
To Change the World 

I regularly make a study of culture. No, I don't go sit in a Starbucks and people watch, 

nor do I take notes on current popular trends. I mean I literally study the theoretical and 

historical subject of cultural anthropology, particularly in relation to its intersection with 

Christianity. 

Even the word "culture" has undergone so many definitions and derivative nuances that I 

hesitate to confirm one over the other, but would rather cite examples of use. Each one 

of the following examples has in common an artificial nature—culture is manmade. 

Sometimes "culture" is something sophisticated, as in, "My, what a display of culture and 

beauty." Sometimes "culture" is related to an individual group of people, as in, "The 

culture of the Ojibwa Indians remains the heritage of many people." Sometimes "culture" 

is referred to as a bad attitude or ideal, as in, "American culture has lost its traditional 

family values." 

Let's take the last one, since most of you are concerned (rightly) by it. The "culture" 

around you is, to quote my grandmother, "going to hell in a hand basket." She's been 

asleep in Jesus since 2003, but I am positive that, were she alive today, she'd amend her 

statement to, "Our culture lives in hell's hand basket. [Insert laundry list of reasons why.]" 

I'd agree with Grandma's laundry list, which would spill over into the church's culture. 

When writing sermons, I routinely have maladies in mind for Christians that are almost no 

different from non-Christians. It's not surprising, given the history of American culture's 

interaction with Christians. A hundred (or even sixty) years ago, American values were so 

copacetic with Christian values that for someone not to belong to a local church was 

unusual. But precisely because of that, when American values became more 

secularized, it was easy to see church as a relic of Americana: Leave It To Beaver, The 

Andy Griffith Show, twin beds, stay-at-home moms, apple pie, and going to church on 

Sundays. All part of the zeitgeist. But church transcends any local culture, since "all 

nations" hear the call to follow Jesus Christ. So how do we get back to the "good ole' 

days"? How do we change the culture to be more Christ-like? 

Simply put, we don't. 

Historically speaking, the general populace does not define or change culture. 

Historically speaking, the majority value does not define the societal norm. Historically 

speaking, elite power structures from the outside of the cultural center use networks of 

other elites to sort of "break in" to the dominant cultural worldview, creating artifacts of 

influence through a variety of means to redefine the status quo (i.e., the show Friends 

acceptably defined a person in their mid-to-late twenties as a coffee-swilling, sex-crazed 

egomaniac whose life choices were governed solely by emotion; Disney said it was ok to 

face your responsibilities with a "let it go" attitude, despite the damage caused to other 

people). The result can be good (as in the Edict of Milan, which established legal 

tolerance of Christians in the Roman Empire in 313 AD), or bad (as in the foothold  
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granted to the Third Reich in 1933). In none of these examples was the culture the majority opinion, yet they held/hold 

sway by systems of power. Then, gradually, the general populace begins to drink the kool-aid and voila! individuals act 

according to the dominant culture (smart phones, anyone?). Sustained viability of the culture then becomes contingent 

on the acceptance of the people living in it ("you say you want a revolution, well you know, we all want to change the 

world"). 

If church is a microcosm of this theory, then church likewise has a culture that is not dominated by the populace, although 

the populace does adhere to it. We could, on a minor level, sneak around and teach individual minds one at a time and 

hope for the best. But historically speaking, that isn't what happens (i.e. Pastor Sievers did not wait for a group of immigrants 

to approach him, but rather the opposite; the Bible does not ask us what we feel like learning today, it just teaches us 

whether we like it or not; you don't dictate the content of the sermon, doctrine, the Will of God). So how does the church 

get from one type of culture to another? How do we change and grow? 

Simply put, we don't change the culture. We create the culture. 

Neither my wife or I were campers when we got married. But we had both been camping and liked it, so we literally had a 

conversation wherein we decided we were campers. So we went out, bought a tent and some supplies, and went 

camping. Our actions changed our definition. Church acts the same way, since it is a dialectic network—a culture of 

relationships built over shared values in the name of Jesus Christ. 

You want a loving church? Be loving. You want a welcoming church? Be welcoming. You want more people in church? 

Invite and pick-up more people for church. You want a strong spiritual life? Get involved with a Bible Study. You want a 

strong school? Hold your teachers in places of honor, for they create the culture of your school. You want a church for the 

21st century and beyond? Pay for it. 

