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Welcome to our Winter Newsletter – providing the perfect opportunity to get cosy and comfy with a 
warm cuppa while you catch up on the latest goings-on at Lyon O’Neale Arnold.

In this issue we divulge some little-known facts about director Mike O’Neale, introduce you to our newest 
staff member, legal secretary Elisha Feeney, celebrate director Nick Earl’s foray into fatherhood and share 
Denise Arnold’s latest accolade for her work with the Cambodia Charitable Trust.

We also provide details about our upcoming free events: An Evening with Trent Boult and Brittany Earl, 
Wonder Women and the Library Law Series. Enjoy!

Meet the Directors – Mike O’Neale Introducing Elisha Feeney

In our ‘Meet the Directors’ series, we introduce 
you to our directors, giving you an insight into 
their legal experience and what makes them tick. 
This quarter, we put Mike O’Neale in the hot seat.

A warm welcome to legal secretary Elisha Feeney, 
who has joined the Lyon O’Neale Arnold team.
Elisha moved to Tauranga from the UK at the end 
of last year.

Full article on page 2 Full article on page 4

Amnesty International 
Award for Denise
Article on page 4

Library Law Series 
Tauranga
Article on page 3

Join us at  
Wonder Women
Article on page 2

An Evening with Trent Boult and Brittany Earl
As a valued client, we invite you to join us for an exclusive evening with New 
Zealand cricketing superstar Trent Boult and Joblist founder Brittany Earl.

Numbers are limited so please let us know if you would like to come along. 
We hope to see you there!

Details on page 3
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Meet the Directors – Mike O’Neale

In our ‘Meet the Directors’ series, 
we introduce you to our directors, 
giving you an insight into their legal 
experience and what makes them tick. 
This quarter, we put Mike O’Neale in 
the hot seat. 

How did you get into law?

Originally, I went to university to study 
as a secondary school teacher but I 
had a lot of friends studying law and, 
albeit a little belatedly, decided to start 
a law degree while finishing my arts 
degree. The rest, as they say, is history.

When and where did you get 
admitted to the bar?

In Wellington, a long time ago! The 
memories are a bit blurred, but I 
remember generally it was a fun time.

What do you enjoy most about 
being a lawyer?

Being constructively helpful to 
individuals, families and businesses 
looking to improve themselves.

What makes a successful lawyer?

The ability to be empathetic to the 
clients’ customised needs and the 
satisfaction of seeing them in large 
measure achieve their goals.

How do you like to spend your time 
outside work?

Bike riding, hunting and family-
oriented activities.

What goals have you set yourself 
this year?

The successful completion of the 
rejuvenation of the O’Neale home 
where we have lived since moving 
to the Mount in 1981.  After that I 
will have a void to fill.

What’s the most recent movie/book 
that you’ve seen/read?

Out of the Woods: A Journey Through 
Depression and Anxiety, by Brent Williams, 
a lawyer who spoke passionately about 
his book and his “journey” at a recent 
law conference I attended.

Which historical figure would you 
most like to meet and why?

Plenty of people come to mind but, 
although probably not strictly historical, 
Barack Obama, who I admire for his 
level-headedness and ability to bridge 
the races – and he’s a lawyer!

Join us at Wonder Women
With two Wonder Women events already 
under our belt for 2018, we’ve heard 
from a ‘millennial on a mission’, a savvy 
businesswoman navigating the male-
dominated world of mechanics and 
a children’s book author – with more 
inspirational speakers to come!

At our next Wonder Women event, on August 
22, we will be inspired by Focus Magazine 
editor Dee Collins, who will talk about how 
Focus was born, while Positive Pathways 

communication coach Gail Page, will delve 
into “how to have that difficult conversation” 
in the workplace and beyond.

Wonder Women is a free quarterly speaker 
series aimed at bringing women together to 
share ideas and form friendships.

If you haven’t been along to Wonder Women 
yet, we’d love to see you there. And if you 
are one of our regulars, we look forward to 
seeing you again. 

