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Foreword

Thank you for picking up one of  Coram Deo Church’s 

Advent Devotionals! Advent is a special time of  the 

year marked by special music, décor, recipes, tradi-

tions, and time with people we love. It’s a time to slow 

down and remember, savor, and celebrate the birth of  

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. It begins the Sun-

day after Thanksgiving and ends on Christmas Day. 

For this Advent season, Coram Deo Church will be ex-

amining the Christmas story from Luke’s Gospel. There 

will be one devotional to complement each of  the four 

Sunday Advent sermons from Luke. Four midweek de-

votionals will examine titles given to Jesus from Isaiah 

9:6. You’ll also find several prayers specially written to 

help you focus on the profound beauty and meaning of  

Christmas while also aiding you in worship and adoration. 

Finally, I would love to invite you to one of  our 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services. They are a 

simple and beautiful time of  singing traditional Christ-

mas carols and reflecting upon the story of  Jesus’ birth. 

Service times are at 2, 3, 4, & 5 pm. And this year, 

Christmas falls on a Sunday, which means the 

Church gets to gather and worship on Christ-

mas Day! Service times are at 9:30 & 11 am. 

I know this season can be hectic, busy, and even exhaust-
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ing. My hope is that God would use this Advent season, 

this simple devotional, along with our special services, to 

fill your heart with true Christmas rest, joy, and wonder. 

Merry Christmas!

Jon Needham

Lead Pastor

Coram Deo Church
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A Prayer for Thanksgiving Day 
By Pastor Aaron Kuhns

Heavenly Father,

You are a God of  patience and grace. 

We recognize that so many of  your gifts go unnoticed.

Please open our eyes to your many blessings,  

great and small. 

Thank you, Lord, for a good night’s sleep. 

For a kind word from a friend. 

For the taste of  our favorite food. 

For unexpected laughter. 

For every trip we’ve safely traveled. 

For health, however fragile it may be. 

For each blessing that we don’t deserve. 

For every punishment you’ve mercifully withheld.
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But we confess that we’ve been blind to much greater gifts. 

We regularly reach the limits of  our own love  

and exhaust the love of  others. 

But your love, Oh Lord, is unsearchable,  

unfathomable, unending. 

You have known all our sins, even our darkest days, those 

past and yet to come, and yet have poured out the greatest 

gift in the sacrifice of  Jesus Christ in our place. 

With all God’s people, we sing,  

“How deep the Father’s love for us,  

how vast beyond all measure, 

that he should give his only Son, 

to make a wretch his treasure.” 

Heavenly Father, help us to see your greatness more 

clearly, to know the unknowable. 

Lord Jesus, soften our ungrateful hearts and untangle our 

conflicting thoughts by your infinite grace. 

Holy Spirit, stir us up to give you all the thanks we can 

muster from our feeble hearts.

To the Father of  joy, we sing praise. 

To the Son who loves us, we hold fast. 

To the Spirit that unites us, we give thanks for all things 

great and small.

Amen.

Thanksgiving Day
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WEEK 1 — Lord’s Day Evening

Christmas Prayers, Christmas Answers
Devotional by Pastor Jon Needham, Liturgy by Brynn James

1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative 

of the things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as 

those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers 

of the word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me 

also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to 

write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus,  
4 that you may have certainty concerning the things you have 

been taught.

5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named 

Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from 

the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And 

they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all 

the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no 
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child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced 

in years.

8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his 

division was on duty, 9 according to the custom of the priest-

hood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and 

burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were 

praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to 

him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar 

of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, 

and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be 

afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your 

wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name 

John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will 

rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he 

must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with 

the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 And he will 

turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and 

he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn 

the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient 

to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people 

prepared.”

18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For 

I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the 

angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of 

God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good 

news. 20 And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until 

Week 1: Lord’s Day Evening
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the day that these things take place, because you did not believe 

my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” 21 And the peo-

ple were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his 

delay in the temple. 22 And when he came out, he was unable to 

speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the 

temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 
23 And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home.

24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five 

months she kept herself hidden, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has 

done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my 

reproach among people.” — Luke 1:1–25 (ESV)

In Luke’s Gospel, the Christmas story begins not with the 

birth of  Jesus, but with the birth of  John the Baptist, Jesus’ 

cousin. Zechariah and Elizabeth, John’s parents, were de-

vout and righteous Jews. Elizabeth, like some of  the Old 

Testament women who unexpectedly found themselves in 

the middle of  God’s redemptive plan, was barren. Zechari-

ah, being a loving and kind husband, had faithfully prayed 

for his wife to conceive, presumably for years.

While performing his temple duty, Zechariah encountered 

the angel Gabriel, who informed Zechariah that not only 

had God heard his prayers for his barren wife, but God 

was in fact going to answer his prayers. However, the child 

that Elizabeth would bear would be no ordinary child. John 

would serve a unique role in redemptive history as the 

Christmas Prayers, Christmas Answers
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pre-runner to Jesus, the promised and long-awaited Mes-

siah. How did Zechariah respond? Doubt and disbelief.

