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I didn’t grow up tending gardens. I lived in the suburbs of Detroit, and it took me
26 minutes to mow the lawn with a push-mower—front and back. Most of our
tiny backyard was taken up by a swimming pool (tough childhood, I know). But
I always loved taking care of the grass. I loved the idea of things that grow, and
of tending to a garden someday when I had the space. Well, marry a farmer’s
daughter and you’ll get your chance soon enough.
The first real vegetable garden I ever planted was in the spring of 2013. Our yard
was a giant field in direct sunlight, so the space available was practically
infinite. Not wanting to bite off more than I could chew for my first year of real
gardening, I hoed out a modest square. Because the field was frequented by
deer, I zip-tied a plastic fence around the square. Not a few times was a
comment made about the meager size of my garden vis-à-vis the field it was in,
but I defended myself by referring to my inexperience. I put in tomatoes, green
beans, onions, carrots, and some lettuce. When all was set, it was a beautiful,
nicely arranged pile of dirt with a few seedlings lined up in neat little rows.
Then it grew. By the time the summer was out, the tomatoes had grown over the
beans, the onions barely gained in size, and the carrots never took root. We had
plenty of healthy tomatoes, but there was so little space to get through the
garden that I ended up trampling on some beans just to get in there. So I took
the fence down, at which time the deer promptly came through and helped
themselves to the lettuce. What had happened? My beautiful garden choked
itself out because I didn’t give the veggies enough space to grow.
Over the years I learned to plan for growth.
Whenever I expanded (or rebuilt) the fence, I made
sure it was large enough to occupy the plans I had
for the vegetables. I learned the hard way that
vegetables need lots of space to grow. It seems a bit
obvious, doesn’t it? Not to me. Not then. But it does
now.
A healthy church in a popular area grows. It may
seem a bit obvious, but the fence needs to get
bigger. The “fence” in this case could be physical
space (Ministry Center: check), but in order for the
ministry to grow, the regular contributions must grow.
We (and by we I mean the congregation) are
planning for growth. The average Sunday
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Please turn in your pledge
cards by the end of this
month.



Ladies Aid Bake Sale is
Saturday, December 1.



Another Visual Faith
Workshop will be offered on
January 13 to focus on
colored pencils.
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attendance has increased by at least 50 over the last year
and a half, and over 30 new members have joined us in the
last few months. We’re growing. But the fence needs to
accommodate the growth, or that same growth will get
chocked out.
If you are a routine giver to the church, I’m not talking to you.
Thank you for your contribution, which is surely out of
thankfulness to Christ’s gifts given to you through the ministry
of St. Paul. No, I’m writing to those of you who have not yet
made a lifestyle commitment to give regularly. Thank God for
the faithful givers, whoever they are, for sustaining the ministry
here. But for the fence to expand, you need to do more than
thank them. You need to imitate them.

2018 Contribution Analysis
Envelopes in Report

456

Envelopes that Gave

287 (63%)

Average Weekly per Envelope

$43

Average Monthly per Envelope

$185

Average Annual per Envelope

$2,236

Number of
Contributors

Amount Contributed
in 2018

169

No Contributions

150

$1-$1000

Plan for growth. Expand the fence. Set it and forget it with an
automatic withdrawal. www.stpaulbaycity.org/contact. Click
“Give Online Tithe & Offerings”. And of course, take and eat:
there’s plenty of food to go around.

61

$1000-$2500

34

$2500-$5000

31

$5000-$10,000

Pastor Matyas

11

$10,000+

The Answer is: NOW!
Perhaps you’re one of the many folks who have
asked: “When is my pledge for the Ministry Center
due?” The answer is: NOW! Or, maybe you’ve
asked: “I’m going to give an Upfront gift – when do
you want that turned in?” The answer is: NOW!
That may sound somewhat abrupt. It’s not
intended to. Yet, the reality is, the “Join the Journey”
Committee needs to know by the end of this month
(November 30th) where we are with pledges and
Upfront gifts.
That’s not to say we need to actually have your
3-5 year pledge completed by the 30th. Nor do we
need to have your “Upfront Gift” in hand by that
date. We just need to have your pledge card
completed (indicating your intentions for an Upfront
gift and/or your 3-5 year pledge) and turned in by
the end of the month. If you’ve already completed
your pledge card, thank you.
As you may recall, our Resolution that was
overwhelming adopted at the August 19th Voters
meeting stated that: Construction will be authorized
after the congregation has received a cash-in-hand
amount of $925,000, with an additional $100,000
total (minimum) per year pledged towards debt

