
COMBAT REPORT:
F/Lt F J Howell - Red 1, A Flight, 609 Squadron 

I was Red 1 with 3 other aircraft in line astern formation. Patrolled Brooklands area 10,000 
feet. Saw many enemy aircraft and AA bursts over London. I lost sight temporarily of Sorbo 
Leader so climbed up to 20,000 feet. Large formation of Me110s coming in from the north. 
I told each ‘Red’ aircraft to pick own target as e/a were flying in wide formation. I dived and 
attacked one Me110 giving three seconds burst from about 350 – 150 yards. Broke away 
narrowly missing it as it turned in same direction. I looked above me and saw one Me110 
spinning down with one wing completely broken away, and another explode in mid-air, 
engine cowling and pieces of aircraft flung in every direction. I presume one of these was 
the one I attacked. I climbed into the sun and was attacked by another Spitfire, tracer bullets 
going past my starboard wing. Climbed into sun and attacked one Ju88 of large formation. 
Smoke came from one engine, 3 seconds burst. Climbed again and attacked another Ju88 of 
same squadron. This was coloured completely black all over. One second burst at close range, 
but had to break away as I was myself attacked by four yellow-nosed 109s (Ju88 claimed 
probably destroyed because this type believed almost unmanageable with one engine u/s).

COMBAT REPORT:
P/O M E Staples - Red 2, A Flight, 609 Squadron 

I was flying Red 2 in the squadron which was ordered to patrol Windsor and Brooklands at 
10,000 feet. Red Section was acting as top guard. We patrolled our area for about half an hour 
and I saw nothing but AA bursts the other (eastern side) of London. The first e/a I saw were 
fighters about 10,000 feet above us as Red 1 led the section up and into the sun. I had not yet 
seen the force that we were to attack. Having reached a very advantageous position in the sun, 
Red 1 gave the order to attack and we dived individually from line astern onto a large formation 
of Me110s. I selected a tight formation of 3 110s and opened fire at the right-hand aircraft. I 
gave him a six and eight second burst and noticed some return fire which ceased fairly soon. I 
closed to about 10 yards, before breaking off. Red 3 reports that he saw this aircraft turn on its 
back and lose height. I turned and fired at 2 other Me110s each of which I damaged, but I broke 
away without seeing what became of them. I then noticed cannon shells passing my port wing 
tip from astern. I took evasive action. The raid turned south and flew away with its escort of the 

Me110s and 109s and for the first time I saw they were escorting a force of about 30 big bombers, I think Do17s. I chased them 
and caught them as they crossed the south coast and made a beam attack on a Do17 but ran out of ammunition immediately. I 
broke off and returned to London, landed at Kenley for re-fuelling. I took off and landed at Middle Wallop.

COMBAT REPORT:
P/O A K Ogilvie - Red 3, A Flight, 609 Squadron 

I was flying Red 3. The squadron was ordered to patrol Brooklands. Many 
bandits were sighted over London above us. We climbed to 20,000 feet and 
attacked from the sun. Following Red 2 I delivered a beam attack on a trio of 
bombers. I gave them a couple of 3 second bursts and they started to break 
formation, at a range of 200 yards closing to 75. I gave one a solid burst of six 
or seven seconds, he turned over on his back and slid down. I kept going down, 
then climbed and returned to the attack. As I was diving on the bombers again 
two 109s attacked me, one overshooting very close to me. At very close range 
I emptied my guns on him as we were diving. He turned on his back and as I 
followed him down started to burn. Out of ammunition I returned to base.

COMBAT REPORT:
P/O J D Bisdee - Red 4, A Flight, 609 Squadron 

I was spare pilot flying as Red 4. I attacked a formation of Me110s, giving two very short 
bursts from above, then a long burst from dead astern. E/A only did a gentle turn left and I had 
to break right to avoid fire from behind. While breaking away I saw a Spitfire (probably Red 
1) directly behind an Me110 and inflicting heavy damage on it. Came up under another 110 
which had yellow markings on sides of fuselage beside the crosses and shot into the belly of it 
(full deflection). E/A dived turning left. Port engine was blazing fiercely and starboard aileron 
appeared to have fallen off.