How often do we pray in unbelief? Like Zechariah, we 

faithfully bring our requests before God, but we don’t actu-

ally expect him to answer our prayers. We enter the temple 

and are surprised to encounter God. When God promises 

an answer, we doubt his power. Why did we even pray in 

the first place? 

God’s answer to Zechariah’s prayers was so much greater 

than anything Zechariah could have hoped for. Yes, Eliza-

beth was going to have a child, but that was just the tip of  

the iceberg. This child would prepare the way for the Sav-

ior Son that God promised Eve in the midst of  her darkest 

moment (Genesis 3:15).

As we enter this Christmas season, let us consider and 

meditate upon Zechariah’s faithful prayers, his doubt, his 

silence, and God’s great love for sinners like us. May this 

Christmas season remind us that God is listening to us and 

that he hears our prayers. May we remember that God is 

able to answer our prayers, even if  those answers are de-

layed by many years. May we be reminded that God loves 

to bless us with gifts that are so much more beautiful than 

anything we could even think to ask for. 

20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all 

that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us,   

Week 1: Lord’s Day Evening
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Christmas Prayers, Christmas Answers

21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, forever and ever. Amen. — Ephesians 3:20–21 

(ESV)

Liturgy 

You are who you say you are, Oh Lord,  

and every promise is true.  

Each ornament, every cinnamon roll, each strand of  

twinkle lights, every snowflake, each carol:  

Every one tells the story of  prophecy fulfilled,  

and points to he who is King over them all.  

From the snow on the mountains to the steam from our mugs, 

All of  creation sings an anthem of  a Father’s love for us,  

a covenant upheld. 

Why are we then surprised every time  

you make good on your word? 

Though we are unworthy, a way has been made for us  

to come to our Good Shepherd in prayer. 

Lord, we confess, we don’t always pray expectantly.  

Often we pray as a final attempt  

when our own efforts have failed us. 
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Our hope and our imaginations are too narrow.  

Still, you hear your children.  

And better yet, we are answered.  

What a grace that though we are feeble,  

the vows of  our Maker are secure!

Let this Christmas season ignite in us new courage  

to pray with boldness. 

May our prayers be lifted not as a last-ditch effort,  

but as a primary weapon.  

Grant us assurance; heal our disbelief. 

A wondrous thing about December is seeing most around us, 

even non-Christians, celebrating the birth of   

the Light of  the World. 

Give us eyes to see this as a foretaste of  what is to come. 

Every knee bowing, every tongue confessing:  

Jesus is Lord.

Amen.

Week 1: Lord’s Day Evening
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WEEK 1 — Midweek Evening

Wonderful Counselor
Devotional by Pastor Aaron Kuhns, Liturgy by Brynn James

6 For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. — Isaiah 9:6 (ESV)

Christmas is a great time to explore all the ways the gift 

of  Jesus meets our needs, including ways we don’t often 

consider. Even as I was studying to become a counselor, 

I found it odd to think of  Jesus as our “Wonderful Coun-

selor.” For some reason, I never really thought of  him that 

way. But the more I dug into Scripture, the more examples 
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appeared of  him applying truth to life. Jesus counsels the 

woman at the well, Nicodemus, the disciples, the scribes, 

the Pharisees, and more. So what makes him a “wonderful” 

counselor?

The answer can be summed up in this phrase: he spoke the 

truth in love. We’ve all felt the crushing disappointment 

of  bad advice, the fruit of  foolishness and falsehood. Jesus 

never lied, bent the truth, or relied on platitudes of  world-

ly wisdom. He spoke the truth throughout his life and was 

proven true through his death and resurrection (1 Corin-

thians 15:3–7). But moreover, he also pointed people to the 

truth of  Scripture. His prayer for his disciples was that the 

Father would “sanctify them in your truth; your word is 

truth” (John 17:17). Even when facing temptation directly 

from the devil under the harshest conditions, he applied 

Scripture alone to Satan’s schemes.

He spoke truth in love. His heart for his audience is often 

on display. “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 

from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:28–29). The heart of  

Jesus was not cold or indifferent, but longed for the heal-

ing of  the despised and rejected. As Jesus looked out across 

Jerusalem, he mourned their stubbornness and poured out 

his heart for the rebels who lived there (Luke 13:34–35). 

Though he knows our darkest moments, he reaches out 

Week 1: Midweek Evening
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Wonderful Counselor

to bind our wounds and wash away our sin and shame. “A 

bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick 

he will not quench” (Isaiah 42:3). 

If  we’re honest, this is the counselor we want. One who 

passionately desires our good. One who doesn’t feed us 

false hope. One who walks with us through the valley and 

the shadow. One who brings real change. And though that 

process isn’t always easy, Christ alone has the power to 

carry us through the storm to find true rest at his side.

