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Foreward

It’s Christmas, and everything is changing because every-
thing has changed. Decorations are coming out of  hiberna-
tion and being placed all around our homes. Special meals 
and treats are being prepared and enjoyed, probably more 
than our doctors would approve. Houses are being deco-
rated with lights, and Christmas trees are shining through 
our wet windows. Our homes, cars, shopping centers, and 
earbuds are becoming heralds of  Jesus’ birth as we hear the 
carols of  Christmas. Christmas is truly inescapable. Even 
Starbucks is telling the story of  Jesus’ birth!

This Christmas at Coram Deo Church, we will be examining 
some of the most beloved Christmas carols, tracing their 
lyrics back to their biblical foundations. Our hope is that as 
we consider the biblical origins of  these carols, our hearts 
and minds would be stirred to worship with a renewed awe 
and understanding of  what God has done. 

In this guide, you will find eight short devotionals. Four of  
them follow the Sunday sermon series, connecting Christ-
mas carols with biblical texts, and four of  them are midweek 
devotionals, intended to help us understand who Jesus is 
and why Christmas is so important. There are prayers and 
liturgies along the way to guide us in reflection and worship. 
All of  these are written by members and elders of  Coram 
Deo Church. It is our hope and desire that as we reflect upon 
the birth of  our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we would be 
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filled with the great hope that only Christ can provide. 

Finally, I would like to invite you to one of  our Christmas 
Eve candlelight services. In many ways, this is the climax of  
the Christmas season and celebration. We gather in dark-
ness to remember the story of  God’s light entering this 
world. Our time consists of  singing traditional Christmas 
carols, a short homily, and the lighting of  candles. I would 
love for you to join us for this simple, joy-filled celebration. 

Remember, it’s Christmas, and everything is changing be-
cause everything has changed.

Merry Christmas!

Jon Needham 
Lead Pastor 
Coram Deo Church
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A Prayer for Thanksgiving Day 
By Pastor Aaron Kuhns

Heavenly Father,

You are the Author of  beauty and delight. 
You gave us eyes and ears capable of  understanding 
melodies and visual masterpieces. 
You intertwined tastes, smells, and textures into gifts  
that tell stories of  your loving creativity. 
We have joy because you spoke it into existence.

Today, the world is looking for ways to be thankful.  
But there is an overwhelming wave of  news stories, 
family conflict, heavy expectations, and our own fears 
and failures.

Where can we find thankfulness that  
outshines the darkness, that lasts beyond today?
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Only in our great Savior.  
In gratitude, we look back at the cross where we were 
given freedom from sin, righteousness that we did not 
earn, and the promise of  eternal life. 
But even more, he gave us himself. 
We are united to him by grace. 
His love unchanging. 
His commitment eternal.

To the Father of  joy, we sing praise. 
To the Son who loves us, we hold fast. 
To the Spirit that unites us, we give thanks.

Amen

Thanksgiving Day
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WEEK 1 — Lord’s Day Evening

What Child Is This?
Devotional by Pastor Jon Needham, Liturgy by Brynn James

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.  
3 All things were made through him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men.” — John 1:1–4 (ESV)

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. — John 1:14 (ESV)

Imagine for a moment that you had never heard of  or ex-
perienced Christmas. 



10 11

No trees. 

No gifts. 

No songs. 

No candlelight services. 

Nothing. 

Now try to imagine what it would be like to experience 
your first Christmas season, with all of  its traditions and 
treasures. Imagine seeing families bringing trees into their 
homes and decorating them with lights and ornaments. 
Imagine going out to get groceries at night and seeing 
houses decorated with lights. Imagine your first encoun-
ter with holiday traffic and stores full of  eager shoppers. 
Imagine what it would be like to experience your first  
gift-exchange.

At some point, you would wonder, “What’s the reason for 
all of  this?” If  you happened to ask a Christian, they would 
tell you that Christmas is all about the birth of  Jesus. Your 
next question would probably be something along the 
line of, “Who is Jesus?” After all, what child’s birth could 
possibly justify such extravagant festivity? Nobody’s 
birth is celebrated like this. Now consider the unique cir-
cumstances and events surrounding the birth of  Jesus in  
the Bible.

Week 1: Lord’s Day Evening
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Prophets promise him.

Angels announce him.

Shepherds visit him.

Magi travel to adore him.

Kings want to kill him.

In 1865, William Chatterton Dix wrote, “What Child Is 
This.” The Christmas carol acknowledges the unique cir-
cumstances and events surrounding the birth of  Jesus and 
proclaims the wonderous identity of  the Christmas child. 

