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Hello and welcome to our last newsletter for 
2021.

Who can believe that it’s December already? 
While this year has been a turbulent one with the 
unexpected lockdown and Alert Level changes, 
we are thankful to you all - our wonderful clients 
- and to our team who have worked tirelessly 
throughout changing Alert Levels.

In this newsletter, we look at the benefits of 
commercial leases for business owners, selling a 
property with a tenant in common, and how we 
can assist with buying and selling property.

We introduce some amazing people to our  
Lyon O’Neale Arnold Lawyers family and say 
farewell to one of our team.

While our annual Library Law Series, in 
partnership with Tauranga City Libraries, couldn’t 
go ahead as planned due to the changing 
COVID-19 regulations and Alert Levels, we were 
able to squeeze in two sessions that were a great 
success. Find out more on page 5.

We hope that everyone has a great Christmas 
and New Year’s, and we can’t wait to see you 
again in 2022.

Happy reading!
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Property: moving in or out
When buying or selling, the 
experience needs to be positive and 
rewarding.

Stress, hidden or extra costs, and 
frustration can be avoided by seeking 
legal advice from the outset.

When selling a property within 5 years 
that is not your main home, your 
lawyer will assist with tax implications 
and will organise mortgage 
repayments.

When buying a unit title, talk to your 
lawyer about the statutory disclosures 

the seller is required to make. Your 
lawyer will assist with signing loan 
documents, confirming the amount 
required on settlement day and 
arranging payments.

Your lawyer can also guide you 
through purchaser requests to resolve 
problems with the title and Land 
Information Memorandum (LIM) 
report.

Once all the conditions have been 
met, the agreement is declared 
unconditional, and you sign the 

authority that enables your lawyer to 
transfer the title.

Before settlement, it is recommended 
the buyer carries out a final inspection 
and checks the chattels.

The team LOA will work with you to 
provide sound advice that is tailored 
to suit your circumstances. Get in 
touch with our friendly team on  
07 928 4422 to make your buying or 
selling experience stress free.

Get more business freedom with a commercial lease
Owning a business can be daunting 
and choosing a premises from which 
to operate can come with unexpected 
considerations. Seeking legal advice at 
the start of this process is crucial and 
will save you time, money, and stress 
down the line.

At the centre of such a decision is a 
contract that outlines your rights and 
obligations to the business premises. 
If you’re looking for freedom and long-

term security, a commercial lease is 
the way to go.

A commercial lease offers power 
and exclusive possession over a 
premises, giving you the right to 
exercise control, and even dictate 
who can enter the premises. This 
type of contract also provides long-
term stability, by allowing ongoing 
occupation in the event of the 
property being sold.

While a commercial lease grants you 
freedom and a wide range of powers, 
there are clauses in the contract that 
all parties must follow.

We specialise in commercial property 
and can help you understand the 
contract into which you are entering, 
allowing you to occupy a business 
premises with your eyes wide open 
to your rights and obligations. Phone 
07 928 4422 to talk to a team member 
today.

Tenants in common: when one wants to sell
Property sharing agreements such as 
‘tenancy in common’ are becoming 
more popular as individuals seek 
certainty after property purchases. 
This form of ownership enables an 
individual to have control over a share 
of the property of which they are part 
owner.

If tenants in common wish to go their 
separate ways, the party wishing to 
remain as the property owner does 

not have to agree to sell, thwarting 
the wish of the other owner(s). This is 
where Property Sharing Agreements 
(“PSA”) are useful. Signed and agreed 
before the purchase, a PSA provides 
an exit strategy if anyone wants to exit 
the property as owner. 

The PSA includes the amount that 
each party contributed, how much 
lending was obtained, and if the 
undivided shares are unequal. It also 

includes who may give notice when 
wanting to sell, how a price may be 
determined, what timeframes are 
reasonable, and what constitutes a 
net share of the profit to be paid out 
in the proportions agreed upon.

Your lawyer can talk you through a 
PSA and have one drawn up to ensure 
your future planning is safeguarded.
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Farewell to Nick Earl
It is with great sadness that we 
announce that Lyon O’Neale Arnold 
Director, Nick Earl, is retiring from the 
firm. Nick joined the LOA team as a 
22-year-old back in 2010 and became 
a Director in 2016. 