Were you watching closely? Because I just showed you the slight of hand. Your leaders are the so-called "elite" in whom 

you have trusted to follow the will of God. They create a culture that is either accepted and followed (toward peace and 

growth), or rejected and derailed (toward bitterness and failure). It is my desire, my hope, and my confidence that God 

makes a positive culture at St. Paul through the love of Jesus Christ. Through such positivity, He is also making a stronger 

place to facilitate the loving, welcoming, inviting, Spirit-filled, educational, relational plant on the corner of Ziegler and 

Westside Saginaw Roads. 

The strength of the culture only goes as far as its leaders, and its viability only exists as long as its populace buys into it. The 

Special Voters' Assembly on August 19th will give you the opportunity to continue the journey of St. Paul towards a Ministry 

Center that will better facilitate our culture as a congregation and its future growth for generations to come. 

I go before you in word and deed, honored to serve such a faithful culture of Christians. God will do this and more through 

you. Of this I am sure. 

Pastor Matyas 

To Change the World ...Continued from page 1 
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“Join the Journey” 
Moving from Blessing to Blueprints to Building 

Exciting plans unveiled for the all-new proposed  

St. Paul Ministry Center. 

Sunday, August 19, 2018 

2:00 p.m.- 4:00 p.m. 

St. Paul Church 

(Child-care available) 



Have you ever heard a person say things like: “I just 

can’t tell you how I felt”…. 

or “Words alone can’t express how moved I was 

when…” or  “I have no words to tell you how much that 

meant to me!”… 

An instrumentalist, who also taught poetry to his 

students in school, once wrote:  “For all that language 

can accomplish, it is still a net filled with holes, and there 

are vast currents of existence that it will never catch. To 

have the experience of being moved beyond language 

is essential to claiming our full humanity. The vibration of 

the soul and the resonance of the spirit most regularly 

become audible through the sounds of music offered to 

the glory of God.”   

Obviously, I love to make music for the same reasons 

mentioned above, be it on the organ, piano, guitar, wind 

instruments, etc., and also, of course, by singing!  

In the same way, our Bell Choir people and Church 

(vocal) Choir, have enjoyed offering their gifts of music in 

our worship services….(and may I not fail to mention how 

wonderful the whole congregation of St. Paul sings the 

hymns and liturgy!) How wonderful it is to be able to 

combine words that teach and make confession of our 

Christian faith with music!!! 

I have found it truly 

remarkable how many 

years a number of our 

choir members have 

been singing and 

playing music!!! 

If God has blessed 

you with the ‘gift of 

music’ and are able to 

use that gift in our worship services, I hope and pray that 

you will consider joining one or both of our musical 

groups. (Note! Bell Choir is somewhat limited in the 

number of people who can play since there are basically 

just eleven positions. However, there are ways of getting 

more people involved, and ‘substitutes’ are often 

needed as well.)   

Choir start-up times and date for the 2018-2019 choir 

year:  

Bell Choir: Tuesday, Sept. 4,  meets in the church 

balcony @ 6:00 pm 

Church (vocal) Choir: Tuesday, Sept. 4, @ 7:00 pm  

Note: we usually try to finish by 8:00 pm, however, we 

may go a bit longer at certain times of year, e.g. Advent/

Christmas season.   

‘Notes’ from Mr. Schimm, the Director of Church Music 
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Dwight and Duana McCulloch have been married for 35 

years and both are retired; however, Dwight still works as 

a realtor.  They have 4 adult children, 10 grandchildren 

and 4 great-grands and 2 dogs.  Dwight and Duana enjoy 

family activities and take pride in attending as many of 

their activities and functions as they can. Dwight is very 

involved within community. They recently transferred from 

Faith Lutheran Church in Bay City. 

Newly transferred members, Ray and Debbie Garcia are 

no strangers to St Paul. They are the parents of our 5th 

and 6th grade teacher Justin Garcia, and of their 

daughter Kristen Glasser. Their oldest, Alan is a graphic 

designer. Ray retired from Dow Chemical, and works part 

time at Meadows AFC home. He is very involved with the 

Auburn Williams baseball league. After 29 years of in-

home day care, Debbie now works full time at Artisans 

Landscaping in Auburn. Their family has organized 

Christian concerts for the past 10 years. They enjoy all 

their grandchildren, especially at their beach house. 