“What Child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping?

Why lies He in such mean estate, 
Where ox and ass are feeding?

This, this is Christ, the King! 
The silent Word is pleading. 
The King of kings salvation brings;

What child is this? What is all of  this about? Whom is 
all of  this festivity for? This is Christ the King! This is  

What Child Is This?
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David’s promised son, the true King (2 Samuel 7:12-13). 
This is God the Word, made flesh, to speak a better word 
than the blood of  Abel (Hebrews 12:24). This is the Savior 
of  the world who has come to deliver us from sin and death 
(Matthew 1:21). 

This is Jesus! 

This is Christmas! 

So as we enter this season of  Advent, let us consider and 
heed the exhortation of  the carol “Let loving hearts en-
throne Him.” In every sacred moment of  this special sea-
son, may we seek to enthrone Jesus in our hearts, for He is 
Christ the King!

Liturgy 

Like a downpour after a thirsty drought, Advent 
festivities are here. Most High God, your radiant 
excellence is declared everywhere we look. The cheerful, 
twinkling, glowiness of  December; a song to you. 

Reverently, we celebrate your coming:  
The Lord, made flesh.  

Week 1: Lord’s Day Evening
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What Child Is This?

A promise fulfilled, here to conquer death itself.  
What child is this, indeed.

You became lowly to set us free. But we confess, we don’t 
always live as free men. This year, we’ve bowed down to 
other kings. We’ve abdicated our identity as your people. 
We’ve chosen convenience over conscience.  
Forgive us, oh Lord.

We plead: Instill in us an unshakable boldness  
to proclaim your Lordship; 
Both in word and deed, 
Both in Advent and in the ordinary. 

Let us celebrate so merrily, so generously,  
so warmly, so joyfully,  
that our neighbors take notice, ask questions,  
and want a slice of  it.  
Permeate our dwellings with your sweet aroma;  
let it be so fragrant that our children grow  
to know it as the smell of  home. 

In a world where kings still rage against you and darkness 
threatens to dampen our delight, sustain our courage. 
When the world scoffs, may the Church fall on her knees. 

Oh Lord, full of  grace and truth, through whom all things 
were made, we commit this Advent season to you. By 
grace, let us valiantly honor you as the King you are. Oh, 
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that we may see this Christmas with fresh eyes, as if  it 
were our first. 

May our humble awe reflect how lavishly you’ve loved us. 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the Son of  Mary! 

Amen.

Week 1: Lord’s Day Evening
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WEEK 1 — Midweek Evening

Christ, Our Second Adam
Devotional by Pastor Rusten Harris, Liturgy by Brynn James

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, 
and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because 
all sinned—13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law was 
given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning 
was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the 
one who was to come.

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died 
through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God 
and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ 
abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of 
that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass 
brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 
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trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of one man’s 
trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will 
those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, 
so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for 
all men. 19 For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were 
made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be 
made righteous. — Romans 5:12–19 (ESV)

I have a problem called Scotch broom. 

Every year, hideous gray-green shrubs swarm the perime-
ter of  my property spewing their seeds — and don’t try to 
convince me the flowers are pretty — I won’t have it. 

It is a problem that’s exacerbated by the fact that these 
plants never go away unless you dig them out by their 
clutching roots.

That’s how problems work, they persist unless you identify 
and address their root. 

We read in Romans that sin, our deadliest problem, results 
in our alienation from God and our condemnation. We’re 
also told this problem has roots that go all the way back to 
Adam in the Garden of  Eden. 

Week 1: Midweek Evening
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Christ, Our Second Adam

Is that difficult to wrap your head around? 

“How could this guy from ages ago have an impact on me?”

Consider an analogy. When a king goes to war, the nation 
he represents also goes to war. Similarly, when Adam re-
belled against God, he also plunged us (his nation) into a 
war against God. Or, consider a baseball player of  your 
team striking out in the bottom of  the 9th inning. When he 
struck out, you struck out. When Adam fell, we fell.

What these analogies fail to convey is how Adam’s sin 
plunged each of  us into the darkness, distortion, malice, 
and rebellion of  our sinful nature. We didn’t just lose in 
Adam, we became losers. This has tangible and distressing 
consequences. This isn’t merely a theological concept, it 
bears tragic fruit in our lives through our self-destructive 
enmity with God.

