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7.1 Consultation Process

In developing a MDP, airports must publish a preliminary 
draft MDP and invite public comment. Consultation is 
to occur as required with state and local governments, 
airport stakeholders and the general public. Airservices 
and GCAPL will undertake public consultation on all 
elements of the proposal including flight paths and the 
associated noise impacts concurrently through MDP.

During preparation of the preliminary draft MDP, initial 
consultations have occurred with key agencies and other 
stakeholders.

During the 60 business day public comment period of the 
preliminary draft MDP, a much wider group of stakeholders 
and the general public were be engaged through a range 
of forums, publications, public notices etc.

GCAPL has considered the comments received and has 
prepared a draft MDP, with a supplementary report to the 
Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development for a 
decision. 

Airservices has also considered comments received for 
the flight path approval process. Feedback on all elements 
of the project have been captured through the formed 
MDP process.

The submitted information has been considered by the 
Minister. 

Further details on the public consultation process is 
provided in Sections 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 and 7.5. 

7.2 Commitment to Proactive 
Consultation

GCAPL is committed to ongoing and proactive 
communication and engagement with the local 
community. GCAPL has a number of key community 
forums in place and additionally presents updates to local 
community groups regularly. GCAPL maintains extensive 
public information on the Gold Coast Airport website 
relating to airport operations, activities and complaint 
handling processes. GCAPL also works closely with 
Airservices to monitor local aircraft noise complaints. 

7.3 Consultation Prior to the 
Public Comment Period

GCAPL has engaged with a range of key stakeholders, 
including elected representatives and officers of local, 
state and Federal Government, industry, business and 
external consultancies in developing the preliminary draft 
MDP.

The focus of this engagement has been to:

 → Explain how the ILS will operate and its benefits;

 → Discuss and confirm the approach being taken 
by GCAPL and Airservices with the proposed 
implementation of an ILS; 

 → Seek support for the ILS.

Specifically the stakeholders that have been consulted 
during this stage of development of the preliminary draft 
MDP have included:

 → Federal Department of Infrastructure and Regional 
Development

 → Federal Department of the Environment

 → New South Wales Department of Planning and 
Environment

 → New South Wales Roads and Maritime Services

 → New South Wales Crown Land

 → Federal Government Ministers and Members of 
Parliament:

 »   Karen Andrews – Federal Member for McPherson;

 »  Stephen Ciobo - Federal Member for Moncrief;

 »  Justine Elliott - Federal Member for Richmond.

 →  Queensland State Government Ministers and Members 
of Parliament:

 »  Michael Hart – State Member for Burleigh;

 »  Jan Stuckey – State Member for Currumbin;

 »  Ray Stevens – State Member for Mermaid Beach;

 » Ros Bates – State Member for Mudgeeraba;

 »  John-Paul Langbrook – State Member for 
Surfers Paradise;

 »  Rob Molhoek – State Member for Southport.
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 → New South Wales State Government Ministers and 
Members of Parliament:

 » Geoff Provest – State Member for Tweed;

 » George Souris – Former State Tourism Minister;

 » Don Page – Former State Member for Ballina.

 → Tweed Shire Councillors;

 → City of Gold Coast Councillors;

 → Community Aviation Consultation Group;

 → Airport Noise Abatement Consultative Committee;

 → General Aviation Consultative Committee;

 → Tweed Heads Pony club;

 → Indigenous groups;

 → Airlines.

7.4 The Public Comment 
Period

The public comment period commenced on 20 April 2015 
and concluded on 13 July 2015. During this time GCAPL 
and Airservices consulted with the following stake holders:

 → Federal Department of Infrastructure and Regional 
Development;

 → Federal Department of the Environment;

 → Queensland Government;

 → New South Wales Government;

 → City of Gold Coast Council;

 → Tweed Shire Council;

 → Federal members of parliament;

 → State members of parliament;

 → Local Councillors;

 → Airservices

 → Civil Aviation Safety Authority;

 → Airlines;

 → Industry groups;

 → Community groups 

GCAPL and Airservices undertook a range of stakeholder 
engagement activities including:

 → Briefings with key stakeholders;

 → Staffed public information sessions;

 → Provision of preliminary draft MDP’s at Gold Coast 
Airport reception and at various locations, namely 
council libraries through hard copies (copies were also 
available for download from the Gold Coast Airport 
website);

 → Joint GCAPL and Airservices media releases and fact 
sheets;

 → Joint GCAPL and Airservices media briefings;

 → Provision of information on the Gold Coast Airport 
website and Facebook page;

 → Advertisements in local newspapers and community 
publications outlining both the community consultation 
period and advising of relevant forums and sessions 
that the community can attend to learn more;

 → Social Media

 → Mail drop to affected properties

 → Fielding of telephone enquiries

7.5 After The Public Comment 
Period

GCAPL has considered the comments received during the 
60 business day public comment period and has revised 
the draft MDP and prepared a supplementary report to the 
Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development for a 
decision. Airservices have also considered any comments 
received relating to the flight path and noise impacts. The 
supplementary report includes copies of all of the written 
public, government and other stakeholders’ comments/
submissions with an explanation as to how the comments/
submissions have been taken into account in finalising a 
draft MDP for submission to the Minister.

The Minister is required to reach a decision in accordance 
with the statutory time frames outlined in the Airports 
Act. If the Minister does not reach a decision within this 
time and after receiving all the necessary documents and 
information, the Minister is taken to have approved the 
draft MDP.

Should the Minister approve the draft MDP, a final MDP 
is required to be prepared within 50 business days 
which includes any amendments identified during the 
decision process.




