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Foreword

In his letter to the church at Corinth, the Apostle Paul 

wrote that the death and resurrection of  Jesus Christ were 

of  “first importance” (1 Corinthians 15:3). Life is full of  

many things, not all of  them being equally significant. 

Some things don’t matter much while others are very 

important. But the death and resurrection of  Jesus Christ 

are of  “first importance.” That means they are the most 

important things in all of  life. 

Consequently, the story of  Jesus is THE main message 

that God has communicated to us through his Word, the 

Bible (John 5:39). Everything, from beginning to end, from 

Genesis to Revelation, the Old Testament, and the New 

Testament…all of  it is about Jesus. All of  it. (Luke 24:27) 

To help you better see and savor Jesus, the elders of  Coram 

Deo Church have provided this short devotional and 

liturgy booklet. Each devotion traces the story of  Jesus 

through the book of  Genesis. In each text, we see shadows 

of  our Savior and imperfect glimpses of  his perfect grace. 

A liturgical prayer has also been provided to guide you in 

a worshipful response to each story.

Finally, I would like to invite you to join us for our 

Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday services. 

We will be gathering on Good Friday, April 7th, at 5:30 & 

7:00 PM to remember the crucifixion of  our Lord. Then 
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on Sunday, April 9th, we will be gathering at 8, 9:30, 

& 11 AM to celebrate the resurrection of  Jesus Christ 

from the dead. I hope this devotional booklet will be a 

blessing to you as you meditate upon that which is of  first 

importance.

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so 

that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the 

propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 

sins of the whole world. — 1 John 2:1–2 (ESV)

Pastor Jon Needham 

Lead Pastor 

Coram Deo Church
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WEEK 1 — Lord’s Day Evening

Jesus and Adam
Devotional by Pastor Jon Needham, Liturgy by Brynn James

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, 

and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because 

all sinned—13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law 

was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet 

death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose 

sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a 

type of the one who was to come.

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died 

through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of 

God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ 

abounded for many. — Romans 5:12–15 (ESV)
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A man. 

A garden. 

A mission. 

This is how the story begins. God made Adam in his image. 

He placed him in a garden and put him to work. His job was 

simple but important. Adam was responsible to cultivate 

and protect God’s creation as he filled the earth through 

fruitfulness and multiplication (Genesis 1:28). Though 

Adam, like the rest of  God’s creation, was good, it was not 

good for him to be alone. He needed a suitable helper to 

come alongside him. Eve was God’s glorious answer. Adam 

rejoiced, and sang the first song in human history (Genesis 

2:23). And yet, danger was lurking in the background.

One afternoon, Eve encountered her enemy, the crafty ser-

pent who was Satan (Revelation 12:9). He questioned the 

command that God had given to Adam not to eat the fruit 

from the tree of  the knowledge of  good and evil (Genesis 

2:17). Eve was deceived by the trickery of  the serpent and 

offered some to Adam (1 Timothy 2:14). Adam was not de-

ceived but knew full well what he was doing. He ate what 

God had forbidden. He failed to trust the words of  his lov-

ing and kind Creator. He failed to protect his bride and the 

garden. Through his sin, death came to all, as Adam was 

the federal head whom God had appointed to represent all 

of  humanity. As the Bible says, “one trespass led to con-

Week 1: Lord’s Day Evening
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demnation for all men” (Romans 5:18).

Just as Adam got us into this mess, nothing less than a new 

Adam could get us out. And that is what we have in Jesus. 

The Apostle Paul refers to Jesus as the “last Adam” (1 Corin-

thians 15:45). Like the first Adam, Jesus is God’s man, mak-

ing his image known. He was given a world-filling mission 

by the Father that would require obedience and trust, even 

unto death. Like our first Adam, Jesus faced the serpent and 

his slippery lies (Luke 4:1–13). Like Adam, Jesus entered a 

garden of  testing at Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36–46). And 

like Adam, Jesus did this as God’s appointed federal head 

and representative of  his people, the new humanity, the 

Church. But unlike our first Adam, Jesus was faithful. Jesus 

trusted and obeyed every word spoken by the Father. Jesus 

rejected what was forbidden. Jesus protected his bride, the 

Church, from her enemy serpent. Unlike the first Adam, 

Jesus did not blame his bride, but rather took the blame for 

his bride (Genesis 3:12). 