Being “in Adam” also means we are culpable perpetrators, 
not merely victims. Rather than being an excuse to down-
play our own participation in sin, the fact that our sin is 
rooted in Adam ought to impress upon us our utter desper-
ate need for salvation that comes from outside ourselves. 
In Adam all die; no one in Adam is able to save himself  or 
others any more than a dead man is able to give himself  or 
others CPR.

How can this problem be uprooted? 
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This is the miracle of  Christmas! Into this cul-de-sac of  
perpetual dead ends came the glorious and gracious free 
gift of  Jesus, born of  the Virgin Mary. Jesus is Immanuel, 
God with us. He is the incarnate God-man that came from 
outside ourselves and outside of  Adam to save rebels con-
demned “in Adam”. 

Where the rebellion of  Adam brought death and condem-
nation, the obedience and sacrifice of  Christ, our second 
Adam, brings life and freedom from sin. The good news of  
Christmas is that by faith in him you can be severed from 
the root of  Adam and brought into Christ.

Liturgy 

You looked upon us, Author of  love and light, 
as we were holding fast to the twisted roots of our depravity,  
and still, you saw us as your own.

We, the noxious descendants of  sin itself,  
washed clean by your mercy. 
Who would do this, but our blessed Savior? 
Could anyone else have such grace to bestow?

These dry bones were brought to life by your love. 
You made yourself  small to sever us from sin.   

Week 1: Midweek Evening



19

How small we must be.

The world preaches that we are liberated by our darkness, 
but we know that only you can set us free.  
In a culture that worships autonomy,  
we profess that we are not our own; 
Because of  the Bethlehem rescue.

We pray:  
When the glory of  Christmas roars like a lion,  
let us hear it.  
When we’re served a feast in lieu of the crumbs we so deserve,  
let us savor it. 
When your vast love trumps our broken deviance,  
let us know it deeply. 

The story of  your abounding mercy  
does not end at the manger.  
Christmas: The beginning of  darkness’ end.

Amen.

 

Christ, Our Second Adam
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WEEK 2 — Lord’s Day Evening

O Come, O Come Immanuel
Devotional by Pastor Jon Needham, Liturgy by Brynn James

14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. — Isaiah 7:14 (ESV) 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this 
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took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, 
God with us). — Matthew 1:18–23 (ESV)

Christmas is a big deal in the Needham home. Through-
out the year we count down the months until our beloved 
Christmas traditions begin. In September, we prepare the 
yard for the decorations. In October, we design and pre-
pare our outdoor light display. On November 1, lights start 
going up outside. The day after Thanksgiving we turn on 
our outdoor display for the first time and enjoy our first 
Christmas movies of  the season, hoping that we don’t blow 
any fuses! These are just some of  the traditions that help 
us build anticipation for Christmas Day.

But waiting for Christmas isn’t a new thing. The Bible is 
full of  waiting. 

This longing and waiting are captured in “O Come, O Come 
Immanuel.” 

O come, O come, Immanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel.

Week 2: Lord’s Day Evening
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O Come, O Come Immanuel

God promised Eve that one day her offspring would fix all 
that was broken and destroyed by sin (Genesis 3:15). 

But Eve had to wait.

God promised Abraham a great family, through which all 
of  the nations would be blessed (Genesis 12:1-3). 

But Abraham had to wait.

King David was promised a son who would rule on his 
throne forever (2 Samuel 7:12-17). 

But King David had to wait.

Israel was promised that one day, light would shine in the 
darkness (Isaiah 9:2-7).

But Israel had to wait.

Throughout Biblical history, God’s people have desperate-
ly longed for Immanuel (God with us), often asking, “How 
long?” (Psalm 6:3)

Christmas is God’s answer to their waiting. 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall call his name Immanuel”(which means, God with us).  
— Matthew 1:23 (ESV)
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Christmas marks the end of  their waiting and the begin-
ning of  our waiting. We are no longer waiting for God’s 
Son to come to shed his blood for our sins that we might 
be forgiven. Jesus accomplished all of  that and more at his 
first Advent. But we are waiting for the renewal and resto-
ration of  all things.

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  
— Habakkuk 2:14 (ESV)

Rejoice this Christmas, for Immanuel has come to be with 
us. He came bringing us salvation. His Kingdom has been 
inaugurated. May each moment remind you of  that glori-
ous truth. And may our waiting in this season awaken and 
renew our desire and appetite for the return of  our King, 
and the restoration of  all things. May each tradition and 
celebration be the hors d’oeuvres of  the new creation. May 
we wait well.

