ATONEMENT
Devotionals & Liturgies
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The season approaching Easter is often found to be a solemn
time of preparation for the observance of the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This observance peaks with
the remembrance of Christ’s death on Good Friday and the
celebration of His resurrection on Easter.
The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ reveals to us God’s
plan to atone for the sin of His people. The atonement of Jesus
Christ means that God has acted in human history in the
obedience and death of Jesus, where Christ paid the debt for
our sins, appeased the wrath of the holy God against us, and
secured for us salvation. As the Apostle Peter says, “For Christ
also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might
bring us to God...” (1 Peter 3:18).
This Atonement devotional is to be used as a resource as you
remember the death of Jesus Christ for the salvation of God’s
people. For three weeks leading up to Easter, you will find
enclosed a Scripture, devotional, and liturgical prayer. The
Lord’s Day Evening devotionals will correspond with the
Atonement sermons from Coram Deo Church. The Midweek
Evening devotionals have been provided by the pastors to
encourage you to fix your eyes upon Christ, remember the
depths of sin you have been rescued from, and ultimately stir
your heart in adoration and worship of the great God who has
atoned for your sin through Jesus Christ.
This Easter season, fix your eyes upon Christ — the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sins of the world.
Pastor Brandon Johnston
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WEEK 1 — Lord’s Day Evening

Christ Our Substitute
Devotional by Pastor Jon Needham

Scripture — Isaiah 53:5 (ESV)
But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.
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Scripture — John 1:29b (ESV)
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world!..."
29

Devotional
From the beginning of the story, God has been preparing
us for a substitute. Adam and Eve were told that failure to
conform to God’s perfect law would lead to their death. Yet,
it wasn’t Adam’s blood or Eve’s blood that was shed that
day. Abraham was instructed to take his long-awaited and
-promised son to the top of a mountain and to sacrifice him to
God. Yet, it wasn’t Isaac’s life that was taken.
In Egypt, on one gruesome night, judgment was poured out
on the firstborns. Yet, those who covered their doorposts with
the blood of a sacrificed animal were passed over. The animal
was offered in the place of the people.
For generations, God’s people would come to the temple and
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confess their sins. However, they were never laid upon the
altar of sacrifice. Why? Because a substitute would always
take their place. The entire Old Testament is full of images
and shadows of substitutes, but as Hebrews 10:4 says, “it is
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.”
Think about that.
Impossible.
While it is absolutely impossible for the blood of animals to
take away our sins, it is not impossible for the blood of Christ
to do so. The blood of animals is weak, but the blood of Christ
is strong. His blood is able to satisfy the righteous judgment of
God for our sin. His blood is able to cover, remove, and forgive
our transgressions.
Jesus is our Isaac, offered to God on His holy mountain.
Jesus is our Passover lamb whose blood covers our doorposts,
providing protection for those gathered within.
Jesus is our atoning sacrifice placed on the altar for the sins of
His people.
Sacrificed for sin.
Sacrificed for our sin.
Sacrificed for your sin.
Jesus is our substitute.
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Liturgy
O Lord, You’ve seen our weakness and filth
and have still chosen to pursue us relentlessly.
Your holy pursuit of Your people isn’t something we’ll ever fathom
or deserve.
We confess that we seek salvation in weaker gods.
Our jobs. Our finances. Our vices. Our children. Our comfort.
Our goals. Our own strength. Our hard work. Our talents.
How convenient it would be if these gods could save our souls!
Hoping in them is deceptively easy.
Nothing but Jesus’ blood could have atoned for our transgressions.
Not the blood of bulls or goats; not even our own blood.
Only the powerful blood of Jesus could be the perfect substitute.
Lord, help us to believe that You are enough.
Ignite in us an appetite for the renewal of all things, including ourselves.
Feed our souls with Your everlasting peace. Grant us the courage to
walk away from the delights of the world. They are a cheap replacement
for the joy of our salvation. Delight us with Your loving-kindness so
that we may seek You all the days of our lives.
Amen.
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WEEK 1 — Midweek Evening