As Christians, we are merely imitators, signposts to the 

true source of  help, participating imperfectly in a greater 

work. Dear friends, you and I can lead others to the Shep-

herd of  our souls, knowing that whatever he starts, he will 

finish. As these truths sink in, let us thank God this Christ-

mas for the tender, truthful, and unexpected gift of  Christ, 

the Wonderful Counselor.

Liturgy 

Oh Wonderful Counselor, we hear your wisdom  

through creation and through the Word.  

Alpha and Omega: qualified to be our teacher  

because we were created by your hands. 
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Fully man: understanding our human strife.  

Fully God: all-knowing, wisdom, and truth itself.

Oh Wonderful Counselor, how foolish we’ve been to run 

elsewhere for wisdom. This age is full of  self-help fads, 

personality quizzes, and social media thought-leaders. 

Forgive us for ever expecting these to help us more than 

our Father.

Oh Wonderful Counselor, how your presence soothes us 

as you hear our heart’s cry; our Great High Priest who 

sympathizes with us. As foretold, our deliverer came to us 

anointed in infinite wisdom; the highest and most perfect 

teacher. 

Oh Wonderful Counselor, soften our hearts to embrace 

holy counsel. Train our hearts to crave your words, seek-

ing them out daily, so that when we hear the voice of  our 

Shepherd, we’ll know to whom it belongs.

Amen.

Week 1: Midweek Evening
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WEEK 2 — Lord’s Day Evening

Christmas Greetings
Devotional by Pastor Jon Needham, Liturgy by Brynn James

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God 

to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed 

to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her 

and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 
29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried 

to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the 

angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 

Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne 

of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
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34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I 

am a virgin?”

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 

called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and 

this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 
37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary 

said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 

according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

— Luke 1:26–38 (ESV)

Consider the following scenario: There’s a knock at the 

door, the bell rings. Who could it be? You weren’t expect-

ing anyone. Maybe it’s the annoying neighbor kid? UPS? 

Amazon? Oh well. You approach the door and slowly open 

it, only to be greeted by an angel. Not the fluffy, fat, float-

ing-on-the-cloud Hallmark type either. This is a real an-

gel…Gabriel. 

You think that’s weird? Just wait!

The angel proceeds to announce that though you are a 

young virgin Jewish girl who is betrothed to your sweet-

heart, you, yes you, are going to have a child. This child will 

not be conceived the old-fashioned way. This child will be 

Week 2: Lord’s Day Evening
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Christmas Greetings

conceived of  the Holy Spirit, whose power will overshad-

ow you. To make things even better, this child will arrive 

before your wedding day, making you and your family the 

objects of  endless scorn and scandal. 

Whatever sort of  greeting you thought might await you on 

the other side of  that door, this was certainly not that. How 

do you think the neighbors will respond when you try to 

explain that an angel told you all of  this and that you are in 

fact a virgin? 

This greeting thrust Mary and Joseph into a life of  running 

from murderous kings, disrepute, accusation, and conflict. 

They did not ask for this. But this was the greeting Mary 

received. This was her Christmas greeting. 

For some of  us, Christmas is a sweet time full of  cher-

ished traditions. We share meals, eat cookies, decorate our 

homes, gather with loved ones, and exchange gifts. For 

others, Christmas time can be a real struggle. It reminds us 

of  difficult times, broken relationships, and the loved ones 

we have lost. But none of  us has ever received a Christmas 

greeting as weighty as Mary’s. 

Christmas reminds us that God is sovereign and free to do 

whatever he wants. He can cause a virgin girl to be preg-

nant. That alone ought to bolster our confidence in his un-

matchable power. Whatever odds we face, they are nothing 

in light of  God’s great power. At the same time, we are re-
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minded that our lives are not our own; they belong to the 

Lord. Our plans are not always God’s plans. All of  Mary’s 

dreams and expectations for her family and future were 

changed in the blink of  an eye. God had something else in 

mind. Better for sure. But different, even difficult. 

This Christmas as we remember the past, enjoy the pres-

ent, and dream about the future, may we remember the 

greeting Mary received from the angel Gabriel. May we 

hold our plans and dreams loosely enough to make room 

for whatever God may bring our way, knowing and trust-

ing in his endless goodness. And like Mary, may we be 

ready to respond with eager obedience.

Liturgy 

We bow down and commit this Christmas season to our 

victorious God.

We confess, it is easy to feel removed from Mary’s Christmas 

experience. For us, the holidays have the potential to be cozy 

and joyful—even able to be enjoyed from the comfort of  our 

own quaintly decorated homes. But truthfully, Christmas 

greets us much like it did Mary: A costly invitation to die to 

Week 2: Lord’s Day Evening
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Christmas Greetings

ourselves and follow our Redeemer. 

To exchange comfort and self-preservation  

for trust in the Son of  the Living God.  