Lyon O’Neale Arnold proudly supports the Cambodia Charitable Trust

For more information 
email ww@loalaw.nz

Follow us on Facebook
For the latest news, views and general shenanigans at Lyon O’Neale Arnold, follow us on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/lyononealearnold.lawyers



NEWSLETTER  \  WINTER 2018 3

PHONE +64 7 928 4422   \   EMAIL ADMIN@LOALAW.NZ   \   WEB WWW.LOALAW.NZ

Library Law Series Tauranga
Our popular Library Law 
Series returns to Tauranga 
Library this year, with free 
monthly legal seminars, 
covering a range of topics.

Whether you are looking at 
buying or selling a house, 
wanting to set up a family 
trust or interested in finding 
out how to protect your 
assets in a new relationship, 

our informative seminars will 
help you navigate the law for 
the benefit of you and your 
loved ones. 

The Library Law seminars will 
be held at Tauranga Library 
between 5.30pm and 6.30pm 
on the following dates.

To register for a seminar, 
phone  07 577 7177 or email  
library@tauranga.govt.nz.

Date Topic
August 8 Family Trusts
September 12 Relationship Property
October 10 Buying & Selling Real Estate
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All information in this newsletter is to the best of the authors’ knowledge true and accurate. No liability is assumed by the authors, or publishers, for any losses suffered by 
any person relying directly or indirectly upon this newsletter. It is recommended that clients consult a senior representative of the firm before acting upon this information.

Proposed Bright-Line Amendments
Previously, if you bought a residential 
property and it wasn’t your main 
home, you would be taxed on any 
profits if you sold it within two years.

However, the ‘Bright-line Test’ was 
amended on March 29 this year 
under the Taxation (Annual Rates for 
2017-18, Employment and Investment 
Income, and Remedial Matters) Act 

2018, extending the period to five 
years, with any profits taxed regardless 
of your intention.

Residential properties acquired before 
March 29, 2018 will remain subject to 
the two-year Bright-line Test.

Revenue Minister Stuart Nash is 
of the view that this extension will 

make homes more affordable for 
owner-occupiers and deter property 
speculators, hopefully resulting in a 
fairer tax system.

Amnesty International Award for Denise
Congratulations to director Denise 
Arnold, who has been awarded the 
Robert Anderson Memorial Award 
for her work with the Cambodia 
Charitable Trust.

The trophy, a wooden art piece in the 
form of an open book, is awarded 
annually by Amnesty International 
Tauranga Moana for outstanding 
contributions to human rights, peace 
and social justice.

Denise formed the Cambodia 
Charitable Trust 10 years ago to help 
children in Cambodia brighten their 
futures through education.

It now supports 23 primary schools 
and two teacher training colleges - 
and an education programme Denise 
helped to design is about to be rolled 
out in every primary teacher training 
college in Cambodia, helping 64,000 
children receive a higher-quality 
education.

In the next 10 years, the teachers 
trained under this programme will 
impact the lives of 3.5 million children.

“It’s was an honour to receive 
this award, as the principles it 
acknowledges cut to the core of what 
motivates me,” says Denise.

“Every child has the right to a happy, 
successful future and through the 
Trust we are aiming to lift a whole 
generation of children, in a country that 
is still recovering from the effects of a 
brutal war. In the case of Cambodia – 
children are literally the future.”

It’s a Boy!
Move over Prince Louis! We have 
our own baby to ‘ooh’ and ‘aah’ 
over at Lyon O’Neale Arnold.

Congratulations to director Nick 
Earl and his wife Ashleigh, who 
welcomed Harrison to the world 
on May 5.

The new parents are smitten and 
so are we.

Introducing Elisha Feeney 
A warm welcome to legal secretary 
Elisha Feeney, who has joined the 
Lyon O’Neale Arnold team.

Elisha moved to Tauranga from the UK 
at the end of last year, having been 
lured to the Bay by her Kiwi partner.

In the UK, Elisha worked as a legal 
assistant for several firms between 
studying law at university.

Outside work, she likes to dance, 
bake, and wind down from a busy 
day with some “rubbish TV”. 

“I really love the people at Lyon 
O’Neale Arnold and enjoy the busy 
workload,” she says.

“Tauranga’s a great city and I love 
being so close to the beach.”