Give Us Barabbas
Devotional by Pastor Brandon Johnston

Scripture — Luke 23:18 (ESV)
But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release
to us Barabbas....”
18

Devotional
The people have spoken and we demand Barabbas be set free.
His charges are theft, insurrection, and murder. The cries of
the people are our cries. Their demand is our demand.
When standing next to Jesus, His perfection and
righteousness clearly reveal our guilt and shame. We stand
with Barabbas because he represents us so well.
We have robbed God of His glory, making our name great
instead. We do not honor Him as God. In defiance, we have
rejected God’s truth for a lie and have become traitors
towards all that is good and true.
We are Barabbas, and stand with him in our guilt. Barabbas
must die or Christ must die. As we stand before the Heavenly
Court, condemned and guilty, it is Jesus who takes the
judgment seat that we might be released from the bondage
of sin. Our Lord delivered us and took upon Himself greater
punishment than that which was due Barabbas.
On the cross, Jesus paid for all the sins of the elect, including
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their theft, insurrection, and murder.
There is no trace of sin in Christ. He is holy, blameless,
perfect, and righteous. Yet, for our sake, the Father made Him
to be sin who knew no sin, that in Him we might become the
righteousness of God.
The heavenly gavel has dropped and the judgment is clear. In
our sin, we are like Barabbas and guilty. But in Christ, we are
forgiven, righteous, and set free. What a great exchange it is!
My sin and death for Christ’s righteousness and life.
By grace you have been saved, beloved. With great confidence,
draw near to Him by faith. For Christ died that you might live
in Him.
Liturgy
O Holy Judge, we praise You for Your extravagant mercy.
Only You can know the extent of our corruption and still
look upon us with adoration.
Your perfect, pure, and virtuous Son is free of guilt.
Radiant and spotless, Your greatest gift.
We confess, we are the crowd.
We are the wicked, fallen, jeering crowd, whose broken hearts oft
cast a vote for sin and death.
We confess, we are the crowd.
We are the ugly, hateful, villainous crowd, who have the opportunity to
choose life and freedom, but instead prefer bondage to our guilt.
8

We ask for Barabbas, meaning “son of the Father,”
while rebuffing the truthful Son of the Father.
We rejoice, we are Barabbas.
We are the rebel prisoner: convicted and deserving death,
but instead released to new life.
We rejoice, we are Barabbas.
We are owed eternal separation,
but instead we are the guilty who go free.
Because of the willing substitution of the Son of the Father in our place,
we receive a costly and redeeming grace.
Lord, open our eyes to our own vileness, that we may be humbled.
Drive our hearts to You — to freely repent, to marvel at Your mercy,
to cherish our salvation and freedom in You.
Let us never forget where our shackles should have been.
Let us never stop rejoicing that they are no more.
Barabbas’ release was a foretaste of the grace that would
flow from the cross.
We are gloriously released from the penalty and power of sin.
And yet it’s only a foretaste of the freedom we’ll have from the presence
of sin in our eternal home.
Amen.
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WEEK 2 — Lord’s Day Evening