To risk it all in order to declare that Christ is ruler over all. 

It is easy to have faith when everything is going well. But 

you have shown us that we are alone in neither the valleys 

nor the hills. Teach us to trust, Oh Lord. May we cling 

to your every word and promise, knowing that you can 

handle our worst-case scenarios. 

In a world that hates the true King, obedience to him 

triggers fear, hatred, and persecution. We cannot run 

headlong toward the light without offending someone. 

When persecution comes for us—and it will—we pray for 

strength to stand firm, knowing that we have been called 

and equipped for this work. 

May we count the cost and charge forward,  

Submitting to a holy cadence and sovereignty, 

Surrendering our everything to the will of  the Lord.

Be our fortitude, Jehovah, God who delivers.  

We know that nations will rise and fall, and still,  

the Son of  Man will be standing.  

Set our eyes on these truths so that we may serve with an 

Eager 

Joyful 

Reverent 
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Obedience 

Until we meet in glory.

Amen.

Week 2: Lord’s Day Evening
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WEEK 2 — Midweek Evening

Mighty God
Devotional by Pastor Kim Highfield, Liturgy by Brynn James

6 For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. — Isaiah 9:6 (ESV)

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the gov-

ernment shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall 

be called. . .Mighty God.” These words were recorded by 

the prophet Isaiah roughly 700 years before the birth of  

Jesus Christ. Born as a child, yet also Mighty God. Born to 

us. Not randomly, or casually, but according to God’s won-

derful plan which existed before the creation of  the world. 
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Mighty God, born to us as a child. 

For to us a child is born. He is the Alpha and the Omega, 

who is and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty. 

During this season as we celebrate the birth of  Christ, let’s 

also celebrate him as Alpha and Omega. He is the one con-

stant in the world and in our lives. Don’t leave him in the 

manger; also celebrate his eternal nature and his active 

involvement in every aspect of  our lives, powerfully and 

gently leading us until we are glorified and in the presence 

of  Mighty God. In the midst of  our trials, tribulations, and 

suffering we have hope because God is at work in the world 

and in us, refining us and perfecting our faith. Nothing can 

stand in his way, for all authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to him.

As we celebrate his birth, let us rejoice in the knowledge 

that this child in the manger is the one through whom all 

things were made, and that “without him was not any thing 

made that was made” (John 1:3). You were made through 

him and for his purposes. Live them out. Walk in a manner 

worthy of  the calling to which you have been called. 

This child is the radiance of  the glory of  God and the exact 

imprint of  his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 

word of  his power. “Silent night, holy night! Son of  God, 

love’s pure light. Radiant beams from thy holy face, with 

the dawn of  redeeming grace, Jesus Lord, at thy birth.” 

Week 2: Midweek Evening
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Mighty God

“For unto you is born this day in the city of  David a Savior, 

who is Christ the LORD. And this will be a sign for you: you 

will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 

a manger” (Luke 2:11–12). 

We celebrate because Mighty God came in the flesh to live 

as one of  us, not like one of  us. He lived a perfect, sin-free 

life and we are now reconciled to him and adopted into 

God’s family. 

“Oh come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant. . .Come 

and behold him, born the King of  angels. . .O come let us 

adore him. Christ the LORD.”

Liturgy 

Praise to our undefeatable God.  

The holiest and highest,  

deserving greater praise than we could ever give. 

Ultimate might deserves ultimate authority. 

Creator, Redeemer, Healer, King. 

The world is yours because you made it. Even the wind and 

the waters know the name of  he who commands them. The 
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Lordship of  Christ is on display everywhere we look. And 

yet, we still manage to doubt your breadth and sovereignty. 

Father, forgive us. We forget all too easily that the True 

Vine is our strong tower, and we run to weaker gods to 

shelter us from the storms of  life.  

You used your strength to become weak,  

the mighty made lowly. 

So mighty that a throne was exchanged for a manger,  

and again for a cross.  

So mighty that the Alpha and Omega stepped into our 

world, looked death in the eye, and crushed it completely. 

It is because of  this unmatchable might  

that we can look forward with hope,  

knowing that one day all things on earth  

will be as they are in heaven. 

Remind us daily that any hint of  strength we see here on 

earth is but a whisper of  what we’ll see someday in heaven. 

Until then, embolden your Church, Oh God,  

to live like this is true.

Amen.

Week 2: Midweek Evening
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WEEK 3 — Lord’s Day Evening

Pregnant Hope
Devotional by Pastor Rusten Harris, Liturgy by Brynn James

39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the 

hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered the house 

of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth 

heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed 

with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 

is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me 

that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, 

when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in 

my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that 

there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the 

Lord.”

