is 
continued standardised monitoring of the 
flying-fox hazard via nightly monitoring 
by safety offices during peak flying-fox 
periods.

Possible – though limited foraging 
or roosting habitat available on site 
and recorded throughout the locality. 
Despite this, the species is known to fly 
over airport land regularly and there is 
continued standardised monitoring of the 
flying-fox hazard via nightly monitoring 
by safety offices during peak flying-fox 
periods. It is worth noting that there are 
only small patches of suitable habitat 
for Pteropus poliocephalus. This is the 
area of Melaleuca and Swamp She-oak 
forests in the north west of the 300m 
runway strip.

Plantae Pterostylis nigricans Dark Greenhood V Plant The Dark Greenhood occurs in north-
east NSW north from Evans Head, and 
in Queensland.

Coastal heathland with Heath Banksia (Banksia 
ericifolia), and lower-growing heath with 
lichen-encrusted and relatively undisturbed soil 
surfaces, on sandy soils

NSW DEH Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Not 
mentioned in previous reports.

Possible. Potentially suitable habitat 
exists.

Animalia Ptilinopus regina Rose-crowned Fruit-
Dove

V Bird Occur mainly in subtropical and dry 
rainforest and occasionally in moist 
eucalypt forest and swamp forest, 
where fruit is plentiful.

Coast and ranges of eastern NSW and 
Queensland, from Newcastle to Cape York.

Simpson and 
Day(1993)

Unlikely – limited suitable habitat likely to 
occur in the study area.

Unlikely – limited suitable habitat likely to 
occur in the study area.

Animalia Ptilinopus superbus Superb Fruit-Dove V Ma Bird The Superb Fruit-Dove is found 
along the coast and nearby ranges of 
Queensland and New South Wales 
south to Moruya.

The Superb Fruit-Dove is found in rainforests, 
rainforest margins, mangroves, wooded stream-
margins, and even isolated figs, lilly pillies and 
pittosporums.

NSW DEH Unlikely – marginal and limited habitat 
occurs in the study area. 

Unlikely – marginal habitat occurs in the 
study area. 

Animalia Recurvirostra 
novaehollandiae

Red-necked Avocet Ma Bird Red-necked Avocet is found throughout 
mainland Australia.

The Red-necked Avocet is found in large shallow 
freshwater or saltwater wetlands and estuarine 
mudflats.

Birds in Backyards Possible. Suitable habitat exists. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Rhipidura	rufifrons Rufous Fantail Ma, Mi Bird The Rufous Fantail is found in northern 
and eastern coastal Australia, being 
more common in the north.

The Rufous Fantail is found in rainforest, dense 
wet forests, swamp woodlands and mangroves, 
preferring deep shade, and is often seen close 
to the ground.

Birds in Backyards Possible – some potential habitat occurs 
in the study area. Not originally included 
in Maunsell|AECOM assessment (2007a).

Possible – some potential habitat occurs 
in the study area.
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Animalia Phascolarctos 
cinereus

Koala V V Mammal Range of temperate, sub-tropical and 
tropical forest, woodland and semi-arid 
communities dominated by eucalypts.

Cairns to the New South Wales-Victoria border, 
and includes some island populations. The 
koala’s distribution is not continuous across this 
range, with some populations isolated by cleared 
land or unsuitable habitat.

State Forests of NSW 
(1995)

Unlikely - No scat or indicative markings 
on trees observed during various field 
surveys of the study area. Included in 
original Maunsell|AECOM assessment, 
and included here as the species is listed 
on the PMST.

Possible. Important tree species such 
as Eucalyptus spp. and related genera 
are not abundant throughout the 300m 
runway strip. There has been a recent 
recording of a koala in vegetation 
directly adjacent (to the west) of the 
300m runway strip, though there is 
limited habitat values within the 300m 
runway strip. Prior to sighting of this 
koala, there has been no confirmed 
sightings on Koalas in east of the Tugun 
Bypass, with limited and dated records 
in the Cobaki Environment Precinct. It 
is likely the sighting is a one off incident. 
Physical barriers such as fencing and 
daily monitoring of the aerodrome are 
preventative measures that reduce 
potential risks from fauna impacts 
on aviation operations. Hence, the 
likelihood that koalas exist on the airport 
grounds is low. Refer to Bird and Wildlife 
Management Plan (2012b).