“I will leave with a lot of wonderful 
memories of my time here and the good 
times we have shared. The friendships 
I have formed here will last longer than 

my time at the firm. I am also grateful 
for the training and opportunities the 
firm has given me over the last 12 years 
and wish to thank Mike, Doug, and 
Denise for this,” he says. 

We wish him well with his future 
endeavours. Our specialist legal team 
will continue to work with clients, 
assisting with all your legal needs. 

Meet the team: Leigh Stuart and Kerry Thomson
Meet Leigh, Legal Assistant.

Leigh has a rich career history, 
working in a variety of legal roles such 
as trust accounting, legal secretary, 
and legal executive. With a Diploma 
in Legal Executive Studies from Toi 
Ohomai Institute of Technology, Leigh 
enjoys working in an environment that 
allows her to help people in different 
aspects of their lives.

As a mother to three sons, Leigh 
makes the most of the Tauranga 
climate by regularly camping and 
fishing with her family. When she gets 
time to herself, she likes to hang out 
with her dog, read, walk, garden, and 
surround herself with friends.

Leigh is looking forward to seeing 
where her career takes her and can’t 
wait to fully immerse herself in her 
new role at Lyon O’Neale Arnold 
Lawyers.

Meet Kerry, Trust Account 
Administrator.

Kerry is a valued new addition to 
the accounts team. After moving 
to Tauranga 23 years ago from 
Auckland’s North Shore, Kerry is 
excited about joining our growing LOA 
family.

Kerry has an extensive professional 
background and copious amounts 
of experience. She began her career 
as a trainer at software companies, 
before working at legal offices in a 

variety of roles such as secretarial, 
legal executive, and trust account 
administration.

Living on a lifestyle block in Te Puna, 
Kerry takes advantage of what 
Tauranga has to offer. She enjoys the 
lifestyle mix of being close to the city 
and beach, as well as the peace and 
quiet of the countryside. She has 3 
cats, one chicken, one pony, and is 
currently looking after 4 sheep and 5 
lambs, so she always has something 
going on.

All information in this newsletter is to the best of the authors’ knowledge true and accurate. No liability is assumed by the authors, or publishers, for any losses suffered by 
any person relying directly or indirectly upon this newsletter. It is recommended that clients consult a senior representative of the firm before acting upon this information.
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Team updates
Waipuna Hospice fundraising evemts

Introducing team Power Putt Girls!

In October, some of the Lyon 
O’Neale Arnold Lawyers’ 
team participated in the BNI 
mini golf fundraising event. 
It was awesome fun and a 
whopping $12K+ was raised 
for Waipuna Hospice; a 
brilliant effort all round.

Check out the team’s 
fabulous outfits!

Working from home photo competition

In August, the country was thrown into an unexpected 
lockdown, and with our team once again working hard 
from home, we decided to add some fun and keep the 
team engaged by running a working from home photo 
competition.

Check out some of the entries below!

LOA Director as a finalist in the  
Women of Influence award

We are proud to 
announce that LOA 
Director, Denise 
Arnold, has been 
selected as a finalist 
in the Women of 
Influence award for 
her hard work and 
dedication as the 
founder of Cambodia 
Charitable Trust.

After reading about the devastating poverty and child 
trafficking statistics that plague the county, Denise set 
up the Cambodia Charitable Trust to help break the 
poverty cycle in Cambodia through providing education 
to children and young people and has since helped to 
create a brighter future for over 10,000 in Cambodia.

We are proud to have such an incredible woman 
working at the forefront of such a cause and of  
Lyon O’Neale Arnold Lawyers.

Simon’s BNI Oceanside presentation 

A few weeks ago our very own solicitor, Simon Gyenge, 
shared a presentation at BNI Oceanside on what his 
typical day looks like at Lyon O’Neale Arnold Lawyers.

The presentation 
was a great success, 
with members of BNI 
Oceanside walking 
away with a better 
understanding and 
respect for the range 
of legal services to 
which he attends 
each week.

The team at BNI Oceanside says, “We are truly privileged 
to have a member like Simon in our chapter that really 
sets the standard with his professionalism, but also that 
character that turns up every week.”

The team at LOA are proud of Simon for showing up, 
working hard, and putting himself out there in the 
community.
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Gift of Hope to Salvation Army Appeal
Lyon O’Neale Arnold Lawyers has a 
very special client who has lovingly 
made some Christmas stockings filled 
with sweet treats.