Jesus did all that Adam failed to do. And just as Adam’s sin 

brought death to all, so Jesus’ obedience brings life to all 

who trust in him. It is through his perfect obedience alone 

that we are made righteous (Isaiah 53:11). Jesus, by the 

Spirit, in the Church, is filling the earth and exercising his 

redemptive dominion. Jesus is our better Adam.

Jesus and Adam
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Liturgy 

We fall on our knees to praise you,  

Abba, Father, our holy maker.

How often we fail to revel in the glory  

of  a transcendent created order. 

A man, made in your likeness  

to rule for Christ, taking dominion. 

His bride, a suitable helper, God’s glorious answer.  

Their mission: Vocation. Propagation. Cultivation. 

We, like Adam, have questioned your commands. 

We, like Eve, have been deceived. 

We, like Adam, consume that which God forbids. 

We, like Eve, recoil from headship. 

We, like Adam, are dead in our sin and in need of  a savior. 

Condemnation for all men: inflicted by a single trespass. 

Atonement for all men: bestowed by a single sacrifice.

While there is death in Adam, there is life in Christ.  

Sin plucked from a tree in a garden,  

covenant restored from a tree on a hill.

Our culture would love for us to scorn your architecture.  

Oh, that Calvary’s cross might drive us  

to embrace your design! 

Sturdy men sacrificing for their bride by providing, 

Week 1: Lord’s Day Evening
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Jesus and Adam

protecting, and accounting for her.  

Joyful women pouring out by warmly stewarding,  

curating, and taking care. 

Let us labor to your glory,  

declaring jubilant victory in word and action.

Put us to work, oh God.  

Use us to complete your redemptive mission.  

May we go forth as your Church,  

giving ourselves to the work of  cultivation,  

propelled by the truth that death no longer reigns.  

We rejoice in our resurrection with the Son! 

Amen.
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WEEK 1 — Midweek Evening

Jesus and Noah
Devotional by Pastor Rusten Harris, Liturgy by Brynn James

. . .20 because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience 

waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, 

in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely 

through water. — 1 Peter 3:20 (ESV)

Gangrene is a nasty condition. It occurs when your flesh or 

body tissue, usually in the extremities of  your body (toes, fin-

gers, limbs, etc.), dies through infection or loss of  blood flow. 

When this happens, extreme measures become necessary to 

save a patient’s life, because gangrene can infect the whole 

body. Oftentimes the only path forward to save the life is to 

sacrifice a limb—amputate, or cut off, the dead flesh.

It’s a good analogy for our sinful human condition, and it 
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should remind us of  humanity before God’s judgment of  

the flood. Sin had taken such root in the world that God de-

termined to cut off  the dead, decaying, sinful flesh:

And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had 

corrupted their way on the earth. And God said to Noah, “I have 

determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with 

violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth” 

(Genesis 6:12–13).

And though Noah’s ark is often made into children’s toys 

or painted on nursery walls, we miss the point of  the flood 

entirely if  we forget that while eight people were saved on 

the ark — the rest of  humanity was drowned. The story of  

Noah’s ark is a story of  salvation, but it is a story of  salva-

tion from and through judgment. It’s a story of  cutting off 

sinful flesh; it’s a story of  amputation. It’s a story that tells 

us that sin is, indeed, that bad.

And it’s a story of  grace — because Noah and his family 

were sinners too, but God showed them favor and instruct-

ed Noah to build an ark that would save them and preserve 

life after the flood.

And while this great salvation through the flood shows us 

a lot of  what it means to be saved from our sin, it’s ulti-

mately an incomplete story and it doesn’t go deep enough 

to deal with our sin. Because even that wooden boat that 

floated atop the waters of  judgment contained stowaway 

Week 1: Midweek Evening
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Jesus and Noah

sin. The flood didn’t get rid of  the sin in the hearts of  No-

ah’s family. This gangrene isn’t isolated to the limbs; the 

whole body has been infected and, to be frank, was already 

dead (Ephesians 2:1).

We need a better judgment that will completely cleanse us 

from our sin and we need a better ark that will completely 

rescue us from the judgment our sin deserves. We need the 

gangrene cut out of  our sinful hearts.