Animalia Planigale maculata Common Planigale V Mammal Common Planigales inhabit rainforest, 
eucalypt forest, heathland, marshland, 
grassland and rocky areas where there 
is surface cover, and usually close to 
water.

Coastal north-eastern NSW, coastal east 
Queensland and Arnhem Land. The species 
reaches its southern distribution limit on the 
NSW lower north coast.

State Forests of NSW 
(1995)

Possible – recorded throughout the 
vicinity of the study area, but limited 
suitable habitat available in the localiser 
footprint.

Likely– recorded in the south-west of the 
300m runway strip.

Animalia Pluvialis fulva Pacific Golden Plover Ma, Mi Bird In Australia it is widespread along the 
coastline.

The Pacific Golden Plover is found on muddy, 
rocky and sandy wetlands, shores, paddocks, 
saltmarsh, coastal golf courses, estuaries and 
lagoons.

Birds in Backyards Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program. This species 
is known to inhabit the Tweed River 
Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Potorous tridactylus Long-nosed Potoroo V V Mammal The Long-nosed Potoroo (SE Mainland) 
is sparsely distributed along the coast 
and Great Dividing Range of south-east 
Queensland through NSW. 

 It can be found in wet eucalypt forests to 
coastal heaths and scrubs.

SPRAT Unlikely - due to distribution. Not included 
in original Maunsell|AECOM assessment.

Unlikely - occurs to the north-west, 
near Stewart Road, Tugun. And to the 
north-west of the Cobaki Environment 
Precinct. Previous surveys undertaken as 
part of the Significant Fauna Monitoring 
Program have not detected this species 
despite extensive trapping effort over 
many years.

Animalia Pteropus 
poliocephalus

Grey-headed Flying-
fox

V V Mammal Variety of habitats including rainforest, 
mangroves, paperbark swamps, 
wet and dry sclerophyll forests and 
cultivated areas.

East coast of Australia from Rockhampton (Qld) 
to western Victoria.

Churchill (1998) Unlikely - the localiser footprint contains 
very little suitable habitat for this species. 
Despite this, the species is known to fly 
over airport land regularly and there is 
continued standardised monitoring of the 
flying-fox hazard via nightly monitoring 
by safety offices during peak flying-fox 
periods.

Possible – though limited foraging 
or roosting habitat available on site 
and recorded throughout the locality. 
Despite this, the species is known to fly 
over airport land regularly and there is 
continued standardised monitoring of the 
flying-fox hazard via nightly monitoring 
by safety offices during peak flying-fox 
periods. It is worth noting that there are 
only small patches of suitable habitat 
for Pteropus poliocephalus. This is the 
area of Melaleuca and Swamp She-oak 
forests in the north west of the 300m 
runway strip.

Plantae Pterostylis nigricans Dark Greenhood V Plant The Dark Greenhood occurs in north-
east NSW north from Evans Head, and 
in Queensland.

Coastal heathland with Heath Banksia (Banksia 
ericifolia), and lower-growing heath with 
lichen-encrusted and relatively undisturbed soil 
surfaces, on sandy soils

NSW DEH Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Not 
mentioned in previous reports.

Possible. Potentially suitable habitat 
exists.

Animalia Ptilinopus regina Rose-crowned Fruit-
Dove

V Bird Occur mainly in subtropical and dry 
rainforest and occasionally in moist 
eucalypt forest and swamp forest, 
where fruit is plentiful.

Coast and ranges of eastern NSW and 
Queensland, from Newcastle to Cape York.

Simpson and 
Day(1993)

Unlikely – limited suitable habitat likely to 
occur in the study area.

Unlikely – limited suitable habitat likely to 
occur in the study area.

