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None of the 46 Bomber Support Mosquitoes dispatched reported Nachtjäger shot down, although a crew of 85 Squadron claimed 
a Bf110 damaged near Gütersloh. II./NJG1 lost Bf110 G-4 G9+RM of Hptm. Günther Schmidt, which was shot down by a Mosquito 
of 219 Squadron in the circuit of Düsseldorf airfield on its return to base at 23.13 hrs. In a Morgenmeldung of the 3. JD Ic (Nacht) to 
the I. Jagdkorps HQ, it was also reported that a Ju88 of III./NJG2 and three Bf110s of IV./NJG1 were reported missing. Among the 
latter were two Bf110 G-4s of 11./NJG1 that were shot down in air combat, G9+GY at Oldendorf and G9+BY 25 km east of Münster. 
Finally, a Ju88 G-1 of 7./NJG4 crashed near Lippstadt in Westphalia at 23.30 hrs. Returning heavy bomber gunners were credited with 
a ‘single-engined fighter’ destroyed (83 Squadron Lancaster ND696) near Wijk bij Duurstede at 23.14 hrs and a twin-engined fighter 
shot down in flames (630 Squadron Lancaster PB344) over Boxtel, east of Tilburg at 23.32 hrs.

Oblt. Lothar Jarsch 4./NJG2 Lancaster NO-MO (Köln-Neuss): 4.000 m. 22.26 prob. victory, 166 Sqn Lancaster 
PB242 (Cat. E damaged). 

Note: claim not listed by OKL

Oblt. Lothar Jarsch: 5 4./NJG2 Lancaster NO-LO-MN (Köln-Duisburg-Mönchengladbach): 
3.500 m.

22.29 576 Sqn Lancaster NN711. 

Note: also claimed by Flak of 1./schw. Flak Abt. 446 (Eisb.), 3. & 4./schw. Flak Abt. 447 (o) and 3./schw. Flak Abt. 112 (o) (‘Lancaster 1 km SE Kapellen LO 4 5600-3200 m. 
22.18 hrs’)

Hptm. Ernst-Wilhelm Modrow: 29 1./NJG1 Lancaster 40-50 km WNW Düsseldorf: 3.500 m. 22.40 61 Sqn Lancaster LM718

Fw. Anton Weisensel: 1 11./NJG1 Lanc or Halif Maastricht area (NM): 5.000 m. 22.43 10 Sqn Halifax MZ574. 

Note: same claim as Ofw. Möckel 22.49 hrs

Ofw. Wolfram Möckel: 3 4./NJG2 4-mot Geilenkirchen area: 4.300 m. 22.49 10 Sqn Halifax MZ574. 
Note: same claim as Fw. Weissensel 22.43 hrs

Ofw. Heinrich Breitenfelder: 2 5./NJG2 4-mot NW Münster: 4.300 m. 22.53 97 Sqn Lancaster PB409. 
Note: also claimed by Hptm. Schnaufer at 22.56 hrs and by Flak of 1, 2. & 5./schw. Flak Abt. 443 and 6. & 8./schw. Flak Abt. 324 (‘Lancaster Ladbergen 4400 m. 22.52 hrs’)

Hptm. H.-Wolfgang Schnaufer: 94 Stab IV./
NJG1

Lanc or Halif 40 km W. Münster (JP): 4.200 m. 22.56 97 Sqn Lancaster PB409. 

Note: also claimed by Ofw. Breitenfelder at 22.53 hrs and by Flak of 1, 2. & 5./schw. Flak Abt. 443 and 6. & 8./schw. Flak Abt. 324 (‘Lancaster Ladbergen 4400 m. 22.52 hrs’)

Hptm. H.-Wolfgang Schnaufer: 95 Stab IV./
NJG1

Lanc or Halif Borken/near Bocholt (JO 4): 4.500 m. 23.10 50 Sqn Lancaster LM212

Hptm. Ernst-Wilhelm Modrow: 30 1./NJG1 Lancaster 70-80 km WNW Düsseldorf: 3.200 m. 23.11 78 Sqn Halifax MZ763

Hptm. H.-Wolfgang Schnaufer: 96 Stab IV./
NJG1

Lanc or Halif Enschede-Bocholt area (HO-JO): 3.900 m. 23.15 617 Sqn Lancaster NF923

Hptm. Hermann Greiner: 38 11./NJG1 Lanc or Halif Bocholt-Enschede (JO-HO): 3.900 m. 23.16 61 Sqn Lancaster ME732. 
Note: also claimed by Flak of 3.-8./schw. Flak Abt. 273 (‘Lancaster Almelo Hoofkampstraat Pl.Q. GO 54, 5200 m 23.13 hrs’), Flak claim marked ‘VNE’ by OKL

Lt. Otto Teschner: 6 Stab IV./
NJG1

Lanc or Halif Nijmegen-Rhenen area (JM): 2.200 m. 23.23 61 Sqn Lancaster ED470

Hptm. H.-Wolfgang Schnaufer: 97 Stab IV./
NJG1

Lanc or Halif Kleve-Zutphen area (JN-HN): 4.100 m. 23.25 9 Sqn Lancaster LL901

Lt. Theodor Adamski: 1 8./NJG1 Lancaster (W.) Brummen/Zutphen (HN 4): 2.500 m. 23.27 9 Sqn Lancaster LL914. 
Note: also claimed by Flak of 3.-8./schw. Flak Abt. 273 (‘Lancaster Wierden 5 km NE Rijssen Pl.Q. GO 48, 4900 m. 23.35 hrs’), Flak claim marked ‘VNE’ by OKL

Hptm. Dietrich Schmidt: 34 8./NJG1 4-mot S. edge IJsselmeer (near Barneveld, HM 4): 
3.500 m

23.31 50 Sqn Lancaster ME700

26-27 September 1944

Karlsruhe was the target for 226 Lancasters and 11 Mosquitoes, which bombed between 04.50 and 05.20 hrs (CET). The raid on 
Karlsruhe was achieved with an absolute minimum of warning to the German defences, and as a consequence losses were extremely 
light, just two ‘heavies’ failing to return. In addition, two 605 Squadron Mosquitoes fell foul of light Flak during intruder sorties to 
Varrelbusch and Ahlhorn airfields:

-605 Sqn Mosquito NT185: hit by Flak of lei. Hei. Flak Bttr. 60/XI and crashed at Alt-Osternburg in Oldenburg at 00.01 hrs.

