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Steam cleaning has gained popularity over the last several years 
because of its eco-friendly nature and the method’s superior ability 
to rid surfaces of many different contaminants, including bacteria 
and viruses that can make us sick. If you have had a steam cleaning 
company disinfect areas of your home, chances are you have thought 
that you can do the job yourself instead of remaining a customer. 
Steam cleaning is a job that just about anyone can do, yet what types 
of surfaces can you clean with a small or home steam cleaner? What’s 
even more important is how do you know if the steam cleaner you 
choose is powerful enough to clean your house properly? Relax, 
because we’ll tell you the characteristics of a good steam cleaner 
that you can easily operate, as well as all the great ways you can use 
it to clean your home.

INTRODUCTION



3

Browse Amazon.com and other websites, and you’ll see dozens, if not hundreds, of steam cleaners for sale. All descriptions will 
extoll the virtues of the machine in question, making it seem like the steamer you are reading about is the best machine in the 
world. Some are good, but only in a limited capacity. Here is what you should look for when selecting a steam cleaner.

FEATURES TO SEEK IN YOUR HOME STEAM CLEANER
When selecting a home steam cleaner, you need to consider several characteristics. Even though a steamer may indicate that 
it is a commercial model, many smaller ones, like the Fortador Volt Mini is an excellent choice for homeowners who intend 
to clean their premises frequently. While the Volt Mini price may seem high compared with home steamers listed on various 
websites, you’ll quickly note that this machine has highly superior features, which will make quick work of any job that you have.

WHAT KIND OF STEAM CLEANEER 
SHOULD I BUY?

http://Fortador Volt Mini 
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Among the basics you’ll want to consider are:

 » Attachments - you’ll want additional tools to to all 
types of jobs.

 » Warm-up time - the shorter the time, the quicker you 
can get to cleaning.

 » Tank size - With a larger tank, you won’t waste time 
with frequent refills.

 » Steam temperature - the hotter the steamer gets, the 
drier the steam, which translates to better disinfection 
and less chance of damaging surfaces.

 » Pressure - the higher the pressure, the more effective 
the machine is.

 » Power cord - long power cord will save time on 
reconnecting.

 » Price - More expensive steam cleaning machines come 
with better customer service, longer product life and a 
strong warranty.

teamers advertised to the residential market will always 
cost less than commercial steamers. However, a smaller 
electric unit like the Fortador Volt Mini will not only be 
cost-effective if you intend to use it frequently. Its germ- 
and virus-killing power is exceptional as it heats the water 
to 338 degrees Fahrenheit, which is much higher than the 
recommended 200 degrees Fahrenheit for home steam 
cleaning machines. Another key feature is the pressure of 
the steam. The Volt Mini gives you 101.5 PSI overheated 
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steam pressure, allowing you to do the job in less time as you won’t have to keep going over areas repeatedly like you may have 
to do with machines that produce less pressure. You can also add small amounts of eco-friendly detergent or vinegar to the 
device to help boost its cleaning power.

What is also great about the Fortador Volt Mini is that it gives you the option of allowing maximum power and portability. 
The Volt Mini only weighs 16.5 pounds, and when you buy it with accessories that will enable you to move it quickly from 
your vehicle to your car, it’s even more cost-effective. You can even use it to detail your car, boat, and all types of recreational 
vehicles. You can’t do that with an inexpensive home steamer. Let’s take a look at all the things you can sanitize and deodorize 
with little or no detergent via this environmentally friendly machine complete chemical free.

STEAM CLEANING HARD SURFACES
Your home is full of hard surfaces in the kitchen, bathroom, and just about everywhere you look. Steam cleaning isn’t just for 
floors, as there are very few hard surfaces that won’t benefit from a pass with the steamer. Using a small commercial steam 
cleaner for these areas will keep them in top condition.

FLOORS OF ALL TYPES
What kind of floors do you have in your home? Do you have tile, stone, linoleum, vinyl, and even engineered wood and hardwood. 
However, there’s one caveat with hardwood as it must be sealed. We don’t recommend steam cleaning unsealed hardwood 
floors as the steam can get into the wood and warp it over time. The same goes for laminate floors. Don’t clean them, as the 
steam can get into the layers and cause them to swell. Compared to washing with a traditional mop, steam mop cleaning your 
floors will make them dry quicker, so it’s an excellent option for high-traffic areas. When cleaning the floor, don’t forget to run 
the steamer over the baseboards, which are frequently neglected. You won’t believe how great they will look.

BATHROOM SURFACES
Bathrooms are full of dirty surfaces that can be hard to clean as well as disinfect. They accumulate mold and mildew due to the 
abundance of moisture in the air. Grout in the bathtub and shower area is particularly prone to mold mildew, viruses, and more. 
These lines between the tile often become dirtier than the tile itself because dirt tends to congregate there, making it difficult to 
scrub away. Use the small attachment on your steam cleaner to blast away dirt, soap scum, and other gunk. Give your vanities 
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and similar surfaces a go to blast away soap scum, even the 
tile on the wall. You’ll be glad you did.

Other bathroom surfaces that will benefit from periodic steam 
mop cleaning include shower doors, faucets and mirrors, 
showers and tubs, sinks, and the fixtures that go with those 
areas. Clean mirrors and glass surfaces using a squeegee 
attachment. You’ll eliminate streaks with this method too.

TOILET CLEANING
We bet you didn’t think of this one. Let’s face it, cleaning the 
toilet is one of the worst jobs in your home because it involves 
heavy scrubbing and harsh chemicals, the latter of which can 
affect your health. Steam cleaning with a small jet nozzle will 
focus the power of steam on tough stains. You can also use 
the handheld steamer to disinfect and clean the area around 
your toilet.

ELIMINATING HARD WATER BUILDUP
This section also pertains to kitchen and utility room areas. 
If you live in an area with hard water, your fixtures may have 
frequent white stains due to mineral despots left behind 
after the water has elaborated. Blast the steam at faucets 
and similar fixtures to get rid of the dirt. Apply vinegar to the 
stains before cleaning if they persist, as the vinegar’s acidity 
helps neutralize the water’s alkalinity.
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HOW UTILIZE PORTABLE STEAMER 
IN THE KITCHEN

Steam cleaning is great for removing stains and grease, and we all know how grease can accumulate when cooking. Bacteria is 
also a significant concern here, so the list of items you can clean here is virtually endless. Try your commercial steamer on the 
following applications.

CLEANING THE STOVE AND OVEN
Let’s face it, caked-on food is hard to get rid of on stovetops as it takes a lot of scrubbing and soaking. Oven cleaning is another 
hated task, but what’s moe is many oven cleaners also contain lye, which creates toxic fumes. With steam cleaning, you can 
remove baked-on gunk without chemicals. Use a small brush to clean the rails and a larger brush to loosen baked-on food from 
larger areas. Once you have steamed your stovetop and oven, wipe down the surface with a microfiber cloth. Don’t forget your 
stove hood. Steam is a great way to remove grease.

REMOVING REFRIGERATOR GUNK AND DEFROSTING THE FREEZER
Keeping up with stains, spills, and general dirt inside the refrigerator is hard. Unpleasant odors can occur when food rots. 
Steam cleaning is an excellent way to deodorize and sanitize. Use a brush attachment to scrub away caked-on food. Make quick 
work of defrosting your freezer with the steamer. Unplug it, place a large container to catch the ice, and use a scraping tool to 
remove large pieces.
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WORKING WITH SOFT SURFACES

Carpetins, upholstery, and more can benefit greatly from steam cleaning. Sometimes stains may become embedded in fabrics 
and fibers, and while you may need to treat them beforehand with extra detergent or organic spot treatments, you can generally 
remove these stains without harsh chemicals.

UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE
Using an appropriate attachment, you can easily remove stains, remove odors and make all kinds of soft surfaces look better. 
Use your steamer on sofas, chairs, pet beds, cushions, sofa covers, and more. Low-moisture steam deep cleans and removes 
stains without soaking. Note that you may have to pre-treat stubborn stains or go over areas several times to remove dirt 
thoroughly.
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MATTRESSES
One a mattress is stained, it remained stained, right? Nope, that’s not the case. Steam cleaning your mattress is the most 
effective way to deep clean and sanitize it. Not only will you get a fresh smelling mattress, but you’ll also eliminate dust mites, 
bed bugs, and their eggs thanks to the high temperature of the steam, which kills these pests. Steam will also rid our mattresses 
of dust, dirt, and general debris, making for a better overall environment. With steam cleaning, you’ll get a clean environment 
without chemicals.

CLEANING CARPETS AND RUGS
Attach a carpet glider to your steamer to give your rug or carpet a quick clean. The attachment of handhel steamer will allow 
you to clean the fibers without soaking them thoroughly. Remember that heavily stained areas may have to undergo pre-
treatment first.

ELIMINATE CLOTHING WRINKLES
Ironing is outdated in 2021. Steam and refresh your clothes instead. Use a clothes attachment if you have one. Steam doesn’t 
only eliminate wrinkles, and it also removes bacteria. Generally, an upholstery attachment works well when cleaning clothes.

CLEAN CURTAINS
Curtains are a tricky item to clean as you need to take them down first. With a commercial steamer and the proper attachment, 
you can leave them up on the rods. Use the appropriate attachment to steam clean and refresh curtains in the same way that 
you would clothes.

CLEANING OF OUTDOOR ITEMS
Chances are, you already know what great a commercial steam cleaner is for detailing the exterior and interior of your car, 
SUV, truck, recreational vehicle and more. However, you can also use your steam cleaner to refresh other items and make them 
look new.
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PATIO FURNITURE AND CUSHIONS
Clean your outdoor furniture in a manner similar to how you would for indoor furniture. Not only does outdoor furniture 
become filthy thanks to the environment, but these pieces can also accumulate bird and pest poop. The steamer will blast away 
the dirt will also sanitize furniture cushions. Use jet nozzle dirt and dust away and then scrub away with a brush on tough areas. 
Include items like patio umbrellas and grills on your cleaning day. Remove grates from barbecue grills to blast away the charred 
food sticking to them.

SANITIZING TOYS
If you have kids, you know how grubby their toys can get. Whether you have outdoor toys or smaller ones they play with indoors, 
using chemicals is not advised when cleaning, especially if you have babies or toddlers because they tend to put everything in 
their mouths. With steam cleaning, you won’t have to worry about hazardous residue from cleaning solutions or bacteria that 
remains on toy surfaces, as the steam will remove up to 99% of all bacteria and viruses.

While you’re at it, you can also sanitize other items that your children frequently use. These include car seats, cribs and strollers. 
Use an appropriate tool to clean each piece.
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CLEANING MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

CEILING FANS
Here’s another item that often gets overlooked until it’s full of dust. Fans in the kitchen can also accumulate cooking grease. 
Use a long wand and diamond brush to make the job easier. Attach a clean microfiber cloth on the end of the attachment to 
finish the job.

LIGHT SWITCHES AND DOOR KNOBS
Door knobs and light switches are small areas that are also often overlooked, yet they are one of the most used surfaces in 
your home. Attach a small took to your steamer to work in and around the tiny crevices. Use a low moisture setting when 
cleaning light switches to avoid electrical issues.
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DON’T NEGLECT THESE ITEMS
You’ll find many other items that can benefit from quick cleaning and sanitizing with a steamer. finish smaller itemsby wiping 
them down with a microfiber cloth. Among the items that will benefit from steaming are:

 » Small appliances

 » Kitchen implements like cutting boards

 » Work counters

 » Tools

 » Pet cages

 » Litter boxes

 » Trash cans

 » Wallpaper removal

 » Cleaning windows

A word of caution on the last item: Never steam windows clean when they are cold because they can crack or break because 
of the temperature difference. If you are unsure about cleaning an item with your steamer, refer to your owner’s manual.
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Steam cleaning will not only remove over 99% of bacteria, viruses, and 
other undesirable particles, it’s also an eco-friendly option. Besides 
not using harsh chemicals that can leave toxic residue, steamers only 
use a fraction of the water necessary for other methods. Not only 
will your family thank you, but the environment will also thank you 
too.