COMBAT REPORT:
Sgt A N Feary  - Yellow 2, A Flight, 609 Squadron 

Flying as Yellow 2 attack was made on a formation of Me110s. I opened fire on the last 
section at 500 yards and broke away after 2 seconds owing to a possible attack from behind and 
out of the sun by Me110s which were chasing the squadron. I climbed up and sighted a large 
enemy formation at 14,000 feet proceeding east and, although I could not catch the formation, 
I attacked an Me109 which was flying in company with one other about 500 feet above and 1 
½ mile behind the enemy formation.  These two aircraft were flying straight and level and as I 
came out of the sun I was not seen until I had given the outside Me109 a 4 seconds burst starting 
at 250 yards. This e/a began to smoke from the fuselage. I could not follow its further course as 
its partner was turning on to me. I dived west and, although I thought the other e/a would have 
left me, he was just about to attack me from above. A quick turn prevented the attack developing 
and I lost him.

This action took place over Broxbourne approximately.

I climbed again and came up the Thames Estuary - considerable AA fire over London. A large formation was going south 
and another (of Me110s) was approaching from the north at 8,000 -10,000 feet. I was in the way of the latter formation, some 
of which accelerated to intercept me, but I dived out of their path.

I climbed again to 16,000 feet and then saw another large formation of Ju88s over Redhill, going south and I picked out a 
Ju88 which was behind the rest. I attacked from beam receiving return fire but when I opened fire at 450 yards no more was 
experienced. I closed to very close range firing all along the fuselage and thought the tail was very much damaged.

I broke away when cannon shells burst around me from another Ju88 which was coming up. I then came home, landing at 
Tangmere to refuel.
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17.15 - 18.30 hrs 7th September 1940

COMBAT REPORT:
P/O J Curchin - Green 1, B Flight, 609 Squadron 

I was Green 1. I manoeuvred my section to attack a formation of Do17s from the beam 
but the enemy turned and the attack could not be made. The section was broken up and 
attacks were made separately. I again got into position and fired at the leader of the Do17s 
from the beam, breaking away underneath and attacking again from the other side. No 
results were noticed on the leader but the second plane broke from the formation and started 
to dive. As I broke away I saw an Me109 below and ahead of me. I decided to chase it 
and followed it through the smoke over the Thames and caught him up over the Thames 
Estuary. I gave him two bursts between 250 and 50 yards at 1,000 feet. Pieces came off the 
aircraft and it dived into the sea.
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A moment in history as a Heinkel He111 
drones over the distinctive U bend in the 
Thames on the evening of 7 September 
1940. The long dark shapes within the U 
bend are the docks in what is now Canary 
Wharf. Just out of the picture top left are 
Tower Bridge and the Tower of London.

Many publications also describe the photo 
(below) of two Do17s over the West Ham 
greyhound stadium as being taken on 7 
September.  However, both Dorniers are 
carrying white (or pink) formation bars on 
the starboard wing.  There is absolutely 
no evidence for these markings being 
carried on 7 September, the first recorded 
sighting of these bars in RAF combat 
reports being on 11 September.

304 305



234 SQUADRON INTELLIGENCE REPORT

234 Squadron were ordered to patrol Kenley and Biggin Hill at Angels 10. The squadron again 
climbed to Angels 20 and arriving over patrol position sighted unascertained number of enemy bomber 
and fighter formations going south and south-east at heights varying from 22,000 feet to 16,000 feet.

Red Section must have been attacked by a formation of Me109s which was escorting about 150 
bombers. Red 1 (S/Ldr O’Brien) was shot down in a manner not ascertained. Red 2 (P/O Doe) when the 
attack was made dived on the rear Heinkel of a bomber formation and gave the port engine a 1 second 
burst. This burst into flames at the same moment as three Me109s attacked Red 2. Red 2 dived, pulled 
up underneath the enemy bomber and gave the starboard engine a 1 second burst. This also caught afire 
and 1 person baled out of the rear cockpit. The three Me109s were still firing at Red 2 and he avoided 
them in the region of Dover and joined up with Red 3. When the Heinkel was last seen both engines 
were well on fire. Red 3 (Sgt Harker) had meanwhile attacked an Me109 over south London, gave him a 
3 seconds burst which set fire to the port wing of the e/a which went down in a vertical dive. Red 3 then 
observed a Hurricane attacking Red 2. The Hurricane had red, white and blue roundels. Red 2 avoided 
this attack, Red 3 joining up with Red 2, both attacked a formation of Me109s in line abreast. Red 3 
gave the outside starboard Me109 a 3 seconds burst and e/a dived into the sea. The remaining 6 Me109s 
turned to attack and Red 3 saw an Me109 turn and make a head-on attack on Red 2. Red 3 dived and 
again saw him on Red 2’s tail. Red 3 again attacked from the beam and saw his bullets hitting at the 
cockpit of the e/a. When he broke away the Me109 was not in sight.