We need a better Noah to build the ark we need, but who 

doesn’t have his own sin to deal with? That better Noah is 

Christ, and that better ark is the cross. Christ came to bring 

us to God “being put to death in the flesh but made alive 

in the spirit” (1 Peter 3:18). In the substitutionary death of  

Christ — the righteous for the unrighteous — our sinful 

flesh has been “cut off.” Christ drowned in the waters of  

our deserved judgment in order that we might breathe and 

rest at peace floating upon those same raging waters. He 

conquered our sin, Satan, and death by passing through 

judgment and being made alive in his resurrection.

Christ was cut off, he was destroyed, and he was judged. 

Why? Because his glorious mercy for you required ex-

treme measures.
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 Liturgy 

How wildly brilliant is your holiness, oh God,  

contrasted against the darkness of  our sin.  

We are enthralled with the flawless purity  

of  the LORD Most High,  

blinded by your captivating radiance.  

It feels fitting that we should approach you  

cowering and browbeaten, if  at all. 

And yet, we are invited to draw near  

to the throne with confidence. 

Our world preaches the gospel of  self:  

Be our authentic selves. Confess autonomy. Live our truth.  

In reality, our “authentic selves” are depraved.  

We are nothing outside of  Christ. Truth belongs to you. 

Our intrinsic nature is so corrupt that a catastrophic flood 

was needed to drown out its consequences.  

A global baptism. 

How easily we forget the vileness of  our own sin.  

When we are sinned against, we feel a fraction of  the sting 

of  the curse. The bloody cross: a reminder of  the death 

and carnage our sin has ushered in. Oh, that our own 

wounds would lead our eyes to the wounds that saved us! 

Marvelous and merciful, you sent a new and better ark 

to be our liberator and salvation. A vessel thrown about 

Week 1: Midweek Evening
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Jesus and Noah

by the lurching and stormy waves of  transgression, only 

finding peace on the banks of  a new promised land. We 

were seen, in our brokenness, and rescued by no merit of  

our own. 

Be with us, oh God, in the already-but-not-yet.  

Already baptized in the Spirit  

and yet still predisposed to sin. 

Already washed clean but not yet fully sanctified.  

Already redeemed and yet looking forward  

to the day of  redemption. 

Already raised in Christ  

but awaiting the final trumpet call.

Amen.
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WEEK 2 — Lord’s Day Evening

Jesus and Abraham
Devotional by Pastor Ryan James, Liturgy by Brynn James

1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country 

and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I 

will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and 

I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will 

be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who 

dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.”

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot 

went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he 

departed from Haran. — Genesis 12:1–4 (ESV)

I was 11 years old in the summer of  1996 when my parents 
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took me and my brothers to Wisconsin to visit my mom’s 

extended family. We drove the long way so we could visit 

my grandparents in Colorado and also see some of  our na-

tion’s landmarks along the way. 

It was a disaster. 

We all got sick. My brothers and I bickered the whole way, 

forfeiting the bribe money my parents had tried to use to 

buy our good behavior. Our van broke down multiple times, 

once while we were up in the Rocky Mountains. We fell so 

far behind schedule that we had to drive through the night 

to make up for it. Thankfully, we eventually made it to Wis-

consin and the trip wasn’t a total bust. When we finally left 

to go home, my dad turned to my mom and said, “Take a 

good look at your relatives. We aren’t doing this again.”

I can imagine Abram (later renamed Abraham by God) say-

ing something similar to his wife Sarai as they set out for 

the promised land. And when I think about the ordeal that 

we went through just for a simple three-week cross-coun-

try road trip, it helps me appreciate the significance of  

what God told him to do.

These days, people move all the time and the magnitude 

of  God’s command to Abraham can be a bit lost on us. 

Then, it was basically the equivalent of  quitting your job, 

selling whatever possessions wouldn’t fit in your car, and 

hitting the open road with no destination, job, or home in 

Week 2: Lord’s Day Evening
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Jesus and Abraham

front of  you, all in a land with no hotels, fast food, or rest 

stops, where running into the wrong group of  people could 

mean certain death. For Abraham, moving was risky and 

required great faith, humility, and obedience.

But God made some incredible promises to Abraham. He 

promised to give him a family that would become a great 

nation. He promised to bless him and make his name great, 

blessing those who blessed him and cursing those who 

cursed him. And through Abraham, God promised to bless 

all the families of  the earth. Because he trusted God, Abra-

ham left behind nearly everything he had ever known, 

walking in humble obedience to God’s command.

However, Abraham didn’t ultimately see the complete 

fulfillment of  God’s promise himself. He is among those 

listed in Hebrews 11 who looked forward in faith to God’s 

promises coming to fruition in Christ.