Liturgy 

Holy, holy are you, our Immanuel!  
The answer to our waiting.  

Week 2: Lord’s Day Evening
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O Come, O Come Immanuel

This Christmas, we remember the first appearance  
of  our Redeemer in an epic saga of  rescue.  
When your life became woven with ours. 

We confess that we are infected with our culture’s craving  
for instant gratification.  
Waiting is not our nature.  
Our flesh says: Now.  
But you say: Pause. Abide. Dwell. 
How foolish that we prefer our own selfish timing  
to your sovereign plans.  
How benevolent that your deliverance  
does not rely upon our patience!

Help us to remember that your promises  
are always fulfilled.  
The manger. The cross. Your return.

As we pilgrims sojourn, let our waiting  
proclaim our need for you. 
Our weakness. 
Our not-enoughness. 
May we wait well.

The whole world is crying out for you,  
even those who might not know it.

Even those who don’t claim Christ  
need an answer to their longing. 
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Come, Lord Jesus, with your restoration and renewal. 

We wait with love because you are worthy. 
We wait with peace because you are sovereign. 
We wait with joy because you’ve set us free. 
We wait with hope because we’ve tasted and seen  
that you are good.

Amen.
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WEEK 2 — Midweek Evening

Christ, Our Peace
Devotional by Pastor Derrek Busha, Liturgy by Brynn James

11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in 
the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the 
circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 
12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to 
the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God 
in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were 
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For 
he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by 
abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, 
that he might create in himself one new man in place of the 
two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in 
one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.  
— Ephesians 2:11–16 (ESV)
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This world is anything but peaceful. If  I just mention some 
themes that we have faced this year, such as: Afghanistan, 
politics, government mandates, COVID-19, divorce, or sui-
cide rates, it doesn’t take long to think of  how these things 
have personally affected us. It has been a rough year, and 
there seems to be no end in sight. And as we enter into the 
Christmas season, we are reminded of  themes like “peace 
on earth” and “goodwill to men”. 

Have you thought of  how we could possibly conjure up 
the idea of  peace this Christmas season? It seems that it 
takes so much more work and effort to try and force peace 
into our lives that it actually adds more chaos to our al-
ready chaotic lives! Perhaps these are good reminders of  
our condition and how we desperately need an ultimate  
peacemaker.

We work hard to impart peace to one another. But, in and 
of  ourselves, we can’t. We have selfish, divisive desires that 
often override our good intentions and create more con-
flict with God and the world. Paul reminds us of  this in or-
der to help us settle down, rest, and cling to the one who 
has sealed our peace. 

At one time, all men were wayward and alienated strangers 
to the promises of  God. This did nothing for them except 
to produce the cyclical unhopefulness of  angst and self-
ishness, trying to grasp some idea of  peace that inevitably 

Week 2: Midweek Evening



29

Christ, Our Peace

caused the imposition of  “peace” upon each other. They 
could not achieve perfect peace, and this has been known 
since the beginning of  time, from Adam to our present day. 
We are a people without true peace and without true hope. 

But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of  Christ.

Jesus comes and imposes his peace upon us! How? By 
paying the price for our unpeaceful actions of  sin, taking 
what we deserved from God — separation from him — 
and bringing us near as ones who are reconciled and made 
right with him. 

This is our peace. And this serves as a reminder that while 
we may not have ultimate peace right now in this world, 
we get to practice living under the promise of  God, Je-
sus himself, who graciously imposed his peace upon our 
hearts and gives us the courage to share the peace of  God 
with all men.

The Christmas season is chaotic. It just is. But, we can be re-
minded (as seasons often do) of the goodness of God and his 
gracious gift in his Son that surpasses all the peace that we 
think we have and gives us the peace that we actually need!
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Liturgy 

Oh Prince of  Peace, we cry out to you, our great Reconciler. 
Praise be to you, who in your matchless wonder  
have drawn us to yourself, and thus to each other.

We confess, the brutality of  the year has  
left us feeling pummelled. 
The news articles we see inspire anything but peace.  
We are a people divided by worry.  
(Oh, knit us together again!)

And yet, you invite us all to the same table, to sup as one. 
You let the cup pass so that we might pass the peace. 
While the world offers us counterfeit justice, you,  
oh Ancient of Days, make possible the justice of the Gospel. 

Our flesh is troubled. Anxious. Weary.  
You comfort. Restore. Preserve. 