-605 Sqn Mosquito NT119: hit by Flak of 1. & 2./lei. Flak Abt. 942, crashed at Ofen, 5 km WNW of Oldenburg at 01.51 hrs.

Far beyond the range of the German plotting stations in southern Holland, the Lancasters crossed into France at Cayeux-sur-Mer, 
where a 619 Squadron Lancaster was lost, the aircraft probably blowing up off the Somme Estuary. From this point, they flew 320 kms 
east south east over liberated territory to near Trier, concealing themselves until the last possible moment by keeping low and by strictly 
limited use of radio and Radar aids. In making their approach late in the night, the Main Force also had the advantage of earlier diversions. 
These were; a raid by six Mosquitoes on Homberg/Meerbeck, a small raid on an oil depot at Frankfurt, a raid by 46 Mosquitoes 

on Frankfurt itself, and a Window 
spoof ‘threatening’ Frankfurt. All 
were plotted by the German defences 
and to which the Nachtjagd reacted in 
small numbers. Elements of the Bf109 
equipped I./NJG11 were scrambled from 
Bonn-Hangelar at around 00.55 hrs, 
the Gruppe returning to its home base 
by 02.25 hrs without having reported 
Feindberührung. At least two crews of 
IV./NJG1 were sent up from Dortmund, 
at 00.56-58 hrs, both returning safely 
at 02.15-17 hrs. Elements of III./NJG4 
were sent up on Himmelbett duties in 
reaction to the Window spoof shortly after 
01.00 hrs. These included Maj. Hoppe in 
Ju88 G-1 3C+HR, and the St.Kpt. of 7./
NJG4 Oblt. Delakowitz flying a sortie in 
Ju88 G-1 3C+BR from Manz-Finthen in 
box Kauz between 01.03 and 02.48 hrs, 
for his 47th Feindflug. The diversionary 
effort may well have fooled the defenders 
into assuming that this had been the 
night’s work.

Only when the Karlsruhe raid was 
finally plotted, when it was only 160 kms away from the target and estimated as ‘150 aircraft’ strong, were 82 twin-engined fighters hastily 
scrambled. No plots on the outward route were given to these fighters, which were sent to the target after the bombing had already been 
in progress for ten minutes. Visibility was good above 10/10th cloud, but the Nachtjäger failed to give much account of themselves; there 
were only two attacks by the many fighters seen over Karlsruhe, plus 11 inconclusive combats. One ‘heavy’ was lost, a 467 Squadron 
Lancaster that was hit over the target. Flak ripped a large hole in the left wing that the pilot could see the ground through; the bomber was 
abandoned with its wing burning fiercely. Four Main Force ‘heavies’ returned with slight Flak damage. In turn, the rear gunner of 207 
Squadron Lancaster ‘V’ claimed an Me410’ destroyed in the Karlsruhe area at 05.07 hrs (CET).

On leaving the target area, the Lancasters had a trouble-free homeward run of 130 kms before a few Nachtjäger got astride their 
track. Two attacks and three combats were recorded, in which an ‘Me410’ was claimed destroyed by the mid-upper gunner on board 
207 Squadron Lancaster ‘X’ near Lunéville, south east of Nancy at 05.36 hrs.

27-28 September 1944

227 aircraft were dispatched to bomb Kaiserslautern between 00.57 and 01.17 hrs, just before the moon set. Although there was no 
Mandrel screen in operation to hide the approach of the bomber stream, nor any Window spoofs to deceive the German defences, the 
force was only plotted at 00.40 hrs when the spearhead was over Luxembourg, 110 km or 17 minutes flying time before bombing began. 
The German estimate of the force’s strength was ‘150 aircraft’.

In the two-and-a-half hours after midnight, the Nachtjagd controllers sent up 82 fighters to ward off any penetration into the Mainz-
Mannheim-Karlsruhe area. Among the first wave was 3./NJG4 from Langendiebach, which was scrambled between 00.14 and 00.25 
hrs. Two crews were on Himmelbett duties and the remainder as freelance Tame Boars. One Benito and one Himmelbett-controlled crew 
of II./NJG4 left Rhein-Main at 00.04 and 00.21 hrs. One Benito and one Himmelbett crew from 7./NJG4, became airborne from Mainz-
Finthen at 00.20 and 00.22 hrs. All crews of NJG4 were operating under control of Jafü Mittelrhein. Belatedly, six Ju88 G-1s of I./NJG4 
were scrambled from Zellhausen and Grossostheim on Zahme Sau duties, between 02.15 and 02.21 hrs. In addition, 7. JD sent up 25 
Bf110s plus 22 Ju88s of I. and II./NJG6 from Gross Sachsenheim, Hailfingen and Schwäbisch Hall between 01.56 and 02.05 hrs. The 
war diarist of Stab NJG6 commented’ ‘From 02.00 hours, surprise incursion with attack on Kaiserslautern. First report of the enemy 
comes from the area north of Trier: initially the hostile machines are seen as Mosquitoes and only reported as four-engined on the 
homeward leg. Accordingly the take-off order comes far too late, the order to engage will no longer be given’. The Nachtjagd reaction 
was also severely hampered by the prevailing bad weather, which prevented the 3. JD controller from employing any fighters at all.

On the outward route of the Kaiserslautern force one combat with a ‘FW190’ was reported, and over the target a second combat 
with a ‘FW190’ took place. No damage was done to the bombers involved in these incidents. Only one Main Force Lancaster, of 463 
Squadron, was lost to an unknown cause; the outward-bound bomber crashed at Allenbach near Hoxel at 01.00 hrs. During the bombing 
attack, a low-flying 627 Squadron Mosquito was lost to Flak. Six Main Force Lancasters returned with Flak damage:

-627 Sqn Mosquito KB366: hit by 2./lei. Flak Abt. 828 at heights between 1700 - 400 m, crashed near the railway station of Einsiedlerhof at 01.55 hrs.

