


The heart of the Christian 
Faith is the God who speaks 



Us

Biblical Conception of Personal Revelation

God
Authority,  Judge, Teacher
Sage, Promise Giver
Comforter, Mercy Giver
Life-Giver, Truth-Teller

God Speaks Clearly in his Word



For the word of God is living and active, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division 

of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the 

heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, but 
all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to 

whom we must give account.

Hebrews 4:12-13



What does this passage tell 
us about the Word of God?



God’s Word and Us
● How God is especially present with His Word

○ God’s word is an active presence
○ God’s word is an authoritative presence
○ God’s word is an satisfying presence

● Practical implications upon readers and hearers



What do we mean by 
Presence?



What we don’t mean by 
Presence



What about God’s 
Omni-presence?



Scripture teaches that God is everywhere; nobody 
can hide from him (Psm. 139:7-18). But his 

presence is more than that. It includes God’s 
commitment to us. The “I AM” (Ex. 3:14) says “I 
will be with you” (3:12). The Lord promises to be 

with Israel as he delivers them from slavery.  So he 
takes a people to be his own: “I will be your God, 

and you shall be my people” 

John Frame



In what ways is God’s 
Word to be considered 

God’s Personal Presence?



God’s Written Word is his 
covenant document



God’s Nearness to his People
 Is the Nearness of his Words. 



For what great nation is there that has a god 
so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, 

whenever we call upon him? And what great 
nation is there, that has statutes and rules so 
righteous as all this law that I set before you 

today? 

Deuteronomy 4:7-8



But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not 
say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” 

(that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will 
descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ 

up from the dead). But what does it say? “The 
word is near you, in your mouth and in your 

heart” (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim)

 Romans 10:6-8



God’s Word is identified with 
the Holy Spirit



All Scripture is breathed out by God 
[theopneustos] and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness,

1 Timothy 3:16



It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is 
no help at all. The words that I have 

spoken to you are spirit and life.

John 6:63



God’s Word is praised as 
worthy of worship



In God, whose word I praise,
in the LORD, whose word I praise,
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.

What can man do to me?

 Psalm 56:10-11



This is extraordinary, since Scripture uniformly 
considers it idolatrous to worship anything other 
than God. But to praise or fear God’s word is not 
idolatrous. To praise God’s word is to praise God 

himself. Does this worship justify ‘bibliolatry’? The 
Bible… is God’s word in a finite medium. It may be 

paper and ink, or parchment, or audiotape or a 
CD-ROM. The medium is not divine, but 

creaturely.
John Frame



 We should not worship the created medium; 
that would be idolatry. But through the 

created medium, we receive the authentic 
word of God, and that word of God should be 
treasured as if God were speaking it with his 
own lips. It should be received with absolute 

trust, obedience, and, yes, worship.

John Frame



God’s Word is identified with 
Jesus himself



And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 

of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.

John 1:14



 So the word is God. When we encounter the 
word of God, we encounter God. We cannot 

encounter God without the word, or the word 
without God. God’s word and his personal 

presence are inseparable. His word, indeed, 
is his personal presence. Whenever God’s 

word is spoken, read, or heard, God himself is 
there.

John Frame



How is God’s Word is 
his active presence?



For the word of God is living and active, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division 

of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the 

heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, but 
all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to 

whom we must give account.

Hebrews 4:12-13



What does God’s word do to 
its recipients?



God’s Word Does What He Purposes 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

Isaiah 55:11



God’s Word Brings Us to Faith
 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 

have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they 
are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those 

who preach the good news!” But they have not all obeyed 
the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he 

has heard from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ.

Romans 10:14-17



God’s Word Brings Us into the New Birth
 

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for 
a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a 

pure heart, since you have been born again, not of 
perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and 

abiding word of God
1 Peter 1:22-23



God’s Word Sanctifies Us 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having 

cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so 
that he might present the church to himself in splendor, 

without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might 
be holy and without blemish.

Romans 10:14-17



God’s Word Reveals Our True Identity
 

For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is 
like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a 

mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once 
forgets what he was like.

James 1:24



God’s Word Equips us for Righteousness
 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16



God’s Word Transforms Us
 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Romans 12:2



What does it mean for God to 
have Authoritative Presence?



God’s Word is Light for the Path

Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.

Psalm 119:105



God’s Word is the Word of the Lord

And when the Gentiles heard this, they began 
rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as 

many as were appointed to eternal life believed
Acts 13:48-50



God’s Word Justifies or Judges Us 
The one who rejects me and does not receive my 

words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will 
judge him on the last day. For I have not spoken on 
my own authority, but the Father who sent me has 

himself given me a commandment—what to say and 
what to speak. And I know that his commandment 

is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the 
Father has told me.”

Romans 12:48-50



God’s Word Comes with the Conviction of 
the Spirit

For we know, brothers loved by God, that he 
has chosen you, because our gospel came to 

you not only in word, but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.

1 Thessalonians 1:5



God’s Word is his Satisfying 
Presence



How is does God’s Word 
Satisfy his People?



How Does God’s Word Satisfy His People?
The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the 

testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; the 
precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the 

commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of 

the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. More to be 
desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter 

also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them 

there is great reward.
Psalm 19:7-11



What are the practical 
implications upon us, of God’s 

Word being his Personal Presence?



Feast upon God’s Word
And he humbled you and let you hunger and 

fed you with manna, which you did not know, 
nor did your fathers know, that he might 
make you know that man does not live by 
bread alone, but man lives by every word 
that comes from the mouth of the LORD.

Deuteronomy 8:3



Know, Obey, & Teach God’s Word 
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You 

shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your might. And these words that I 

command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach 
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when 

you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as 

a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between 
your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your 

house and on your gates.
Deuteronomy 6:4-9



Questions?