CONCLUSION
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STEAM CLEANER OF FURNITURE
HOW TO MAKE STEAM CLEANING OF UPHOLSTERY

v As more and more people want to avoid using harsh 
chemicals when cleaning various surfaces, steam 
cleaners have emerged as the ideal machine to promote 
a clean and sanitized environment. Steam cleaning 
removes stubborn tough stains, dirt, grease and more 
while also sanitizing surfaces by removing allergens and 
pathogens. One of the most useful applications of steam 
cleaning units is to clean upholstery, fabric furniture 
and mattresses. A smaller units like the steam cleaners 

Fortador Volt Mini or Fortador Volt Electra, which is easy 
to use and transport, is the ideal commercial cleaning 
machine or steam cleaner for home use.
Although a steam cleaner for furniture may seem like 
a miracle machine in many ways, you’ll get better and 
more complete results if you take time and pay attention 
to details before and during upholstery cleaning. Take a 
look at these 12 tips to make your furniture look brand 
new once again.
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PREPARING FOR CLEANING OF YOU 
FURNITURE OR COUCH

When using a steamer furniture unit, you may be tempted to fill it with water, turn it on and start cleaning immediately. Don’t 
do it! Spending a few minutes, while steamer is heating,  preparing the surface of your couch, sofa, chair, ottoman, or other 
piece of upholstered furniture is well worth the effort.

1. INSPECT AND EXAMINE LABELS
Always begin your task by inspecting the piece you will clean for any problem spots that will need extra attention. Microfiber 
and leather surfaces may need different cleaning methods depending on their level of soiling. However, the most important 
thing to pay attention to is the letter on the furniture label, which will indicate what substance may be used to clean the piece. 
You’ll see one of the following symbols to avoid damge of delicate upholstery:
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 » W – Clean with water only

 » S – Solvent-based cleaner only

 » WS – Water or solvent-based cleaner

 » X – Vacuum only

2.  BRUSH AND VACUUM THE SURFACE 
 WITH VACUUM CLEANER
You won’t be able to thoroughly clean any upholstered surface if food crumbs or other 
debris remain as these particles can make your sofa even dirtier when steam cleaning 
it. Brush off what you can see on the surface, and then select the proper attachment 
to vacuum it. Remove the cushions first and vacuum all sides before moving into 
every crack and crevice of your chair or couch. Take your time doing the job so you 
will remove as much pet hair, dust, allergens, food, dirt and whatever else may have 
accumulated. Don’t forget to vacuum the back and sides of your furniture.

PRE-TREAT STAINS WITH SCRUBBING
Take care when performing this task as you don’t want one part of your upholstery 
to be lighter than the rest. Read the manufacturer’s recommendations, if possible, 
before you start, and always try cleaning a stain first in an inconspicuous place. 
Common stains from urine, feces, dirt and food can be removed by steam cleaning 
alone. However, if you have an oil-based stain, you need to pre-treat it and let it sit 
for a while, generally three to five minutes, so it can begin to work. Home treatments 
are the first line of defense and include white vinegar and rubbing alcohol to release 
the tough stain. If those don’t work, try a mixture of baking soda, cornstarch and 

warm water. Refrain from scrubbing too hard, so you don’t damage the material.
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When you have let the upholstery cleaner sit for a few minutes, you can blot the area with a soft cloth, which helps pull out the 
stain, as well as allow the area to dry more quickly. If these solutions don’t work, you can try blotting the area with a mixture of 

OxyClean and water or see how much steam cleaning will remove the stains.

4. PRECONDITION THE FABRIC WITH CLEANER
Prior to steam cleaning, you should precondition the fabric, so it doesn’t harden 
following cleaning. Spraying a soil emulsifier over the upholstery will help lift ground-
in dirt. Make sure that you have let it sit long enough so that it seeps into the fabric. If 
you wish, you can also spray on a thin layer of shampoo or upholstery cleaner. Both the 
emulsifier and the shampoo will come off the fabric when you use your steam cleaner 
with suction for the couch cleaning

5. CHOOSE THE RIGHT STEAMER AND PREPARE 
IT FOR  STEAMING

Choosing the right commercial steam cleaner for home use will 
make your job more successful. If it’s too big, you’ll have trouble 
maneuvering it into tight spaces. If it’s too small, you may not get 
the power you need to clean your upholstery thoroughly. That’s 
why the heavy duty Fortador Volt Electra is ideal for cleaning 
upholstered furniture. It’s small enough to maneuver into small 
areas while also powerful enough to give you the cleaning 
power you need to get the job done right. Our new portable 
steam cleaner Fortador Volt Mini is another great option for 
multi purpose steamer
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One of the big benefits of sofa steam cleaning is that you don’t have to use any chemicals to get a good cleaning. Many units will 
work well just with water, but if you prefer or have a heavily soiled surface, you can use a cleaning solution diluted with water 
to clean your upholstery. Consult Fortador’s manual on how much cleaning solution you should use as you don’t want to use 
too much as it will be expelled onto the fabric, and you may have difficulty removing it. It’s better to take several passes to clean 
the surface than to have residue remain on your upholstery. Also, check your manual to see what type of attachment to use on 
your upholstery. Finally, fill your tank with water, turn on your unit and let it heat sufficiently before you begin cleaning as you 
don’t want excessive water to remain on surfaces that would increase drying time.

Check our Article How to use Portable Steam Cleaner for home cleaning

PROPERLY USING STEAMER FURNITURE UNITS
Using a steam cleaner for couches in the proper manner will give you sparkling clean furniture pieces instead of one that has 
streaks and stubborn stains that just won’t leave. Make sure you take the proper steps to produce the best results using your 
upholstery steam cleaner.



https://www.fortador-usa.com/blog/portable-steam-cleaner-for-your-home-and-office
https://youtu.be/-aW-RSS_3sQ
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6. USE THE RIGHT ATTACHMENTS FOR DIFFERENT 
APPLICATIONS

The Volt Electra comes with various attachments for steam cleaning. 
Refer to your manual to ensure that you are using the correct one for 
the type of fabric or other surfaces you are cleaning. Using an incorrect 
steam cleaner for sofa attachment can damage your furniture.with 
suction for the couch cleaning

7. START WITH THE CUSHIONS
As you have already removed the cushions, clean these first. Using 
the steamer, spray one side of the cushion with steam and then drag 
the opening of the machine over the upholstery. If you are cleaning 
all sides of the cushion, make sure that the bottom dries before you 
clean the opposite side. Don’t be tempted to hold the steamer over 
particularly dirty areas for any length of time. It’s better to make 
several passes so as not to saturate the fabric with water.

8. STEAM CLEAN THE REST OF THE COUCH OR 
CHAIR

Move onto the larger parts after you have finished the cushions. Work 
on small sections of fabric and move on quickly. Remember that you 
can always go over areas with stubborn dirt, as there is no need to 
wait for those sections to dry. Clean the frame of your sofa or chair 
last. The final step in cleaning your piece of furniture is to let it dry. The 
length of time needed depends on the weather, humidity, the time of 
days and whether you can get air circulating on your newly cleaned 
furniture. Open a window or turn on a fan to blow directly on your 
couch or chair.
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9. TREATING STUBBORN TOUGH STAINS
Sometimes, stubborn stains will not come off with steam alone, but you can remove them with a little extra effort. Begin with 
the easiest option, namely dish soap and water. Dip a sponge into the solution and rub to make it soapy, but make sure you don’t 
rub too hard as you don’t want to damage the fabric. Rinse the sponge and blot the area with clean water. Repeat as necessary.
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STEAM CLEANING MATTRESSES

Again, proper preparation will make for a more thorough cleaning job. If your mattress smells bad, sprinkle baking soda over 
the entire surface and let it sit for a couple of hours to draw out odors. The baking soda will not only refresh the mattress but 
your bedroom too. You’ll remove the baking soda when you perform a thorough vacuuming of the surface.

As with upholstered furniture, you need to vacuum the surface thoroughly. Pay attention to all cracks, crevices and seams, 
making sure that you remove any crumbs, dirt and other debris that may have accumulated.

Check our complet guide for mattress cleaning from stains

https://www.fortador-usa.com/blog/how-to-clean-a-mattress-and-keep-mattress-clean
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11. STEAMING THE MATTRESS
Hold the steamer an inch to two inches above the mattress and apply the steam starting at the top. Work your way across, 
similarly cleaning in small sections to as with upholstery. Move slowly, but keep the steam light and use an upholstery attachment, 
if possible, as this device will help absorb extra moisture. Once the top is clean, move to the sides. It’s important not to forget 
about the sides as this is the area where bedbugs and dust mites tend to live. If you have trouble with bed bugs, steam cleaning 
is an effective way to eliminate these pests. Flip double-sided mattresses over to clean the second surface, but make sure that 
the first surface is dry before proceeding so you don’t get it dirty.

Once you have finished steaming the mattress, give it several hours to dry before placing it back on the frame and making the 
bed with sheets and blankets. Although steam cleaning doesn’t take as long to dry as other cleaning methods, we recommend 
that you do the task in the morning, so it thoroughly dries by the time you want to use your bed

https://youtu.be/HYUiKRY2qYg
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PROTECTING YOUR STEAM 
CLEANED SURFACES

Steaming is the premier method for cleaning soft furnishings and other 
surfaces. However, some are more prone to staining than others. 
Microfiber fabric, in particular, loves to hold stains for all sorts of spills. You 
can make your work easier the next time your steam clean by applying a 
protective coating.

12. Apply Fortador Interior Guard to protect

Once your furniture or mattress has dried, apply a thin coating of Fortador 
Interior Guard on the surface. This Kevlar coating product will protect your 
surfaces from the sun’s UV rays and stains for up to 24 months. Fortador 
is your one-stop-shop for steam cleaner for furniture units, accessories 
and protective products. There’s no need to go anywhere else!

https://www.fortador-usa.com/fortador-kevlar
https://www.fortador-usa.com/fortador-kevlar
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BATHROOM CLEANING 
WITH EASY | 12 STEPS TO CLEAN A BATHROOM LIKE A PRO

Ask anyone what room they hate cleaning the most in 
their home, and they will invariably say the bathroom. 
Even though many contemporary bathrooms have 
become spa-like retreats in recent years, cleaning them 
is still awful. After all, even the nicest bathroom smells 
horrible at times. Doubtlessly, you know that the average 
person spends one-third of their life in bed, but what you 
probably didn’t know is that we also spend a year of our 
lives in the bathroom.
vNot only is the bathroom is the most used room in the 

home, even surpassing the kitchen, it’s also the one 
that harbors the most harmful organisms, including 
bacteria, viruses, mold and mildew. Just thinking about 
what can live there will make you figuratively sick. That’s 
why cleaning your home’s bathrooms with steam is the 
perfect way to keep the most hated room in the house 
cleaned and sanitized. We’ll show you how to clean your 
bathroom thoroughly and efficiently, like professionals 
do, and then sanitize it with a powerful portable steam 
cleaner like the Fortador Volt Mini.
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ASSEMBLE YOUR TOOLS

Before you get to work, assemble everything you need to do the job:

 » Microfiber cloths

 » Newspapers or cloths especially made to dry windows

 » Spray bottle filled with a 1:1 mixture of vinegar and water

 » Essential oils for a pleasing scent

 » Toothbrush for scrubbing tight areas

 » Baking soda
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 » Spray bottle with a home bathroom cleaner mix of 1:1 vinegar or dish soap

 » Non-scratch scrub pad

 » Vacuum

 » Paper towels

 » Long-handle duster to reach high places

 » Fortador Volt Mini steam cleaner

When sanitizing with a steam cleaner, you can skip harsh chemicals to disinfect the bathroom and clean the toilet bowl. The 
power and heat of the steam will do the job of blasting away all harmful organisms.