Mary’s Song of Praise: The Magnificat
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46 And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

For behold, from now on all generations will call 

me blessed;
49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.
50 And his mercy is for those who fear him

from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of  

their hearts;
52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones

and exalted those of humble estate;
53 he has filled the hungry with good things,

and the rich he has sent away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,

in remembrance of his mercy,
55 as he spoke to our fathers,

to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

56 And Mary remained with her about three months and  

returned to her home. — Luke 1:39–56 (ESV)

“The hopes and fears of  all the years are met in thee to-

night”—that line from O Little Town of Bethlehem with poet-

Week 3: Lord’s Day Evening
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Pregnant Hope

ic simplicity explains that the pregnancy of  Mary and the 

birth of  Christ was the most momentous and anticipated 

event of  all history. 

This is because ever since humanity was first plunged into 

sin and rebellion, there has been reason to despair in the 

world. The nasty cancer of  sin poisons everything. It is the 

reason behind every anxiety, every broken home, every 

tragedy, every war, every injustice, and every corrupt poli-

tician. Worst of  all, it is the reason for our alienation from 

God and our deserving of  judgment from God. And as we 

look for something to hope in, we can only admit—we can 

not give ourselves reason to hope.

But God demonstrated his love to sinful humanity by an-

swering our despair with a promise to save and redeem. With 

those promises, he gave the broken world reason to hope. 

This is who God is. He is the God of  Hope. In a world full of  

rebellion and brokenness, he gives us reason to look forward 

to the fulfillment of  his gracious plan. This hope is a confi-

dence that he will accomplish what he has promised because 

his word is the guarantee of  what is to come. One thing is for 

certain: What God says… happens. Mary, the pregnant virgin, 

is the proof  that God meant to fulfill his promise. 

I can think of  no better example or analogy for Christian 

hope than what we see in this passage: two pregnant ladies 

rejoicing for the children in their wombs. Elizabeth was 

barren. Mary was a virgin. Neither had any natural reason 
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to expect children within their wombs. But God spoke, and 

Elizabeth was barren no longer. God spoke and the impos-

sible became possible; Mary’s virgin womb became preg-

nant with Jesus. And just like the situation of  Elizabeth 

and Mary’s wombs seemed hopeless with regard to child-

birth, God speaks into our seemingly hopeless situation 

and answers every sin-tainted area with hope. 

How far does this hope go? Listen to Mary’s song! This hope 

touches everything; it is not merely that her soul would be 

saved, but that God would make right a world scarred by 

sin. She rejoices in the Lord her Savior who shows mercy, 

and this mercy includes the promise that God will us his 

strong arm to scatter the proud, to break the corrupt polit-

ical powers, and to provide good food for the hungry. Mary 

teaches us with this song that we must not limit our hope 

in God in any way—we must hope in him for all things—

that he would bring his blessing “far as the curse is found.” 

For he has given us reason to hope.

Liturgy 

Oh Holy Redeemer,  

we marvel at the far-reaching grace of  our Savior.  

Week 3: Lord’s Day Evening
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Pregnant Hope

Our world was formed out of  nothing at all;  

Of  course its architect can redeem unthinkable 

circumstances.

One bite of  fruit that was never meant for us brought 

crashing down a weight that was also never meant for 

us. Worry. Heartbreak. Covenants shattered—searing 

loss. And we confess, Father, that occasionally these ring 

louder to our ears than the wonder of  Christmas.

Alas, this broken world is not our home.  

Though we may be sojourning through here,  

our identities are in Christ as citizens of  a holy Kingdom.

Though we deserved to be left to rot in our own filth,  

you spoke.  

Your grace, a light into the deep cavern of  our depravity. 

Your mercy, a balm to every pain of  this fallen world. 

Your hope, a way out of  the darkness and into the light. 

Your freedom, promises fulfilled. 

Even when life looks grim and the statistics are stacked 

against us, no story is too far gone for the Father’s love to 

restore. For surely, if  a way can be made for a virgin birth, 

our tattered lives aren’t too much to be mended. 

Grant us, Oh Lord, a hope that cannot be shaken.

Open our eyes to see the work you’re doing around us  
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to make all things new,  

And bring before us constant reminders  

of  all that already has been done, 

From this time forth and forevermore.

Amen.

Week 3: Lord’s Day Evening
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WEEK 3 — Midweek Evening

Everlasting Father
Devotional by Pastor Ryan James, Liturgy by Brynn James

6 For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. — Isaiah 9:6 (ESV)

Everlasting Father. What an odd phrase to describe a tiny 

baby! We are accustomed to thinking of  Jesus as the Son 

of  God, born in Bethlehem to the Virgin Mary. And while 

it’s absolutely true that Jesus is the Son of  God, Isaiah tells 

us that somehow he is also our Everlasting Father. What is 

Isaiah talking about and what does it mean that Christ is 
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our father?

Fathers are powerful. Many fathers recognize that their 

sacred responsibility to lead, protect, and provide for their 

families is an honor bestowed upon them by God himself. 

Sadly, others shirk their duty and their families suffer. 