Welcome to Our New Members 

Dwight and Duana McCulloch  

Ray and Debbie Garcia 



 

$10 per person 

$5 for high school students 

 

All supplies provided 

 

No prior experience necessary 

 

Call the church office by  

Sept. 3 to register: 989.686.7140 

 

Join us for an evening of 

creativity as we look to reflect 

on God’s Word in a unique 

way. 

“I write these things to you… 

that you may know that you 

have eternal life.” 1 John 5:13 
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Some things never change - like the order of the 

seasons and the months. It still feels like summer, those 

lazy, hazy days which encourage our feet to stay in 

sandals, or less. But the calendar changes and demands 

we look ahead. Now we're one page away from flipping 

over to September! And then our schedules and 

calendars will not look like those lazy, hazy days anymore. 

Change is good, change is refreshing, change is 

important. So, we plan to enjoy the changes, embrace 

them, and grow!  

Our September meeting will have a change! The eight 

area LWML church groups are invited to hear our guest 

speaker Joy Markus! Joy will share her life story of how she 

came to know Christ while living in a Muslim country and 

was miraculously able to escape her dangerous situation 

and the threats on her life. Please take advantage of the 

opportunity to hear the story of God’s grace in Joy’s life. 

(Thursday, September 20, 6:30pm, St Paul auditorium.) 

Another possible change for our September meeting 

could be the business meeting time. Please keep your 

eyes and ears piqued for LWML FC updates! 

Shout for Joy to God! The LWML Michigan District 

Convention was a blessed success and a blessing to all in 

attendance! The St Paul ladies who were able to capture 

the event are looking forward to sharing many of the 

highlights special to them. Assuredly, the overall “take-

home” feeling we could agree on is one of inspiration. 

We are inspired to refocus on the core objectives of 

LWML to be the hands, feet and voice of our Lord. 
 

LWML Objectives 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is 

recognized as the official women’s auxiliary organization 

of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and comprised 

of member societies within synodical congregations.   

The purpose of the LWML is to further Christ’s mission to 

the world by supporting the work of the church and by 

providing education inspiration, and opportunities for 

service, both at home and in the world. 

The LWML endeavors to develop and maintain a 

greater mission consciousness among the women of the 

synod through programs of Mission Inspiration, Mission 

Education, and Mission Service. 

Work of the LWML is accomplished by the voluntary 

contributions of its members through Mite Box offerings. 

The LWML Michigan District supports its programs with 

75% of the Mite Box offerings and forwards the remaining 

25% to national LWML for its projects and programs. 

Pocket change, loose change, refund change, love 

change for Mites! 

So, change! Be it a verb or a noun, use it to Serve the 

Lord with Gladness! 

LWML Friendship Circle 
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2018-2019 School Year 

Theme Verse: Hebrews 6:19 

First Day of School: Tuesday, August 28 
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Kickoff on September 9 



Life in a Hard Place 

can’t be there, but we know that our 

prayers and God’s response and 

work in all our lives goes anywhere, 

anytime without restraint. "The prayer 

of a righteous man is powerful and 

effective." (James 5:16) 

PRAY that our Lord will continue 

to build His Church amid terrible 

circumstances in Eritrea. 

PRAY with thanksgiving that the 

Lord is in Eritrea sustaining His Church. 

PRAY that our Lord will provide 

what is needed, strengthen their faith 

and encourage them daily with His 

Strong Spirit. 

PRAY for unity within and 

throughout the wider Eritrean Church 

and that mistrust be eliminated 

between various faith groups. United 

they can stand, divided they will fall. 

PRAY that Christians there will 

grow in grace, reaching out to 

people of other faiths and that many 

would come to faith in Jesus…

through it all. 

PRAY for wisdom and grace 

throughout the greatest difficulties. 

PRAY for those who decide to 

flee Eritrea for safety in other nations.   

PRAY for our Lord’s protection 

over them as they make long, very 

dangerous journeys. 

PRAY for efforts by Open Doors 

and VOM to bring help where and 

when they can be an 

encouragement to the Church in 

Eritrea, to Christian refugees and that 

above all, this will glorify Christ. 