During the 26-27 September 1944 Karlsruhe raid, unidentified Flak in the target area 
destroyed 467 Squadron Lancaster LM239, the aircraft crashing near Spielberg. The 
crew, back row from left to right: F/Sgt. Meggs; F/Lt. Cleary; F/Sgt. Hughes; F/Sgt. 
Perkins (killed as the only casualty of the crew). Front row, from left: P/O McKay; F/O 
Millar; Sgt. Barnes (Coll. John Williams).
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In turn, four Ju88s of I./NJG4 and Ju88 R-2 2Z+LK of 2./NJG6 were shot down by intruders in the area of Hanau, Gelnhausen and 
Hailfingen, just one crew member surviving. Two of the NJG4 losses involved freelancing crews operating under Benito control, the 
other two were flying Himmelbett patrols. NJG6 suffered the loss of two more aircraft in accidents, both crews perishing. Nachtjagd 
losses included Hptm. Krahforst, the Staffelkapitän of 2./NJG4, who had achieved 11 confirmed victories in the course of over 90 
sorties. He and his crew perished in a Mosquito attack over Somborn, Freigericht. The shaken remnants of I./NJG4 were ordered to 
land again between 02.00 and 03.07 hrs, and were given intruder warnings. II./NJG4 was given landing instructions around the same 
time and the survivors of NJG6 landed between 03.35 and 03.59 hrs. Finally, 10./NJG3 suffered the loss of two Ju88 G-1s. D5+FV was 
posted missing during a reconnaissance sortie over the sea, the second (coded D5+PV) force-landing at Grömitz. 

28-29 September 1944

There were two separate phases of activity on this night. Before midnight, 44 Mosquito bombers attacked Braunschweig. The 
outward-bound Mosquitoes, flying along two separate routes to the target, were plotted near Terschelling at 20.51 hrs and near Cuxhaven 
at 21.09 hrs (CET). The I. Jagdkorps sent up 25 sorties, the first becoming airborne at 20.25 hrs. Among these Nachtjäger were three 
FW190s of I./NJG11 that were scrambled from Lippstadt between 21.31 and 21.35 hrs to man the Himmelbett boxes Rheinsalm, Kröte 
and Leghorn. Two aircraft of IV./NJG3 maintained GCI patrols in the Dutch Frisian Islands area from 21.41 to 00.23 hrs, and Uffz. 
Rupp of 4./NJG3 flew an uneventful Himmelbett patrol from Tirstrup in Ju88 G-1 D5+KM between 23.07 and 01.53 hrs. None of these 
aircraft reported Feindberührung and all aircraft from the Braunschweig raid returned safely. In turn, the I. Jagdkorps reported the loss 
of three Nachtjäger. These included a Ju88 G-1 of 4./NJG4 in the hands of Hptm. Söthe, an ace with 17 Abschüsse, who was shot down 
and killed by 85 Squadron Mosquito ‘Y’ at Lambrecht (Pfalz), south west of Mannheim-Ludwigshafen.

During the second half of the night, an elaborate Window spoof and intruder operation by 100 Group was mounted to northern 
Germany, with the aim to lure the Nachtjagd up into the air and to hunt them down with a strong force of Mosquitoes. The 24 
Windowing aircraft were first plotted, through a light Mandrel screen, when off Yarmouth. The force was plotted as ‘150-200 aircraft 
flying at 400 metres at a speed of 350 kph’ at 02.54 hrs when about 80 km WNW of Texel. When over Leeuwarden, at 03.07 hrs, it was 

plotted as ‘30-40 aircraft plus 70 aircraft near Ameland’ and, when it had penetrated 
to the south west of Groningen, the force was estimated as ‘200 aircraft in one 
formation’. At this point, 52 Mosquito night fighters continued on their route over 
the Netherlands and Germany.

The Nachtjagd reaction to the Window feint was relatively large, 25 Nachtjäger 
of the I. Jagdkorps being scrambled against the ‘threat’. The first of these became 
airborne at 02.35 hrs; the last, eight Tame Boar Ju88s of II./NJG4, were sent up at 
03.40 hrs. According to a I. Jagdkorps report (kept in DEFE 3-300 at The National 
Archives), these 25 fighters were scrambled ‘as a precautionary measure against 
a probable raid from the west’. Fw. Hommel of 10./NJG3 left Varel in Ju88 G-1 
D5+MV at 03.06 hrs; 43 minutes later, the Junkers landed again at its home base. 
Evidence of another Nachtjagd sortie has been found in the Flugbuch of Gefr. Georg 
Kociok, Bordfunker to Ogefr. Egon Wanner of 7./NJG4, who flew a sortie in Ju88 G-1 
3C+BR from Mainz-Finthen between 03.03 and 05.28 hrs. Finally, the Kommodore 
of NJG3 Obstlt. Lent and his Bordfunker Ofw. Kubisch were scrambled from Stade 
in Ju88 G-6 D5+AA at 03.09 hrs, landing back at their home base only 36 minutes 
later. This was Lent’s 212th and final Nachtjagd Einsatz (his 312th overall); one week 
later he and his crew were fatally injured in a crash on landing at Paderborn.

100 Group aircraft reported sightings of only two twin-engined Nachtjäger over 
the northern part of the Netherlands, a Mosquito had several A.I. contacts near 
Zwischenahn airfield before being chased off by heavy Flak, and a Mosquito of 85 
Squadron claimed a ‘Ju188’ destroyed following a chase in the Meppen area at 03.00 
hrs. Remarkably, the claim exactly coincided with the loss of a Mosquito intruder 
to light Flak:

-157 Sqn Mosquito MM646: hit by 1./lei. Flak Abt. 959 at a height of 100 metres, burst into flames on 
crashing 9 km east of Hoogeveen at 03.00 hrs. 

The I. Jagdkorps reported one Nachtjäger of the force that was sent up against 
the Window feint as lost. Regrettably, no Verlustmeldung has been found.

IV./NJG1 was tasked with a special mission, 26 Bf110s and a Ju88 of this Gruppe attacking Allied troop concentrations and 
columns with bombs in the Veghel and Nijmegen areas in mid-evening. Surprisingly, none of the  attackers were lost, even though 
the Allied Ack-Ack defences were described by the 3. JD war diarist as ‘too strong for our night fighters to achieve any visible 
success’.

The only Nachtjagd Abschuss for the night occurred when the Kommandeur of II./NJG3 Hptm. Müller and his crew (Ofw. Lakowski 
(1. BF), Uffz. Weiss (2. BF) and Uffz. Bohne (BM/BS) flying a Himmelbett patrol in Ju88 D5+AC claimed a Stirling shot down over 
the sea north west of Ringköbing. Their quarry was a 138 Squadron Stirling, which was badly shot up in the encounter but managed to 
struggle back to Britain where it crash-landed near Ludford Magna at 02.35 hrs. Interestingly, the Abschuss was officially anerkannt by 
the OKL/RLM as a full victory on 12 January 1945, as the 41st - and final - officially confirmed victory of Stab II./NJG3 during WWII, 
and also as Hptm. Müller’s 14th and final confirmed victory.