Christ as Victor
Devotional by Pastor Rusten Harris

Scripture — 1 John 3:8 (ESV)
Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil
has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God
appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
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Devotional
Why did the Son of God appear? To answer that question,
we must go back to the beginning. The serpent proposed a
lie: Perhaps God does not love His image-bearers. The lie was
believed and sin entered the world. Humanity was plunged
into the grip of evil and death.
Since this fall, the whole world has been under the power of
sin and at enmity with God. Witness its rotten fruit in the
headlines and history books. We are a people with a bloody
history and we are personally familiar with the practice of
sinning. These are the works of the devil.
God is not apathetic; He is outraged. As we read in Romans
1:18, “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men,” and yet God loved this fallen world
and still loves it! “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son” (John 3:16).
While it may appear that God’s love and wrath are opposed
to one another, they both are the reason the Son of God
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appeared: to save His people from their sin by destroying the
works of the devil.
In the Cross of Christ, God has secured the decisive triumph
over evil and our deliverance from the grip of death; He is our
Victor, Hero, and Champion.
In a world of assault rifles, military power, and nuclear
weapons — it is hard to imagine how the shameful death of
crucifixion could ever be a climactic victory. But truly, every
military victory pales in comparison. For in this militarysponsored execution of the incarnate God, the rulers have
been openly shamed (Col. 2:15), while the power of death
itself has been defeated and those who have long lived in
death's shadow have been delivered. As in Hebrews 2:14-15,
“Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who
through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.” Nothing else
would do, only the cross of Christ.
In your fight against sin, consider the outrage of God against
sin. Consider the cost to Him to pay for your sin and deliver
you from the power of death. Consider also that the works of
the devil began with a lie. The lie that Adam and Eve believed
when they doubted the love of God. Truly in the Cross of
Christ, God has obliterated the lies of the devil by revealing
the infinite depths of His Love — this is how Christ destroys
the works of the devil.
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Liturgy
Glory to our triumphant King!
Your extravagant victory bought our hope with blood.
Our identity will forever be marked by this atonement.
But we confess we do not live like this is true.
Instead, we are tempted by Satan to deny Your authority
and become like gods to ourselves.
Forgive us for loving our filth and lawlessness.
Forgive us for loving to replace Your law with our own desires.
Forgive us for loving lies that encourage us to doubt your love.
The Son of God came to destroy these, our pet sins.
Let us know and feel that our wickedness needs to be destroyed so that
we may experience the fullness of grace this Easter Season.
Let us remember that the Son of God came to seek and save us,
and that He saves by destroying.
Let us see clearly the truth Your victory declares about our identity in You!
We pray we can learn to embrace and cherish Your law.
Your governing is a grace, for Your glory and our flourishing.
Give us a place to participate in your victory by granting us
trust in Your Son. Let us in our brokenness believe:
He is who He says He is.
He did what He came to do.
In His power, He works for our good.
Let this truth be our truth, our song,
and our victory cry for our time on earth and forevermore.
Amen.
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WEEK 2 — Midweek Evening

Save Yourself
Devotional by Pastor Brandon Johnston

Scripture — Mark 15:30 (ESV)
30

“...save yourself, and come down from the cross!”

Devotional
There is a crippling comfort for he who sits in the seat of
scoffers, as others recline and join in with their mockery.
Insult upon insult. What shameful talk comes out of the
mouth. “How pitiful must a king be to hang upon a tree?
Where is his God now?”
See the picture of sin as the Savior is scorned. The King of the
Jews is stripped naked and covered in shame, contempt, and
derision. Sin is magnified in the treatment of the King. Sin
mocks, sin shames, and sin strips away all dignity and worth.
Sin’s chief work is to bring about destruction and death.
The words of the scoffers have the same aim: the destruction
and death of Jesus. But Christ gave His back to those who
strike and His cheeks to those who pull out the beard. He hid
not His face from disgrace and contempt. Christ took on the
shame and disgrace for sinners and scoffers.
Through Christ’s resurrection, the Prince of Life made a
mockery of death, so sinners and scoffers alike might come to
Him by faith. For those who look at Him are radiant, and their
faces shall never be ashamed. The saved sinner once sat in a
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seat of disgrace, but now dines at the Lord’s Table as a child of
the King.
Our great King Jesus did not come down from the cross, but
“for the joy...set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Heb. 12:2) It is
a joyful duty as a child of the King to consider the awesome
sacrifice of the One who endured from sinners such hostility.
Liturgy
We fall on our knees to praise You, O boundless God.
Your magnitude cannot be measured and there is none like You.
We confess, rarely do our actions and attitudes reflect this.
Our weak hearts forget Your mightiness and instead
we seek the might of sin and sinners.
Our feeble minds can’t comprehend Your magnitude and instead
settle for the fraudulent allure the world has to offer.
It’s all too easy to feel bold and brash in our sin and believe
we’re anonymous in the crowd of scoffers.
But in You there is no anonymity.
You know our names and we are Yours.
You know us. Because when You turned Your face from
the suffering of Christ, You turned it instead towards us.
You know us. Because the Son of God endured Your wrath
so that we could become Your sons and daughters.
You know us. Because we belong to You.
Your beloved Jesus, our beloved Jesus, shouldered
the weight of shame and disgrace.
His death for our eternity.
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You saw us, pulled us out of that jeering throng, and into our seat
to dine at the Lord’s table.
His suffering for our radiance.
Lord, convict our wicked hearts when we find comfort in
a crowd that cheers for destruction.
Never let us forget the cost of our adoption.
It is a grace that instead of seeking to make us pay, You desire our joy!
We pray that we can delight in Your resurrection, not just today in this
Easter season, but every day on this side of glory until You come again.
Amen.
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WEEK 3 — Lord’s Day Evening