Green Section had sighted 5 Me109s about 5,000 feet above them north-west of Dover proceeding 
south-east. Green 1 (P/O K S Dewhurst) climbed and attacked the Me109 with 2 very short bursts from 
slightly above and from the port beam. The e/a went steeply downwards with smoke coming from the 
fuselage. Green 1 was then attacked by two Me109s and he did not therefore see the result of his first 
engagement.

Yellow 2 (Sgt Klein), south-east of London, attacked a Do17 from astern and put all his ammunition 
in his fuselage and engine. The port engine started smoking and the rear gunner stopped firing then 
starboard engine began to smoke and the e/a started to lose height over the Channel. Yellow 2 at 1,000 
feet had to break away owing to lack of fuel. The e/a 
was still losing height and smoking from both engines.

Blue Section had meanwhile engaged a formation 
of Do17s. Blue 1 made a quarter attack on a straggling 
Do17 below the rest of the formation and Blue 2 saw 
large pieces fly off the e/a, then a wing crumple and 
finally the e/a went into a spin. Immediately afterwards 
Blue 1 went spinning down with about one-third of 
the wing broken and crashed. F/Lt Hughes was killed.

Blue 2 (P/O K A Lawrence) carried out an attack 
on another Do17 on the right flank at the rear but 
with no visible result. He broke away and saw about 
12 Me109s being engaged by fighters above this 
formation of Do17s. Blue 2 singled out one Me109 
which, after a turn, dived for the coast. Blue 2 caught 
it at 10,000 feet and after three bursts it caught fire.

It was noticeable in this engagement that enemy 
fighter formations were heavier than usual. The 
Me109s encountered had yellow markings from the 
airscrew to the cockpit on the top half. Red 2 was 
attacked by an Me109 with a white spinner.

Time of take off – 17.32 hours.
Time of landing – 20.00 hours.

P/O Lawrence landed at Croydon and returned to 
Middle Wallop on the morning of the 9th.
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COMBAT REPORT:
P/O R F T Doe - Red 2, A Flight, 234 Squadron 

I was Red 2. When the attack started I climbed up to 30,000 feet and saw in front about 150 
bombers well below me. I dived onto the rear one and gave the port engine a 1 second burst. It burst 
into flames. 3 Me109s attacked me so I dived past the bomber and pulled up underneath it and gave 
the starboard engine a 1 second burst. This also caught fire. 1 person baled out of the rear cockpit. 
The same 3 Me109s were still firing at me so I went down over Dover and there met Red 3 and with 
him attacked 7 109s in line abreast. I hit the right-hand one but did not have time to notice results as 
1 Me109 with white spinner and engine was on my tail.

N.B. I saw Red 3 shoot one down.

COMBAT REPORT:
Sgt A S Harker - Red 3 A Flight, 234 Squadron  

As Red 3 I attacked an Me109 over south London, I gave him a 3 second burst and his port 
wing caught fire. He then went into a vertical dive. I saw what I thought was an Me109 attack 
a Spitfire, as I was about to attack, I recognised it as a Hurricane. He was definitely firing. 
He broke away and disappeared before I could see his markings. I proceeded to Dover and 
attacked the outside starboard 109 of a formation of seven. Red 2 joined me and also attacked. I 
gave the 109 a 3 second burst and he dived into the sea. This was seen by Red 2. The remaining 
6 Me109s turned to attack and I broke away. I circled round over the coast and saw a 109 about 
to attack Red 2. I attacked from the beam and the 109 turned and did a head-on attack on me. 
I dived and his fire went over my head. I lost him for a few minutes and then saw him again 
on Red 2’s tail. I again attacked from the beam and my bullets hit him behind the cockpit. He 
broke away and I lost him again.