PRAY for a true and lasting 

change of heart for those in the 

Eritrean government that they too 

may experience Christ in their lives, 

turn from their evil ways and end 

persecution in Eritrea. 

And finally, PRAY that we also 

may be worthy of HIS NAME. 

African cultures are in a huge 

state of flux with changes and threats 

arising in many countries. We’ve had 

a closer look at Egypt, Sudan and 

Nigeria in the recent past. Now we 

go to the east coast horn of Africa 

and the very small but extremely 

volatile nation of Eritrea which 

separated from Ethiopia in 1993 after 

many years of war. A “strong” man, 

Isaias Afwerki, rose into power during 

this battle for freedom from Ethiopia 

and set himself up as dictator. Sadly, 

this man was raised in a Christian 

family but drifted into Marxist 

communist doctrines while studying in 

China. Needless to say he has taken 

these attitudes to extremes and has 

set his government against many 

Christians in Eritrea because they are 

a threat to his communist ideological 

control. The situation there is 

desperate and dire as many men, 

women and children are thrown into 

terrible prison conditions, fed very 

little, treated like animals and tortured 

until they suffer strokes, broken 

bodies, destroyed lives and death. 

In upcoming articles we’ll have a 

closer look at just what’s happening, 

why, and what the future holds for 

our dear brothers and sisters in chains 

in this small nation. The information 

used comes from newsletters from 

The Voice of the Martyrs, August 2018, 

newsletter and from Open Doors USA 

newsletter for July 2018.   

As a way of encouraging our 

fellow Eritrean believers here are 9 

points of prayer to keep in your mind, 

heart and thoughts for each day. We 
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6100 Westside Saginaw Road 

Bay City, MI 48706 

Church Phone: 989.686.7140 

School Phone: 989.684.4450 

 

Pastor:  

Rev. Dennis Matyas 

Director of Family Life Ministries: 

Mr. David Schultz 

School Principal:  

Mr. Jack Lustila 

Secretary:  

Mrs. Ruth Schian 

 

 

Newsletter articles for the September 

newsletter are due on Wednesday, 

September 12, 2018. You may submit 

articles to the email address below or drop 

them off in the office.  

 Website: www.stpaulbaycity.org 

 Email: office@stpaulbaycity.org 

 Fax: 989.684.0882 



Acolyte and Reader Schedule for September 2018 

September Greeters 

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers in September 

Acolytes:       Readers:  

Sun., Sept. 2 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Jacey Jones  Outdoor Service  John Schlicker  Gene Behmlander 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Sept. 9 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  

  Cadence Swartz Brooklynn Garrett Herb Matthes  Sam Britton 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Sept. 16 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Deanna Zeilinger Vanessa Burkhard Larry Bourassa  Brian Appold 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Sept. 23 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Hayden Swartz  Rachel Mammel Tom DePrekel  John Rodgers 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Sept. 30 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m. 

  Lillian Garcia  Allie Kochanny  Paul Begick  Roy Schmidt 

Ushers (10:30 a.m.):  

Group #5 

Bob Campbell (249-4344) 

Terry Burkhard 

Richard Doan 

 

Head Usher: Rollan Berger  

(684-5944)  

Cell (450-6618) 

Ushers (8:00 a.m.):  

Group #2 

Randy Appold (239-2072) 

Weston Appold 

Greg Behmlander 

Matt Appold 

Daryl Appold 

Rylan Appold 

Altar Guild: 

Dorothy Helmreich 

Sally McMullen 

 

Elders: 

Mike Appold 

Don Krueger 

Roger Hendrick 

Rich Doan 

 

Greeters: 8:00 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

Sun., Sept. 2 Jean Appold & Mary Lou Appold Steve & Debra Neuman 

  Anthony & Kathleen Colone  Loraine Diment & Paul Begick 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Sept. 9 Dale & Lynn Jezowski   Ronald & Ardith Reuther 

  Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger   Bill & Bonnie List 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Sept. 16 Tom & Nancy Hoerauf   Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick 

  Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley  Jack & Kathy Lustila 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Sept. 23 Angela Buda    Vaughn & Margie Begick    

  David & Stacey Hildebrant  Janet Beckers & Paulette Beckers 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sun., Sept. 30 Anthony & Kathleen Colone  Floyd & Julia Appold    

  Wayne & Darlene Zeilinger  Marian & Terry Kernstock 
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