Christ as Example
Devotional by Pastor Jon Needham

Scripture — 1 John 3:16 (ESV)
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.
16

Devotional
The first thing that often comes to our minds when we think
about the cross of Christ is substitution. We understand that
Jesus died upon the cross for our sins as our substitute. We
speak of substitutionary atonement, meaning that His death
on our behalf releases us from wrath and condemnation,
removing our sin and restoring us to a right relationship with
God. This, of course, is both proper and true, for without the
peace that the atonement brings, nothing else much matters.
But the Bible also invites us to consider Christ on the cross as
our example. That does not mean that we are to consider how
our death can bring salvation to others. Only Jesus’ death can
accomplish that. However, we are to understand the cross as
the ultimate expression of God’s love towards us. The Apostle
John tells us that “there is no greater love” (John 15:13).
The command to love is not a new command, for the Law can
be summed up in the simple command to love God and our
neighbors. But with the cross of Christ, we have the most
powerful demonstration of what love looks like. Love means
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suffering in the place of others. It means suffering for the
joy of others. It means bearing the burdens of others for the
sake of their flourishing. Love means releasing others of the
judgment they rightfully deserve.
On the cross, Jesus did all of this for us. He died for our sins.
He made our joy His priority. He absorbed into Himself all
of the misery and agony that we rightfully deserved. On
the cross, Jesus chose not to make us pay our debts. Instead,
He paid our debts in full. In this, Jesus sets forth for us an
example of how we are to love one another. It is only right
that those who have received such love should also extend
such a great love to others.
Liturgy
Father God, we thank You as a people for graciously sending us the
ultimate example.
As if sending a rescuer to pay our ransom weren’t enough,
You showed us in a moment how we ought to live in light of it.
We confess that we cannot carry
the weight of this commission on our own.
Grievously, we admit that we are inclined to
put our own desires and agendas in front of others’.
At times we run from the call to be committed to community.
Serving others can be painful.
But because we were shown the ultimate love on the cross,
we can give love.
Because we were shown the most extreme grace,
we can extend grace to one another.
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Because our burdens have been carried for us,
we can lighten the load for others.
Lord, give us eyes to see the hurting around us and
show us how we can be Your hands and feet.
Highlight the needs of the Church and set us to work.
Employ us in Your service to make all things new.
Hold us in perpetual celebration of our best example,
poised and at the ready to celebrate the coming of Your Son.
Amen.
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WEEK 3 — Midweek Evening

I Thirst
Devotional by Pastor Jon Needham

Scripture — John 19:28 (ESV)
After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to
fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.”
28