COMBAT REPORT:
P/O K A Lawrence - Blue 2, B Flight, 234 Squadron  

As Blue 2 I followed Blue 1 into an attack on the Do17s. Blue 1 was well ahead of me and I saw 
him go down to make a quarter attack on a straggling Do17 below the rest of the formation. I saw 
large pieces fly off the e/a then a wing crumpled and the e/a went down spinning. Immediately after I 
saw a Spitfire which I assumed to be Blue 1 spinning down with about 1/3 wing broken. I carried on 
to attack a Do17 on the right flank at the rear but with no visible results. I then broke away upwards 
and saw about 12 Me109s being engaged by fighters above the formation of Do17s. I singled out one 
109 which after a turn dived for the coast. I caught it at 10,000 feet and after 3 bursts it caught fire. 
The e/a was yellow back to the cockpit with the rest of the fuselage silver.

COMBAT REPORT:
P/O K S Dewhurst - Green 1, B Flight, 234 Squadron  

I was Green 1. I saw 5 Me109 aircraft about 1,000 feet above me proceeding south-
east towards and over the coast. I climbed and attacked rear Me109. Gave two very short 
bursts from slightly above and from the port beam. E/A went steeply downwards with 
smoke proceeding from fuselage. I was then attacked by 2 Me109s so did not see result 
of first engagement.

Markings of Me109s was very noticeable with yellow from airscrew to cockpit on 
top half.

Below: The hugely 
popular Australian pilot 
Pat Hughes was one 
of the top scoring RAF 
aces of the Battle when 
he was shot down and 
killed on 7 September.

Contemporary Accounts 234 Sqn
17.15 - 18.30 hrs 7th September 1940

Contemporary Accounts 234 Sqn
17.15 - 18.30 hrs 7th September 1940
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Although no detailed location was provided by Brian van Mentz, he was clearly attacking a Dornier 
whose port fin broke off – the Sundridge Dornier. It has been speculated that the ‘Me109’ that passed 
between van Mentz and the Dornier was actually Pat Hughes’ Spitfire, which dived under the Dornier 
and then reared uncontrollably upwards into the Dornier. 
Although this sequence of events can never be proved it is entirely possible, given the number of proven 
incidents of ‘Friendly Fire’ recorded during ‘The Battle’ and in air combat generally. Further it should 
be asked why an Me109 pilot would place himself directly behind a Dornier – and in front of the RAF 
fighters attacking it – long enough for van Mentz to fire ‘a long burst’?

Whatever the cause, a misjudgement, fatigue or error, Pat’s Spitfire hit the Dornier in such a way that, 
not only was the port fin broken off, but the Spitfire’s wing was torn off as well. Further evidence for 
this came from an unlikely source when an unfired .303 round of ammunition, complete with feed belt, 
was found embedded in a Dornier cowling fastener following the excavation of the Dornier’s wreck 
in 1984. The Spitfire’s wing had clearly disintegrated in very close proximity to the Dornier’s engine, 
thus allowing the internally carried .303 rounds to be ingested and jammed into the engine structure.

At the time of his death, Pat Hughes 
was not only the most accomplished 
Australian ‘Ace’, but one of the highest 
scoring of all the Battle of Britain 
pilots. The question has therefore often 
been raised as to how such a fine shot 
and experienced fighter pilot should 
collide with his target?  

Fortunately, pioneering Battle of Britain 
historian Dennis Knight interviewed 
two key eyewitnesses in March 1961, 
when the events were still clear. Mr 
Hall recalled that he had seen a Spitfire 
collide with the Dornier, knocking off 
its complete fin and rudder. Indeed, he 
still had the port fin of the Dornier in 
his shed! 
Mr Ackhurst had also watched the 
incident unfold. The Spitfire had 
climbed up underneath a small 
formation of five Dorniers that were 
flying south. It then attacked and went 
straight up through the formation, 
hitting one of the Dorniers as it did 
so. The Dornier started to fall at once, 
but it was several seconds before 
the Spitfire dived vertically into the 
ground. The Spitfire’s pilot jumped 
out, but the parachute failed to open 
and he landed behind a bungalow 
opposite Warren Farm.

In the air, fellow Blue Section 234 
Squadron pilot, P/O Lawrence, was 
following his leader Pat Hughes:
“As Blue 2 I followed Blue 1 into an 
attack on the Do17s. Blue 1 was well 
ahead of me and I saw him go down to 
make a quarter attack on a straggling 
Do17 below the rest of the formation. I saw large pieces fly off the e/a 
then a wing crumpled and the e/a went down spinning. Immediately after 
I saw a Spitfire which I assumed to be Blue 1 spinning down with about 
1/3 wing broken.” 