We come from a long line of  people  
to whom truth and peace do not come naturally. 
But because you have adopted us,  
we have a new inheritance and a new lineage.  
Now, peace is part of  who we are in you. 

As darkness closes in, we raise our hands in praise to you, 
our Redeemer and Healer.  
Every Christmas carol, our resistance song. 

Week 2: Midweek Evening
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You, our answer to sleepless fretting. 
You, our freedom from division and strife. 
You, our redemption and reconciliation,  
purchased on the cross. 
You, our deliverance from oppression into biblical justice.

In the coming days, surround us with your peace  
in the face of  persecution.  
Give us courage and a sword to defend your holy city. 
Put a trowel in our hands with which to do your good work.  
And let us do both under the banner of  your peace,  
your reconciliation, and your Lordship! 

Our complete and blood-bought unity is found in you. 
Any whiff of  kinship we experience here on earth is just a 
foreshadowing of  that which we’ll meet in eternal glory. 

Amen.

Christ, Our Peace
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WEEK 3 — Lord’s Day Evening

Angels We Have Heard On High
Devotional by Pastor Rusten Harris, Liturgy by Brynn James

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said 
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this 
will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swad-
dling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom he is pleased!”
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15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shep-
herds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” — Luke 2:8–15 (ESV)

When was the last time you read good news in a headline 
and didn’t feel the need to receive it with extreme suspi-
cion? 

In an age of  contested news outlets, misinformation, po-
litical meddling, and dubious fact-checkers, it can be dif-
ficult to know what news is trustworthy and so we look to 
gatekeepers for their stamp of  approval… But depending 
on the gatekeeper, that stamp of  approval might actually 
be more a reason to doubt than to trust. 

As we see in our passage today, God is not dependent upon 
informational gatekeepers for their stamp of  approval. 
God is able to make his message known to whomever he 
wants, whenever he wants.

And, to whom does he announce the most important news 
our world has ever heard? 

Shepherds. Gruff, blue-collar, night-shift shepherds.

Not the kingly courts so they can bless his message? Not 
to elite philosophers in Athens? Nope. God doesn’t need 

Week 3: Lord’s Day Evening
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Angels We Have Heard On High

their endorsement and laughs at those who think he needs 
their approval.

When he shares news, his glory is his own confirmation. 
So, his glory shone around the shepherds. What was this 
glory like? Apparently, it was so palpable that it caused 
them to be “filled with great fear”.

So also the gospel comes to sinners — through the power 
of  God making himself  known. 

What happens when sinners encounter the holiness 
of God? They tremble. They tremble because of  their sin 
and because his justice and his power are the greatest 
threats to them and their greatest dread. But God in his 
glorious grace does not leave the shepherds trembling, and 
his message is good news for sinners. 

What were the first words out of  the mouth of  the angel of  
the Lord? 

Not, “Beware!”… Not, “Watch out!”… Not, “Heads up!”…

It was, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of  great 
Joy!”

What news? 

“Unto you is born this day in the city of  David a Savior, who 
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is Christ the Lord.” 

The Savior has been born. God replaces their trembling 
fears with the joy of  good news. So also he does with us 
when he makes himself  known to us in the Gospel. 

Jesus is the only one who can calm the trembling sinner 
encountering the holiness and glory of  God, because he is 
the only one who can truly make peace between a holy God 
and us. 

 This baby born unto us is the God-man. The mediator. The 
peace for trembling sinners. The joy of  the nations. He is 
his own fact check. He is his own stamp of  approval. And 
he came to bring us joy.

Liturgy 

Glory to God in the highest,  
Our Savior, who is Christ the Lord! 
Alpha and Omega, your infinite power  
and matchless might astound us.  
The greatest story ever told starts and ends with you. 

Father, you need not the world’s approval,  

Week 3: Lord’s Day Evening
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Angels We Have Heard On High

for you are truth itself. 

We have wronged You; this week we have worshipped at 
the feet of  unworthy gods. We’ve sampled from plates not 
meant for us. We’ve overlooked your majesty and settled 
for the off-brand, the knock-off version of  your goodness. 

Our filth.  
Our anxiety.  
The news headlines that needle us and push our buttons.  
The dumpster fire of  our world:  
These conditions do not surprise or scare you.  
You knew that 2021 would bring out our worst,  
and you chose us anyway. 

The enemy did his best to thwart Christmas.  
And yet, you stepped into our world to deliver us hope.

