OAKLAND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
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WHERE ALL STUDENTS GRADUATE COLLEGE, CAREER, AND COMMUNITY READY
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Thriving Students

We want every student in Oakland to have a safe and welcoming place to learn in
order for them to graduate college, career and community ready. Our schools aim
to give young people a sense of belonging and the strong foundation they need
for a lifetime of opportunity and success, and to provide each of our teachers and
principals the tools and support they need to create healthy, rigorous, equitable,
and vibrant classrooms.
Each of our students is poised for success. We recognize that some of our
students arrive at school with experiences that impact their ability to focus on the
day’s lesson plan, making it harder for teachers to ensure that every child thrives
academically. In a Community School, students’ social, emotional and health
needs are met. This means our students are better supported and able to excel
in their academics, allowing teachers to focus on instruction. Community Schools
enable our schools and communities to thrive.

The Oakland Community Schools Movement

In Oakland, we are working to transform our schools into places where every
student gains the skills and knowledge they need to succeed both in and out
of the classroom and where their unique gifts and talents are celebrated — an
exciting educational approach known as Community Schools. Community Schools
leverage community partnerships and resources so that our campuses become
hubs of support and opportunity for the students, families, and community
members. Through this approach, our schools become better equipped to break
down barriers to achievment and tap into the unique talents and gifts of every
student, teacher, and staff member in our district.
We must continue to prioritize academic success while providing support that
helps meet the whole spectrum of our students’ social and physical needs. By
giving specific attention to relationship building, health and wellness, the social
and emotional skills all people need to thrive, we can create the conditions
necessary for our students and staff to reach their full potential as learners and
teachers, and for every young person to graduate ready for college, career and
community success.

Get Involved!

Ensuring that every child in Oakland receives a high quality education is an economic
necessity and a moral imperative. We need your help — these are just a few ways to join
the Community Schools movement:
• Join your School Site Council
• Participate in professional

learning around Community
Schools

• Connect on the Community School

Partnerships site:
www.ousd.org/communityschools
• Email: communityschools@ousd.k12.ca.us

“When my students enter
the classroom they don’t
leave everything else going
on in their lives at the
door and for that reason,
helping our students to
achieve their goals doesn’t
depend on the teacher
alone. Community Schools
recognize this and provide
the necessary supports that
allow them to succeed.“
— Oakland High School
Teacher

“I think about a student
who is dealing with severe
trauma because of deaths
in their family, and they’re
on the verge of dropping
out of school. When we
can give them the services
they need to keep them
in school and studying,
it changes the whole
dynamic of their life and
of our community.”
— Community School Manager
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