Devotional
What initially strikes us about these words is their
overwhelming banality. These are not unique words. These are
common words. Ordinary words. So ordinary, in fact, that we
almost don’t even notice them in the text. I’ve spoken these
words. You have spoken these words. These are shared words.
The ordinary nature of these words may initially seem to
indicate a lack of deep and true spiritual meaning, but in fact,
the opposite is true. It is precisely because these are ordinary
words that they possess such incredible meaning and power.
It is their commonness that gives us profound insight into the
suffering of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
There is a temptation to imagine or assume that because Jesus
was and is fully God, He was somehow immune to the reality
of human discomfort, suffering, and physical pain. But the
author of Hebrews reminds us that Jesus, though being fully
God, was also “like us.” In Philippians 2:7, the Apostle Paul
describes Jesus as “being born in the likeness of men.”
In other words, the deity of Christ did not negate the
humanity of Christ.
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I thirst.
These two simple and common words remind us that Jesus
suffered the excruciating physical trauma of the cross in the
same way that you or I would have.
Jesus felt each beard hair that was torn from His face by the
Roman soldiers.
Jesus felt their spit as it splattered upon His skin.
Jesus felt each punch that the guards delivered to His
blindfolded face.
Jesus felt each thorn that penetrated His scalp.
Jesus felt each ounce of flesh that was ripped from His back.
Jesus felt the crushing weight of His own cross as His bloodied
and tortured body collapsed as He carried it to Golgotha.
Jesus felt each spike pierce His hands and His feet.
Jesus felt the impact of each swing of the hammer.
Jesus felt the searing pain and agony of slowly dying of
asphyxiation.
And Jesus knew what it was like to experience the agonizing
thirst that so often accompanies death.
Jesus knew and experienced all of this because Jesus, like us,
was fully human.
I thirst.
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Liturgy
Lord, thank You that You made us physical creatures. In Your image,
we live and move and have our being. Bound to time and space, we eat
and drink, partaking in creaturely rhythms of life.
You spoke and we became. It was good. Our needs, our dependencies,
our inabilities — all by design. All from Your hand.
Our bodies of bone, muscle, and sinew are fearfully and wonderfully
made — a living testament to the glory of their Creator. And yet they
are marred by sin and sorrow. We groan and ache under the weight of
its curse.
Forgive us for seeking solace from lesser lords.
It was into this humanity that You stepped, taking on the form of a
man. The Creator entered into creation and went about the work of
setting things aright.
Help us to believe that You are our true shelter.
The hands that set the stars in the heavens became calloused.
The eyes that beheld the glory of the Father grew heavy and tired.
The feet that brought good news and peace ached for rest.
And as You endured the final agony of the cross, You cried out in thirst.
You, who spoke and separated the seas from the skies, yearned for
water’s cool touch on Your cracked lips. And as You passed from life to
death, those same lips declared our freedom.
“It is finished.”
Lord, may we find life in Your death. Your suffering for our salvation.
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Your groaning for our glory.
And as we turn to You in faith, guide us to springs of living water so we
may thirst no more.
Amen.
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Celebrate Easter with
Coram Deo Church
Jesus Christ is by far the most intriguing figure in all of
human history. In fact, every major world religion has
something to say about Him. But what did Jesus have to say
about Himself? Join us this Easter as we consider the claims
and works of Jesus.
EASTER MORNING AT THE
ADMIRAL THEATRE
April 21 at 10am
This is a family-friendly service and
no childcare will be available

Pacific Ave
6th Street
Navy
Federal
Credit
Union
The
Admiral
Theatre

5th Street

Directions available at
coramdeochurch.org/easter

REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES
Weekly at 8:30am, 10am, & 11:30am
Kids’ Classes available at 8:30am & 10am
for Nursery-2nd Grade

NE McWilliams Rd
Safeway
303
West Marine

Directions available at
coramdeochurch.org/directions

5951 St Hwy 303 NE | Bremerton, WA 98311
360-377-0526 | coramdeochurch.org
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