GENERAL BATHROOM CLEANING TIPS
Why do professional house cleaners get your bathrooms so clean in such a short amount of time? They clean items in a specific 
order and place clutter outside of the bathroom for easier cleaning.

If the weather isn’t too cold, open the bathroom window if you have one. Even if the temperature is a bit nippy outside, you could 
open the window a crack to bring in fresh air. Alternately, if you don’t have a window, turn on the exhaust fan after cleaning it.

Remove towels, bath mats and rugs, shower curtains, and window curtains and place them in the wash to remove lingering 
musty smells. If you have a plastic shower curtain, run the washer on warm instead of hot and remove it immediately following 
the rinse cycle. Hang it to dry. You may also want to place one cup of vinegar in the washer with the shower curtain to freshen 
it.

When deep cleaning, remove everything from flat surfaces, starting with your toothbrush cady, all of the bottles of product 
you regularly use and those you don’t use, and knick-knacks that you may have on shelves. While this may seem like a pain at 
first, you’ll save time and achieve a more thorough cleaning. Place everything in a box or container just outside the bathroom 
to make it convenient to retrieve and replace them. Don’t forget the wastebasket and any miscellaneous items on the floor.

Start from the top and work your way down. By doing so, any dust or other debris won’t fall on surfaces already cleaned.
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WHY YOU NEED TO STEAM CLEAN YOUR BATHROOM
Steam cleaning provides myriad benefits over scrubbing by hand. For one, you won’t have to work as hard. Secondly, steam 
cleaning is quicker. However, consider these additional benefits:

 » Steam’s high heat kills all germs and infection-causing bacteria while also removing mold and mildew and preventing 
those organisms from redeveloping

 » Attachments can work their ways into small areas to remove dirt and grime

 » Soap scum buildup melts away with steam

 » Because you use no harsh chemicals with a steamer, your environment will be healthier

 » Steam cleaning is hypoallergenic

 » As you do not need to buy extra cleaning products, steam is bdget-friendly

 » Steam dries quickly, so you don’t need to dry off tiles and many other surfaces
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12 STEPS TO CLEAN  
YOUR BATHROOM LIKE A PRO

DUST ALL SURFACES
Remove loose dirt and dust, starting with the exhaust vent on the ceiling along with any heating vents. You may want to use 
your vacuum with a hose attachment to reach into the vents to remove more. Remove cobwebs and any other accumulated 
dirt with a long-handled duster, and then move onto ceiling light fixtures and any wall fixtures. If needed, bring in a step stool 
to reach these high places. Dust the blinds and window tracks next, using a microfiber cloth to wipe off loose debris. Once you 
have dusted all surfaces, sweep and vacuum the floor to remove hair and other debris. Don’t worry if you can’t quite reach into 
the smallest spaces; the steamer will reach there with a narrow attachment.
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2. WIPE DOWN SURFACES WITH A LIGHTLY MOISTENED MICROFIBER CLOTH
Depending on the surface, take the distilled vinegar solution or the dish soap solution, spray it on the surface and wipe it down 
with a microfiber cloth. For surfaces that may have soap scum or discoloration, sprinkle some baking soda on a non-scratch 
pad, work it in and let it sit. Steam cleaning will remove any residue from your pre-cleaning preparations.

3. CLEAN THE VENTS AND LIGHTS
As you’ll need to reach high, keep the step stool handy. Use a thin nozzle attachment to reach into the exhaust fan and the 
vents to remove pet dander, human hair, and anything else that accumulates there. From there, you can move down to ceiling 
lights and those on the wall, running a small nozzle attachment over the slats and the light fixtures. Proceed to window blinds 
next. You may want to use a small brush attachment if you feel that either the vents or the blinds harbor a lot of dirt. If you wish, 
you can wipe down all of these areas with a microfiber cloth are you finish steaming.
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4. CLEAN WINDOWS AND MIRRORS
Spray windows and mirrors with the distilled vinegar and 
water solution and use the squeegee attachment to clean 
and polish. This method works so much better than using 
window cleaner, as you will have no streaks. For areas where 
steam may remain, use newspaper or a special window cloth 
to remove excess moisture.

5. MAKE THE TILE SHINE
Bathroom tile takes a lot of abuse. It’s also the place where 
mold and mildew can easily form, especially in the grout. 
Over time, these organisms can embed themselves in the 
grout pores, hardens, and then becomes difficult to remove 
by traditional methods. Traditional methods call for brushes 
and harsh chemicals, and even then, you may not be able to 
remove all of the gunk. Before steaming the higher sections 
of your bathroom, spray your dish soap solution on the tile, 
paying particular attention to stained grout areas. When 
you’re ready to clean the tile, place the small brush attachment 
on the Fortador Volt Mini and steam the tile, working from 
top to bottom. Make sure you pay special attention to grout 
areas that are heavily discolored as well as corner seams to 
remove the embedded mold and mildew.

6. SHOWER AND TUB
Our shower and tub areas take a beating with frequent use as soap scum, hair products, bath oil, and body soil all combine to 
make the shining surface dull and dingy. That combination also provides a thriving environment for mold and mildew. If you put 
off regularly cleaning your tub and shower walls, that gunk will harden and ossify and make it even harder to remove. As with 
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the tile, spray the tub with your all-purpose cleaning solution 
and let it sit while you steam other parts of the bathroom. 
The cleaning solution will begin to dissolve oils and soap scum, 
so you’ll spend less time on it later. If you have a particularly 
nasty tub or shower surface, make a paste of baking soda 
and hot water water and apply it to the worst areas with a 
scrubbing pad and work the paste into the area. Use the small 
brush attachment on the steamer to dissolve and whisk away 
the gunk. Rinsing is not necessary.

7. STEAM SHOWER AND TUB FIXTURES
The fixtures in this area have their own set of cleaning problems, 
especially if you live in an area with high mineral content in the 
water. Mineral buildup can make your showerhead run slowly. 
If you can, detach the showerhead the previous evening 
and soak it in full-strength distilled vinegar. The vinegar will 
dissolve the minerals, while the force of the water when you 
turn the shower on will flush them out.

Other than taking care of the inside of your shower head, 
your fixtures don’t need any special treatment. Place the 
small nozzle attachment on our steam cleaner to work on the 
showerhead, tub faucet, and water controls, paying attention 
to the areas where the fixtures meet the tile or tub surfaces. 
After you are through steaming, you can wipe down the 
fixtures to make them shine.

SHELVES AND TOWEL BARS
Open shelving and towel bars are two other areas that can benefit from a deep cleaning with steam. Use a narrow attachment 
to steam the bars and wipe them off with a microfiber cloth when you’re done. For shelves, you can use one of the smaller 
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attachments for smooth surfaces. Before cleaning, make 
sure that you have glass or a sealed surface that can 
withstand steam cleaning.

9. STEAM CLEAN FIBERGLASS OR GLASS 
SHOWER DOORS AND ENCLOSURES
Avoid using abrasive cleaners or scrubbing pads on these 
areas as they require special treatment as abrasives can 
scratch or dull the finish. Use your all-purpose mixture or 
baking soda if you think your shower enclosure is especially 
dirty. Spray cloudy glass doors with full-strength white 
vinegar before cleaning. Make sure that you have the 
bathroom exhaust fan on or the window open for this job

10. CLEAN YOUR VANITY OR SINK
Sinks and vanities are two other areas that also suffer a lot 
of abuse with soaps, dirt, toothpaste dribbles, germs and 
the like. You’ll have to forego steam cleaning as the steamer 
can warp unsealed wood if you have a wooden cabinet base. 
Lightly spray wood cabinets with all-purpose or vinegar 
and water solution and then wipe off immediately. The area 
around the faucets generally harbors accumulated dirt and 
mineral deposits, so spray cleaning solution on them ahead 
of time to help loosen the gunk.

Sinks and vanities can be tough to clean, but with a steam cleaner, it’s a breeze. Attach a scrub brush to your Fortador Volt 
Mini. Pay particular attention to the faucets, especially the area behind the faucet and water controls as mineral deposits and 
gunk accumulate there. Splash clean water on the sink and faucets to eliminate the loosened dirt, and then wipe and polish the 



33

faucets and sink with a microfiber cloth. Voila, you’re done and have 
produced a squeaky clean surface along with a sparkling washbasin 
that will look like new. The best thing about this process is that you 
cleaned without chemicals, so there is no residue.

11.  NAVIGATING TOILET CLEANING WITH STEAM
Of course, this is the job that everyone hates, and with good reason. 
Toilets smell, and they are simply icky. Let steam cleaning do the 
work to eliminate the odor and the residue from whatever comes 
your toilet’s way. While all you need is your steamer, you may want to 
include several microfiber towels and some vinegar according to your 
preferences. The microfiber cloths will come in handy after loosening 
dirt, grime, limescale, and other undesirable elements.

To properly clean your toilet while also removing stains and germs to 
produce the ultimately clean bathroom, follow these steps:

 » Use the steamer’s angled nozzle attachment to clean under the 
rim of the toilet and toilet seat

 » Steam the toilet bowl at the highest possible pressure to loosen 
stains

 » Concentrate on the hinges to loosen rust on screws

 » Rinse with water to wash off ossened dirt into the toilet bowl 
and flush it

 » Wipe remaining moisture with a microfiber cloth

 » Don’t hesitate to redo any areas with stubborn stains

Take your time cleaning the toilet, and don’t forget the handle or the 
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flush buttons which harbor microscopic particles. If you prefer, spray the toilet with vinegar before you begin cleaning. Standing 
time is often necessary to clean all built-up deposits, just like it is with other areas of your bathroom. Start first with the lid and 
move down the tank to the bowl. If your toilet bowl develops a stubborn ring that been steaming won’t fully remove, get a 
pumice stone. Pumice stones are porous and can crumble, but they’re great at removing stubborn toilet stains. Make sure you 
wear rubber gloves when reaching into the toilet bowl with the pumice stone. The combination of steam, vinegar, and a pumice 
stone will make your toilet sparkle like new.

12. TURN YOUR ATTENTION TO THE BATHROOM FLOOR 
AND BASEBOARDS
Start at the area near the toilet as this will generally be the dirtiest rea, 
not to mention the fact that you’ve worked your way down the toilet. 
The floor near the toilet is subject to drips and dribbles, especially if you 
have boys of any age. Pay strict attention to the floor near the toilet as 
urine accumulates here and can cause odor problems and floor damage. 
Make a paste of baking soda and water and apply it to the base of the 
toilet and the floor near it that could be considered a “spray zone.” You 
may even want to do so with the lower part of the walls around the 
toilet. After all, there’s nothing that says you can’t do so.

Create a mixture of 1/4-cup vinegar, one tablespoon of dish soap, and 
two gallons of water. Put it in a spray bottle and apply it to the floor 
before you steam. Save the rest of the mixture for other times when 
you will either mop the floor or do a deep clean. Steam the floors and 
let them dry. You won’t need to do any wiping. That mixture works well 
for tiled floors. If you have another type, follow the manufacturer’s 
recommendations for non-toxic cleaners.

Check this guide how to deep clean tiles and grouts

https://www.fortador-usa.com/blog/how-to-clean-and-brighten-bathroom-tiles-and-grout
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DO NOT FORGET. CLEAN THE DRAINS
While this step isn’t something your steam cleaner can do, you don’t want to forget it, and you can follow up with the steamer 
after the mixture has bubbled down. Take a half cup of baking soda and put it down and around your drains. Add a full cup of 
vinegar, which will fizz, and scour the drains as the mixture goes down. Turn on the hot or warm water to flush it out, and you’re 
done. If you want, you can still follow with your steamer around the drains, both shower/tub and sinks, to make sure all residue 
is gone.
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When compared with other popular steamers available across various websites, the Fortador Volt Mini is much more powerful. 
The unit heats within minutes and delivers steam at temperatures up to 338 degrees Fahrenheit. That’s much higher than the 
212 degrees produced by most other machines. The Volt Mini also produces steam at a pressure of 101.5 psi, which is also 
more powerful than most units used in the home. This powerful machine will shorten the time you spend cleaning as you won’t 
have to go over the stubborn spots as much as you would with less powerful devices. Another great feature of the Volt Mini is 
that it is powered by electricity, no diesel fuel, so you still get power without any fumes.