Oh holy and radiant Redeemer,  
remind us to look to the cross when we grow weary  
(and we will).  
Show us how our pithy wishful thinking pales in 
comparison to the real hope your sacrifice makes 
possible. A hope and a peace that we don’t have to chase, 
because you, our true peace, are always with us. 

Authorities trying to dampen our worship:  
We know this story well.  
We need no man’s permission  
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to celebrate the Christ-child’s birth.  
For you, our true King, require it.  
We also know how this story ends:  
with joyful celebration. 

Sustain us, oh God our Maker.  
Quench our longing.  
Intoxicate us with your comfort.  
Hold your people in the palm of  your hand, 
until you come again.

Amen.

Week 3: Lord’s Day Evening
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WEEK 3 — Midweek Evening

Christ, Our Lord
Devotional by Pastor Brandon Johnston, Liturgy by Brynn James

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him 
and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything 
he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
blood of his cross. — Colossians 1:15–20 (ESV)

Jesus existed before the first atom was spoken into exis-
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tence. He is the Creator and Sustainer of  the first Adam 
and all of  creation. He is supreme and over all that exists 
because he created and sustains it. He has brought peace 
through his blood, showing himself  to be supreme over sin 
as the Reconciler of  all his people and all creation. In his 
death and resurrection, he is supreme as the first to con-
quer death by the power of  his resurrection, that he might 
lead his people through their death into the new creation. 
His supremacy and Lordship have no end. His reconcilia-
tion reaches all aspects of  life. 

This Christmas, while we see all the chaos and disorder in 
the world, know that Christ is Lord over it all and recon-
ciling it all. Nothing is off-limits. Racism. Illness. Violence. 
Abortion. Greed. Terrorism. Abuse. You name it. He is over 
all things and will reconcile all things. Because he is Lord 
over all, he has the power to reconcile all. As sin has en-
tered the depths of  all things, in his death and resurrec-
tion, His power to reconcile enters the depths of  all things.

In the birth and life of  Jesus, we have the Advent of  the 
Lord and Creator of  all, before us and amongst us. In his 
death and resurrection, we have the Advent of  the King-
dom and new creation, before us and amongst us. As we 
celebrate the Advent season, place your hope in Jesus as he 
is supreme and Lord over all. Hope in Jesus is not the type 
of  hope where we cross our fingers and long that things 
might go our way. Hope in Jesus is expectant and antici-

Week 3: Midweek Evening
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Christ, Our Lord

patory because Jesus is on the throne, Lord over all, and 
making all things new. As Isaac Watts famously wrote in 
the carol “Joy to the World:” 

“No more let sins and sorrows grow,  
nor thorns infest the ground.  
He comes to make his blessings flow,  
far as the curse is found,  
far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as the curse is found.” 

Jesus is making peace by the blood of  his cross and this 
peace reaches as far as the curse is found. Be hopeful and 
eager, Christian! Jesus is Lord and making all things new.

Liturgy 

Firstborn of  all creation. 
King of  both hills and valleys.  
We fall at your feet in adoration. 

But this week we have failed: Our flesh desires to rule as 
our own Lord, in our own kingdom, with our own laws. 
Give us the courage, O God, to turn and repent. Remind 
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us daily that you alone are crowned. 

You are King: Creator and Sustainer. 
You are King: far as the curse is found.  
You are King: heralded at Advent. 
You are King: Conqueror of  sin and death. 
You are King: restoring and making all things new.

From our health and safety, to our joy in the face of  per-
secution, you know what you’re doing and we can trust in 
your sovereignty. Author of  time, you know the outcome 
of  this year’s — and every other year’s — events. 

Instill in us a steadfast faith to fiercely follow you straight 
on to eternity, come what may. 

Amen.

Week 3: Midweek Evening
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WEEK 4 — Lord’s Day Evening

O Little Town Of Bethlehem 
Devotional by Pastor Jon Needham, Liturgy by Brynn James

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock  
 in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
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 to the ends of the earth. 
5 And he shall be their peace... — Micah 5:2-5a (ESV)

The birth of  Jesus is full of  surprises. Mary, his mother, was 
a virgin who conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit (Luke 
1:35). Joseph, his earthly father was a poor carpenter, not a 
man of nobility (Matthew 13:55). At his birth, he was placed 
in a manger and visited by shepherds, hardly the surround-
ings and welcome one would expect for a long-awaited King 
(Luke 2:7&16). And where did all of  this occur? In a small, 
relatively unknown town called Bethlehem.