reduction. Right now, we have a significant start
toward our goal, however we have a long way to
go. That is not to say it can’t be done, because it
can be.
So, that’s why we need everyone’s pledge card
turned in NOW. We’re at that juncture in our journey
where we need to see how we’ve progressed since
the beginning of our campaign.
As we move forward in faith, remember what
God has promised in 1 Chronicles 28:20: “Be strong
and courageous and do the work. Do not be afraid
or discouraged, for the Lord God, is with you. He will
not fail you or forsake you until all the work . . . is
finished.” And in Proverbs 16:3: “Entrust your efforts
to the Lord and your plans will succeed.”
Pledge cards can be turned in at the Church/
School office – placed in the special box in the
Narthex – in the offering during worship – or given to
a member of the “Join the Journey” Steering
Committee (Pastor Matyas, Janelle Wiess, Dan
Bourdow, Sam Britton).
We invite you to “Join the Journey.” Hopefully, if
you haven’t already, you’ll join NOW.
Thank you.
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Ladies Aid News
President Darlene Zeilinger
welcomed all members and
guests. Melissa Appold opened
with a devotion entitled Election
Day Prayer. Election day ushers in
a new era for our nation. Whether
local, state or national
government, encountering
transition is not a new concept.
As Hebrews 13:8 reminds us, there
is only One who will never
change: Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever.
As Christians, what can we do for
election day? We can make
prayer our first response and not
our last resort. Take a look at
these four ways we can
remember to pray on election
day.
1. We can pray for our
government leaders.
2. We can pray for wisdom for
ourselves.

3. We can pray for our nation
as a whole.
4. We can praise God that He
knows every detail of this election
and He is still in control.
God has not forgotten His
people. His Word promises that He
will not abandon us, but will be
with us, no matter our
governmental elections and their
choices. For His steadfast love, we
can praise Him for being the One
worthy of our trust!
Heidi Schultz, Pastor Matyas,
and Jack Lustila presented us with

the new hot lunch program for
the School and why we chose not
to participate with the
government funding. They had
suggestions on ways we can help
with the program.
The bake sale committee is
busy with planning and preparing
for the bake sale on December
1st, 2018. Sign-up sheets for
volunteering were passed
around. Christmas party is
December 3rd at Pierce Road Bar
and Grill. Cost is $13; please let
Committee know if you will be
attending. Committee is Kim
Snover, Lisa Stanley, Debbie
Neuman, and Ashley Claus.
Elections for the 2019 year are as
follows:
Darlene Zeilinger - President,
Cathi Reymore - Vice President,
Stacey Hildebrant - Treasurer
Angela Buda - Secretary

Election Results from November’s Voters Meeting
New officers for 2019 are below:
Chairman - Ben Helmreich
Vice Chairman - John Schlicker
Treasurer - Andy Wiess
Secretary - Jean Begick
Board of Elders - Richard Doan,
Roger Hendrick, Howard
McMullen, Jeremy Warren

Board of Ed - Kristen Kolberg and
Kelly Kusterer
Board of Trustees - Scott Lowe,
Caleb Schultz, Dan Wills
Board of Youth Ministry - Diane
Behmlander and Matt List
Assistant Financial Secretary Bill Dijak

Board of Business Management Lynn Hendrick and Kathy Lustila
Recreation Committee Secretary Matt Schlicker

Thanksgiving Worship Schedule

Wednesday, November 21 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, November 22 9 a.m.
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LWML Friendship Circle
“Shout with Joy to God!” and meet up with the
“Lutheran Women in Mission” of St Paul who are
active in our LWML!
Join in where our Journey is continuing …
…into Fall, where opportunities to serve our Lord
continue to keep us moving – one look at the
Church calendar and weekly bulletins tells all! We
are a church family on the move! What Joy!
…into Frankenmuth on Nov. 14th for a delightful
afternoon helping residents of The Lutheran Home
play Bingo and celebrate those with November
birthdays!
…into St Paul auditorium on Nov 15th for our
annual Fundraising Auction, and seriously conduct a
short but vital business meeting beforehand.
…into the mighty Mites for Missions on Giving
Tuesday, Nov 27, at www.lwml.org/givingtuesday
where your mite donation will be doubled on that
day.
…into the hearts and minds of our Secret Pals
when these special ladies and 8th grade
Confirmands receive a note of encouragement and
love from us.