Other pilots were also chasing the fleeing Dorniers, including some from 
602, 79 and 222 Squadrons, but it is a report from Sgt van Mentz of 222 
Squadron that is of particular interest. 

“I followed ‘A’ Flight into an attack on a formation of Dornier 215s. As I 
was manoeuvring for position, a yellow-nosed Me109 flew between me and 
my target aircraft. I therefore gave him a long burst and saw glycol or petrol 
start pouring from his engine. He turned on his back and disappeared. I 
continued my attack on the 215 and saw his port rudder come adrift.”

The mysterious loss of Pat Hughes
17.15 - 18.30 hrs 7th September 1940

The mysterious loss of Pat Hughes
17.15 - 18.30 hrs 7th September 1940

Above: An artist’s impression of the collision, just before both aircraft 
lost substantial parts of their wings. (Piotr Forkasiewicz)
Right: A photo taken in 1961 of Mr Hall with the port fin of the Dornier 
Do17 that Pat Hughes collided with on 7 September 1940

Left: The Dornier Do17 engine cowling 
fastener with the unfired .303 round (red 
arrow) embedded in it.

Below: The cowling fasteners (green arrows) 
can clearly be seen in this photo of a force 
landed Dornier Do17.
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1 SQUADRON INTELLIGENCE REPORT

11 Hurricanes No.1 Squadron left Northolt at 17.50 – 18.05 hours. 9 Hurricanes landed at Northolt 
at 18.28 – 18.50 hours on 7.9.40.

The squadron took off immediately after their aircraft had been refuelled and rearmed, upon returning 
from a previous sortie. The pilots were told to take off independently as and when ready, and join up in 
the air if possible. 7 out of the 9 aircraft joined up together but did not engage the enemy. They were 
ordered to proceed to Maidstone at 20,000 feet and when approaching that district could see the position 
of the enemy by bursts of AA gunfire, some distance to the east. They were, however, unable to make 
any contact.

Two of the pilots, however, who were separate from the rest of the squadron encountered Do215s.

All pilots and aircraft are serviceable.

COMBAT REPORT:
P/O M G Homer - Green 2, B Flight, 1 Squadron 

I was Green 2. When over north-east London at 23,000 feet I saw a large number of enemy 
bombers proceeding eastwards, escorted by layers of fighters of different types; also a single Do215 
flying eastwards, which had become separated from the main formation. I attacked this machine 
from the rear quarter on the starboard side with a burst of fire, lasting about 2 ½ seconds. As I broke 
away I saw clouds of white smoke coming from the starboard engine, subsequently I attacked other 
e/a but did not observe definite results, as I was obliged to take violent evasive action owing to an 
attack which developed on me by several Me110s.

COMBAT REPORT:
F/Lt J F F Finnis - Blue 2, B Flight, 1 Squadron 

I was Blue 2. After landing from a previous sortie, we were instructed to refuel and re-arm 
and take off independently, rejoining in sections in the air if possible. I joined up with part of the 
squadron, but when south of Sevenoaks I broke away to attack a Do215 which I saw about 4,000 feet 
below me at 15,000 feet. I attacked from the front port quarter, and gave a long burst of 17 seconds, 
closing right in on the e/a. I observed his port engine had stopped and white smoke was pouring out. 
I then returned to base to re-arm.
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249 SQUADRON INTELLIGENCE REPORT

At 17.46 hours on 7.9.40. 6 aircraft of 249 Squadron left North Weald to intercept raid 39, and then 
patrol Canterbury at 15,000 feet. Over 100 Do215s and He111s were seen in 3 separate lines of vics of 
3 line astern at 15,000 feet, flying north-east over London with a large escort of Me109s and Me110s 
up to 20,000 feet. Our fighters attacked enemy bombers line astern in the middle from the beam, but 
could not see the damage caused. Enemy formation then turned east. Sgt Beard’s aircraft was hit and 
he baled out.

Sgt Davidson destroyed a Do17 which crashed and exploded about a mile south of Gravesend and 
also damaged an Me109.

Our casualties: (a) Aircraft – 1 Cat.3
  (b) Personnel – Sgt Beard slightly injured.

Contemporary Accounts 1 & 249 Sqns
17.15 - 18.30 hrs 7th September 1940

79 SQUADRON OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK

17.55. Aircraft left Croydon to patrol base. Enemy engaged over Maidstone – Dartford area at 15,000 
feet, and consisted of 40 Do17, 40 Me110 and 20 Me109. Enemy casualties 1 Do17 destroyed, 5 Do17 
damaged. Our casualties – nil.