Animalia Ptilinopus superbus Superb Fruit-Dove V Ma Bird The Superb Fruit-Dove is found 
along the coast and nearby ranges of 
Queensland and New South Wales 
south to Moruya.

The Superb Fruit-Dove is found in rainforests, 
rainforest margins, mangroves, wooded stream-
margins, and even isolated figs, lilly pillies and 
pittosporums.

NSW DEH Unlikely – marginal and limited habitat 
occurs in the study area. 

Unlikely – marginal habitat occurs in the 
study area. 

Animalia Recurvirostra 
novaehollandiae

Red-necked Avocet Ma Bird Red-necked Avocet is found throughout 
mainland Australia.

The Red-necked Avocet is found in large shallow 
freshwater or saltwater wetlands and estuarine 
mudflats.

Birds in Backyards Possible. Suitable habitat exists. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Rhipidura	rufifrons Rufous Fantail Ma, Mi Bird The Rufous Fantail is found in northern 
and eastern coastal Australia, being 
more common in the north.

The Rufous Fantail is found in rainforest, dense 
wet forests, swamp woodlands and mangroves, 
preferring deep shade, and is often seen close 
to the ground.

Birds in Backyards Possible – some potential habitat occurs 
in the study area. Not originally included 
in Maunsell|AECOM assessment (2007a).

Possible – some potential habitat occurs 
in the study area.
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Animalia Rostratula australis Australian Painted 
Snipe

V E V Bird It is most common in eastern Australia, 
where it has been recorded at 
scattered locations throughout much of 
Queensland, NSW, Victoria and south-
eastern South Australia.

The Australian Painted Snipe generally inhabits 
shallow terrestrial freshwater (occasionally 
brackish) wetlands, including temporary and 
permanent lakes, swamps and claypans. They 
also use inundated or waterlogged grassland or 
saltmarsh, dams, rice crops, sewage farms and 
bore drains. 

Avisure,pers. comm. Unlikely - Based on the survey data 
dating back 13 years and personal 
observations by Martin Ziviani (a 
consultant with Avisure, who undertake 
monthly bird surveys at the airport) over 
the past 7 years there have not been 
any records of Painted Snipe on Gold 
Coast Airport. Furthermore, after his 
discussions with Avisure’s ornithological 
team at Avisure, it seems unlikely that 
GCA contains suitable permanent habitat 
for this species as they are non-migratory 
and attracted to shalUnlikely, grassy 
wetlands.

Unlikely - Based on the survey data 
dating back 13 years and personal 
observations by Martin Ziviani (a 
consultant with Avisure, who undertake 
monthly bird surveys at the airport) over 
the past 7 years there have not been 
any recent records of Painted Snipe on 
Gold Coast Airport. Furthermore, after his 
discussions with Avisure’s ornithological 
team at Avisure, it seems unlikely that 
GCA contains suitable permanent habitat 
for this species as they are non-migratory 
and attracted to shalUnlikely, grassy 
wetlands.

Animalia Saccolaimus 
flaviventris

Yellow-bellied 
Sheathtail-bat

V Mammal Variety of environments, including 
forests.

The Yellow-bellied Sheathtail-bat is a wide-
ranging species found across northern and 
eastern Australia.

NSW DEH Possible, though limited foraging or 
roosting habitat available on site.

Possible - some suitable habitat present.

Animalia Syconycteris 
australis

Common Blossom-
bat

V Mammal Common Blossom-bats often roost 
in littoral rainforest and feed on nectar 
and pollen from flowers in adjacent 
heathland and paperbark swamps. They 
have also been recorded in a range of 
other vegetation communities, such as 
subtropical rainforest, wet sclerophyll 
forest and other coastal forests.

Coastal areas of eastern Australia from Hawks 
Nest in NSW to Cape York peninsula in 
Queensland.

NSW DEH Possible, though limited foraging or 
roosting habitat available on site.

Likely - potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded on the airport site.