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be 
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of 
old, from ancient days. — Micah 5:2 (ESV)

None of  this is a coincidence. It is not chance that Jesus was 
born to an insignificant family, in an insignificant town 
where he would be visited by unknown and insignificant 
shepherds. God could have done this any way He wanted. 
But this is how He wanted to do it. Bethlehem was exact-
ly the town where God wanted His son to be born. Why? 
Because Bethlehem captures and demonstrates the heart 
of  God.

Jesus left the glory of  heaven to come to Bethlehem. If  we 
want to know God, Bethlehem is where we must go. We 
won’t find him in a castle, but we will find him in the man-

Week 4: Lord’s Day Evening
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O Little Town Of Bethlehem

ger. We won’t find him among the rich, the noble, or the 
powerful, but we will find him among the poor and lowly. 
If  we want to find God, we must go down, not up.

In the Christmas carol, “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” we sing:

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray, 
cast out our sin, and enter in, 
be born in us today!

We cannot ascend to God. He is too big, too high, and we 
are too small, too low. But God can come to us. God has 
come to us. This is grace. He has descended! This is what 
Christmas is all about! 

As we eagerly walk through these final days leading to 
Christmas, may we remember Bethlehem. God chose to 
visit the insignificant. He chose a manger for his bed and 
shepherds for his first friends. This is where we meet God. 
This Christmas, may we gladly humble ourselves and em-
brace our own insignificance as we remember the words 
of  the carol:

where meek souls will receive him still 
the dear Christ enters in.

Merry Christmas!
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Liturgy 

Oh Holy King, you stepped off of  your throne  
to be laid in a manger.  
You took off your royal vestments  
to don a crown of  thorns. 

How shameful that we might know this  
and yet live as if  it isn’t true.  
How weak we are to buckle  
at the siren’s call of  other idols.  
We must repent of  our cowardice and disloyalty.  
Forgive us, Father. 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today! 

In a world that values self-promotion, side-hustles,  
status, and ladder climbing, remind us that you do some 
of  your best work with humble and ordinary. 
We’ll never be enough to save ourselves, but  
We’re enough because we’ve been saved by you. 

Overwhelm us with contentment.  
May we pray more than we fuss and grumble.  
May we be faithful in the place and time you’ve set us.

Week 4: Lord’s Day Evening
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May we lean into your created order. 
May we learn to love your commands  
which are for our good. 

Let us learn from your humility, that we might be willing to 
plunge into the shadowy places for the sake of  the Gospel. 

Put us to work, oh Lord,  
in your laboring to set the world to rights. 

Oh, that we might be used as tools to nurture and restore 
as we build your kingdom here. 

Amen.

O Little Town Of Bethlehem
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WEEK 4 — Midweek Evening

Christ, Our Healer 
Devotional by Pastor Ryan James, Liturgy by Brynn James

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, 
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor cry-
ing, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am 
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.” — Revelation 21:3–5 (ESV)

“I am making all things new.”

Our world desperately wants to be made new. With the 
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amount of  money that Americans spend every year on 
plastic surgery, health and wellness products, and self-
help resources, you could fully fund the national budget of  
a small country. Trying to fix ourselves has become a veri-
table industry and business is booming.

It’s not all misdirected longing, though. When the dread-
ed phone call comes reporting that the mass is malignant, 
we know that things aren’t how they are supposed to be. 
Scripture tells us that creation itself  is groaning under the 
weight of  sin’s curse and we feel the effects all around us.

The Bible clearly teaches that healing and restoration are 
good to desire. James instructs those who are sick to ask 
their elders to pray for them and anoint them with oil 
(James 5:14), and God refers to himself  as Jehovah Rapha, 
or, the God who heals (Exodus 15:26). Jesus and the Apos-
tles not only healed the sick, but they even brought the 
dead back to life again, giving us a foreshadowing of  the 
greater healing yet to come (Luke 8:51-55, Acts 9:32-43). 

Revelation 21:3-5 not only confirms for us that perfect and 
complete restoration is indeed part of  God’s plan for the 
world, but the Apostle John also gives us insight into exact-
ly how God will pull it off: Death itself  must be destroyed.

The destruction of  death and the healing of  the world are 
directly tied to the presence of  God. When the dwelling 
place of  God comes to be with man, all will be made right 

Week 4: Midweek Evening
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Christ, Our Healer

again. New Jerusalem will descend from the heavens and 
God will dwell with his people in perfect communion for 
all eternity, banishing every tear, hurt, and sorrow. 