Hptm. Hans-Hermann Müller: 14 Stab II./NJG3 Stirling sea 50-70 km NW Ringköbing (LP 34, Ringelnatter or Lama): 
400 m

00.27 138 Sqn Stirling LJ932  
(Cat. E damaged)

30 September-1 October 1944

Bomber Command mounted several minor bombing operations, the largest being a raid by 46 Mosquitoes against Hamburg. 20 
Mosquitoes of 100 Group were employed in Bomber Support duties. Whilst strafing a train to the north east of Braunschweig, one 
Mosquito was claimed shot down by light Flak, the victory being officially confirmed by the OKL on 23 January 1945:

-23 Sqn Mosquito HR201: hit by lei. Flak Bttr. 25/XI, crashed 1 km S. of Grassel nr. Braunschweig at 22.45 hrs. Note: heavy Flak claims by 3./schw. Flak Abt. 216 (o), 7./schw. 
Flak Abt. 401 (RAD) and 5./schw. Flak Abt. 232 (o) for the destruction of HR201 were rejected by the Abschusskommission on 4.2.1945.

By October 1944, the Luftwaffe’s fuel crisis due to the devastating combined Allied bombing offensive against oil targets had 
reached such heights that only the Experten were still sent out against incoming raids. These flew 866 sorties, resulting in a very meagre 
tally of 34 night-time Abschüsse when set against the 8,072 Bomber Command sorties that ventured into the Reich’s airspace during 
October. Some Main Force raids even attracted no, or hardly any, Nachtjagd opposition at all. Luftwaffe and Marine Flak scored a total 
of 31 Abschüsse by night against RAF Bomber Command and supporting operations during October 1944; six of these victory claims 
were contested by or shared with Nachtjäger.

F/O Millar RAAF and his 467 Squadron crew meeting the Duke of Gloucester in front of Lancaster LM239 PO-M, which was lost on 
the 26-27 September 1944 Karlsruhe raid (Coll. John Williams).

The Staffelkapitän of 2./NJG4 Hptm. Josef 
Krahforst, who had achieved 11 confirmed 
victories in the course of over 90 sorties, 
died together with his crew in a Mosquito 
attack over Somborn, Freigericht on 27-28 
September 1944 (Coll. Roland Charlier). 
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The Nachtjagd ranks were further depleted by 
54 aircraft and crews (or 6.2% of the arm’s front-line 
strength) during this month. Losses included Obstlt. 
Helmut Lent, Kommodore of NJG3 and victor in 110 
air combats, who suffered an engine failure on landing 
at Paderborn on 5 October. In the ensuing crash, Lent 
and his crew were so severely injured that they all 
died within the next two days. During his last 46 night 
sorties, Lent had amassed 39 victories, testimony of his 
exceptionally brilliant skills in night fighting.

2-3 October 1944

As usual during the full moon period, Bomber 
Command’s activity for the night was confined to 
Mosquito raids, against Braunschweig, Dortmund, 
Pforzheim and Frankfurt. Three of these raids were 
accurately plotted, but no Nachtjäger became airborne 
and all bomber Mosquito sorties returned safely. A 
Mosquito intruder was destroyed by light Flak of the 
Eggebek airfield defences:

-605 Sqn Mosquito HJ779: hit by I./lei. Hei. Flak Bttr. 38/XI, crashed on 
Eggebek airfield at 23.40 hrs.

The total Nachtjagd effort of the I. Jagdkorps were 
nine sorties. These included six crews of IV./NJG3 from 
Wittmundhafen that flew routine sea reconnaissance and 
Himmelbett patrols in the Frisian Islands area between 
19.12 and 06.13 hrs. One of their number, Fw. Möller 
and his Funker Uffz. Zollfrank were scrambled in Ju88 
G-1 D5+BX of the 12. Staffel at 20.09 hrs for a patrol in 
box Jaguar. One and a half hours into their patrol, they 
claimed a Wellington shot down to the north of Juist, 
before returning to Wittmundhafen at 22.43 hrs. Their 
victim, a Coastal Command ‘Wimpey’ of 524 Squadron, 
had taken off from Bircham Newton at 18.30 hrs to carry 
out an armed reconnaissance along the Dutch coast, 
and its base received a message at 20.20 hrs to say that 
the crew had located an enemy convoy and had scored 
hits with their bombs. An hour later, there was a further 
message that they were off the island of Borkum having 
spotted a second convoy but that they had not approached 
it. There was no further contact after that and no trace of 
the aircraft and its crew has ever been found.

Fw. Klaus Möller: 9 12./NJG3 Wellington sea 28 km N. Juist (AP 44, Jaguar): 1.500 m 21.43 524 Sqn Wellington MF577

3-4 October 1944

Once again, due to the prevailing full moon conditions, only Mosquitoes were sent into the Reich airspace. Before midnight, five 
forces of the Light Night Strike Force bombed Kassel, Münster-Handorf airfield, Aschaffenburg, Kamen and Pforzheim, for no loss. 
The largest Mosquito raid, 43 aircraft on Kassel, was continuously plotted from a position over East Anglia (at 21.29 hrs) to the target 
and back, and were accurately recognised as a force of ‘50 Mosquitoes’. Four crews of the Kassel raid reported jet-propelled aircraft 
on their track (in the target and Köln areas), but none of these jets made an attempt to engage.

Possibly the only piston-engined Nachtjäger to become airborne on this night, Oblt. Briegleb and his crew of 10./NJG3 were 
scrambled from Varel airfield in Ju88 G-1 D5+BV at 22.50 hrs for a sortie in Himmelbett area Jaguar at Juist Island. 20 minutes later, 
they intercepted a Wellington of 524 Squadron flying at a height of 250 m. to the north of Borkum. A fierce dog fight over the wave 

tops developed, which lasted 
for five minutes. During the 
engagement, the Wellington’s 
rear gunner shot out 
Briegleb’s right-hand engine, 
before the German ace finally 
sent his opponent down into 
the sea. Oblt. Briegleb then 
limped back to the mainland 
and, ignoring Obstlt. Helmut 
Lent’s direct orders to belly in, 
performed a risky single-engine landing at Wittmundhafen at 23.40 hrs. In an ironic twist of fate, Lent was to die as a result of suffering 
engine failure and crashing his Ju88 on landing at Paderborn only two days later.