Animalia Thalassarche cauta 
cauta

Shy Albatross, 
Tasmanian Shy 
Albatross

V, Mi, Ma Bird The Shy Albatross is a marine 
species occurring in subantarctic and 
subtropical waters.

The recent separation of Shy Albatrosses 
from other closely related taxa confounds our 
understanding of its at-sea distribution. Shy 
Albatrosses appear to occur over all Australian 
coastal waters below 25° S. It is most commonly 
observed over the shelf waters around Tasmania 
and southeastern Australia (Barton 1979; 
Blakers et al.1984; Tickell 1995; Reid et al. in 
press). It appears to be less pelagic than many 
other albatrosses, ranging well inshore over 
the continental shelf, even entering bays and 
harbours (del Hoyo et al. 1992; Reid et al. in 
press). Most adult Shy Albatrosses remain in 
the waters off southeast Australia all year round, 
and seldom venture more than 600km from the 
breeding colony. 

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Thalassarche cauta 
salvini

Salvin’s Albatross V, Mi, Ma Bird Salvin’s Albatross is a marine species 
occurring in subantarctic and 
subtropical waters. Salvin’s Albatross 
nest’s on level or gently sloping ledges, 
summits, slopes and caves of rocky 
islets and stacks, usually in broken 
terrain with little soil and vegetation. 

Salvin’s Albatross is a non-breeding visitor to 
Australian waters.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Thalassarche cauta 
steadi

White-capped 
Albatross

V V, Mi, Ma Bird The White-capped Albatross is a marine 
species and occurs in subantarctic and 
subtropical waters.

The White-capped Albatross is probably 
common off the coast of south-east Australia 
throughout the year.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Thalassarche eremita Chatham Albatross E, Mi, Ma Bird The Chatham Albatross is a marine 
species. It occurs in subantarctic and 
subtropical waters. 

Breeding for the Chatham Albatross is restricted 
to Pyramid Rock, Chatham Islands, off the coast 
of New Zealand. The principal foraging range for 
this species is in coastal waters off eastern and 
southern New Zealand, and Tasmania.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Thalassarche 
melanophris

Black-browed 
Albatross

V V, Mi, Ma Bird The Black-browed Albatross is a 
marine species that inhabits Antarctic, 
subantarctic and temperate waters and 
occasionally enters the tropics 

Individuals are mostly confined to subantarctic 
and Antarctic waters. 

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.
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Animalia Rostratula australis Australian Painted 
Snipe

V E V Bird It is most common in eastern Australia, 
where it has been recorded at 
scattered locations throughout much of 
Queensland, NSW, Victoria and south-
eastern South Australia.

The Australian Painted Snipe generally inhabits 
shallow terrestrial freshwater (occasionally 
brackish) wetlands, including temporary and 
permanent lakes, swamps and claypans. They 
also use inundated or waterlogged grassland or 
saltmarsh, dams, rice crops, sewage farms and 
bore drains. 

Avisure,pers. comm. Unlikely - Based on the survey data 
dating back 13 years and personal 
observations by Martin Ziviani (a 
consultant with Avisure, who undertake 
monthly bird surveys at the airport) over 
the past 7 years there have not been 
any records of Painted Snipe on Gold 
Coast Airport. Furthermore, after his 
discussions with Avisure’s ornithological 
team at Avisure, it seems unlikely that 
GCA contains suitable permanent habitat 
for this species as they are non-migratory 
and attracted to shalUnlikely, grassy 
wetlands.

Unlikely - Based on the survey data 
dating back 13 years and personal 
observations by Martin Ziviani (a 
consultant with Avisure, who undertake 
monthly bird surveys at the airport) over 
the past 7 years there have not been 
any recent records of Painted Snipe on 
Gold Coast Airport. Furthermore, after his 
discussions with Avisure’s ornithological 
team at Avisure, it seems unlikely that 
GCA contains suitable permanent habitat 
for this species as they are non-migratory 
and attracted to shalUnlikely, grassy 
wetlands.

Animalia Saccolaimus 
flaviventris

Yellow-bellied 
Sheathtail-bat

V Mammal Variety of environments, including 
forests.