17 SQUADRON OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK

‘B’ Flight made a patrol of Hornchurch area from 17.30 to 18.30 without sighting enemy.

1 (RCAF) SQUADRON INTELLIGENCE REPORT

Combat Tonbridge – Maidstone at 18.10 hours, 7.9.40. 1 Hurricane No.1 Canadian Squadron took off 
Northolt 17.09 hours, landed 18.37 hours.

Squadron Leader McNab was flying alone towards Maidstone at 21,000 feet, accompanied by a 
Spitfire, when he sighted about 5 Me109s, about 3,000 feet below, proceeding towards the Channel, all 
with yellow colouring reaching from windscreen to the airscrew boss, flying in line astern and crossing 
in front of him. Squadron Leader McNab attacked the rear one diving on e/a starting with a deflection 
shot, then following into line astern firing about 150 rounds from 150 yards range. The e/a suddenly 
climbed vertically, then went into a nose dive with white vapour coming out of its belly. He was unable 
to observe any further as he had to break away.

1 (RCAF) SQUADRON OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK

Three scrambles were made at the usual hours. At 17.00 303 Squadron and No. 1 Squadron RAF 
were sent off to patrol south of London. Our squadron was scrambled shortly after and ordered to patrol 
base. A 200 plus raid penetrated to London where heavy bombing occurred but although we sighted 
part of this raid we were not allowed to engage as Control insisted on maintaining station defence. S/
Ldr McNab took to the air alone probably destroying an Me109.

Contemporary Accounts 79, 17, 1 (RCAF) Sqns
17.15 - 18.30 hrs 7th September 1940

Right: S/Ldr Ernie McNab 
took off alone and was the 
only member of 1 (RCAF) 
Squadron to make an 
interception.
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     COMBAT A    17.00 - 18.30 hrs... Attack on London

RAF & Luftwaffe Losses
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RAF Casualties   Combat A 17.00 – 18.30 hrs

41 Sqn Spitfire N3266  Sgt R C Ford – safe. Force-landed between Tanfield Tye and Tinsleys Farm, 
      West Hanningfield, Essex. 

41 Sqn Spitfire EB-L  P/O G H Bennions – safe. Undercarriage collapsed on landing at Rochford.

41 Sqn Spitfire P9430  Sgt J McAdam – safe. Crashed at Drakes Farm, Leonard Drive, Rayleigh, Essex.

41 Sqn Spitfire X4318  P/O O B Morrogh-Ryan – safe. Undercarriage wrecked in forced-landing in 
      Star Lane, Brickfields, Great Wakering, Essex.

43 Sqn Hurricane V7309 Sgt A L M Deller – safe. Shot down and baled out. Aircraft crashed at 
      Babylon Farm, Sutton Valence, Kent. 

43 Sqn Hurricane V6641 F/Lt C B Hull – killed. Shot down by Me109s. Crashed at Purley High School, Surrey. 

43 Sqn Hurricane V7257 F/Lt R C Reynell – killed. Crashed at Crown Point, Blackheath, Kent. Pilot 
      baled out wounded and fell dead near ‘Greyladies’.

Caesar Barrand Hull (27)
Born: Shangani, Southern Rhodesia.
Joined the RAF in 1935.
Joined 43 Squadron in 1936.
Victory Claims - 16:
30/1/40 He111 shared.
13/2/40 He111 destroyed.
28/3/40 He111 shared.
10/4/40 He111 shared.
Posted to 263 Sqn flying Gladiators in Norway:
22/5/40 He111 damaged.
24/5/40 He111 shared.
26/5/40 Ju52 destroyed.
26/5/40 Ju52 destroyed.
26/5/40 Ju52 damaged.
26/5/40 He111 probable.
26/5/40 He111 probable.
27/5/40 Ju87 destroyed.
Shot down, injured and flown to the UK.
31/8/40 returned to 43 Squadron as Acting Squadron Leader.
4/9/40 Me110 probable.
4/9/40 Me110 probable.
6/9/40 Me109 destroyed.
6/9/40 Ju88 shared.

Casualty File

Pilot: F/Lt Reynell

From: No.7262048 Staff-Sergeant E DEELEY, Royal Army Pay Corps.

REPORT ON DEATH OF ROYAL AIR FORCE OFFICER.