Oblt. Walter Briegleb: 15 10./NJG3 Wellington sea 50 km N. Borkum (UO 84, Jaguar): 300 m. 23.13 524 Sqn Wellington MF319

4-5 October 1944

66 Lancasters and Halifaxes were sent out to lay magnetic mines in the Kattegat between 20.43 and 21.46 hrs, whereas a second 
force of 12 Halifaxes was dispatched to sow mines off Oslo between 22.44 and 22.59 hrs. Both forces proceeded on the same outward-
bound route to northern Denmark, whence the Kattegat force mostly turned south east to their allotted Gardening areas. Because all 
outward-bound mine-layers preserved Radar and signals silence until a point at 06.30 E (near Borkum), the force was not plotted until 
20.52 hrs, when the mine-layers were already over, or near, their targets. In reaction, elements of all four Gruppen of NJG3 were hastily 
scrambled, at least five of which patrolled in three Himmelbett stations in northern Denmark until 22.34 hrs. Two Running Commentary 
controllers of 2. JD broadcast plots on the ‘heavies’ in the Grove area, between 21.19 and 22.01 hrs, for the benefit of Zahme Sau fighters.

Three Nachtjäger, all belonging to II./NJG3 from Grove, were responsible for the loss of all three aircraft of the Kattegat force that 
failed to return. 25-year old Oblt. Györy of the 5. Staffel, who had been scrambled from Aalborg West at 20.00 hrs, engaged outward-
bound Lancaster PB235 of 44 Squadron near Hansted. Setting his quarry on fire, five parachutes were seen leaving the flaming aircraft, 
three of which caught fire. The Lancaster was also claimed destroyed by a Marine Flak battery based at Hamborg near Hanstholm. At 
20.35 hrs, the Lancaster dived vertically into Risgårde Bredning bay, exploding moments before it hit the water. Györy had joined the 
Nachtjagd in September 1944 after a successful career as a reconnaissance pilot, which had earned him the award of the Ritterkreuz 
in March 1944. Two other crews of II./NJG3 each claimed a homeward-bound Viermot destroyed to the west and north west of 
Ringköbing, another Lancaster was damaged in combat with a Ju88 well out to sea on its return flight.

The 12 mine-layers flying to Oslo were plotted over the earlier part of their outward route (between 20.42 and 21.45 hrs), but, in all 
probability, they attracted no fighter opposition.

Western Front
A rare ULTRA report for the night of 4-5 October (which is kept in DEFE 3-233) gives detailed information on a Nachtschlacht 

operation that was carried out by IV./NJG1. 15 crews of the Dortmund-based Gruppe, all with less than five victories, were briefed to fly 
at a height of 4,000 metres to the St. Trond, Hasselt, Namur and Liège area where they were ordered to attack all Allied supply efforts, 
and with an emphasis on railway targets. St. Trond airfield was given as an alternative target. Dive attacks were to be made with forward 
armamant at very low-level, the crews being told that ‘the gravity of the situation called for these unusual operations’. Apparently, the 
ground attack mission - the first of its kind for the Nachtjagd since 10-11 August - was completed without loss.

Oblt. August Györy: 1 5./NJG3 4-mot 20 km NE Nyköbing (JS 6): 3.000 m. 20.25 44 Sqn Lancaster PB235. 
Note: also claimed by 3./M. Flak. Abt. 814 (‘enemy aircraft shot down in JT or KT 20.30 hrs’) in Lögstör-Höjslev area

Hptm. Johann Dreher: 2 6./NJG3 4-mot 50 km W. Ringköbing (MQ 49): 1.000 m. 21.30 427 Sqn Halifax MZ756  
or 626 Sqn Lancaster PB412

Oblt. Rudolf Szardenings: 10 5./NJG3 4-mot 30 km NW Ringköbing (MQ 39): 900 m. 22.05 427 Sqn Halifax MZ756  
or 626 Sqn Lancaster PB412

Only few Nachtjagd Bordfunker (WOp/Radar operators) were decorated 
with the coveted Ritterkreuz during WWII: Oblt. Erich Weißflog (here 
depicted, Bordfunker to Hans-Joachim Jabs, 48 Abschussbeteiligungen, or 
‘contributions to claims’); Ofw. Kurt Bundrock (Bordfunker to Reinhold 
Knacke and Werner Streib, participated in 49 night Abschüsse); Lt. Anton 
Heinemann (Bordfunker to Gerhard Raht, 56 Nachtabschussbeteiligungen); 
Ofw. Hans-Georg Schierholz (Funker to Rudolf Frank and Werner 
Husemann, contributed to 57 victories in 212 Nachtjagd sorties); 
Ofw. Heinrich Wilke (Funker to Paul Zorner, 58 Abschussbeteiligungen); 
Lt. Karl-Ludwig Johanssen (Funker to Martin Becker, participated 
in 59 Abschüsse); Ofw. Erich Handke (Funker to Georg Kraft, Heinz-
Wolfgang Schnaufer, Karl-Heinz Scherfling, and Martin Drewes, 59 
Abschussbeteiligungen); Fw. Carlos Nugent (Funker to Heinz Rökker, 
contributed to 64 Abschüsse); Ofw. Gerhard Scheibe (Funker to Manfred 
Meurer and the first Nachtjagd Bordfunker to receive the Ritterkreuz on 10 
December 1943, 65 Abschussbeteiligungen, KIA 21/22.1.1944); Ofw. Hans 
Liebherr (Funker to Wilhelm Herget, participated in 68 victories); Lt. Walter 
Kubisch (Funker to Helmut Lent, 89 Abschussbeteiligungen, KIA 6.10.1944); 
Lt. Fritz Rumpelhardt (contributed to 100 Abschüsse with Heinz-Wolfgang 
Schnaufer); and Ofw. Johannes Richter (BF to Rudolf Schoenert, 62 
Abschussbeteiligungen plus four rejected claims) (Coll. Marc Verhaart). 