However, either way, the one thing a father can never be 

is inconsequential. Though he came in humility as a baby, 

Christ is the all-powerful King who rules and reigns over 

the entire universe, upholding it by the word of  his power.

Fathers protect. God didn’t make fathers powerful for 

their own sake. He made them powerful because their fam-

ilies need to be protected. Whether from physical bad guys 

or the schemes of  the devil, fathers are called to lay down 

their own lives to protect their families. However, while 

our fathers have and will fail us, we have hope that our Ev-

erlasting Father will never fail us. The Christ child came to 

save a people for himself, protecting us from sin and its ef-

fects, restoring us into fellowship with God and each other.

Fathers provide. There are numerous and ever-expand-

ing needs in every family. And though no family can or 

should have everything they want, it’s dad’s job to make 

sure mom has the means to buy groceries, clothes, and 

other needs. Providing is a uniquely fatherly responsibil-

ity, a reality that elicits no small amount of  consternation 

from a world that wants to flatten the distinctions between 

the sexes. Christ provides better than any earthly father 

Week 3: Midweek Evening
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Everlasting Father

ever could, giving us grace upon grace and salvation from 

even death itself. As the old carol reminds us, “He comes to 

make his blessings flow, far as the curse is found.”

Fathers cultivate life. Like our first father, Adam, fa-

thers are given the duty to care for creation and all its 

inhabitants. Cultivating his family in godliness was his 

responsibility—a job that Adam neglected, ultimately 

leading to humanity and all of  creation being subjected 

to the weight of  sin’s curse. However, where Adam’s sin 

brought death, Christ’s righteousness brought life. And 

because he is our Everlasting Father, the life that he brings 

is everlasting life. 

As we enjoy these last weeks before Christmas, let’s remem-

ber and give thanks for the child who was born, the son who 

was given—our Everlasting Father—Christ the LORD.

Liturgy 

Everlasting Father, cornerstone of  our faith and family. 

When some of  us think of  our Savior as “Father,” it makes 

us want to run eagerly into a welcome-home embrace.
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When others hear “Father,”  

it makes us wince, like salt on a wound. 

And yet for many, “Father”  

is a concept nearly entirely unknown.  

Our culture has twisted and villainized the idea of  

patriarchy, and done its best to convince us that fathers 

are useless. Shield us from these lies, and forgive us for 

every time we’ve believed them. 

Forgive us  

for every skewed perspective  

of  what a patriarch ought to look like 

and teach us 

to rebuild our ideas about fathers around you.

Remind us daily, Oh God, of  your fatherly love for us.  

You saw your children in need, 

Enveloped us in your arms like only a father can,  

Bringing our head to your chest,  

Close enough to learn the heartbeat of  our Father. 

In our darkness we, your children,  

were rescued from ourselves and drawn into the light.  

Oh that these truths might fuel our lungs as we sing carols 

in the name of  the Lamb of  God!

Let every child remember that no matter how badly their 

earthly father has wronged them, our Heavenly Father 

never will. May every parent look to the cross for the 

Week 3: Midweek Evening
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perfect father to model our parenting after:  

Provision. Protection. Pursuit. 

And, today, we pray for and give thanks  

for our earthly fathers.  

For the fathers not yet in Christ,  

draw them closer every day. 

For the fathers abiding in the light,  

provide them wisdom, joy, and peace. 

For the fathers who have gone before us to glory,  

heal our grief  and bless the anticipation of  our joyous 

reunion in paradise. 

Amen.

Everlasting Father
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WEEK 4 — Lord’s Day Evening

Christmas Past and Future 
Devotional by Pastor Jon Needham, Liturgy by Brynn James

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore 

a son. 58 And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord 

had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 

And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And 

they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60 but 

his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61 And they 

said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” 62 

And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted 

him to be called. 63 And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, 

“His name is John.” And they all wondered. 64 And immediate-

ly his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, 

blessing God. 65 And fear came on all their neighbors. And all 

these things were talked about through all the hill country of 

Judea, 66 and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, 
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saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord 

was with him.

Zechariah’s Prophecy

67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

prophesied, saying,

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us

in the house of his servant David,
70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71 that we should be saved from our enemies

and from the hand of all who hate us;
72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers

and to remember his holy covenant,
73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
74 that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the 

forgiveness of their sins,
78 because of the tender mercy of our God,

whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the 

shadow of death, 

Week 4: Lord’s Day Evening
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Christmas Past and Future

to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was 

in the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel. 

— Luke 1:57–80 (ESV)

After months of  silence (a true gift to Elizabeth), Zechari-

ah’s speech was restored. His doubt was transformed into a 

joyful declaration of  true obedience. Elizabeth, who had just 

become a mother for the first time, was being bombarded by 

her well-intended family members who thought they knew 

better than she did. This was Zechariah’s moment to be a 

man, to love his wife and to protect her from this unneces-

sary family drama.