WHY IS THE FORTADOR VOLT MINI BEST 
FOR CLEANING BATHROOMS?

TIPS TO KEEP YOUR BATHROOM CLEAN
Once everything is clean, you can replace everything you removed, 
wiping down bottles to make sure they are clean. If you don’t feel like 
removing your shower curtain, you can even steam that clean too, 
which will further reduce the time you spend giving your bathroom 
the deep cleaning it deserves. You’ll only need to perform deep 
cleaning with the steam cleaner every several months. Most of the 
time, wiping down surfaces with a non-toxic, all-purpose cleaner 
every week will do the trick to keep your bathroom looking bright. 
In between deep cleanings, do the following to keep your bathroom 
clean:

 » Buy a good bowl brush, place some vinegar in the toilet bowl 
and scrub underneath the rim to avoid hidden deposits and 
scrub
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 » Mop or sweep the floor weekly to remove hair and debris

 » Regularly wipe down sinks, vanities, tiles and shower doors

 » Use a hair -catching device to avoid drain clogs

 » Run your toothbrush caddy and soap dish (if you still use one) through the washer occasionally

This combination of shorter weekly cleanings and longer deep cleanings will give your home’s bathrooms a much cleaner 
environment that harbors fewer bacteria, viruses and other undesirable organisms.

https://youtu.be/-aW-RSS_3sQ
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HOW TO CLEAN BATHROOM TILES 
BEST WAYS TO CLEAN AND BRIGHTEN BATHROOM GROUT AND TILES

If you have come to enjoy the beautiful tile in your 
bathroom, you will probably want to clean and 
maintain it’s look and functionality. There are two 
surface components of your bathroom floor and 
shower. The dirty tiles and the grout often need to 
be treated differently when cleaning. Cleaning these 
surfaces can sometimes be challenging. There are 
several cleaning agents and techniques that can keep 

your floor tiles and grout looking their best. Many of 
the cleaning solutions are DIY, like baking soda and 
vinegar. They can be easily found in your cupboards 
or your favorite store.

In addition to cleaning with methods using water, 
cleaners, a brush and a cloth, a steam cleaner is often 
the most effective choice.
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METHODS TO CLEAN 
BATHROOM TILE

CLEANING THE TILES WITH DISH SOAP AND WATER
Tiles represent the largest surface area of your bathroom floor or shower walls. Ceramic and porcelain are common types of 
tiles. You can clean these types of tiles in the same manner and technique.

Soap scum, overspray from personal care products and water stains build up on bathroom tile. Dirt accumulates in the grooves 
and ridges of the tile. You can use dish soap and warm water. Get the water to a good warm temperature in a bucket and mix 
with dish soap. Use a brush, and scrub in a circular motion with generous amounts of water and soap. Use a cup to rinse the tile. 
Wipe the tile with a dry cloth for a clean shine.
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CLEANING THE TILES WITH VINEGAR AND WATER
For tougher stains on dirty tile, you can use a vinegar and water solution 
to clean the surface. Many people mix the vinegar and water 50/50 in 
a spray bottle. If you do not have a spray bottle, you can mix it in a dish. 
Warm water is best. Spray or spread the mixture on the tile, and let it sit 
for five to seven minutes. Scrub with a stiff brush until you remove the 
dirt. Rinse with water and wipe with a cloth. You can repeat the process 
for stubborn stains.

Vinegar will also help eliminate odors. Vinegar is very acidic. Do not use 
straight vinegar as it can seep into the grout and weaken the integrity of 
the tiled floor.

CLEANING THE TILES WITH A TILE CLEANER
If you choose not to use common household items as part of your 
cleaning method, you can purchase an off-the-shelf cleaning solution at 
your favorite store. Follow the cleaning instructions on the label. You 
may still have to apply a little elbow grease to get the dirty tile as clean 
as you want.

USE A MOP IF YOU CHOOSE
You can always mop the tile floor in a traditional way. Choose your favorite cleaner and wet mop the floor. Be sure to soak up 
the excess water when you are done.

CLEANING TILED WALLS AND FLOORS IN THE SHOWER
The shower presents unique cleaning needs because of soap scum and mold. You may want to go straight to vinegar and water 
for the soap that builds up on shower wall and floor. This level of grime will require a little elbow grease to get the stains out. 
Spray your vinegar and water solution directly on the tile floor and walls. Let it sit for five to seven minutes. Use a stiff brush 
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and scrub in a circular motion. Run the shower water, and wipe down the walls and floor when your cleaning job is complete.

CLEANING MOLD OR MILDEW OFF OF TILE WITH BLEACH
If you have mold or mildew in your shower, you may have to use bleach to eliminate the problem. You have to be careful when 
using bleach as a cleaner. Mix in a spray bottle combining one part bleach with two parts water. Spray the cleaning solution on 
the infected area.

After spraying, wait five to seven minutes. The mold should begin to fade away. If there are sections where the mold is more 
persistent, use a stiff brush to scrub the mold away. You can use an old toothbrush for smaller sections and cleaning the corners. 
Completely rinse the surface of the tile with water after you are done scrubbing. To prevent mold from growing in the future, 
wipe down the shower daily to reduce the wet surfaces and moisture.

CLEANING MOLD OR MILDEW OFF OF 
TILE WITH BAKING SODA AND VINEGAR
If you are looking for a more natural cleaner to kill mold 
and mildew, you can use baking soda or white vinegar. 
Get a cup of baking soda and mix with water. Use a 
cloth, and spread evenly over the tile. Let the mixture 
sit for five to seven minutes. Use a stiff nylon brush, 
and scrub the floor or wall in a circular motion. Use a 
toothbrush for smaller areas. The mold and mildew 
should come right off. For stubborn or deeper mold 
or mildew on the tiles, repeat the process targeting 
those areas.

To use vinegar, mix the vinegar 50/50 with water. 
Spray the solution on the mold, and let sit for five to 
seven minutes. Use a stiff brush on the tile. Rinse and 
wipe with a cloth when finished cleaning.
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CLEANING MOLD OR MILDEW OFF OF TILE WITH HYDROGEN PEROXIDE
You can use hydrogen peroxide straight from the bottle. Apply to the mold-infected area. Wait three to five minutes. The 
bubbling action of the hydrogen peroxide will start to work. Use a medium-bristled brush for scrubbing. Rinse the brush in the 
process to keep it mold-free. After the area is cleared of the mold and mildew, rinse the area with water. Wipe with a dry cloth.

CLEANING TILE AND GROUT WITH STEAM
A steam cleaner is one of the most effective tools in cleaning bathroom tile and tile grout. When you clean showers, you will 
more than likely be dealing with more than just surface dirt and grime. Soap scum in the shower builds up on the tile and tile 
grout.

Portable Steam cleaners for residential use will dissolve and easily remove all of the foreign materials that have built up on the 
tile and grout. Outside the shower, a steam cleaner will also remove any personal care products, like hair spray, that have built 
up on the tile and tile grout. Using a steam cleaner does not require a lot of scrubbing because the cleaner does the work. 
Portable steam cleaners work best in the bathroom for tile and grout cleaning because you can easily maneuver them in small 
spaces.

Cleaning the tile and grout with a steam cleaner has another advantage. A steam cleaner delivers steam at high temperatures. 
These high temperatures kill the mold that resides on the tile and grout in the shower. Simply rinse and wipe any loose residue 
from the grout after cleaning. You now have clean grout and tile.

Steam cleaning grout and tile is a very natural and environmentally-friendly method to choose.

METHODS TO CLEAN GROUT
Tile grout is a porous material on tiled floors. Grout typically has a texture to it also. Both of these traits can allow dirt, grime, 
soap scum and other stains to adhere to grout. There are still plenty of DIY methods for cleaning grout lines. The tips and 
techniques below will remove the grime and mold from dirty tiles in one process.

Based on the cleaning agent you choose, here are a few materials to gather for cleaning grout.

https://www.fortador-usa.com/steam-cleaners/portable-steam-cleaner-fortador-volt-mini
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 » Grout brush

 » Hydrogen peroxide

 » Grout cleaner

 » Baking soda

CLEAN GROUT WITH VINEGAR
Some cleaners choose to pour hot water over the grout as a first step to loosen 
the dirt. Mix white vinegar 50/50 with warm water in a spray bottle. Spray the 
mixture on the grout and let it sit for five to seven minutes. Use a grout brush 
or toothbrush and scrub each section of the grout. Rinse with water when 
complete. Dry with a cloth or rag.

CLEAN GROUT WITH A BAKING SODA PASTE
This grout cleaning method can be in two steps. Pour some baking soda in a 
dish or cup. Add water to make a baking soda paste. Ensure the paste is on the 
thicker side of consistency. This natural grout cleaner allows the paste to form a 
cleaning bond to the grout. Next, spray a 50/50 mix of warm water and vinegar 
on the grout. Scrub the baking soda paste on the grout with a stiff brush and 
rinse. Repeat the cleaning process for stubborn stains. Soak up the excess water 
with a cloth or rag.

CLEAN GROUT WITH HYDROGEN PEROXIDE
You can use hydrogen peroxide straight for cleaning grout. Apply it to the grout. 
Do this job in sections to keep the hydrogen peroxide active. The bubbling action 
will begin to act on the grout. It will loosen the dirt. Scrub with a toothbrush or 
grout brush along the grout lines. Rinse with water from a cup, and soak up the 
excess water with a cloth or rag.

 » White vinegar

 » Chlorine bleach

 » Toothbrush

 » Cup for measuring

 » Spray bottle

 » Bucket

 » Rag or cloth

 » Grout sealer
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CLEAN GROUT WITH A GROUT CLEANER
A commercial grout cleaner can be a great choice for dirty grout. You can purchase them at a general discount store or your 
favorite home improvement store. Some come with applicators. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for application.

CLEAN GROUT WITH CHLORINE BLEACH
Bleach should be used sparingly when cleaning grout. If you choose to use it, mix one part bleach to two parts water. Apply to 
the dirty areas and scrub with a brush. Be sure to thoroughly rinse and wipe the area.

If you are trying different cleaning agents, be sure to clear each agent before attempting another. Traces left of a grout cleaner, 
like vinegar, when mixed with bleach will emit a toxic chlorine gas.
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How do you brighten bathroom tile grout?

Removing surface and ground in dirt will brighten up tile grout. There are several effective grout cleaning 
options. Cleaning the grout every two to three weeks will help maintain the grout’s appearance.

How do you clean and brighten grout?

For this DIY project, choose the cleaning agent that works best for you. Different types of grout in 
different conditions can respond uniquely to the agent you choose. Grout is a porous material. If one 
method does not work the way you expect, try another. Use a grout brush or an old toothbrush to 
clean grout lines.

How do I get my grout white again?

Most grout can be cleaned and whitened up again. Choose your grout cleaning agent and thoroughly 
scrub each inch of the grout. You do not have to do it all in one day. Break your grout cleaning up by 
section so it does not seem so tedious. Your grout will soon be white again.

What can be used to clean tile and grout?

For grout cleaning, you can choose a commercial grout cleaner, vinegar, hydrogen peroxide, baking 
soda or bleach. Steam from a steam cleaner can be the easiest, effective the most efficient way to clean 
grout and tile floors.