2018 Friendship Circle Auction
Auctioneer and Vanna

...into the home of our seminary student James
Neuendorf where our notes of encouragement and
monthly support are welcomed.
…into December as we prepare our hearts for
the Christmas Birthday of Jesus, take joy in
gathering for our Friendship Circle Christmas party:
Thursday, Dec 20th, 6 p.m., in the St. Paul
auditorium, catered by Char House, $12 per person.
Exchange gifts, Mites, Gag gifts.
…into the prayerful and financial support of our
St Paul Ministry Center which will serve this
congregation and community for generations.
Involvement grows enthusiasm grows
commitment grows a successful journey toward The
Ministry Center!
Give thanks to God for His blessings of Love,
Redemption, Hope and a Future! What joy is ours in
serving our Lord!
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Joining the St. Paul Family

Jerod and Becca Bradley are transferring to us from Risen Christ
Lutheran Church in Plymouth. They were married at St. Michael’s
Lutheran Church in Richville on September 26, 2015. Jerod is a
Doctor of Chiropractic and owns Sargent Chiropractic Clinic in
Bay City. Becca is a Registered Dental Hygienist and works with
underserved children in a school based dental program covering
all of Michigan.

Jerod and Becca Bradley

We have a new family joining our church and
school. Dan and Nicole Covieo along with their
children Elaina (6) and Calvin (4) have transferred
here from Zion Lutheran Church. Dan and Nicole
just celebrated their 10th Wedding Anniversary on
October 18th. Their children are very happy to be
attending school at St. Paul. Elaina is in 1st grade
and Calvin is in 4-year-old preschool. The Covieo
family has said that they are very thankful for the
warm welcomes they have received and they
feel incredibly blessed to belong to such a
wonderful church and school community.
Dan and Nicole Covieo
Elaina and Calvin

Melissa Gerhauser recently transferred from St. John
Amelith where she was confirmed and attended the school
from kindergarten through 8th grade. Melissa works for
Covenant HealthCare as a credentialing specialist for the
physician hospital organization. She enjoys skiing and spending
time with her nephews. She enjoys decorating and working on
home improvement projects as well.
Melissa Gerhauser
Contact information for new members received since the latest directory was published is provided in the blue photo album at
the bottom of the case where new member pictures are displayed in the church entry. Pictures removed to make room for new
ones are stored in the photo album until those recently received members are pictured in a new directory.
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Out of Pakistan
Pakistan isn’t one of those nations that hits the
headlines very often, yet recently there has been
one story I’ve been following that seems to have no
end to its developments. This is the on-going news
event regarding Asia Bibi.
Asia Bibi is living a truly threatening nightmare all
because of a cup of water. It’s unimaginable that
offering someone a drink of cool water on a hot day
could lead to years of solitary imprisonment with the
threat of execution hanging over your head. But,
that’s exactly what’s happened and is still
happening to a young mother of five children. As
you’ve probably read, she’s charged with the
deadly sentence of blasphemy against Mohammed
because she’s Christian. Fellow farm workers
claimed she made derogatory comments about
Mohammed which in Pakistan leads to the death
sentence. She has been living a terrible life in solitary
confinement because of this since 2009. Although
there has been no proof of her guilt, many scream
for her death by hanging. Even her lawyer, whose
life is also threatened, has left the country and is
hiding in the Netherlands at this time.
Recently she was finally told the conviction had
been set aside and she was free to leave prison.
However, many are demonstrating and leading
mob demonstrations against her, making normal life
almost impossible. There are mixed, uncorroborated
accounts that she is being kept in prison for her own
safety. Her family’s whereabouts are not truly known
at this time. On Thursday, November 8, a brief article
appeared on WORLD Magazine’s, The Sift (an online
news review) stating that she had left prison but
remains in Pakistan because of violent threats
against her, making it difficult to get her out of the
country. Italy, the United States, and relief agencies
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such as Open Doors are working to bring her to
safety. At this time, Nov. 8, it seems that she will
remain in Pakistan as courts process an appeal to
have her acquittal filed by a Muslim attorney.
Conflicting reports give the impression that so much
is unknown, so much is very uncertain, and that Asia
Bibi remains under terrible threats to take her life
apart from the law.