Light Flak of the airfield 
defences of an unidentified 
Fliegerhorst being hosed up. 
On 2-3 October 1944, a 605 
Squadron Mosquito intruder 
was destroyed by light Flak of 
the Eggebek airfield defences 
(Coll. Horst Jeckel).
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5-6 October 1944

Reichsverteidigung
Saarbrücken, a town just 30 km east of the frontline of the U.S. Third Army, was attacked by two waves of heavy bombers, at an 

interval of two hours. 190 sorties were dispatched to attack the marshalling yards of the town between 20.22 and 20.35 hrs, followed 
by a strong force of 361 bombers that struck at the town itself between 22.19 and 22.50 hrs. Despite the very short penetration into 

enemy territory, Bomber Command 
HQ took all possible steps to conceal 
its intentions; the bombers crossed 
France at low-level, preserving strict 
signals and Radar silence, a Window 
spoof simulated a thrust towards 
Mainz and Frankfurt during the second 
Main Force attack, and six Mosquitoes 
struck directly and simultaneously at 
Frankfurt.

There was only very slight fighter 
opposition against both waves of the 
Main Force. The first Saarbrücken 
raid was plotted at 20.08 hrs in the 
area north of Luxemburg and plots 
continued to the target. Two minutes 
after the first plots were passed, eight 
Ju88 G-1s of I./NJG4 were scrambled 
from Langendiebach, two crews taking 
up Himmelbett patrols in boxes Kauz 
and Bergziege. Another (unidentified) 
Gruppe was also sent up against the 
first Saarbrücken force, but further 
details are lacking. Just one ‘heavy’ 
of the first wave was attacked by a 
Nachtjäger in the target area. The two 
Gruppen that were airborne against 
the first wave were ordered to land at 
20.44 hrs, very soon after the bombing 
had ended, possibly because of the 
prevailing heavy cloud with rain and 

icing. For this reason, III./NJG4 was prevented from taking off at all. Two further (unidentified) Gruppen were scrambled too late, and 
were recalled within a few minutes, also at 20.44 hrs. The returning bombers were plotted as far as the Luxemburg area, but no attempt 
at return route interception was made. A crew of I./NJG4 was forced to bale out at an unspecified location after being hit by ‘friendly’ 
Flak and running out of fuel. 15 Saarbrücken raiders returned to the UK with Flak damage.

The German ground controllers did not succeed in taking any concentration of plots during the short penetration of the second wave 
on Saarbrücken. Six Nachtjäger made attacks on heavy bombers but none of these resulted in an Abschuss.

100 Group Mosquitoes claimed three night fighters damaged, whereas the Germans reported one Bf110 G-4 of 12./NJG1 as actually 
shot down by an intruder at Dorsten, or near Freudenberg, two of the crew being killed.

A minor force of 20 LNSF Mosquitoes that attacked Berlin between 20.26 and 20.48 hrs was accurately plotted from the moment 
it crossed the coast in the Cuxhaven area at 19.42 hrs. In reaction, three single-engined units were scrambled to combat the ‘Wooden 
Wonders’. A few Bf109 G-6s of 1./NJG11 became airborne from Biblis at 20.15 hrs, whilst 10./JG300 and NJGr.10 were sent up at 
around the same time; they were informed, at 20.35 hrs, of ‘bombing in the north of Berlin’. The Mosquito force returned without loss 
and reported no incidents; five of their number suffered slight Flak damage. Still, two Nachtjäger each claimed a Mosquito shot down 
in the target area. Apparently, both claims were considered highly doubtful by the OKL and were marked ‘VNE: ASM’.

Western Front
Elements of IV./NJG1 were once more employed in ground-attack duties into Belgium. Lt. Matzak and his crew of Uffz. Paubel 

(BF) and Lt. Bahren (BS) of the 12. Staffel flew a Nachtschlacht sortie into the Hasselt area in Bf110 G-4 G9+OZ between 21.26 and 
23.26 hrs.

Lt. Karl Mitterdorfer 10./JG300 Mosquito Berlin: 7.500 - 4.000 m. 20.30 VNE: ASM, unidentified

Uffz. Günter 2. Erg. NJ-St./NJGr.10 Mosquito Berlin 20.32 VNE: ASM, unidentified

6-7 October 1944

Reichsverteidigung
Two major raids were mounted, both attacks taking place in the mid-evening, about half an hour before the moon came up. 523 

aircraft flew to Dortmund, making their approach over France at low-level to avoid detection until the last possible moment. To the 
south west of Köln, at around 19.35 hrs, the force turned north east towards the Ruhr whilst climbing to its bombing height of 13-27,000 
feet. At that point, 11 Mosquitoes broke away from the stream to the south east on a course towards Mannheim-Ludwigshafen, and 
a Windowing spoof appeared from the south west of those towns at 19.17 hrs to present a further threat to them. Due to the low-level 
approach on the outward route, the Main 
Force was belatedly first plotted in the 
area west of Malmédy at 19.44 hrs, flying 
east, and mistakenly identified by the 3. JD 
controller as a force of ‘50 Mosquitoes’.

Although plots continued on the Main 
Force bomber route to the target, the 
Mosquito and Window spoofs succeeded 
in drawing up a small Tame Boar force. 
These were five Ju88 G-1s of III./NJG4 
(from Mainz-Finthen at around 19.15-20 
hrs), eight Ju88 G-1s of II./NJG4 (from 
Rhein-Main airfield at around 20.05 hrs, 
all recalled by Jafü Mittelrhein soon after 
take-off), and at least one Ju88 crew of I./
NJG4 (scrambled from Grossostheim at 
20.04 hrs). One further crew of II./NJG4 
took up a GCI patrol in box Bergziege and 
three Ju88 G-1 crews of 7./NJG4 were also 
being employed in Himmelbett duties. In 
addition, 7. JD scrambled nine Bf110s of 
I./NJG6 from Gross Sachsenheim against 
the Mannheim spoof at 20.12 hrs. Finally, 
a few single-engined fighters of 1./NJG11 
and 1./NJGr.10 were sent up from Biblis 
at around 19.55-20.05 hrs. Lt. Sachs of 1./NJGr.10, for example, became airborne in Bf109 G-14 ‘White 11’ at 20.06 hrs for his 19th 
Feindflug. He failed to find any ‘heavies’ and landed at Bonn-Hangelar at 21.38 hrs. Only at 20.28 hrs, when the last Main Force 
bombers were plotted passing over Bonn and bombing had already been in progress for 12 minutes, was the Dortmund raid described 
as ‘a large force’. The confusion on the part of the Nachtjagd controllers had the result that very few fighters were committed against 
the real raid, and these were able to put up only a very weak defence on the outward-bound route.