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
AND TIPS
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THE ABCS OF STEAM CLEANING 
THE KITCHEN

Cleaning and disinfecting have been on everyone’s 
minds these past few years, and with good reason. Yet, 
nowhere is a clean environment more important than 
in the kitchen, which is the literal and figurative heart of 
your home. A lot of living goes on in the kitchen as it’s 
where families tend to gather when members first come 
home, tracking in dirt, mud, slush, and all kinds of exterior 
elements. Combine that with the grease and the general 
mess that frequent cooking brings, and you have an 
environment ripe for bacteria and viruses to thrive.

Most people know that regular cleaning of their kitchen 
is a must to prevent food residue from accumulating 
on various surfaces. Like everyone else, you probably 
give the surfaces in your kitchen a thorough cleaning 
every few weeks, but have you ever given your kitchen 
a thorough deep cleaning and disinfecting of the interior 
as well as the exterior surfaces? Most likely, you have not. 
Go beyond clean your kitchen by using a steam cleaner 
like the Fortador Volt Mini.
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WHY YOUR KITCHEN NEEDS 
THE POWER OF STEAM

Steamers have the power to blast away dirt and grime with little effort, thanks to the power that these machines provide. The 
portable steam cleaner Fortador  Volt Mini allows you to apply steam to clean surfaces at a force of 101.5 psi. It also heats 
water to up a temperature of 338 degrees Fahrenheit, well above the boiling point needed to kill organisms that can cause 
sickness. The Volt Mini comes with a variety of attachments that you can use to seep clean all kinds of surfaces, from exhaust 
fans and ceiling fans to counters, appliances, garbage disposal, windows and floors. Having a clean kitchen is the first step in 
having a clean house. Get your entire kitchen beyond clean by following these tips.

https://www.fortador-usa.com/steam-cleaners/portable-steam-cleaner-fortador-volt-mini
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EIGHT STEPS FOR A KITCHEN DEEP CLEAN
1. DUST AND DECLUTTER
Clutter can make a kitchen feel messy and dirty. Before you get down to the nitty-
gritty, take stock of what is out of place and what can be thrown away. Start in one 
corner or section of the kitchen and remove everything that is not in its proper 
place. Recycle papers you don’t need and throw away items that don’t have any 
use. Take out-of-place items away from the kitchen and place them in a container 
for later organizing. You can put them in their rightful place after your kitchen is 
completely clean.

Dust everything, starting from the top and working your way down. Cleaning in 
this manner makes sense because as you dislodge the dirt at the top, it falls to the 
next lowest level, and so on. Dust light fixtures and ceiling fan blades, the top of 
the refrigerator, and any cabinets whose shelves don’t reach the ceiling. Don’t 
forget to pay attention to the range hood, small appliances that don’t get used 
often, and the area behind those appliances. Remove small appliances and put 
them in a safe place to fully clean later after you have deep cleaned the counters 
with steam. When you have dusted everything, either sweep or vacuum the 
floor to remove dirt and debris. Move large appliances to get to reach the floor 
underneath where dust bunnies and general debris accumulates. Once you have 
tidied up the kitchen, you’re ready to begin the more challenging work of cleaning 
individual items.

2. CLEAN SMALL APPLIANCES
Start with the interior of each. Remove crumbs first from your microwave and your toaster. Run a vinegar cycle through your 
coffeemaker to remove mineral residue. You don’t need to spend too much time cleaning the exterior of appliances, as steam 
will do the bulk of the work.
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3. WIPE DOWN ANYTHING WITH A HOME ON YOUR COUNTERS
The next step involves giving anything that has a permanent place on your counters some tender loving care, including trays, 
bottles, containers, a rack of mugs, canisters for various cooking necessities, and handy organizers with cooking implements. 
Dust them or wipe them down with a microfiber cloth and dishwater. Don’t forget about your dish rack, and while you’re at it, 
throw the mat underneath it into the washing machine for a thorough cleaning.

4. PREP THE EXTERIOR OF LARGE APPLIANCES
Briefly wiping down the exterior of your large appliances like the stove and oven, dishwasher and refrigerator will help prep 
those items when you use the steam cleaner on them. For gas stovetops, remove the grills and soak them if they are grimy. 
Clean electric burners with diluted dish soap, while electric glass stovetops only need wiping down with warm soapy water. The 
fronts of appliances have the most grime, along with knobs or displays, so don’t forget those areas. Refrigerator handles are 
another area that require special attention.

5. PREPARE CABINETS
Empty your cabinets, brush away crumbs and note any sticky areas. Throw out old and expired foods. Wiping down the 
interiors and exteriors of cabinets at the same time may be more convenient than preparing only the exteriors. Know what 
your cabinets are made of before you start to use the appropriate cleaning solution. Most cabinets will do just fine with a soapy 
dishwater solution. If your cabinets are made from unsealed wood, you won’t be able to steam them as the steamer can warp 
them. In that case, you may need to scrub some areas to get them clean.

6.WIPE DOWN YOUR COUNTER AND SCRUB THE SINK
Now it’s time to give your counters and sink the attention these heavily used areas deserve. Work in sections to remove 
crumbs. Take a thin knife or another thin implement to remove anything caught between the counter and your stove. Better 
yet, you may even want to move the stove partially out of its space to fully clean the sides of the counters and stove as liquids 
can drip down the sides and cake on in places you normally don’t see. Remember not to spray a white vinegar solution on 
natural stone counters as the acid can eat into the finish. Check with the counter manufacturer to see what type of cleaner you 
can use for deeper cleaning. Buff your counters dry with a microfiber cloth and then head to the next section, leaving the area 
around the sink for last.
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Cleaning your sink with hot steam is easier than you think. If you haven’t already done so, take a knife and gently dislodge any 
crumbs or gunk that may have lodged itself at the seam of the counter and the sink. Gently wipe down the surface with a 
sponge and then take a scrubbing cleanser like Barkeeper’s Friend or Bon Ami along with a non-scratch scrubbing pad to scrub 
away water and mineral stains and make it shine. If you have a garbage disposal, squeeze juice from lemons, limes, or another 
citrus fruit to keep it smelling nice.

7. EMPTY THE REFRIGERATOR
Save this preparation step for last to minimize the time that your food is out of the refrigerator. Take the time to toss any expired 
container and note where gunk and mold are from the packages you placed in there months ago and forgot. You’ll want to pay 
particular attention to those spots when you begin steam cleaning. Place all food in a cooler to keep it cold. Remove all crumbs 
using a wire brush to get into hard-to-reach nooks and crannies. As with other kitchen surfaces, you can wipe down the interior 
with a dishwater solution or use white vinegar and hot water. Soak vegetable, fruit and meat bins if you wish to make steaming 
easier. You’re now ready to begin disinfecting with your portable steam cleaner.

8. STEAM CLEAN ALL KITCHEN SURFACES
You can follow almost the same pattern of steaming as you did with preparation, starting from the top down with a few 
exceptions. Most notably, start with the inside of your refrigerator and freezer so you can put the food back in as soon as 
possible.

FRESHEN THE FRIDGE
Unplug the fridge before you start and let it come to room temperature Work on the freezer first, paying particular attention 
to the ice dispenser. Use a slim attachment to focus on removing gunk from the nooks and crannies. Hard water minerals tend 
to build up in this area, leading to an unpleasant smell. Remove the water dispenser, change the filter and clean it by also using 
a slim attachment. Wipe down those areas with a paper towel or microfiber cloth after you’re done.

Remove shelves and moveable inserts in both the refrigerator and the freezer. Crossbars underneath glass inserts above bins 
are particularly prone to spills that can hide along with accumulating crumbs. Make sure these areas are free of food residue 
before steaming. The steamer’s high temperature and power will dissolve dried on food and mold. Always work from top to 
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bottom, so you don’t have to re-steam areas that you have already 
cleaned if residue drops down from the top.

Use a small brush attachment or a narrow nozzle to get into tight 
places and get rid of sticky messes. Follow with a dry microfiber 
cloth to soak up any remaining water. Wipe down the outsides and 
insides of bins with a mixture of vinegar and water and dry them 
before putting them back into the fridge. You can also wipe down 
bottles and other food containers before replacing them inside the 
fridge and the freezer.

CLEAN YOUR LIGHT FIXTURES AND CEILING FANS
Starting once again at the top, steam clean your light fixtures and 
the blades of ceiling fans, using the smaller attachments. Proceed 
next to the range hood. These areas may have extra grease on 
them, so you may want to go over them twice or even apply an 
extra dose of cleaning solution to stubborn areas. Remove the 
metal filter from the range exhaust fan, place it on a flat surface 
with a paper towel underneath and blast steam at it. The grease 
will come right off.

STEAM CABINETS INSIDE AND OUTSIDE
If you have cabinets made of sealed wood or another type of 
material that can withstand steaming. Clean them next, working 
in small sections, wiping them dry as you go along. If your cabinets 
are made of unsealed wood, wash and dry them quickly. Wipe 
down the exteriors of bottles and packages of food that you intend 
to keep and replace them inside the cabinets once they are dry.
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STEAM CLEAN WINDOWS AND 
SLIDING DOORS

At this point in your kitchen overhaul, you may want to temporarily stop cleaning appliances and switch to brightening windows 
and doors, depending on where they are located. If they are near your appliances and counters, steam them now. If not, you 
can wait until just before you clean the floors. Use the squeegee attachment to get your windows sparkling clean. A word of 
warning: don’t steam clean your windows when it’s cold outside as the hot soapy water and pressure will cause them to crack.

MICROWAVE AND SMALL APPLIANCES
Steam the inside of your microwave next to loosen anything hardened that is still left inside and then clean the outside. You’ll 
be able to easily wipe away anything that loosens with a microfiber cloth. Do the same with any of the small appliances with 
permanent places on the counters.
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RID YOUR STOVE AND OVEN OF GREASE
Even if you regularly clean the top of the stove and e knobs and displays, some grease is bound to remain. Clean this area next, 
working your way down. Team the stove stop along with the grates and any drip plates. You’ll be able to wipe away grease and 
grime.

Before you get to the very bottom, open the oven and use the steamer inside, using a long attachment if needed. Ovens get a 
lot of caked-on and burnt residue that can be tough to clean. Steam will loosen it, allowing you to just wipe it away, all without 
harmful chemicals. Proceed to the bottom of the stove exterior.

CLEAN THE BACKSPLASH AND COUNTERTOPS
Steaming the backsplash, especially tile ones, is a great way to bring new life and restore dingy grout. Move downward from 
the tile to counters and move the steam cleaner in small sections. Us the detail nozzle to get into hard-to-reach corners and 
seams. Finish with a microfiber cloth as you work. Now is an excellent time to take out your cutting boards and disinfect them 
along with the counters, using the same cleaning method to remove any lingering bacteria. Finish by going over the sink and the 
faucets one more time, paying particular attention to the controls by using a brush attachment to blast away dirt. Avoid using 
steam on granite as the heat and pressure can damage it.

DON’T FORGET THE DISHWASHER
You have one more appliance to disinfect, your automatic dishwasher. The interior can also accumulate food and gunk, especially 
at the bottom. Door interiors can also collect dirt so pay close attention to those. Use a nozzle attachment to clean the hinges 
and door interior.

Move to the exterior, working your way slowly from the top down. Steam is appropriate for both regular and stainless steel 
surfaces. If you have white exteriors, steam will remove years of staining. Stainless steel surfaces will achieve a like-new shine 
when you wipe them down following steaming with a towel. All drawer pulls, handles and the like will look new again.
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GIVE YOUR FLOORS NEW LIFE
Your steam cleaner isn’t just for carpets. It’s also great for most types of floors, except unsealed hardwoods. Use the cleaner’s 
mop or brush attachment to make your floors really shine. You can also get behind stoves and refrigerators with long attachments 
to wash those ultra dirty areas underneath both.

OTHER AREAS TO CONSIDER
If you have time, consider cleaning the tracks to sliding doors, which are notorious for accumulating dirt, as well as your kitchen 
garbage cans. Clean both the interior and exterior surface to remove dirt and bacteria and make your trash bin look new again.