In Jesus, we see the fulfillment of  everything that God said 

to Abraham. Jesus left his Father, his kingdom, and all of  

his majesty, obediently humbling himself  to the will of  

God the Father. Like Abraham, Jesus came to a new land 

to receive a new family, the Church, giving his own life to 

pay the ransom price to bring us back to God and make us 

into a great and holy nation. And in Jesus’ resurrection, tri-

umphing over Satan, sin, and death, the kingdom of  God is 

inaugurated and all of  the families of  the earth are bless-

ed. He is truly the embodiment of  all that was commanded 
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and promised to Abraham.

This Easter, let’s remember the promise that God made to 

Abraham that is also given to us as the people of  God. In 

Christ, we are raised from death to life, brought into a new 

kingdom, given a new family, and made into a blessing 

that extends to every nation, tongue, and tribe. May we too 

live lives of  obedience and faith, walking humbly with our 

God as he leads us safely home.

 

Liturgy 

Omniscient God, there is none like our Alpha and Omega. 

Creator of  all, you declare the end from the beginning.  

All our ways are known to you. 

We confess, Lord, that in our narrow view, we fail to trust in 

your plan and calling. There is no reason to doubt, yet when 

the way forward seems unsure, we find ourselves clinging 

to anything but our Savior. We doubt, drag our feet, and 

deny our allegiance to the call of  our Good Shepherd. 

Forgive us for seeking solace from lesser lords,  

and give us strength for the days ahead. 

Week 2: Lord’s Day Evening
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Jesus and Abraham

Along our journey, affix our eyes  

upon every promise fulfilled.  

Remind us, oh God, of  the Son’s suffering  

that secured our adoption.  

Bury this Gospel story deep in our hearts,  

galvanizing our devotion and submission.

Grant us faithfulness like Abraham’s. Soften our hearts 

so that we may embrace whatever direction you send us 

in, that we may abandon and turn away from all else. And 

when your plan is to plant us instead of  send us, grant 

us holy contentment to lay roots with a firm conviction. 

Whether we are called to pick up sword and trowel right 

where we are or to journey to a distant land, we can be 

sure of  the promises of  the Almighty. 

Father, you alone give purpose to our wilderness 

wanderings. We are not left to sojourn alone, but we are 

called into the kingdom, given a feast, and promised 

a home. Oh, that we might live this truth, walking in 

humble obedience, until the end of  our days. 

Amen.



24 25



25

WEEK 2 — Midweek Evening

Jesus and Isaac
Devotional by Pastor Derrek Busha, Liturgy by Brynn James

1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, 

“Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your 

son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 

of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of 

the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose 

early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of 

his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the 

wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of 

which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted 

up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham 

said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the 

boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 
6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid 

it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the 
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knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to 

his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, 

my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where 

is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will 

provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So 

they went both of them together. — Genesis 22:1–8 (ESV)

The journey to Moriah was long for Abraham and Isaac. 

A three-day walk to be exact, but what must’ve made the 

walk seem even longer was trying to deal with the idea of  

what was supposed to happen at the end of  the journey. 

Abraham was just told by God that he must take Isaac, his 

only son, whom he loved, and offer him as a burnt offering 

unto God. On the last day of  the journey, as Abraham load-

ed Isaac up with the firewood for the burnt offering, Isaac 

started to inquire where the sacrificial lamb was. Abra-

ham’s response? “God will provide for himself  the lamb…” 

— a substitute offering. 

This story would frame Israel’s hope that one day God 

would ultimately fulfill his promise to Abraham, that in 

his offspring, all the nations would be blessed (Genesis 

22:18), eventually leading to the redemptive acts of  Jesus, 

God’s own beloved Son. 

This story sets up the parallel of  the two offsprings, Isaac 

and Jesus. Both are only sons, who are deeply loved by their 

fathers. Both travel to the mountain of  Moriah. (Moriah is 

Week 2: Midweek Evening
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Jesus and Isaac

the place where Jerusalem would be built.) Both are loaded 

up with wood for the final stretch of  the journey, Isaac with 

the sacrificial wood, and Jesus with the sacrificial cross. 

Both willingly lay their lives down for the sacrifice. Both 

cry out to their father regarding the sacrifice. Isaac gets an 

answer, but Jesus does not. One is spared while the other 

is not. 