I respectfully beg to report that at 18.00 hours on Saturday the 7th September, 1940, I was walking across Blackheath, 
London, S.E.3, from Blackheath Village to Shooters Hill Road, whilst an enemy raid was in progress, when I saw a 
parachutist descending.
The parachute was not fully opened.
I commenced to run towards where he appeared to be falling, but after running about 200 yards across the heath I stopped 
a motor-van, the driver of which willingly co-operated, and we located the parachutist a few minutes afterwards in the 
garden of No.3, Kidbrooke Road, Blackheath, S.E.3, occupied by Commander H P Mead, RN, who was then present.
I examined the body of the parachutist – a Royal Air Force officer, and life was extinct. He appeared to have been 
wounded in the chest. There was a complete fracture of the right tibia and fibula, apparently caused by him crashing 
through a garden seat.
PC 225 R Cochran, Metropolitan Police, Lee Green Police Station, who arrived on the scene about the same time as 
myself, telephoned to Kidbrooke for an RAF ambulance, which arrived about 18.20 hours in the charge of Squadron 
Leader N R Smith, RAF, Medical Officer i/c of No.1 Balloon Centre, Kidbrooke.
He pronounced life extinct, and the body was removed to the Royal Herbert Military Hospital, Woolwich.
The parachute, and various parts of the officer’s flying equipment, which had not been interfered with by any person in 
my presence, were taken away by the RAF medical orderlies in the ambulance.
The officer had no identity discs on his body, and was clad in shirt, trousers, socks and shoes. He was wearing a wristlet 
watch on his left wrist, which had stopped shortly after 1.0 o’clock.
I left my name and address with PC Cochran, and informed him that I would render an official report on the matter, in 
addition to any report which he may render.
I was unable to obtain the name and address of the van driver, as he left the scene with a police inspector to search for 
a fallen aircraft.
I therefore respectfully beg to suggest that this report may be forwarded to the Air Ministry for information and 
necessary action.

Richard Carew Reynell (28)
Born: Reynella, South Australia.
Joined the RAF in 1931.
Became a Hawker test pilot.
Attached to 43 Squadron 26 August 1940 for operational experience.
Victory Claims - 3:
2/9/40 Me109 destroyed.
6/9/40 Me109 destroyed.
6/9/40 Ju88 probable.

Richard Reynell and Caesar Hull had been friends for several 
years and it has been suggested that Caesar went to his friend’s 
assistance, only to be shot down himself. 
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RAF Casualties
17.00-18.30 hrs 7th September 1940

RAF Casualties
17.00-18.30 hrs 7th September 1940

Right: A moving photo 
taken on the morning of 
7th September showing 
both Dick Reynell and 
Caesar Hull just hours 
before they were killed 
in action. Sitting in the 
centre of the photo is 
the former C/O of 43 
Squadron, George Lott, 
who lost an eye in combat 
on 9 July 1940.

Back row L-R; P/O 
Upton, P/O van den Hove 
d’Ertsenryck, P/O Gorie. 
Front row L-R  P/O S Cary 
(Sqn Adjutant), Flt Lt 
Kilmartin, S/Ldr Lott, F/Lt 
Reynell, S/Ldr Hull.
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66 Sqn Spitfire X4321 LZ-F P/O C A W Bodie – safe. Force-landed at Sellindge, Kent.

66 Sqn Spitfire N3225   P/O I J A Cruickshanks – safe. Damaged in a force-landing. 

72 Sqn Spitfire R7022   Sgt J White – injured. Force-landed at Eynsford, Kent. John White was 
slightly injured in leg and forehead, but returned to his squadron. 

72 Sqn Spitfire X4254   F/O T A F Elsdon – injured. Badly damaged over the Thames Estuary. 
Made a wheels-up landing at Biggin Hill. Pilot severely injured in left knee and right shoulder admitted to 
Kent County Hospital, Farnborough, Kent, with a fractured femur. 23-year-old Thomas Elsdon’s injuries 
prevented him flying operationally until July 1941.

73 Sqn Hurricane P3234 TP-E  F/Lt R E Lovett – killed. Shot down and crashed 
near Mill Road, Stock, Essex. A cricket match between a team from Billericay and the 
village team was being played on the village cricket ground.  The players ducked and 
scattered as the Hurricane roared low overhead to crash in a nearby meadow.