As family members were busy second-guessing Elizabeth’s 

choice of  name for hew newborn son, Zechariah, unable to 

speak, wrote out the name of  the child… J-O-H-N. It’s as if  

Zechariah had learned his lesson. No longer would he use 

his words to second-guess God’s plans or power. Instead, he 

would use his words to obey. His son’s name would be John 

because that is what God wanted (Luke 1:13). 

And then it happened. After months of  silence and con-

templation, Zechariah burst out into a poem/song of  joy 

and celebration. What did John’s birth mean? Yes, God had 

heard and answered Zechariah’s prayers. But so much more 

was going on and Zechariah knew it. God was making good 
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on his promise to Abraham (Luke 1:72–73)! What God’s peo-

ple had spent centuries waiting for was finally happening! 

Jesus was coming, and John would rally the troops (John 

1:22–23)!

You see, Christmas isn’t a story in the New Testament. It’s 

not even a story in the Bible as much as it is THE story of  the 

Bible. When Adam and Eve fell in the garden, God promised 

a Messiah who would one day come and rescue the world 

from sin and death. God made a covenant with Abraham 

that through his family, the Jewish people, a Savior would 

come, bringing salvation and blessing to the whole world 

(Genesis 12:1-3). This is why the angel proclaimed that the 

birth of  Jesus was “good news of  great joy. . .for all the peo-

ple” (Luke 2:10).

As Christmas Day quickly approaches us, may we look back 

at God’s story in awe and wonder. All of  history was lead-

ing up to that first Christmas morning in which God kept 

his promise to Abraham. And now, we look to the future 

with incredible hope and confidence because the manger 

is in our rearview mirror and the glory of  God is before us 

(Titus 2:11–13). The past, the present, and the future…it’s 

all about Jesus.

Week 4: Lord’s Day Evening
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Liturgy 

We turn our eyes upon you, Oh gracious Lord.  

How far-reaching the love, 

How abundant the mercy,  

How sweet the freedom, 

Of  our Good Shepherd. 

How easy it should be to follow the Light of  the World!

The miraculous arrival happened in such a curious way. 

A tiny baby, so simple and yet profound. Weak and lowly, 

yet ferocious and mighty. Lionlike and lamblike. A warm, 

squirmy, lump of  love dusted in a thin, downy fuzz, who 

terrified tyrants and threatened to unseat kings. 

Immanuel, God with us: the God of  Adam, Noah, 

Abraham, Moses, and David! 

Good news of  great joy for all people indeed! 

Reawaken our hearts, Oh God, to the wonder of  this story, 

and let us never tire of  hearing it.

Yet, have we forgotten? Left to our own devices, we crave 

the imprisonment of  our transgressions. Like Zechariah, 

we doubt that righteousness is best for us. Though set 

free, we crawl back to our shackles as if  we’ve forgotten. 

Take this affliction from us! 

Forgive us for every time we’ve seen godly discipline as 

restrictive and not restorative. 

Christmas Past and Future
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Forgive us for every time we crave poison  

instead of  forgiveness. 

Forgive us for every time we’ve disobeyed your 

commands, laws, and leading. 

Restore our hearts, that we may walk as our Messiah 

walked: with eager and joyful obedience. 

Ignite within us a newfound passion and motivation to 

conform to the will of  our Creator.  

May every husband use his voice to echo Scripture,  

to lead his family toward holiness, 

And let every wife lean into his wisdom, 

Pressing onward towards stalwart obedience as one.

Preserve the saints as you promise to do,  

so that our reverence may be unfaltering  

until we reach the promised land.

Amen.

Week 4: Lord’s Day Evening
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WEEK 4 — Midweek Evening

Prince of Peace 
Devotional by Pastor Derrek Busha, Liturgy by Brynn James

6 For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. — Isaiah 9:6 (ESV)

The last title given to the Messiah-child of  Isaiah 9:6 is 

Prince of  Peace. This name, packed with all kinds of  con-

notations of  what a prince is and what peace is, gives great 

clues to what this child is all about. Somehow this child 

will settle the score between God and a world that is full of  

trouble, sin, and angst against God and his people. 
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There are clues in the surrounding verses as to what the 

child is up against: a land of  deep darkness (9:2) and the 

ruling governments of  the day that are burdensome and 

oppressive (9:4). The Messiah comes into a world that is 

full of  angst and despair. The Prince of  Peace has arrived 

and established his rule overturning the oppressive nature 

of  governments and the dark hearts of  men. Jesus is the 

Prince spoken of. 

Luke 2:14 records what angels proclaimed at Jesus’ birth:

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 

with whom he is pleased!”

God interrupts the world and establishes a Prince through 

whom the angels testify that peace has arrived! At the 

right time, Jesus arrives when the world needs him the 

most. He comes to invite people into his Kingdom, not by 

force, but with the everlasting appeal of  salvation. Salva-

tion from themselves—their darkened hearts, their sin. 

