S T . P AU L L U T HE RAN
C H U RC H N E WSLETT E R
“Money money money money. MONEY.”
–The O’Jays
Two things I know about money. Three things that I will share with you.
First, there is never enough. Never. Remember that old Simon and Garfunkel
song, Richard Cory? “He had everything a man could want: power, grace, style.
But I work in his factory; and I curse the life I’m living, and I curse my poverty,
and I wish that I could be, oh I wish that I could be, oh I wish that I could
beeeeeeeee Richard Cory.” How about the Beatles? “The best things in life are
free. But you can keep them for the birds and the bees. Now give me money.
That’s what I want.” Pink Floyd? “Money, get away. Get a good job with more pay
and you’re okay. Grab that cash with both hands and make a stash. New car,
caviar, four-star daydream, think I’ll buy me a football team.”
You get the picture. Not enough on your paycheck. Not enough in your bank
account. Not enough in the offering plate. Not enough in Uncle Sam’s wallet. Not
enough for the WTO. There's never enough. So it was that Richard Cory put a
bullet in his head because power, grace, and style didn’t satisfy him. The Beatles
reprised the topic with “Money Can’t Buy Me Love”. Even Pink Floyd admits “Every
year is getting shorter, never seem to find the
time. Plans that either come to naught or half
a page of scribbled lines.”
The Bible straight-up mocks the love of
money: “A feast is made for laughter, and
wine makes life merry, but money is the
answer for everything.” (Ecc 10:19) That’s
satirical. The whole book of Ecclesiastes is
bitterly criticizing those who put focus on their
lives so much that they forget any fear of God.
Plus, Paul said, “The love of money is the root
of all evil.” (1 Tim 6:10) It’s not money itself
that is evil; it’s the love of money that’s evil.
Why? Because there’s never enough. Money is an unquenchable beast that will
turn even the most civilized man into a ravenous barbarian.
Second, there is always enough available. Always. We are called to be
responsible with our finances. Individuals are called to tithe (“On the first day of
every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may
prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.” 1 Cor 16:2). But we
are not called to ring our hands and fret and worry. The opposite is true: “Do
not be anxious about your life.” (Matt 6:25). This is especially true for the

Continued on page 2…

V OLUME 23 ISSUE 5
M AY 16, 2018

I N S I D E T HI S IS S UE :
LEAP & School News

3

Ladies Aid

4

New Members

5

Persecuted Church

6

LLL & Camp Lu Lay Lea

6

June Rotations

7

June Calendar

8

S T . P AUL L UTHERAN C HURCH N EWSLETTER

P AGE 2

“Money money money money. MONEY.”

...Continued from page 1

ministry, since only 25% of the membership supplies over 90% of the budget. The money's there. The
availability of the church's financial stability and future projects is always present. Plus, the gates of hell will
not prevail against Christ's Church. But therein lies point three:
The church does not raise money; the church raises passion. Read that again. We do not raise
money; we raise passion. If there is passion, the money will follow. Think about it. Why do you donate
money to anything ever? It's not out of guilt or compulsion. It's out of cheerful passion for that thing to
which you're giving your money. For the regular church budget, it's
out of love for a God who loved you first in Jesus. God doesn't need
your money, you need God to have your money, since it's the
material reality of keeping the lights on and delivering the
forgiveness of sins to your broken heart. For building projects above
and beyond the norm, it's out of a passion for the ministry and its
potential. You will give, simply put, because you will be passionate
about this project. You will be excited over the possibilities. You will
yell from the rooftops what a blessing your church is, how great your
God is, how changed your life is because of the grace that is lavished upon you in Jesus Christ.
In my experience, those who whine and complain that "all the church wants is money" or "all pastor talks
about is money" or anything like that already has an axe to grind and is missing the whole point. Such
complainers are almost never giving. They almost never tithe. They almost never contribute to the financial
well-being of the church. They hoard, they whine, they point fingers, they deflect, they worry about the
speck in someone else's eye while they have a log protruding from their own. They have little faith in God's
provision, little understanding of the Kingdom of God, and little to offer to the ministry of Jesus Christ. They
are spiritually immature, and their words about money are to be flatly ignored. In short, they are not
passionate about a Jesus who is passionate about them. To be fair, some churches and pastors go too far
and set a bad example of faith in God's provision, but still. Don't be that person. Judas was that person, and
he's not exactly a role-model for faith. Don't be Judas. Let the woman break the alabaster jar over Jesus'
head.
To conclude:
Faith is required for local ministry, especially with an expansion like the Ministry Center. But you find me a
time when God failed to respond to your faith, and I'll quit preaching forever. So I'll make you a deal: I will
focus on raising passion for the ministry, and you will respond in praise to God, in witness to others, and in
money to the ministry.
Pastor "Moneybags" Matyas
P.S. You can get a head start if you wish: on your giving envelopes, mark "Ministry Center" to designate
extra funds directly to the project. To be continued…
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Joint Lutheran Schools Celebration at SVSU
"LEAP" is about "Advancing Christ Centered
Education" and it's about "Collaboration among Lutheran
Churches and Schools." So understandably, such
"advancing" and such "collaborating" are prominently
apparent inside of the goals, initiatives, plans, and
activities of LEAP. "Advancing" and "collaborating"
are also apparent in what have occasionally been
dubbed "LEAP-like events and programs." One
such LEAP-like event was slated for Tuesday, May 8,