Sightings of Nachtjäger began just south west of Liège and there were four isolated attacks and one combat on the north east leg into 
the target. The Main Force bombed Dortmund between 20.16 and 20.52 hrs. During the actual bombing attack, bomber crews reported 
four attacks and three combats, between 20.24 and 20.34 hrs. Afterwards, on the long leg home - which was plotted by the Germans as 
far as the area north of Venlo - there were only a few isolated incidents. Two Nachtjäger were fired upon by bombers. The mid-upper 
gunner of 408 Squadron Halifax NP718 claimed an Me109 shot down in flames near Geldern at 20.48 hrs. One Nachtjäger flying with 
the bombers into liberated territory delivered an attack over north east Belgium. Not a single heavy bomber of the Dortmund force was 
shot down by a night fighter. Four Dortmund raiders, or less than 1% of the force dispatched, were lost to the heavy Ruhr Flak defences, 
and 36 Main Force aircraft returned with Flak damage.

-115 Sqn Lancaster LL880: hit by 1./schw. Flak Abt. 643, 3./schw. Flak Abt. 366, 3. & 4./schw. Flak Abt. 243, 1./schw. Flak Abt. 424 (Eisb.) and schw. Flakbattr. z.b.V. 10462, 
crashed at Oberhausen-Sterkrade at 20.44 hrs.

-433 Sqn Halifax LW129: hit by 4./schw. Flak Abt. 243, 1./schw. Flak Abt. 424 (Eisb.), 4./schw. Flak Abt. 471 and Schw. Flak Battr. z.b.V. 10401, crashed at Duisburg-
Hamborn at 20.45 hrs.

-426 Sqn Halifax NP739: hit by 3./schw. Flak Abt. 366 and 1./schw. Flak Abt. 643, crashed at Rhade near Dorsten at 20.48 hrs.

-75 Sqn Lancaster LM104: hit by 3./schw. Flak Abt. 394, 3./schw. Flak Abt. 446 (Eisb.) and 3./schw. Flak Abt. 416 (Eisb.), fell at Willich-Hoxhöfe at 20.49 hrs.

IV./NJG1, based at Dortmund, had suffered the loss of four Bf110s that were completely destroyed in a strafing attack by 
Thunderbolts on the 5th October. The Gruppe was not employed against the Dortmund raid, as Lt. Rumpelhardt, Bordfunker to the 
Kommandeur of IV./NJG1 Hptm. Schnaufer, explains, ‘We were sitting in the command post, following the situation. The only reports 
were of nuisance raids. However, that didn’t seem very credible to us, as we were able to observe the gentle progress of the enemy on the 

Utter devastation at the spot were 106 Squadron Lancaster PD214 crashed and exploded 
at Varrelbusch at 20.43 hrs on the evening of 6 October 1944. The violent explosion 
created a deep crater, many pieces of aircraft wreckage and human remains being 
flung over the farmyard of Hans Broening and a small wood in the background (Coll. 
Volker Urbansky).

By October 1944, the Luftwaffe’s fuel crisis due to the devastating combined Allied 
bombing offensive against oil targets had reached such heights that only the Experten 
were still sent out against incoming raids. This colour cartoon was drawn by Uffz. Emil 
Nonnenmacher, a pilot serving with 9./NJG2, depicting a Nachtjäger flying on wood gas 
instead of on fuel. The text reads: ‘Zur Zeit wir uns mit Sprit begnügen, in Zukunft heißt’s mit 
Holzgas fliegen’., or: ‘Right now, we’ve still a fuel supply / But soon we’ll use wood gas to fly’. 
(Coll. Frau Susanne Horstmeyer). 
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situation map, and it was too slow for Mosquitos. Gradually we were overtaken by a feeling 
of unease, made all the worse as the enemy aircraft were heading straight for Dortmund. 
Schnaufer’s repeated discussions about this with the Jagddivision couldn’t convince them 
to order us up. Wilhelm (Ofw. Gänzler, BS in Schnaufer’s crew, author’s note), who’d been 
up on the observation platform, suddenly rushed down into the command post: ‘To judge 
by the noise of the engines, it’s clearly a formation of bombers, very near the airfield!’ It 
was no longer possible to take-off, as the first bombs were already falling. We scrambled 
out of the building and leapt into the nearest trenches and foxholes, and by then some of the 
‘blessings from above’ were upon us. I’ve seldom so trembled with fear, and how I wished 
to be in the air! It was then clear to me what the civilian population had to get through 
during the attacks on the cities, to which they were exposed more or less without defence’.

Simultaneously with the Dortmund raid, a force of 253 aircraft was dispatched to bomb 
Bremen. Tactical surprise was achieved by the use of a protective Mandrel screen off the 
Dutch coast (which began its Radar jamming work at 18.15 hrs) by a low-level approach 
towards the mouth of the Weser River, and by restrictions on the use of H2S en route. 
German plotting of the raid only began in an area 75 km north west of Texel at 19.45 hrs; 
13 minutes later, the force was assessed as ‘150 aircraft’ and plotted north of Terschelling. 
Locally-based elements of NJG3, including the I. and IV. Gruppen, were scrambled around 
this time, but the fighter reaction came too late to engage the outward-bound stream in 
force. Lt. Stock of 12./NJG3, who had been scrambled from Marx airfield in Ju88 D5+EX 
at 19.12 hrs for a patrol in Himmelbett box Jaguar, was the only Nachtjäger to score an 
Abschuss over an outward-bound ‘heavy’, sending down a 49 Squadron Lancaster into the 
sea north of Baltrum.

Over Bremen, the bombers were subjected to searchlights and a moderate to intense 
barrage of heavy Flak, in which two Lancasters were downed and 25 damaged:

-49 Sqn Lancaster PB429: coned by of 2. & 3./Flakscheinw. Abt. 269, hit by 4./schw. Flak Abt. 531, 5./schw. Flak Abt. 
390 and 2./schw. Flak Abt. 542, fell at Leuchtenburg at 20.10 hrs.

-106 Sqn Lancaster PD214: coned by 2. & 3./Flakscheinw. Abt. 269 and 3./Flakscheinw. Abt. 268, hit by 2. & 4./
schw. Flak Abt. 531, 1., 5. & 6./schw. Flak Abt. 390, 2./schw. Flak Abt. 542 and 1./schw. Flak Abt. 521, crashed and 
exploded at Varrelbusch at 20.43 hrs.

