
The Challenge
The GoFly Prize is a Boeing sponsored competi-
tion with the intention to push the boundaries of 
personal flying. Anyone, anywhere, is welcome 
to design and engineer a flying device. The chal-
lenge consists of three phases: a design phase, a 
test phase and a final fly-off in October 2019. In 
the fly-off, each of the flying devices shall have 
to vertically take-off, perform a speed run of 11 
km and vertically land. On top of that there is 
a size restriction of 4.5 meters and a noise re-
striction of 87 dBA, the sound level of a passing 
train. A total of $2,000,000 prize money will be 
awarded over the duration of the competition, 
with the final grand prize being $1,000,000 for 
the best overall entry. 

More information 
on the GoFly Prize 
can be found on 

www.goflyprize.com

The Silverwing Design
In line with the Silverwing philosophy, a fully 
electric, design that is capable of autonomous 
flight was selected. The team believes this is 

the logical step forward for the 
aircraft industry. That is why 

the aircraft will be powered 
by high energy density bat-
teries and requires zero 
pilot input to complete a 
flight. The large wing pro-
vides effective lift during 
horizontal flight while the 
smaller front wing pro-
vides control and stability. 

Two large, ducted propel-
lers optimize efficiency and 

minimize noise while providing enough thrust 
for a controlled vertical take-off and landing 
and a top speed of over 100 km/h. Above all, 
safety is priority number one. The design has a 
low-power backup system and is capable of bel-
ly landing in case of emergency.
 

The Team
In late 2017, several multi-disciplinary students 
from the Delft University of Technology had just 
won the first SpaceX Hyperloop Pod competition 
in Los Angeles. Eager to take on a new challenge 
they accepted the GoFly challenge and found-
ed the Silverwing team with one goal: unlock-
ing personal flight. The team has been growing 
since then and by doing so expanded the skills 
at hand. However, it has never let go of its iden-
tity as a small dynamic team, which they believe 
is key in any mission, technical or otherwise.

By combining their skills and motivation, they 
aim to win the Boeing GoFly challenge in Oc-
tober 2019 and ultimately bring personal, 
autonomous flight to everyone’s doorstep. 
 
For more information please contact:
Quint Houwink
quint@flysilverwing.com 
+31 630 101 969

Unlocking Personal Flight

Mankind has come a long way in a century of taking to the skies. What started as something for 
a handful of courageous pioneers is nowadays an integral part of almost everyone’s life. The 
last hurdle to be taken on is personal flight. Boeing has boosted the development of personal 
flight by launching the GoFly Challenge. Silverwing is a team of students that has taken up this 
challenge and is one of the winners of the design phase of the competition. Now they are build-
ing the future of flight.