when nearly 3000
students and teachers
of 26 Lutheran
schools boarded
buses and cars to
come together at the
Saginaw Valley State
University Ryder
Center arena. They
participated in the
fourth triennial "Joint
Lutheran Schools
Celebration." 20 of
the schools
represented are
present "members" of
LEAP, and 6 more are
geographically located just beyond LEAP's membership
circle.

Under the theme of "It's Still All About Jesus," at
the Joint Lutheran Schools Celebration, participants were
in worship together . . . hearing the Word, praying,
confessing faith, singing, reflecting upon a spoken
message, and more. Participants further considered the
love of their God as they
focused on art work with a
Christian theme being
created "live and in
person" by a distinguished
guest known as "The Chalk
Guy."

Similar Joint Lutheran Schools Celebrations were
also hosted at the same location in 2009, 2012, and
2015. We thank God for the blessing of this year's
"JLSC" event, even as we continue to give thanks for
the touch of our God upon the ministries of our
schools and upon the members of those Lutheran school
families. At each of those schools, indeed, it's still all
about Jesus!
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Ladies Aid News
Our May Ladies Aid meeting
was Mother, Daughter,
Granddaughter Night. Vice
President Cathi Reymore opened
the meeting with welcome to all
members and guests.
Julia Appold led us in a
devotion about mother knows

best and wants the best for their
children, just as our Father in
Heaven wants the best for us.
“See what kind of love the
Father has given to us, that we
should be called children of God;
and so we are.” 1 John 3:1
Those who love
God and accept Christ
are children of God.
When God becomes
your heavenly father,
you have the best
parent who wants a
daily relationship with
you and cares about
every part of your life.
Melissa Appold
reported on the
Eastern Market trip

June 9. We do still have
openings for anyone that would
like to go. Darlene Zeilinger
reported on LWML meeting that
was held at Trinity Monitor and
the possibility of the Ladies Aid
getting more involved. Special
Occasions Committee will be
purchasing 2 new stainless steel
coffee pots. We thanked the
hostesses for the night and
wished all the summer
birthdays a Happy Birthday.
The meeting ended with a
little game called Left /Right
which included a little story
about Mrs. Right and her
daughter.
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Welcome to St. Paul!
Shelby is married to Rick Kuch. Shelby has been a member
of the Catholic church and now is very happy to be a
confirmed member of St. Paul Lutheran Church. We enjoy
spending quality time together with our daughter Nicole &
our son-in-law Brandon Mcgraw, along with our family and
friends at our cottage on Long Lake.

Rick & Shelby Kuch

Mary Leiter is engaged to be married to Caleb Schultz in August
2018. Caleb, a long-time member of St. Paul, works full time at
Vantage Plastics in Standish, MI, as a Process Engineer. Mary
works for Great Lakes Bay Health Centers in the mobile dental
division as a Registered Dental Hygienist, traveling to
surrounding schools during the school year and to migrant farms
across Michigan in the summer. They both enjoy reading and
outdoor activities. They also stay busy working on their new
house and spending time with their dog, Dune, and cat, Luna.

Mary Leiter & Caleb Schultz

Josh and Samantha Schlicker married on August 20,
2016. They reside in Saginaw. Together, they enjoy
growing a large garden of fresh produce and cut
flowers to share with their friends and family. When
they're not working, you can find them hitting the
road for a crop tour or spontaneous trip up north.

Josh & Samantha Schlicker

Eric Zielinski has been married to his beautiful wife Jen
for 2 years. They have 4 dogs that live in their beautiful
home with them in Williams Township. Eric works for
Consumers Energy @ The Karn complex as a Major
Equipment Operator. He loves to deer hunt, watch
football and basketball, boating, and hanging out with
family and friends.
Eric & Jen Zielinksi
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Out of Egypt
Persecution of Christians in
Egypt has made news headlines
in the past several years and for
good reason. We’ve heard about
church burnings, and
destruction, massacres, murders
of church pastors and laymen
and faithful leaders killed or
kidnapped. One aspect of the
extreme persecution that isn’t
often mentioned is the effect
this has on Christian children.
Several Christian aid
agencies and organizations have
been offering various programs
and efforts to help encourage
and educate these children.
Open Doors USA reports of one
effort that is making a wonderful
difference in these young lives.
The Take My Hand project
was highlighted in a recent
article in FRONTLINE FAITH,
May 2018 newsletter. This
project offers educational
supplements, Christian
education, and festivals to
enhance the lives of God’s

young people. These programs
buffer the bullying,
discrimination and rejection
aimed at the children by
classmates and teachers.
Children are children the world
around and they need nurturing,
education and loving acceptance
wherever they are. The Take My
Hand project brings those
aspects to Christian children in
Upper Egypt.
A recent festival gave a
young girl, Hannah*, a chance to
be herself without the antiChristian pressures she felt at
school. This happy time gave her
the opportunity to play, learn,
and associate with other children
like herself. In her own words
she describes her experience.