The plea goes out to keep Asia Bibi in your
constant daily prayers. All because of a cool drink
of water on a hot day this Christian woman is still
experiencing severe, life threatening persecution.
Pray for her protection and continued
strengthening. Pray that there will be an honest
Muslim attorney who will file appeals for her, and
that soon she can find safety in Italy. Pray also for
those from Open Doors and in Italy that their efforts
will work for her good and that of her family.
News sources for the above article were taken
from “Family Research Council’s Washington Watch
Update with Tony Perkins,” October 31, 2018, and
November 6, 2018. And World Magazine’s ‘’The
Sift,” November 8, 2018 by Onize Ohikere from
Abuja, Nigeria.
- Anonymous

Pastor:
Rev. Dennis Matyas
Director of Family Life Ministries:
Mr. David Schultz
School Principal:
Mr. Jack Lustila
Secretary:
Mrs. Ruth Schian

Newsletter articles for the December
newsletter are due on Wednesday,
December 12, 2018. You may submit
articles to the email address below or
drop them off in the office.
Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org
Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org
Fax: 989.684.0882
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Acolyte and Reader Schedule for December 2018
Acolytes:
Sun., Dec. 2

Readers:
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Lillian
Garcia
Vanessa
Burkhard
Scott
Engelhardt
Terry Burkhard
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Wed., Dec. 5

3:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Chessa
Bourdow
Jake Appold
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sun., Dec. 9

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Lexi
Hutchinson
Caroline
Douponce
Jack
Lustila
Jeremy Warren
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Wed., Dec. 12

Song Service

6:30 p.m.
Hayden
Swartz
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Grades 5-8 Sing)

Sun., Dec. 16

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Maggie
Behmlander
Riley
Jimenez
Ken
Van
Cise
David Schultz
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Wed., Dec. 19

Christmas Program

6:30 p.m.
Rachel Mammel
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(PS-8th)

Sun., Dec. 23

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Allie
Kochanny
Brooklynn
Garrett
Ben
Helmreich
Howard McMullen
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mon., Dec. 24

3:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Vanessa
Burkhard
Blake Lowe
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Christmas Eve

Tues., Dec. 25

9:00 a.m.
Alina Damic
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Christmas Day

Sun., Dec. 30

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Cadence
Swartz
Emily
EauClaire
Paul
Begick
Roy Schmidt
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mon., Dec. 31

6:30 p.m.
Deanna Zeilinger

New Year’s Eve

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in December
Altar Guild:
Dorothy Helmreich
Sally McMullen
Elders:
Howard Helmreich
Ken Van Cise
Vaughn Begick
Howard McMullen
Jeremy Warren

Ushers (8:00 a.m. and any evening services
during the first half of the month.):
Group #2
Randy Appold (239-2072)
Weston Appold
Greg Behmlander
Matt Appold
Daryl Appold
Rylan Appold

Ushers (10:30 a.m. and any evening
services during the last half of the month.):
Group #5
Bob Campbell (249-4344)
Terry Burkhard
Richard Doan
Head Usher: Rollan Berger
(684-5944)
Cell (450-6618)

December Greeters
Greeters:
Sun., Dec. 2

8:00 a.m.
Jean Appold & Mary Lou Appold
Anthony & Kathleen Colone

10:30 a.m.
Steve & Debra Neuman
Loraine Diment & Paul Begick

Dale & Lynn Jezowski
Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger

Ronald & Ardith Reuther
Bill & Bonnie List

Tom & Nancy Hoerauf
Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley

Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick
Jack & Kathy Lustila

Angela Buda
David & Stacey Hildebrant

Vaughn & Margie Begick
Janet Beckers & Paulette Beckers

Anthony & Kathleen Colone
Wayne & Darlene Zeilinger

Floyd & Julia Appold
Marian & Terry Kernstock

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Dec. 9

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Dec. 16

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Dec. 23

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., Dec. 30
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