 TIPS OF SAVING MONEY WITH STEAM CLEANING
The most significant benefit of using steam to clean your kitchen is that it kills harmful bacteria. It also doesn’t leave any 
residue, unlike chemical and bleach cleaners. As an added benefit, you’ll also save money in the long run with this user-friendly 
cleaning method as you won’t have to buy all kinds of cleaning products, plus you’ll have your kitchen looking sparkling clean 
and sanitized in no time.
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COMPLETE GUIDE FOR DEEP CLEAN A 
MATTRESS & STAINS REMOVAL

Many people take good care of their mattresses 
after purchasing them, protecting them with quality 
mattress covers, and regularly changing bedding. 
Yet, no matter how well we think we take care of 
them, all mattresses can benefit from a periodic deep 
cleaning? Does that mattress smell as fresh as it did 
on the day it was delivered? Chances are it does not. 
Dust, dust mites, dirt, pets, kids, and more all take 
their toll. You probably haven’t thought about it, but 
every night when you sleep, you contribute to the 
problem as you shed dead skin cells, hair, and up to a 

pint of body fluid as you sleep. We spend up to a third 
of our lives in bed, so it’s important that you keep it as 
clean as possible.

At least one study suggests that mattresses typically 
contain anywhere from 100,000 to 10 million dust 
mites. If you struggle with allergies or asthma, deep 
cleaning and maintaining your mattress is especially 
important. Here is how to clean a mattress easily 
and effectively and keep it in top condition using the 
Fortador Volt Mini steam cleaner
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1- PREPARING TO CLEAN A 
MATTRESS

Like any deep cleaning task you perform with a steam cleaner, proper preparation is essential for getting the best results. 
Before starting, read the care guide from the mattress manufacturer to learn if there are any cleaning substances you should 
avoid when cleaning it. Knowing whether you have a single-sided or double-sided also makes a difference in how you clean it, 
as you’ll have to flip over a double-sided mattress and allow additional time for the job. Follow these steps first before using 
steam for deep cleaning.
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1.1 START EARLY IN THE DAY TO FINISH MATTRESS 
CLEANING BEFORE BED TIME
Allow yourself sufficient time not only to thoroughly clean the 
mattress but also to let it dry sufficiently. This step is crucial if 
you have a heavily stained mattress that may need extra work. 
Allowing the mattress to dry adequately before you sleep on it is 
essential for preventing mold and mildew.

1.2 STRIP THE BED
Remove all blankets, sheets, and pillows, along with the mattress 
topper, if you have one before you begin. Wash all of your bedding 
in hot water to kill germs and bacteria. Check the care instructions 
on bedding tags to determine if you can also dry everything on 
high heat to sanitize these items thoroughly. After all, if you’re 
sanitizing your mattress, don’t you want the bedding the goes 
on top of it to be clean as well? Don’t forget to wash the pillows, 
as these tend to absorb a lot of sweat and dead skin cells. When 
you place the bedding on your mattress, it will also be cleaner and 
healthier, which is the goal of deep cleaning.

1.3 DEODORIZE
If the outdoor temperature is warm enough, open the windows to 
get fresh air into the room. Sprinkle a generous portion of baking 
soda across the mattress surface and rub it in with your hands. 
Let it sit for at least 10 minutes to allow the baking soda to bind 
with surface moisture and start the odor-elimination process. For 
a sour-smelling mattress, let the baking soda sit for one hour. If 
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the mattress smells of urine or has another strong odor, you may want to leave the baking soda on the surface for 24 hours.

Be generous with the amount of baking soda you use. Twin mattresses need at least one cup of baking soda. If the mattress is 
bigger or smaller, adjust the baking soda accordingly.

1.4 THOROUGHLY VACUUM THE MATTRESS
After the baking soda has had sufficient time to soak up odors, run a vacuum cleaner hand attachment over the entire surface. 
Take special care to hold the attachment in areas that have more frequent contact with skin so you will siphon off as many 
microscopic dead skin cells and dust mites as possible. Pay special attention to where your head and feet usually are. If you 
have a wide-mouth hose attachment with a rating brush, use this type and use small, circular motions across the entire surface. 
Make sure the attachment gets a close suction to the mattress. Vacuuming is vital as it removes as much dirt and loose fibers 
as possible so the steam can penetrate further into the mattress.
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2 - REMOVING STAINS FROM YOUR 
MATTRESS OR DEEP CLEAN

If your mattress doesn’t have any visible stains, you can most likely skip this next step, but even if you only have one stain on 
the mattress surface, you should pre-treat it to ensure that you can remove it. Yellow stains are the most common, but they 
can come from different sources, requiring different types of pre-treatment. Identify what caused the stain and then base your 
treatment on the source. Note that stubborn stains may require several passes before the stain disappears. Never use any 
harsh chemicals on your mattress, as these can damage its integrity.
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2.1 SWEAT MATTRESS STAINS
These are the most common yellow stains you’ll find on a mattress 
and are the easiest to remove. Oils from your skin, along with salt and 
moisture, cause these yellow stains. You can remove most sweat stains 
with a combination of dish soap or laundry detergent mixed with luke 
warm water. Mix the detergent vigorously with water until thick suds 
form. Dab the mixture onto the stain with a sponge or a cloth and rub 
in a circular motion over the stain until it fades. For stubborn sweat 
stains, fill a spray bottle with stain remover like hydrogen peroxide or 
white vinegar and spray it on the spot. Let it sit for five minutes and 
then blot. Repeat as necessary.

2.2 URINE MATTRESS STAINS
If you have young children, urine stains are common. Removing pee 
stains will take longer as these yellow stains are more stubborn. You 
can try using the same mixture of laundry or dish detergent to remove 
the stains but use a paper towel to blot into the stain every few minutes 
for hygiene purposes. Adding baking soda to the detergent and water 
solution can speed the process. For old stains, make a paste of hydrogen 
peroxide and baking soda and dab it on the urine stain. Let it sit for a 
few moments, and then remove it with a rag. Neutralize the odor by 
blotting vinegar on the area after you have removed the stain.

If you have pet urine stains, you’ll need a stronger solution. Fill a 
container with a mixture of hydrogen peroxide, baking soda and dish 
soap. Gently shake it to create a bubbling mixture that you can place on 
a rag and dab on the yellowed urine area. Use paper towels to drain the 
excess liquid and follow with white vinegar to neutralize the odor.
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2.3 BLOOD STAINS
Anyone who has ever dealt with bloodstains on clothing knows you have to work hard to get them out. Removing blood can 
take as long as 30 minutes. Mix dish soap or laundry detergent with cold water and press it into the area until the stain lifts. 
Alternately, make a paste with baking soda and cold water. Apply it to the stain and let it sit for 30 minutes before removing the 
mixture with a damp cloth. If that doesn’t work, try a mix of baking soda and professional stain remover or hydrogen peroxide 
on the stain, leaving it for the same amount of time.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR MEMORY FOAM MATTRESSES
Memory foam mattresses can harbor smells because of their structure, so you may want to do the extra work. When using 
baking soda, make sure you rub it in before vacuuming it. Wiping a water and vinegar solution over the surface can also help. 
Remember to wipe off excess liquid.

Another magic solution is a paste made of salt, hydrogen peroxide and cornstarch. Apply the paste to any stained area on a 
memory foam mattress, let it sit, and then scrape out the dried paste. Saturate the area with cold water and then blot it dry. 
Remove any lingering salt with a scraper.

Using meat tenderizer is another way to spot clean a memory foam mattress, and it’s a somewhat surprising one. As with other 
natural techniques, combine it with water and rub it into your mattress, allowing it to sit for an hour before removing it with a 
soaked cloth.



62

3 - THOROUGH CLEANING WITH STEAM

Many how-to articles will simply tell you to continue with drying and deodorizing once you have removed the stains and 
scrubbed the top part of your mattress, but to get it extra clean and as close to new condition as possible, you need to steam 
clean it. Here is how to accomplish that.
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3.1 WHY YOU SHOULD FINISH THE JOB WITH STEAM CLEANING
The Fortador Volt Mini has more power than most other steamers appropriate for home use. It produces steam at 101.5 psi 
and can heat water to a maximum of 38 degrees Fahrenheit. Those figures are more than enough to blast away and kill any 
dust mites, bed bugs, and other harmful organisms that your mattress may harbor, even after surface scrubbing and stain 
removal. Steam reaches down into mattress fibers where those organisms tend to lurk.

Check our Guide for bed bugs removal

3.2 STEAM CLEANING METHOD FOR MATTRESSES
Fill the Volt Mini’s water tank and allow the unit to heat sufficiently. Attach the upholstery wand to the hose, as this attachment 
will help soak up any excess moisture.

Hold the upholstery attachment just above the mattress and apply the steam in long, slow strokes. Start at the top left corner 
and move to the right and down until you have covered the entire top of the mattress in steam. Note how the mattress feels 
with your first few strokes. It should be damp but not wet to the touch. If you think that the mattress is too wet, adjust the 
settings on the Volt Mini or hold the steaming wand farther away from the surface.

Don’t forget to steam the sides of the mattress in the same manner. Bed bugs and dust mites tend to congregate on the sides, 
so you’ll want to pay close attention when cleaning this area. Continue to move slowly to ensure that you achieve a deep clean. 
If you have a flippable mattress, turn it over and steam clean the other side. If you still have some stubborn stains, run the 
steamer several times over the same spot. You may also want to apply your chosen cleaner to the area again before running 
the wand over the area a second or third time.

3.3 LET IT AIR DRY
Most mattresses take about two to four hours to dry completely. You can do several things to speed up the process. Open the 
windows and run fans in the room. Move the mattress to an area with direct sunlight, if possible. Another option involves taking 
the mattress outside if you have a clean space to place it in direct sunlight on a warm day. Make sure the top of the mattress is 
completely dry before starting on the other side if you have a flippable mattress.

https://www.fortador-usa.com/industries/bed-bugs
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Check to see that the mattress is thoroughly dry 
before putting the sheets and the rest of the bedding 
back on. Take dry towels and press them hard into 
the mattress surface, especially on areas that may 
have received extra moisture from scrubbing. If 
any moisture appears on the towels, you’ll need to 
wait to make your bed. Waiting until the mattress is 
fully air dry to make the bed is critical, so mold and 
mildew don’t begin growing. After all, you just got 
rid of unwanted organisms. Putting bedding on too 
soon will defeat the purpose.

3.4 GIVE YOUR MATTRESS A FRESHNESS 
BOOST
To make that fresh smell last longer, mix baking soda, 
water, and a small amount of essential oil in a bottle 
and lightly spray it on the mattress. Be careful not to 
spray too much, so the surface doesn’t become wet 
again.

3.5 DON’T FORGET THE BEDFRAME
Cleaning your bedframe or divan after cleaning your 
mattress makes sense. Dust and vacuum it to get rid 
of all dust and dirt, paying particular attention to the 
slats on which the mattress sits. Depending on what 
the frame is made of, you may also be able to steam 
clean it.
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4 - TIPS FOR KEEPING YOUR 
MATTRESS CLEAN

Follow these easy tips to keep your mattress fresh and in top condition. By doing so, you can lengthen the time between or 
even eliminate frequent deep cleanings.

1. Spot clean stains as soon as they happen to prevent them from setting in. Flip and rotate your mattress after every cleaning

2. Vacuum entire mattress regularly to get rid of hair, dirt, and microscopic particles.

3. Air out your mattress, removing all bedding along with the mattress protector. If yours is easy to move, take it outside. This 
action helps moisture to evaporate.



66

4. Wash your bedding weekly to keep the environment hygienic.

5. Use a mattress protector or mattress pad and wash them once a month. These waterproof covers fit snugly on your mattress 
and help extend its life.

6. Flip or rotate your mattress every three months. Although you don’t need to flip pillow-top mattresses, you should regularly 
rotate them to make them last longer.