Now, you may be asking yourself, “But what does any of  
this have to do with Christmas?” Well, you see, the pres-
ence of  God will certainly be consummated when the 
heavenly city comes down, but his kingdom has already 
arrived. 

Scripture tells us that Jesus is our “Immanuel” which 
means “God with us.” The permanent flag of  God’s un-
shakable kingdom was firmly planted in the ground when 
the long-anticipated Messiah was born. 

For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.. .  
Colossians 2:9 (ESV)

Moreover, if  you are in Christ, you are a new creation right 
now. Death has been stripped of its power and you have been 
rescued out of the kingdom of darkness into God’s marvel-
ous light. Christian, because Jesus took on flesh to dwell with 
us, the hope of eternal glory is yours by birthright. 

Though the night may grow dark, take heart and don’t de-
spair. We have hope of  healing yet to come because Christ, 
our Great Healer, has already come.
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Liturgy 

Like a balm on cracked and weary weathered skin,  
we need you, oh Healer. 
We’re straggling over the finish line of  this year. 

We confess, we have foolishly chased after things  
that will never be enough. 
We have tried to fix ourselves,  
to engineer our own salvation.  
We’ve fussed and obsessed over ourselves. 
And perhaps worst of  all,  
we’ve failed to properly delight in you.

Despite our failings and brokenness,  
you’ve come to dwell with us.  
Oh Redeemer, you’ve paid the price for our freedom!  
Purchased at a high cost,  
we’ve been saved into your people.

In our flesh we’re rotten,  
but under your wing we’re uncondemnable. 

May we live by grace as truly free men, slaves only to you. 

Hungry for restoration, oh how we need you! 

Just as you’ve drawn near to us, remind us that we are a 
people who draw near to the sick and hurting. The needy. 

Week 4: Midweek Evening
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The fearful. Heal us and equip us to nurture life  
in the face of  death. 

Satan hisses: Fear death. 
The Gospel roars: Death is finished.

The winds are shifting, we smell the damp piney scent 
and feel the harsh crisp as we inhale.  
Threats of  frost on the way. 
May we carry with us the light of  Advent  
into the darkness of  the coming winter. 

When trouble comes, we need not run and hide,  
for we know you are near.

Hear our cries! Help us to end the year faithfully, 
prepared to ring in the next with a renewed assurance  
of  our salvation and identity in you.

Let us hold fast as those who are traveling to glory,  
to meet you and all for which we’ve hoped and labored.

Amen.

Christ, Our Healer
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A Prayer for Christmas Morning 
By Pastor Aaron Kuhns

Heavenly Father,  
You are the great Provider. 
Caring not just for our bodies, but our souls. 
In the days of  old, you gave your people  
rhythms of  rest and celebration. 
And we, like them, need renewal again and again.

Today, we see many traditions  
and joyful activities repeated. 
We return to them because we trust them  
and connect with them. 
But these are shadows of  our continual need for you,  
our source of  life. 
We will always need you and the good news of  the Gospel.
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Remind us that all creation is yours. 
Remind us that we are affected by the curse  
and indwelling sin. 
Remind us that the world loves the darkness  
rather than the light.

Tell us again how you descended to live among us. 
Tell us again how you gave your life for rebels and enemies. 
Tell us again how you rose from death  
to save us and wash us clean. 
Tell us again how you drew us out of  darkness,  
embraced us, and sealed us for glory.

Lord, please tune our ears to your song of  redemption. 
May we never get bored with the story of  our Savior.

Amen

 

A Prayer for Christmas Morning
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Christmas at Coram Deo Church 

This Christmas, take some time out of  your busy schedule 
to slow down and consider the message and meaning of  
Christmas. At Coram Deo Church, we will be offering 
multiple services to help us remember and savor the 
world-changing joy that only Christmas can bring us.  
We would love to have you join us.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES

Friday, December 24 at 2:00, 3:15, 4:30 & 5:45 pm. 
Your RSVP is requested at  
coramdeochurch.org/christmas.

SUNDAY SERVICES

Weekly at 8, 9:30, & 11:00 am

Kids’ classes are available at our 9:30 and 11 am services:
∙  Nursery class (6 - 24 months)
∙  Toddlers class (25 - 47 months)

Directions available at  
coramdeochurch.org/directions

NE McWilliams Rd

Safeway

West Marine

Coram Deo 
Church

303

5951 St Hwy 303 NE  
Bremerton, WA 98311 
360-377-0526 | coramdeochurch.org
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