“When I was in the third class, I
made a lot of mistakes at
dictation and I couldn’t read or
write properly, but now I can!
And I can read English. The
Take My Hand teacher really
taught me a lot of things.” One
lesson she took to heart was,
“We have to respect adults and
shouldn’t talk when they speak!”
Ah-ha! She’s learning important
rules of child-hood!
Please keep the efforts of
Open Doors and The Take My
Hand project in Egypt in your
prayers. These organizations are
truly making a difference in
young lives! Pray that little
Hannah will grow in her faith
and remain strong in the Lord.
Jesus said, “Let the little
children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of
heaven belongs to such as
these.” Matthew 19:14.
*Names have been changed
to protect identities.

- Anonymous

LLL Saginaw Valley Zone & Camp Lu Lay Lea
The Lutheran Laymen’s
League Saginaw Valley Zone is
composed of 38 congregations.
27 of these congregations have
ambassadors representing them.
The zone owns and operates
Camp Lu Lay Lea, which is in its
70th year of operation. The
camp is a nonprofit Christian
camp. It is located on
Henderson Lake near Rose City.
It consists of 8 cabins, plus a
chapel, kitchen, dining hall,
activity buildings, bath house,
maintenance shed, and staff

housing. It is open to boys and
girls 8-14 years of age. It is open
for 6 one-week sessions and
accommodates up to 86 campers
per week. It offers many
activities, like swimming, canoe
trips, archery, hay rides, lowrope course, crafts, games, and
daily devotions. The bath house
floors have been re-finished. In
recent years, 6 buildings
received new metal roofs, and 2
have been re-sided. The camp is
open from the middle of June
through the middle of August.

The rates
are $275/
week, with
scholarships
available.
Additionally,
the St. Paul Men’s Club offers
$50/camper until they have
exhausted the $400 in the camp
scholarship fund. If you are
planning to attend Camp Lu Lay
Lea, please contact the church
office or Tom DePrekel in order
to get more information about
this scholarship.
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Acolyte and Reader Schedule posted for June 2018
Acolytes:
Sun., June 3

8:00 a.m.
Maggie Behmlander

10:30 a.m.
Grace Appold

Readers:
8:00 a.m.
Scott Engelhardt

10:30 a.m.
Terry Burkhard

8:00 a.m.
Chessa Bourdow

10:30 a.m.
Jake Appold

8:00 a.m.
Jack Lustila

10:30 a.m.
Jeremy Warren

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., June 10

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., June 17

8:00 a.m.
Cadence Swartz

10:30 a.m.
Vanessa Burkhard

8:00 a.m.
Ken Van Cise

10:30 a.m.
David Schultz

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., June 24

8:00 a.m.
Max Behmlander

10:30 a.m.
Rachel Mammel

8:00 a.m.
Ben Helmreich

10:30 a.m.
Howard McMullen

Altar Guild, Elders, and Ushers serving in June
Altar Guild:
Dorothy Helmreich
Sally McMullen

Ushers: (Ushers for 8:00 a.m. and
any evening services during the first
half of the month.)

Ushers: (Ushers for 10:30 a.m. and any
evening services during the last half of
the month.)

Elders:
Howard Helmreich
Ken Van Cise
Vaugh Begick
Howard McMullen
Jeremy Warren

Group #2
Randy Appold (239-2072)
Weston Appold
Greg Behmlander
Matt Appold
Daryl Appold
Rylan Appold

Group #5
Bob Campbell (249-4344)
Terry Burkhard
Richard Doan
Head Usher: Rollan Berger
(684-5944)
Cell (450-6618)

June Greeters
Greeters:
Sun., June 3

8:00 a.m.
Jean Appold & Mary Lou Appold
Anthony & Kathleen Colone

10:30 a.m.
Steve & Debra Neuman
Loraine Diment & Paul Begick

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., June 10

Dale & Lynn Jezowski
Arthur & Jamie Zeilinger

Ronald & Ardith Reuther
Bill & Bonnie List

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., June 17

Tom & Nancy Hoerauf
Lura Gehrman & Rita Tilley

Marie Hendrick & Jean Begick
Jack & Kathy Lustila

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sun., June 24

Angela Buda
David & Stacey Hildebrant

Vaughn & Margie Begick
Janet Beckers & Paulette Beckers

Please Collect These Items
St. Paul School collects the following:


Prairie Farms Caps for Your Cause



Used toner, ink cartridges



Box Tops for Education



Aunt Millie’s & Sunbeam School Spirit
Bread wrappers UPCs

Please drop off
at school or in
the boxes in the
church
basement.

Summer Office Hours
(starting June 18)

Monday: Closed
Tuesday-Friday: 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