Reginald Eric Lovett (26)
Born: Hendon, London.
Joined the RAF in 1935.
Joined 73 Squadron in August 1939.
Victory Claims - 10:
Five in France.
10/5/40 Shot down and badly burned.
23/7/40 Re-joined 73 Squadron.
15/8/40 Ju88 destroyed.
15/8/40 Ju88 probable.
5/9/40 Collided with F/Lt Webster’s Spitfire and baled out.

Casualty File

F/Lt LOVETT, DFC

F/Lt Lovett took off from Castle Camps at 16.51 
hours, in a Hurricane, on 7th September, 1940, as 
leader of Red Section of 73 Squadron, in company 
with 6 Hurricanes which formed ‘B’ Flight (9 a/c in 
all). Last seen when he led his section into a crowd 
of Me110s near Billericay. He went in so fast that 
the remainder of his section could not keep up with 
him. The squadron was on patrol over Chelmsford at 
15,000 feet. The a/c flown by F/Lt Lovett and his body 
were found in the Billericay District and Hornchurch 
RAF made arrangements for disposal of them.
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Bodie meets the enemy
17.00-18.30 hrs 7th September 1940

Another haunting photo of three 73 Squadron 
pilots who were all killed within 10 days of 
each other in September 1940. Alexander 
McNay (left) was shot down on the 5th, Reg 
Lovett (centre) died on the 7th and John 
Brimble (right) was killed in action on the 14th 
September.

Below: Bodie’s 66 Squadron Spitfire X4321, LZ-F after his forced landing. Note the 
black oil stains on underside of the rear fuselage and also the intact covers on the 
guns, confirming that Bodie hadn’t fired them during the encounter.

On the afternoon of 7th September Crelin Bodie was having a shave and 
getting ready to go on leave when his squadron was scrambled to intercept 
the raiders heading for London. He grabbed his old roll-necked pullover 
and scarf and rushed down to dispersal where he found a spare Spitfire 
to take up. At 15,000ft over the capital, he was astonished to see so many 
German aircraft.
“With so many formations on each side I didn’t know which to go for, so I 
just attacked time and time again, not firing my guns, just slicing through 
the formations in an effort to split them up. There were dozens and dozens of 
other fighters all doing the same thing, all feeling equally lonely!
Suddenly I was surrounded by 109s, I saw one firing at me from behind; I 
heard the bullets striking my aircraft and opened the throttle wide, but there 
was no response.  I turned and dived steeply, they didn’t follow.
When I was clear I checked up - oil pressure, zero; oil temperature, off the 
clock.  Suddenly my engine seized and the prop stopped dead.  Everything 
was quiet.  I was very angry.  A few bullets in the wrong place and I was 
out of the scrap.”
‘Bogle’ Bodie tightened his straps, lowered his seat and turned off the petrol 
cocks.  Selecting a field he lowered his flaps and undercarriage, only to 
find that the field was full of old cars and concrete blocks, a common anti-
invasion measure at the time. He quickly hauled the Spitfire round and headed for a small field of stubble.  As the 
ground was rough and there was a dense wood at the end, he raised the undercarriage to ensure he didn’t overturn or 
overshoot the field and slammed the Spitfire down in a cloud of dust.
“There was an almighty jar, the aeroplane went up on its nose - I thought it would turn over - but no, it crashed back.  
Everything was so still.”
With a colossal cloud of dust and smoke around him, Bodie tore off his straps and helmet and ran 100 yards expecting 
the machine to explode behind him. When this didn’t happen he returned to X4321 and found a dozen bullet holes, 
two or three of which had punctured the oil system.
A ‘corpulent’ policeman then arrived by car, perspiring freely as he’d had a busy afternoon collecting a German 
pilot*, also shot down that afternoon who was waiting in the car!
Bodie recalled 
“He was a blond youth, quite handsome and very pleasant, but a Nazi!  We introduced ourselves and held a long 
conversation in the police station.  He had been shot down by a Spitfire so we laughingly agreed that the honours were 
even in our two cases! He had been particularly unfortunate as he had received the Iron Cross that very morning. He 
was very grateful for the bar of chocolate I gave him and we exchanged buttons and badges and addresses.”
Bodie spent the night in the local village and arrived back at Gravesend the following afternoon much to the delight 
of his squadron since all his attempts to contact them had failed and they had presumed he was dead!

*Author’s note, the German pilot was probably Uffz Heinz zur Lage of 3/JG51 who had baled out and had received 
the Iron Cross that same morning.
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