The answer Abraham provided for Isaac was simple: “God 

will provide.” But it wasn’t without tears or pain, I’m sure, 

for either Abraham or Isaac. God was asking both Abraham 

and Isaac to obey and trust him. He was telling a story that 

would be handed down for generations until it climaxed in 

Jesus, God’s only begotten and beloved Son. And Jesus is our 

sacrificial Lamb who died for our sins, once and for all.

This testing of  Abraham was an example of  what faith in 

God looks like. It is also a picture of  the Gospel. In it, we 

see how God graciously offered his Son for us. Through 

the completed work of  Jesus on the cross, he welcomes us 

to know him so that we might be able to say with John the 

Baptist, “Behold, the Lamb of  God, who takes away the sin 

of  the world!” (John 1:29).
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Liturgy 

Oh God, our promise and provision, we commit this 

Lenten season to you. Prepare our hearts to hear and 

know both the battle and victory of  your Easter epic.  

Let the history of  our people never feel commonplace.

Though we have heard before, that: 

We are welcomed to know our Redeemer,  

You have provided the sacrifice, 

The Lamb has died once and for all, 

And that sin has been defeated, 

We confess these truths do not always  

move us as they ought.

Remove our rotten cores. Upset our realities.  

Give us eyes to see the beauty of  the Gospel anew.  

Instill in us, oh Lord, a fresh wonder  

at the unvarnished truth.

While it’s a story we’ve heard before, let it sink in deeper 

this year. May the roots of  our redemption, spread, 

flourish, and take hold in our hearts. Steep us in your 

goodness. Let us listen with the fidelity of  Abraham and 

the reverence of  Isaac; as a people hungry and captivated. 

We pray that Israel’s hope would truly be our hope, so 

that when we hear yet again of  Christ resurrected, our joy 

will be unmatched. Let the light of  your glory expose the 

Week 2: Midweek Evening
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lackluster dinginess of  our worldly loves. 

We are here today because of  the sacrifice that fulfilled 

the promises to Abraham.

God, equip us, your saints, with perseverance and 

sustained belief, so that we might tell the triumphant 

account to our children with vigor, and they to theirs. 

Amen.

Jesus and Isaac
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WEEK 3 — Lord’s Day Evening

Jesus and Jacob’s Ladder
Devotional by Pastor Kim Highfield, Liturgy by Brynn James

10 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 And he came 

to a certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun 

had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his 

head and lay down in that place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, 

and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top 

of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were 

ascending and descending on it! 13 And behold, the LORD stood 

above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your 

father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will 

give to you and to your offspring. 14 Your offspring shall be like 

the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west 

and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you 

and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.  
15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and 
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will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until 

I have done what I have promised you.” 16 Then Jacob awoke 

from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I 

did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome 

is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this 

is the gate of heaven.”

18 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had 

put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on 

the top of it. 19 He called the name of that place Bethel, but the 

name of the city was Luz at the first. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, 

saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me in this way 

that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 
21 so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the 

LORD shall be my God, 22 and this stone, which I have set up 

for a pillar, shall be God’s house. And of all that you give me I 

will give a full tenth to you.” — Genesis 28:10–22 (ESV)

51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see 

heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descend-

ing on the Son of Man.” — John 1:51 (ESV)

As we prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the resur-

rection of  Jesus in his glorified body, it’s interesting to look 

back on the beginnings of  his ministry.

As he gathered his chosen disciples, he told Nathanael, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and 

Week 3: Lord’s Day Evening
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Jesus and Jacob’s Ladder

the angels of  God ascending and descending on the Son of  

Man” (John 1:51). Nathanael wasn’t unhitched from the Old 

Testament, so he would have understood that Jesus was 

identifying himself  as Jacob’s ladder (Genesis 28:10-22).

In his dream, Jacob saw a ladder set up on the earth and 

the top of  it reached to heaven. The angels of  God were 

ascending and descending on it. A previous effort to con-

nect to heaven autonomously failed because we can’t reach 

heaven or open heaven’s gate (Genesis 11:1-9). Heaven and 

earth have been separated by sin, but this ladder re-estab-

lished the contact. It’s by the ladder, which is Jesus, that 

help comes to us and by which we enter heaven. Through 

his sacrificial death, the barrier between heaven and earth 

has been broken. This was what Jesus had promised Na-

thanael he would see — and not only see, but experience. 