7. Don’t eat or drink in bed to prevent spills and crumbs from accumulating stain.

8. Limit pets on the bed. Although it is comforting to snuggle with your furry friend, doing so may harm your mattress. Your 
pet may have fleas, dirty paws, or have an accident on the bed, resulting in stains and odors. Sharp claws can also scratch 
and damage the mattress. If you do allow pets on your bed, make sure they don’t jump on it after coming in from a muddy 
romp outside

9. Minimize moisture levels in your bedroom. Keep your bedroom cool and dry. Cooler temperatures are ideal for sleep, but 
they will also prevent sweating in bed while you dream, further protecting your mattress. The room needs to be dry as well. 
If you live in a coastal or similar environment with high humidity, consider investing in a dehumidifier. Lower humidity levels 
will discourage mold and mildew growth as well as keep your interior air healthier.

HOW OFTEN SHOULD I STEAM CLEAN A MATTRESS?
Deep cleaning your mattress is essential for good hygiene and health as it keeps your sleeping environment clean and healthy. 
Steam clean your mattress every six months if you have a dirty mattress. If you have kids or pets, you may have to shorten the 
interval to every few months. By maintaining your mattress, vacuuming it often, and removing stains as they occur, you won’t 
have to steam clean it as often. A clean mattress can improve your home’s air quality, your health, and your sleep.
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HOW TO START A RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL CLEANING BUSINESS

Owning and running your own cleaning business 
can be exciting and rewarding. There is a lot 
that goes into making your cleaning business 
successful. Starting a cleaning business from 
scratch takes time and attention to detail. Some 
of the activities associated with starting a cleaning 
business have nothing to do with cleaning services 

themselves. Activities, such as legal set up and 
accounting services will help keep you protected 
and financially organized.

You will have to make some important decisions in 
all functions and areas of your cleaning business. 
Let’s get started.
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THE INDUSTRY OUTLOOK

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics is projecting that employment in the cleaning industry will increase 6% from 2020 to 2030. 
Cleaning jobs will grow as fast as the average. Cleaning jobs are essential to keep the commercial buildings clean and safe. 
People employed in this industry do not require a formal education, so employees can be easier to find for your business.

DEFINE YOUR BUSINESS SERVICES
A cleaning business can be segmented into two types of cleaning businesses; residential and commercial. Typically, residential 
cleaning is defined as cleaning a customer’s primary or secondary residence. Residential cleaning can be broken down into 
different segments.



69

1. BASIC CLEANING
Each of your customers will have different cleaning needs. Basic cleaning can include dusting, vacuuming, bathroom cleaning, 
surface cleaning throughout the house, sweeping and mopping floors and wiping down the appliances.

Some customers in your cleaning business may want window cleaning once a month or once every two months.

2. SEASONAL CLEANING SERVICE
Some customers may want your services three to four times per year. The customers may keep up with day-to-day cleaning 
but want a deeper clean a few times per year. This could include carpet cleaning, walls, baseboards and ceiling fans.

Another cleaning opportunity is doing home cleaning in preparation for the holidays and parties. As friends and family gather 
for special occasions, you could relieve the host’s stress with your cleaning business.

3. MOVE-IN OR MOVE-OUT CLEANING SERVICES
When tenants move out, landlords may want a professional cleaning service to get their house back in order. You can offer 
debris removal as part of your cleaning services if you choose.

4. COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Commercial cleaning can involve many types of commercial or business buildings. Common commercial buildings include the 
following:

 » Office buildings

 » Schools

 » Apartment buildings

 » Libraries

 » Hotels

 » Restaurants

 » Insurance offices

 » Car dealerships

 » Sporting facilities

 » Child care centers

 » Coffee shops

 » Dental offices

 » Department stores

 » Veterinarian offices

 » Distribution centers



70

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT FOR RESIDENTIAL ONLY
Residential cleaning customers may be easier to acquire. Cleaning a person’s house can involve less training, and almost feel like 
an extension of cleaning your own house. Although a steamer is recommended, there may not be any specialized equipment 
for house cleaning services.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT FOR COMMERCIAL ONLY
Many customers looking to hire a commercial cleaning service will want references and cleaning experience. If you do not have 
either, it may initially limit your commercial cleaning services.

Commercial cleaning jobs can take longer to get. There may be multiple decision-makers and potentially a formal approval 
process to hire a new cleaning company. Some commercial buildings may have a contract in place with an existing cleaning 
company.

If you want to get your commercial cleaning business off the ground, and potentially acquire customers quicker, one approach 
is to build a base of residential customers, and then move to commercial cleaning.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT USING A HYBRID APPROACH
Another approach is to do residential cleaning, and then be very selective and targeted on potential customers for commercial 
cleaning. Consider more local businesses with simple commercial cleaning needs. An example might be a smaller car dealership. 
This would allow you to prove yourself and gain valuable cleaning experience. You would then be prepared for larger cleaning 
jobs in the future.
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WRITE YOUR CLEANING SERVICES 
BUSINESS PLAN

Your cleaning company business plan is for you and others who may need to evaluate and support your cleaning business. 
Completing a business plan will allow you to think and consider many topics that will impact your cleaning service. You can 
refer back to it as you begin to run your business.

There are quality business plan templates that you can find for your new business. As you complete each section of the business 
plan, be as accurate as possible. If there is a topic in the business plan that you are not familiar with, do more research to support 
a successful cleaning business. There are common parts of a business plan.

Executive Summary – This should explain what you do at a high level. List your short and long-term objectives and the 
resources you are going to need to achieve them.
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Products and Cleaning Services – List your residential or commercial cleaning services. Explain the house cleaning solutions 
that you are bringing to the market.

Leadership and People – Define who will be leading the cleaning business and his or her back ground. Forecast when and 
how many people you plan to hire.

Cleaning Market Analysis – Define your customers, insights, trends and challenges that your cleaning business may encounter.

Competitive Analysis – Do research on your competitors. Find out how many cleaning companies are in your market. 
Potentially look to hire one of the companies for a cleaning job before you start. This can give you insights on local house 
cleaning. Through Internet, social media and phone calls, learn about your competition. List what you find in this section.

Business Goals – Write down what you hope to achieve in your cleaning business, and how you plan to get there. Talk about 
your marketing, how you plan to acquire customers, and how you plan to make money.

Financial Plans and Needs – Your new business is going to have startup costs. You can list what you plan on spending on 
cleaning supplies, marketing, transportation, wages and other costs. Project your revenue 12 months out.

HIRE A BUSINESS ATTORNEY
An experienced business attorney is worth the money. Law firms often have attorneys that specialize in different types of 
businesses. Try to hire an attorney for your cleaning business that has other clients in the cleaning industry. He or she will know 
the small nuances of the industry.

Attorneys are in business to make money also. Be sure to set a budget for law services, and be upfront with your budget.

CHOOSE A BUSINESS NAME
This is rarely an easy task. Your business name needs to have an element of eye-catching creativity, and tell what your business 
does. You want customers and clients to remember your name.

The Small Business Association (SBA) is a good resource to determine if your business name already exists as well as other 
important topics in starting your business.
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SELECT AND SET UP YOUR BUSINESS ENTITY
As a business owner, you have choices on how to set up your cleaning business. Consult your attorney and accountant on what 
the best fit is for your particular business. The type of business entity you choose will dictate many things including how you 
file your personal and business taxes.

There are four types of business entities or structures.

Sole proprietorship – Many new businesses that start out with one owner choose a sole proprietorship. It is simple and 
straight forward.

Partnership – If more than one person owns the cleaning business, the IRS would consider it a partnership. The business 
partners share in the profits and the liabilities.

Limited Liability Company (LLC) – This type of business set up allows the owners and partners to limit their personal liability. 
The owners can realize the tax benefits of a partnership.

Corporation – This business entity is designed to be separate from its owners. The corporation for your cleaning business will 
hold the liability, pay taxes and hold the assets.

SET UP YOUR BUSINESS ACCOUNTING AND BOOKKEEPING
A sound set of business books is critical to a successful business. The books for your cleaning business will track and record 
revenue, expenses, payroll, taxes and other business categories.

There are accounting software packages you can buy for your cleaning business. Some business owners choose to save money 
and do their business books themselves. It is definitely possible to do that. Other business owners find that allocating the time 
to do accounting takes away from core business services, such as cleaning for customers.

If you have a capable family member who you trust with your business information, you may consider him or her for bookkeeping.

As you start your small business, your financial transactions will be fewer in number. As your cleaning service business builds, 
the transactions will increase proportionally. You could start a cleaning business with a relative doing your books, and then 
transition to a professional accountant as you grow.
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Hiring a professional accountant for your cleaning business has its advantages. There are costs associated with this business 
service. Some of the advantages of choosing a business accountant include: accuracy, tax filing services, timely services and 
payroll processing services.

COMPUTE YOUR CLEANING BUSINESS STARTUP COSTS
As you look to start a cleaning business, you will have many different categories of costs. Some of the cleaning business costs 
will be one-time occurrences for your company, and some will be re-occurring.

Here are some capital commercial and house cleaning business costs to remember as you choose equipment and supplies.

START UP ITEMS AND SERVICES
Transportation – Driving in a company van or commercial cleaning truck to your customer’s house or business is the way to 
go. For maid service, you can use a smaller economical car. Consider storage for supplies, power and configurations of the 
different cleaning business vehicles you look at.

Initial professional fees – Local business licenses and business entity set up costs are two that you can count on. You will need 
to register your business at a small cost.

Cleaning tools – Buckets, mops, dusters, sponges, carts, plastic bins, hoses and electric extension cords are all things you can 
buy to support your cleaning services.

CLEANING EQUIPMENT
Think about what it will take to complete a job as you start a cleaning business. Your clients will be impressed and appreciate a 
job well done if you use commercial equipment.

A commercial vacuum cleaner will make all the difference. The industrial motor, bag and cleaning power will allow you to take 
on any cleaning job. Commercial vacuum cleaners can last longer as they can have higher duty ratings. Plan to purchase more 
than one for home cleaning in case one stops working or you have concurrent jobs for different clients.



75

A portable steam cleaner will prepare you to thoroughly clean your clients’ houses and the buildings for your business customers. 
A portable electric steam cleaner is the choice for most cleaning businesses. This type of steam cleaner lets you clean all rooms 
and furniture. If your clients want their kitchen or bathroom comprehensively cleaned, a steam cleaner can do that. Steam 
cleaning is also the best way to clean and eliminate mold on bathroom tiled floors.

For a hotel or home rental commercial cleaning job, a steam cleaner can be used to clean mattresses and other furniture.

Having a steam cleaner as part of your company can set you apart from other cleaning companies.

START UP SUPPLIES
As you open your cleaning business from scratch, you will need cleaning supplies. Consider the quality and costs of the cleaning 
chemicals. You will more than likely find a few brands of cleaning chemicals that work best for your commercial and house 
cleaning jobs.

Consider buying your cleaning supplies, including paper towels and gloves from a warehouse club or from an online bulk 
distributor.

There are environmentally friendly cleaning supplies on the market. You can market this environmentally friendly service. Some 
clients will appreciate this aspect of your services.

Disinfectants are becoming an important part of a company providing cleaning services. As you buy your supplies, you may 
want to have some stronger disinfectants in your inventory. Businesses of many kinds may have higher demand for this type of 
cleaning. Offering disinfecting services can lead to higher frequency cleaning for some clients.

PLAN YOUR FINANCES
As you look to start a cleaning business, finances will be critical. Planning and understanding where the money will come from 
to fund your cleaning business is the first step.

Some people looking to start a business go to friends and family. Although that may seem like an easy path to business ownership, 
it can create conflict down the road. If you choose this path for your cleaning business, be selective as you do not want your 
business to ruin a relationship.
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If you have your own means of funding your business, that can be an ideal solution. You may have saved money to start. There 
are also programs to access 401K savings for the right opportunity.