It gives us great joy to announce that 
together we have decided to donate 
these Christmas stockings to the 
Salvation Army Children’s Gift of Hope 
appeal. 

In addition to this, Lyon O’Neale 
Arnold’s Wonder Women health event 
was cancelled, and ticket holders 
were given the choice to donate 

their cancelled ticket proceeds to the 
Children’s Gift of Hope appeal. We are 
thrilled to advise on behalf of these 
Wonder Women we have proceeds of 
$310.00 to donate.

Christmas is all about family. Everyone 
should be able to share a festive 
meal at Christmas time. The LOA 
family have also decided to fund the 
Salvation Army’s Christmas Dinner for 
the 26 families living in transitional 
homes in Tauranga.

Keep connected with Lyon O’Neale Arnold Lawyers
Whether it is the latest in legal news, advice on our key areas of expertise, or a behind-the-scenes look 
at our amazing staff and their achievements in and outside the office, make sure you check out our 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/lyononealearnold.lawyers and website at www.loalaw.nz.

And please, spread the word to friends and family. We would love for them to follow us and everything legal.

COVID-19 updates

With the current COVID-19 
Delta outbreak still being 
a constant threat, we have 
put some protocols in 
place to keep everyone as 
safe as possible.

In light of this, we ask all 
visitors that come into 
our office to use the QR 
scanner, and/or sign 
in at reception, and to 
please wear a facemask 
in accordance with 

Government mandates. 
This will help keep both 
our clients and our team 
safe.

As well as this, we 
encourage you to make 
an appointment before 
coming into our office. If 
you have an appointment 
and feel unwell, please 
phone us on 07 928 4422 
to reschedule.

Library Law sessions

Although our annual 
Library Law Series, in 
conjunction with Tauranga 
City Libraries, was not 
able to go ahead, we were 
lucky enough to host 
two sessions at the old 
Tauranga I-site office in 
October.

These sessions focused 
on buying and selling 
property, and free 
professional legal advice 

on creating Wills and 
trusts.

Both sessions were a great 
success, and we thank 
everyone who attended, 
as well as everyone who 
was involved in ensuring 
that these sessions were 
able to run smoothly and 
safely in accordance with 
COVID-19 regulations.
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Holiday period updates
With the festive season upon us, 
the team at Lyon O’Neale Arnold 
Lawyers would like to wish you a 
very Merry Christmas and a happy 
and healthy 2022. 

The Lyon O’Neale Arnold Lawyers’ 
team will be going on a well-deserved 
Christmas break later  

in the month. Our office will be closed 
over the Christmas and New Year 
period, closing noon, Thursday 23rd 
December, and re-opening 8.30am, 
Monday 10th January, 2022.

Have a happy and safe festive period 
and we will see you in 2022.

Cambodia Charitable Trust update
Our staff have worked tirelessly to 
ensure vulnerable rural communities 
in Takeo and Kampot province 
received aid in the face of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

COVID-19 has been a huge challenge: 
Everyone and everything has 
been affected, health, education, 
employment, and economics. 

Since COVID-19 has hit, CCT has 
moved swiftly to help with the crisis of 
hunger and poverty, whilst developing 
new ways to assist with ensuring the 
children of Cambodia still receive the 
education they deserve. 

We have been quick to deliver rice 
to those who may go hungry and 
to support students to learn from a 
distance. The schools have needed 
extra materials such as paper and 
photocopiers to create handouts to 
support learning at home.

During the last two years along with 
assisting our own supported schools, 
CCT have supplied aid to 157 other 
schools and their communities. This 
aid includes rice, face masks and 
teaching materials.

Whilst COVID-19 has been on 
our doorstep causing stressful 

ramifications here as well, instead of 
cutting down on donations, we have 
had generous support from many, 
ensuring we could supply all that we 
have. Thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts to all of you that have 
donated.

Education is a cornerstone of critical 
thinking that encourages curiosity 
and creativity. Every child deserves an 
education.

You too can change lives and make 
a difference.  For information how to 
donate go to www.cctnz.org.nz

On your 
team for life.
From buying your first home, assisting with your 
business’ legal needs, family trust guidance, relationship 
property consequences, and creating Wills and 
Enduring Powers of Attorney, Lyon O’Neale Arnold is on 
your team for life with legal advice and services that will 
help you through the big moments, and the everyday 
ones. Visit our website to find out more about our 
services, www.loalaw.nz