He invites them to be citizens of  a greater Kingdom that 

provides an everlasting citizenship, one where anger and 

strife and frustration are supplanted by peace and joy. 

Isaiah 9:7 will go on to say,

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no 

end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish 

it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 

Week 4: Midweek Evening
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Prince of Peace

this time forth and forevermore.

The world is still a frustrating place to live. It is bent against 

its own good. It wants to thwart Jesus’ rule and righteous-

ness, and impose its own way of  peace through wars and 

cultural drifts of  the hearts of  men. 

But we can have hope, knowing that even in the midst of  

our own troubled world, we can believe and trust that Je-

sus’ Kingdom is everlasting. The joy that we have in the 

Christmas season is wrapped up in this: the Prince of  

Peace has come, his throne is established, and he is ruling 

right now. We can light our trees and homes, give gifts to 

one another because of  the great gift that has been given 

to us—citizenship in the greater Kingdom, and peace with 

God through Christ!

Liturgy 

We cry out this Christmas to our Prince of  Peace!  

For our world is in need of  a holy order in ways we’ve 

never seen. 

What a mess we have made of  the gifts given to us.  
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A holy created order: oft-neglected. 

Righteous foundations for government, health, family, 

and marriage: all perverted. 

And though a way has been made for us to have true 

peace, we reject it for the counterfeit version. 

We are being marketed manufactured serenity 

everywhere we look. The world wants us to believe that 

peace is made by chasing after modern ideals, keeping 

up with the Joneses, and validating all “personal truths.” 

Release us from the bondage of  these lies! And usher us 

into the true peace that only the Redeemer can offer.

Oh how we marvel at the cross.  

All that it cost. 

All that was purchased. 

A peace so perfect that he who has it needs nothing else, 

And he who lacks it has nothing else.

Remind us, Oh Lord, that we don’t have to wait for peace. 

When we dwell in Christ, we dwell in rest.  

There is no despair, no bitterness, no pain or loss,  

that true peace cannot heal and reclaim.

May this blood-bought peace wash over us like a 

refreshing dip in a cool river, reaching every corner of  

our heart. Let our lives be shaped by a true contentment. 

So much so, that the aroma of  our homes is flavored with 

rest so palpably that our neighbors can feel the difference 

Week 4: Midweek Evening
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when they visit. Oh that this theology would form how we 

celebrate the birth of  the King! 

Teach us to long for nothing but the peace of  our Author and 

Perfecter of  faith as we journey through this broken world.

Amen.

Prince of Peace
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A Prayer for Christmas Morning 
By Pastor Brandon Johnston

Heavenly Father, you make for us a merry Christmas, as 

you have given us your Son, the Christ, to make us merry. 

He is the Son of  the Living God who sustained all life even 

while his own life was being nurtured. 

The Creator of  all things who directs the stars and the 

moon humbled himself  to take his first breath. 

The Infinite and Mighty God became infant and frail. 

The Word became flesh, yet the only sound his mouth 

could produce was a newborn’s cry. 

The King of  Kings took rest in a feeding trough, 

descending in humilty to take on flesh, becoming like us. 

The Light of  the World created each star and put each one 

in its place to shine brightly upon his birth. 

Oh Lord Jesus Christ, you became a little child for us so 
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that you might make us children of  the God Most High.  

As we remember your birth, we also remember you were 

born so that we might be born again through you by faith.

As we praise you today, may we join in song with the 

Heavenly Hosts that continue to praise your glory 

throughout the heavens. 

May we be as wise as the shepherds  

to kneel before you in worship each day.  

May we be like Mary to wonder and meditate  

on your incarnation.  

May we join the angels in proclaiming,  

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth  

peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  

May we be like the wise men who brought you gifts,  

and offer you our all each day.  

May we go on our way rejoicing, glorifying,  

and praising you for the love you have shown us. 

We thank you for all the joy you have brought us  

in Jesus Christ. In his name, we pray. 

Amen.

A Prayer for Christmas Morning
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Christmas at Coram Deo Church 

This Christmas, take some time out of  your busy schedule 

to slow down and consider the message and meaning of  

Christmas. At Coram Deo Church, we will be offering 

multiple services to help us remember and savor the 

world-changing joy that only Christmas can bring us.  

We would love to have you join us.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES

Saturday, December 24 at 2, 3, 4, & 5 pm. 

Your RSVP is requested at  

coramdeochurch.org/christmas.

SUNDAY SERVICES

Weekly at 8, 9:30, & 11 am 

Christmas Day at 9:30 & 11 am (No childcare)

Kids’ classes are available at our 9:30 & 11 am services:

•  Nursery class (6 - 24 months)

•  Toddlers class (25 - 47 months)

Directions available at  
coramdeochurch.org/directions

NE McWilliams Rd

Safeway

West Marine

Coram Deo 
Church

303

5951 St Hwy 303 NE  

Bremerton, WA 98311 

360-377-0526 | coramdeochurch.org
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