Business bank loans are also available. There may be grants in your area that support new business ownership. Do your research 
to access the right financing for your cleaning business.

Be sure to do a forecast on your business fund needs. As an example, if you have a loan for your cleaning vehicle or employees 
to pay, customers may not pay for 30 days. You are still expected to pay all of your bills. Plan for the right amount of business 
cash flow. If you need help, a business accountant can set that up for you.

Some small business owners believe in starting small to grow big. Maybe you do not need the biggest and best cleaning van to 
start out. Purchasing a used model in good condition, and then saving for the cleaning van of your dreams, can be a safer path 
for your company.

APPLY FOR A BUSINESS LICENSE
Some cities, states and other levels of government 
require a business license for your cleaning business. 
You can do Internet research or contact your local 
court house for this information.

Applications for your cleaning business can typically 
be completed online or in person. Be prepared to 
wait for your business license. It can take up to 12 
weeks. There is often a nominal fee associated with 
the application.

OPEN A BUSINESS BANK ACCOUNT
Most cleaning businesses will open business bank accounts in preparation for transacting with customers, cleaning supply 
purchases and paying employees. Opening a business bank account is not that difficult if you are prepared with the proper 
documents and information.
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You can often apply online. Doing so should take you under 20 minutes. Banks can vary on the time they take for approvals 
and the actual opening of the account. If you do personal banking at a specific bank, you can contact them and inquire about a 
business account for your new cleaning business. Generally, it will take a bank one to seven days to review your application. It 
will take approximately one to four weeks for your account to be open.

You could call a local bank to see what documents they require. Some of the most common documents include, the certificate 
of incorporation, employer identification number (EIN), business formation documents, and your business license. If you are 
working on your own, your social security number may serve the same purpose as an EIN. Requirements will vary based on 
your business set up as a sole proprietorship, a limited liability corporation or corporation.

OBTAIN LIABILITY INSURANCE
Liability insurance is designed to protect you as a business owner. This form of business insurance will prevent you and your 
partners from being held responsible for your cleaning company’s debts or losses.

As a business owner, liability insurance also protects you from claims that could be raised against your cleaning business. Work 
with your insurance agent to determine the best level of insurance for your cleaning business.

CHOOSE A LOCATION FOR YOUR CLEANING BUSINESS
As you start your cleaning business from scratch, you will get to choose a business location. Many businesses operate out 
of the owner’s house. You could potentially do that, and save money on initial costs. Because your services take place at the 
client’s house or business, they will not be coming to your business location.

Some local ordinances restrict businesses from operating out of a home. You will also need a place to park your company 
vehicle. If you are storing business supplies and other inventory at your home, be sure to have the proper insurance. Check 
with your insurance agent to make sure you are covered.

As your business grows, you could look to rent commercial space. Small business owners providing on-site services can find 
smaller locations in business parks. Business parks provide parking spaces and can have small storage spaces that are just right 
for a company like yours. Have your attorney review the lease as you start a cleaning business.
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PLAN YOUR BRAND IMAGE
There are many aspects that will go into the image of your businesses. The services you provide will be supported by your 
image. Here are few questions you can answer to help define your brand.

 » Who are my customers and clients?

 » What cleaning services will I offer?

 » What sets my cleaning services apart from the competition?

 » Why will customers choose my cleaning service?

 » What are the values of my business?

 » What will motivate clients to return for another cleaning job?

Use this information to create your marketing, advertising and online presence.

CREATE YOUR LOGO
An effective logo is easily recognizable, and stands out in a crowd. It should be readable from a distance so potential customers 
can see your business name. A business logo does not cost as much as in the past. You can find local talent or professionals on 
the Internet.

If you are looking for a unique local art resource, check with a local tattoo artist. He or she may be happy to economically 
create a business logo for your company.

TRADITIONAL MEDIA MARKETING AND ADVERTISING
Once starting a cleaning business, you are going to want to get the word out to gain residential and commercial cleaning clients. 
Here are a few ideas to get your cleaning services known in the market.

WRAP YOUR COMPANY CAR, VAN OR TRUCK
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You can get great graphics from a local sign shop that wraps vehicles. As you drive your vehicle from house to house, people 
will notice your service offerings. Having your contact information, company name, and a list of your services in colorful bold 
lettering can be effective.

ADVERTISE IN THE LOCAL PAPER
It does not have to be the traditional newspaper. There are often weekly papers that feature local businesses and fliers. Potential 
customers may come to know your services this way. Senior citizens looking for your services are often readers of local papers.

You could offer an introductory service offer, such as a discount off a first cleaning or a lower hourly rate for the first two 
months. Get your company name and the great services you provide out there. You may find other service providers in the 
same paper. Go right along side them as local papers often become a resource.

GET BUSINESS CARDS
In your startup cleaning business, you need to use as many inexpensive ways as possible to market your business. A business 
card can be used to advertise your house cleaning company.

There are many places you can post your business cards. These include, hair salons, churches, senior apartment buildings, local 
coffee shops and more.

Use word of mouth to your advantage. If you do a great job for your clients, leave your business card with them. As you start 
out, you may have to offer small incentives to get clients. Have a set of cards for current clients that offer a referral bonus or 
discount for referrals. Your residential cleaning client base can grow through a trusted network of friends.

BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS SELLING
To gain commercial clients as you start a cleaning business, you will more than likely have to phone or visit the client’s place 
of business. Starting a cleaning business in the commercial market may take a little longer to realize revenue. Companies take 
longer to make decisions to change cleaning companies; you may not acquire customers as quickly.

Here are a few things you can do to sell your services to commercial clients.
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Get professional brochures made – Having a brochure that details your company and your services lets the potential customer 
have something in hand to review after you leave. You can list your rates per hour if you wish. Clients appreciate transparency.

Get a list of local businesses – Use the Internet, Chamber of Commerce or purchase a list of all the businesses in your target 
market. As you start a cleaning business, you will have time to cold call these potential clients on the phone. Set an appointment 
to understand their needs and how your services can help them.

Network at local apartment association meetings – Often you can join as an affiliate member. Attend meetings, get to know the 
landlords, and market your services.

Gain new clients in the same building – If you have one job in a building, every time you are there cleaning, stop by one or two 
other potential clients in the same building to see if they have needs for your great services.

Prepare an elevator pitch – Be prepared to professionally convey your company branding message and services in one to two 
minutes. Include your strengths, like having insurance, completing a job on time, and other things that can set your company 
apart.

CREATE A WEBSITE
Your website will be an extension of your brand. It will also be a means by which clients will contact you for services. Starting a 
cleaning business without an effective website can limit your success. You need to decide what to include on your website. Go 
with your initial plan and make changes to improve it along the way.

Here are a few things to consider when creating your website.

Follow the color scheme and branding from your business cards and vehicle wrap.

Include an “About Us” page for customers to learn about you and your company.

List the services you offer.

Create a “Contact Us” page or enable electronic appointment setting.

Provide links to your social media accounts.
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EMAIL CAMPAIGNS AND FOLLOW UP
If you include the ability to email bills to your commercial and house cleaning clients, you will get their email address. Many 
platforms, such as Constant Contact, let you create regular email touchpoints with your customers. You should also encourage 
customers to write a review on the cleaning job you performed for them.

Independent reviews and ratings act like electronic forms of word-of-mouth advertising. High cleaning job ratings for your 
company can result in more customers!

SOCIAL MEDIA FOR BUSINESSES
Social media uses social methods to connect you with customers and potential cleaning customers. Social media is now a must 
as you start a cleaning business. It can be overwhelming and confusing. Let us break a few things down.

At a minimum, your cleaning business should have a Facebook and Twitter account. Instagram also offers opportunities to 
engage your customer base. Imagine if you promoted your house cleaning to home owners in a specific zip code.
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Social media is about being engaged. If you are not comfortable with social media, perhaps engage a friend or child who is a 
user, and is familiar with the platforms.

Many business owners ask how often they should post on social media. Posting once a week may be good in your market. An 
effective post might be posting before and after pictures from a job you did in the area. Be promotional if you are looking to 
drive cleaning around the holidays or other events.

Here is an example of a post that might be good for the month of May:

“Congratulations to the Grand View High School graduates. With parties coming up, if you are looking to alleviate the burden 
of cleaning your house, let us help. We are house cleaning experts, and will get your house ready for your party.”

If you have customer complaints on social media, be sure to effectively address them. Other customers will respect your 
upfront approach and response.

SETTING YOUR CLEANING RATES AND PRICING STRUCTURE
Do research on what prices are being charged for the same services in your market. Two of the ways you can charge for your 
services are per hour and by job type.

CHARGING AN HOURLY RATE
Charging an hourly rate is simple for customers to understand. Give thought to the hourly variable and fixed costs that go into 
a cleaning job. Ensure you are making the money you expect.

Here are a few things to consider when setting an hourly rate.

Location of the cleaning job – You may provide your cleaning services in a larger geographical area. If your cleaning job requires 
you to travel a long distance, you may want to consider a travel fee.

Minimum hourly cleaning job – For you and your employees to drive and clean a house or business for one hour, it would not 
be worth it. Your hourly rate would realistically not cover the expenses for one hour. You can establish an hourly minimum of 
two hours if you wish.
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Social Media for Businesses

Loyalty discount or frequency rate – If you have clients that sign up for frequent cleanings over a year’s time, you can offer 
them a loyalty discount or a lower hourly rate.

CHARGING A FLAT RATE BY JOB TYPE
You will want to accurately estimate your time and the supplies you will use when you determine your flat rate. Flat rates are 
often used for apartment cleanouts or even normal cleaning work. As you estimate the job, be sure to allocate costs from 
supplies, such as paper towels, cleaning chemicals and gloves.

REMEMBER YOUR FIXED COSTS
As you calculate your profit margins, be sure to include your fixed costs, such as insurance, vehicle payments, mobile phone 
and other costs that do not fluctuate with the business.

AN ADD-ON SALES IDEA
After a cleaning, some clients may want their house smelling fresh. You could potentially purchase air fresheners in bulk to 
resell at a modest profit. Have a variety of scents, and add more value to your service in a customer’s house.

ACCEPTING PAYMENTS
There are three main means of payment.

Cash – Some people will want to pay in cash. Be sure to have change.

Check – This is the riskiest form of payment for your company. Some checks bounce due to insufficient funds.

Credit card – Although there will be merchant fees, you get your payment immediately. Credit cards are convenient, so expect 
high use of them.

Mobile payment option – There are plenty of choices if you choose to accept credit cards on your phone. Some clients may 
find high value in the service of being able to accept credit cards at their house.
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PEOPLE AND HIRING PLANNING
You may start by doing the cleaning appointment settings and the cleaning jobs yourself. As your business grows, you will want 
to hire people to clean along with you. You cannot be in two places at once.

For cleaners, you can pay them a competitive hourly rate. Some people are looking for part time work in their area, and your 
job may be a fit. Be sure your employees are bonded and insured to cover your business in the case of employee thefts and 
accidents.

There may come a time where you want to hire a full or part time office person. Having someone to answer the phones, set 
appointments, billing and other administrative tasks can free you up to clean and get new business.
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How do I start my own house cleaning service?

Begin with a plan and know your market. The more you treat it like a true business and review your 
financials, marketing and other functions, the more profitable it will be for you.

Can you run a cleaning business from home?

Absolutely. Cleaning businesses often start from a home. Make sure there are no local ordinances or 
neighborhood rules that prevent home-based businesses or from parking your company car in the 
driveway.

How much do house cleaning business owners make?

According to ZipRecruiter, the average salary for a cleaning business owner is $55,949 in 2021. It can 
range from under $20,000 to over $100,000 per year.

How much money do I need to start a cleaning business?

Startup costs for a cleaning business are relatively low. You can start up a cleaning business from between 
$2,000 and $10,000.

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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