The Yellow-bellied Sheathtail-bat is a wide-
ranging species found across northern and 
eastern Australia.

NSW DEH Possible, though limited foraging or 
roosting habitat available on site.

Possible - some suitable habitat present.

Animalia Syconycteris 
australis

Common Blossom-
bat

V Mammal Common Blossom-bats often roost 
in littoral rainforest and feed on nectar 
and pollen from flowers in adjacent 
heathland and paperbark swamps. They 
have also been recorded in a range of 
other vegetation communities, such as 
subtropical rainforest, wet sclerophyll 
forest and other coastal forests.

Coastal areas of eastern Australia from Hawks 
Nest in NSW to Cape York peninsula in 
Queensland.

NSW DEH Possible, though limited foraging or 
roosting habitat available on site.

Likely - potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded on the airport site.

Animalia Thalassarche cauta 
cauta

Shy Albatross, 
Tasmanian Shy 
Albatross

V, Mi, Ma Bird The Shy Albatross is a marine 
species occurring in subantarctic and 
subtropical waters.

The recent separation of Shy Albatrosses 
from other closely related taxa confounds our 
understanding of its at-sea distribution. Shy 
Albatrosses appear to occur over all Australian 
coastal waters below 25° S. It is most commonly 
observed over the shelf waters around Tasmania 
and southeastern Australia (Barton 1979; 
Blakers et al.1984; Tickell 1995; Reid et al. in 
press). It appears to be less pelagic than many 
other albatrosses, ranging well inshore over 
the continental shelf, even entering bays and 
harbours (del Hoyo et al. 1992; Reid et al. in 
press). Most adult Shy Albatrosses remain in 
the waters off southeast Australia all year round, 
and seldom venture more than 600km from the 
breeding colony. 

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Thalassarche cauta 
salvini

Salvin’s Albatross V, Mi, Ma Bird Salvin’s Albatross is a marine species 
occurring in subantarctic and 
subtropical waters. Salvin’s Albatross 
nest’s on level or gently sloping ledges, 
summits, slopes and caves of rocky 
islets and stacks, usually in broken 
terrain with little soil and vegetation. 

Salvin’s Albatross is a non-breeding visitor to 
Australian waters.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Thalassarche cauta 
steadi

White-capped 
Albatross

V V, Mi, Ma Bird The White-capped Albatross is a marine 
species and occurs in subantarctic and 
subtropical waters.

The White-capped Albatross is probably 
common off the coast of south-east Australia 
throughout the year.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Thalassarche eremita Chatham Albatross E, Mi, Ma Bird The Chatham Albatross is a marine 
species. It occurs in subantarctic and 
subtropical waters. 

Breeding for the Chatham Albatross is restricted 
to Pyramid Rock, Chatham Islands, off the coast 
of New Zealand. The principal foraging range for 
this species is in coastal waters off eastern and 
southern New Zealand, and Tasmania.

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Thalassarche 
melanophris

Black-browed 
Albatross

V V, Mi, Ma Bird The Black-browed Albatross is a 
marine species that inhabits Antarctic, 
subantarctic and temperate waters and 
occasionally enters the tropics 

Individuals are mostly confined to subantarctic 
and Antarctic waters. 

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.
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Animalia Thalassarche 
melanophris 
impavida

Campbell Albatross V, Mi, Ma Bird The Campbell Albatross is a marine 
sea bird inhabiting sub-Antarctic and 
subtropical waters from pelagic to shelf-
break water habitats.

The Campbell Albatross is a non-breeding visitor 
to Australian waters. Non-breeding birds are 
most commonly seen foraging over the oceanic 
continental slopes off Tasmania, Victoria and 
New South Wales. 

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Todiramphus chloris Collared Kingfisher V Bird Restricted to mangroves and other 
estuarine habitats and mainly occur 
about the mouths of the larger coastal 
rivers.

Around the northern Australian coastline from 
Shark Bay in Western Australia to the mouth of 
the Clarence River, NSW.