Listen to Jacob’s declaration after his dream: “Surely the 

LORD is in this place, and I did not know it. . . . How awe-

some is this place! This is none other than the house of  

God, and this is the gate of  heaven” (Genesis 28:16-17). Yes, 

Jesus is the gate to heaven and it doesn’t matter whether we 

know it or not; it is always true and he is always there. He 

has promised never to leave us or forsake us (Deuterono-

my 31:8, Hebrews 13:5, et al.). And because he is the gate to 

heaven, those who believe will dwell with him for eternity.

Jacob didn’t see multiple ladders connecting heaven and 

earth. There was and is only one (1 Timothy 2:5). Despite  
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Jacob’s ignorance of  the presence of  Jesus prior to his 

dream, there is nowhere we can run or hide where Jesus 

isn’t present (Psalm 139:7-12). Neither Jacob, nor we, have 

to go looking for God. He is never far from us and he comes 

for us (Acts 17:27; James 4:8).

The ladder that Jacob saw in his dream still connects heav-

en and earth and is still the gate to heaven (John 10:9). We 

may not sense his presence. We may not see Jesus in the 

trials, turbulence, and troubles that we inevitably experi-

ence, but he is there (Psalm 23:4). He is not only there but 

he is working on our behalf  even during the most difficult 

of  times (Romans 8:34). After Jacob’s dream, he worshiped 

God. This Easter, let us rejoice and be thankful as we wor-

ship Jesus, who is the ladder and gate to heaven.

 

Liturgy 

Our Holy Redeemer on the throne of  thrones, how we 

cherish your name and tremble at your feet. Our most 

honorable acts are filthy rags before a Holy God, a costly 

righteousness our only defense. 

Oh, how foolishly we have mocked our King  

by pretending we can  

save ourselves,  

work ourselves,  

Week 3: Lord’s Day Evening



35

Jesus and Jacob’s Ladder

or believe ourselves,  

into your presence. 

Praise the Lord on high that our salvation depends not 

on our own merit! Left to our own devices, even the best 

among us would still be wandering blindly in the blackest 

depths of  our foulness. Our debt could only be paid by a 

transaction we could never afford.

Though we deserved to live separated by our sin forever,  

a way has been forged for us.  

A way back into your presence, a way into eternal glory.  

The very hand that created all things, outstretched to us.  

The voice that spoke the world into existence,  

calling us by name. 

The mercy tree, giving way to the righteous branch,  

our ladder.

Jacob’s dream was fulfilled in a divine reckoning,  

bridging forever our broken world to a world made new.  

A gateway to paradise was paid for by the spilling of  blood 

from one innocent and blameless Lamb. 

Death, defeated: a life poured out on our behalf. 

Heaven opened, a covenant restored — 

not because we are lovely, but because we are loved. 

Amen.
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WEEK 3 — Midweek Evening

Jesus and Joseph
Devotional by Pastor Brandon Johnston, Liturgy by Brynn James

23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of 

his robe, the robe of many colors that he wore. 24 And they 

took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there 

was no water in it. — Genesis 37:23–24 (ESV) 

41 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all 

the land of Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from 

his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in 

garments of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck. 43 

And he made him ride in his second chariot. And they called 

out before him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set him over all the 

land of Egypt. 44 Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am 

Pharaoh, and without your consent no one shall lift up hand 

or foot in all the land of Egypt.” — Genesis 41:41–44 (ESV)
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Rejected. Left to die. Yet God exalted him to save his peo-

ple. This is the story of  Joseph and his family. His brothers 

hated him with great jealousy. He spoke of  God’s provision 

through his dreams, where he would rule and reign to care 

for the family, yet they would refuse to bow to him or re-

ceive him over their lives.

His brothers stripped him of  his honor as they ripped his 

robe off  his back. They sent him down to the pit to die, 

and sold him as a slave for 20 pieces of  silver. The family 

mourned what they thought was a tragic death of  Joseph. 

While this fictitious obituary brought great sadness, it also 

covered the sin, hatred, and jealousy of  the brothers. Yet 

through their sin, what they meant for evil God meant for 

good. It was God’s plan that Joseph might save them (Gen-

esis 45:5). They thought he was dead, but God raised him 

up from the pit of  slavery to give him rule and reign in the 

kingdom of  Egypt. 

It is sin that brings devastation, destruction, and death 

into our lives. We refuse to bow to God or receive him as 

Lord and King over our life. We are the brothers in this 

story in need of  a Joseph. In our sin, our hands plot evil 

and destruction. We rebel against the only One who can 

save us. Yet God did not leave us in this state. God’s plan to 

save his people through Joseph’s life was but a shadow of  

the things to come. Joseph was a type of  Christ, showing 

us what a rejected, crucified, and resurrected savior-king 
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Jesus and Joseph

might look like. Like Joseph, Jesus was rejected by Israel. 

Like Joseph, Jesus was betrayed and sold; his life exchanged 

for mere pieces of  silver. Like Joseph, Jesus was cast into 

the pit of  death, as he hung on the cross. Like Joseph, Jesus 

was raised up from the pit of  death, exalted and given all 

rule and reign in the kingdom of  God. Like Joseph, Jesus 

suffered to save his people and give them life. Jesus is our 

greater Joseph.

Liturgy 

Oh Holy Judge, we praise your extravagant grace. 

You see the depths of  our destruction and yet you look 

upon us with tenderness.

We struggle to deny ourselves and receive our true King 

as Lord over our lives, rushing after our own lusts. And 

yet, despite our depravity, there is no sin big enough to 

exhaust the forgiveness of  our Father. In Christ, there is 

more excellence, virtue, and mercy than the whole world 

could ever exhaust. 

For it is this very Christ who drank to the dregs a cup 

reserved for us. 

Stripped of  honor, enduring the torture and death  
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we deserved. 

This Easter, we rejoice and celebrate that when the Son 

arose from that pit of  death, he brought with him his 

Church. Out of  the mire, consecrated, washed white as 

snow, hallowed. 

Lord, you are the master of  taking ordinary means and 

hopeless situations and using them for our good and your 

glory. A manger made a crib, water to wine, broken men 

made kings, the poor and hungry nourished, orphans 

made heirs. If  this is the renewal our eyes can see here 

on earth, oh how glorious eternity must be! Use us, oh 

Father, ordinary and hopeless as we may be, to build your 

kingdom here until we’re called home.

Amen.

Week 3: Midweek Evening
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Good Friday

A Prayer for Good Friday 
By Pastor Aaron Kuhns

Heavenly Father,

Easter is a reminder that the Fall of  man was not final. 

Partaking of  the forbidden fruit was  

our first attempt to replace you. 

And mankind has continued  

the fruitless journey to this day. 

We also have looked in every corner for a better Savior.

Like Eve, we have sought salvation  

in autonomy and self-glorification. 

Like Adam, we have sought salvation  

in following the sin of  others. 

Like Abraham, we have sought salvation by using others.

Like Jacob, we have sought salvation  
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through stealing and running. 

Lord, use these failed attempts to teach us. 

Your Son has succeeded where all have failed. 

No other life was lived perfectly. 

No other death could atone. 

No one else was raised to sit at your right hand. 

By your grace, help us deny autonomy  

and seek your glory, like Christ did. 

By your power, help us to break the cycle of  sin,  

like Christ did. 

By your love, help us to serve others,  

like Christ did. 

By your generosity, help us to give freely and stand firm 

in the truth, like Christ did. 

Jesus, use your example to teach us. 

Lift our eyes to your finished work. 

No other righteousness could satisfy the law. 

No other sacrifice could bear our sins. 

No one else has defeated death. 

Holy Spirit, write the joyous truth of  Easter on our hearts.

Save more sinners like us as the Gospel is proclaimed 

throughout the earth. 

To God alone be all glory and honor now and 

forevermore!

Amen.

Good Friday
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Celebrate Easter at  
Coram Deo Church 

Did we come from nothing? Is there a purpose to life? 

Are we all just racing to the grave? For over 2000 years, 

people like you have found the answer to these questions 

in the resurrection of  Jesus Christ. Join us this Easter as 

we celebrate and remember the greatest hope the world 

has ever known.

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES:

Friday, April 7 at 5:30 & 7:00 PM 

Your RSVP is requested at  

coramdeochurch.org/goodfriday.

RESURRECTION SUNDAY SERVICES:

Sunday, April 9 at 8:00, 9:30, & 11:00 AM

Your RSVP is requested at  

coramdeochurch.org/easter.

Directions available at  
coramdeochurch.org/directions

NE McWilliams Rd

Safeway

West Marine

Coram Deo 
Church

303

5951 St Hwy 303 NE  

Bremerton, WA 98311 

360-377-0526 | coramdeochurch.org
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