DEH Known – potential habitat occurs in 
the study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program. Species 
observed in SEPP 14 area.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program. Species 
observed in SEPP 14 area within the 
300m runway strip.

Animalia Tringa incana Wandering Tattler P Ma, Mi Bird The Wandering Tattler is generally 
found on rocky coasts with reefs and 
platforms, points, spits, piers, offshore 
islands and shingle beaches or beds. 
It is occasionally seen on coral reefs or 
beaches, and tends to avoid mudflats 
(Higgins & Davies 1996). Foraging 
habitat is among rocks or shingle, or 
in shallow pools at edges of reefs or 
beaches, mainly along the tide line. 
Wandering Tattlers have been recorded 
roosting or perching on top of boulders 
surrounded by or close to water.

Coastal areas SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. This 
species is known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary however.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Tringa nebularia Common 
Greenshank

Ma, Mi Bird The Marsh Sandpiper is common across 
the far north of Australia though more 
scattered on other coastal areas and 
sparse inland.

Marsh Sandpipers are commonly seen singly, 
or in small to large flocks in fresh or brackish 
(slightly salty) wetlands such as rivers, water 
meadows, sewage farms, drains, lagoons and 
swamps.

Birds in Backyards Known - previously observed in the 
localiser footprint. Not originally included 
in Maunsell|AECOM assessment (2007a).

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Tringa stagnatilis Marsh Sandpiper Ma, Mi Bird The Marsh Sandpiper lives in permanent 
or ephemeral wetlands of varying 
salinity, including swamps, lagoons, 
billabongs, saltpans, saltmarshes, 
estuaries, pools on inundated 
floodplains, and intertidal mudflats and 
also regularly at sewage farms and 
saltworks.

Coastal areas. SPRAT Possible - known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Tyto longimembris Eastern Grass Owl V Bird This species is a specialist of coastal 
and inland grasslands.

Occurs along the east coast from Cape York 
to the Manning River in NSW. It also occurs in 
western Queensland.

Simpson and Day 
(1993)

Possible – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. Species historically recorded 
in the vicinity of the site.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Xanthomyza/
Anthochaera phrygia

Regent Honeyeater E E Bird Woodlands and open Eucalypt forests. Occurs within 300 km of coastline from Brisbane 
to Adelaide. In NSW, most records are from the 
Great Dividing Range, mainly on the North-
West Plains, North-West and South-West 
Slopes, Northern Tablelands, Central Tablelands 
and Southern Tablelands regions; and also 
the Central Coast and Hunter Valley regions. 
NSW, the Regent Honeyeater has an area of 
occupancy of less than 200 km2 (NSW SC 
2010) and is now largely absent from many areas 
where it was formerly recorded. This is most 
notably the Riverina and South-West Slopes, 
but also in many areas of the Central-West and 
North-West Slopes, and on the Central Coast 
around Sydney.

DEH, SPRAT Unlikely - this species was not included 
in the Ecosure Assessment (2009c) but 
was included in the Maunsell|AECOM 
assessment (2007a). This assessment 
disagrees with the Maunsell|AECOM 
(2007a) , which classified it as moderate.

Unlikely - due to habitat preference.

Animalia Xenus cinereus Terek Sandpiper V Ma, Mi Bird In Australia, has been recorded on 
coastal mudflats, lagoons, creeks and 
estuaries.

Widely distributed across mainland Australia and 
Tasmania.

Simpson and Day 
(1993)

Unlikely - due to habitat preference. Unlikely - due to habitat preference.
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Animalia Thalassarche 
melanophris 
impavida

Campbell Albatross V, Mi, Ma Bird The Campbell Albatross is a marine 
sea bird inhabiting sub-Antarctic and 
subtropical waters from pelagic to shelf-
break water habitats.

The Campbell Albatross is a non-breeding visitor 
to Australian waters. Non-breeding birds are 
most commonly seen foraging over the oceanic 
continental slopes off Tasmania, Victoria and 
New South Wales. 

SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Todiramphus chloris Collared Kingfisher V Bird Restricted to mangroves and other 
estuarine habitats and mainly occur 
about the mouths of the larger coastal 
rivers.

Around the northern Australian coastline from 
Shark Bay in Western Australia to the mouth of 
the Clarence River, NSW.

DEH Known – potential habitat occurs in 
the study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program. Species 
observed in SEPP 14 area.

Likely – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. This species has been 
previously recorded as part of the Airport 
Fauna Monitoring Program. Species 
observed in SEPP 14 area within the 
300m runway strip.

Animalia Tringa incana Wandering Tattler P Ma, Mi Bird The Wandering Tattler is generally 
found on rocky coasts with reefs and 
platforms, points, spits, piers, offshore 
islands and shingle beaches or beds. 
It is occasionally seen on coral reefs or 
beaches, and tends to avoid mudflats 
(Higgins & Davies 1996). Foraging 
habitat is among rocks or shingle, or 
in shallow pools at edges of reefs or 
beaches, mainly along the tide line. 
Wandering Tattlers have been recorded 
roosting or perching on top of boulders 
surrounded by or close to water.

Coastal areas SPRAT Unlikely - no suitable habitat present. This 
species is known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary however.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Tringa nebularia Common 
Greenshank

Ma, Mi Bird The Marsh Sandpiper is common across 
the far north of Australia though more 
scattered on other coastal areas and 
sparse inland.

Marsh Sandpipers are commonly seen singly, 
or in small to large flocks in fresh or brackish 
(slightly salty) wetlands such as rivers, water 
meadows, sewage farms, drains, lagoons and 
swamps.

Birds in Backyards Known - previously observed in the 
localiser footprint. Not originally included 
in Maunsell|AECOM assessment (2007a).

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Tringa stagnatilis Marsh Sandpiper Ma, Mi Bird The Marsh Sandpiper lives in permanent 
or ephemeral wetlands of varying 
salinity, including swamps, lagoons, 
billabongs, saltpans, saltmarshes, 
estuaries, pools on inundated 
floodplains, and intertidal mudflats and 
also regularly at sewage farms and 
saltworks.

Coastal areas. SPRAT Possible - known to inhabit the Tweed 
River Estuary.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Tyto longimembris Eastern Grass Owl V Bird This species is a specialist of coastal 
and inland grasslands.

Occurs along the east coast from Cape York 
to the Manning River in NSW. It also occurs in 
western Queensland.

Simpson and Day 
(1993)

Possible – potential habitat occurs in the 
study area. Species historically recorded 
in the vicinity of the site.

Unlikely - no suitable habitat present.

Animalia Xanthomyza/
Anthochaera phrygia

Regent Honeyeater E E Bird Woodlands and open Eucalypt forests. Occurs within 300 km of coastline from Brisbane 
to Adelaide. In NSW, most records are from the 
Great Dividing Range, mainly on the North-
West Plains, North-West and South-West 
Slopes, Northern Tablelands, Central Tablelands 
and Southern Tablelands regions; and also 
the Central Coast and Hunter Valley regions. 
NSW, the Regent Honeyeater has an area of 
occupancy of less than 200 km2 (NSW SC 
2010) and is now largely absent from many areas 
where it was formerly recorded. This is most 
notably the Riverina and South-West Slopes, 
but also in many areas of the Central-West and 
North-West Slopes, and on the Central Coast 
around Sydney.

DEH, SPRAT Unlikely - this species was not included 
in the Ecosure Assessment (2009c) but 
was included in the Maunsell|AECOM 
assessment (2007a). This assessment 
disagrees with the Maunsell|AECOM 
(2007a) , which classified it as moderate.

Unlikely - due to habitat preference.

Animalia Xenus cinereus Terek Sandpiper V Ma, Mi Bird In Australia, has been recorded on 
coastal mudflats, lagoons, creeks and 
estuaries.

Widely distributed across mainland Australia and 
Tasmania.

Simpson and Day 
(1993)

Unlikely - due to habitat preference. Unlikely - due to habitat preference.