Only some ten minutes into the bombing attack (which was executed between 20.25 and 20.39 hrs) it appears that the fighters of 
NJG3 finally appeared in numbers over Bremen, as there were four Nachtjäger attacks during the latter stages of the bombing and 
numerous fighters were seen by the bomber crews. One of these resulted in the loss of a bomber, Uffz. Hurth of the 12. Staffel sending 
down a 207 Squadron Lancaster over the city’s fringes; the ‘heavy’ was also claimed destroyed by the Bremen Flak defences. In turn, 
a Bf110 G-4 of 2./NJG3 crashed at Bargteheide following air combat, probably with 630 Squadron Lancaster LM637, which returned 
with a claim for a ‘Ju88’ probably destroyed in the Bremen area at 20.33 hrs. Oblt. Heinz Kerl and his crew all baled out, two of them 
with injuries.

At 20.37 hrs, the Laufende Reportage controllers stated that the attack on Bremen was over and that a force of ‘about 100 aircraft’ 
was flying out. Supported by H2S plots that were passed to the Nachtjäger until the homeward-bound stream had reached a point 14 km 
north of Terschelling at 21.07 hrs, some of the fighters continued to tackle the stream as far as Groningen Province. On this leg, Oblt. 
Briegleb of 10./NJG3 shot down a 463 Squadron Lancaster near Leer at 20.44 hrs. Shortly after, his Ju88 G-1 D5+EV, in turn, was 
intercepted by Serrate Mosquito NT234 of 141 Squadron. After a Radar and visual chase of some 15 minutes, the Mossie pilot F/Lt. 
Gallagher opened fire on the Ju88 to the west of Groningen, his quarry exploding with tremendous force at 21.22 hrs. Briegleb and two 
of his crew baled out injured at Beetsterzwaag; his Bordfunker Fw. Kowalewski was killed. This, incidentally, was the only 100 Group 
Bomber Support Mosquito victory for the night. In all, just five ‘heavies’ of the Bremen force were lost.

I./NJG1 was sent up very late from Münster-Handorf at around 21.00 hrs to hunt for the homeward-bound Bremen raid, but the Uhus 
were recalled by their 3. JD controller only a short while later, because they would be unable to reach the ‘heavies’ in time.

According to a report of the German Quartermaster Department 6 (which is kept in AIR 20/11995), the Nachtjagd employed 89 
twin-engined Reichsverteidigung sorties against the Dortmund and Bremen raids, which claimed three certain Abschüsse for the loss of 
two Nachtjäger. In a 3. JD appreciation, the following comments were made, ‘First. Attack on Dortmund area, in several formations via 
Koblenz and Bonn through area thinly covered by aircraft reporting system. Most northerly formation plotted as Mosquitoes on basis 
of speed. Strength of majority of raids probably underestimated owing heavy Window interference. Aircraft flying over Bonn thought 
at first to be four-engined as too noisy for Mosquitoes but not clearly identified as such until later because first height-readings of five 
thousand metres suggested Mosquitoes. Secondly. Proposed to reintroduce interception over target even in gun defended areas near 
front in order to cope with surprise shallow raids, since in such cases no time for route interception even if aircraft promptly identified 
as heavies’. In an evaluation report of the failed Nachtjagd defences against the Dortmund and Bremen raids, the I. Jagdkorps was most 
critical in its reflections: ‘Prompt and successful action by night fighters impossible owing wholly inadequate information on approach 
flight from central plotting stations and aircraft reporting service of the JDs. Essential for Y service to pick up bombers 200 kilometres 

before coast crossed either in Heligoland Bight or in West. 
Also essential to know whether Mosquitoes or heavies 
concerned with estimates of numbers. 2. and 3. JD and 
fighter area Middle Rhine completely failed to judge or 
report strength and direction of raids’. (The latter two 
reports were found in ULTRA, in DEFE 3-236 and 237).

Whilst the two Main Force raids were taking place, the 
population of Berlin was kept in the air raid shelters by 
22 LNSF Mosquitoes, which attacked the Reich capital 
between 20.20 and 20.25 hrs. From the moment when this 
force had reached a point N-NNW of Borkum at 18.59 
hrs, its progress was accurately plotted all the way to the 
target and on the homeward route as far as the area south 
of the Zuiderzee. Heavy Flak knocked down an outward-
bound Mosquito north of Hamburg, three Mosquitoes 
being slightly damaged by Flak:

-571 Sqn Mosquito MM113: hit by 2., 4. & 5./schw. Flak Abt. 267, 4./schw. 
Flak Abt. 232 (RAD) and 1./schw. Flak Abt. 144 (Eisb.), crashed N. of 
Bönningstedt nr. Hamburg at 19.40 hrs.

10./JG300 claimed three Mosquitoes destroyed over 
Berlin. A 139 Squadron Mosquito was damaged in five 
single-engined fighter attacks over Berlin and a 128 
Squadron Mosquito was shot up by two fighters shortly 
after bombing, but there were no Mosquito losses to 
Nachtjäger.

The last Nachtjagd claimant of the night, Hptm. 
Dreher, St.Kpt. of 6./NJG3, shot down an SOE 161 
Squadron Stirling over the North Sea west of Denmark.

Earlier, in the mid-afternoon of 6th October, Ofw. Jakob 
Schultz and his inexperienced 3./NJG7 crew left Vaerlöse, 
Denmark airfield in Ju88 G-1 D9+NL for a training flight. 
In a fully overcast sky, the crew experienced compass 
trouble and wandered into Swedish territory to the south 
of Malmö. Swedish fighter aircraft intercepted the Junkers 
and forced it to land on Bulltofta aerodrome, where it 
touched down at 16.37 hrs. The Swedish authorities 
allowed the German crew to return to Denmark, but kept 
their aircraft. Swedish Intelligence thoroughly examined 
its armament and secret Radar and radio equipment (SN-2 and Flensburg), before it was finally returned, by boat, to Germany on 3 
February 1945.

Western Front
After the end of all the Bomber Command activity over Germany, several Nachtjagd Gruppen were sent up on Nachtschlacht duties, 

which turned out to be a very costly affair. Seven Bf110 G-4 crews of II./NJG1, briefed for low-level harassing strafing attacks on 
Allied rolling stock in the area of Liège, Namur, St. Trond and Hasselt, left Düsseldorf between 22.39 and 23.01 hrs. One crew returned 
early due to R/T failure and only two other crews made it back to base, landing at 01.10 and 01.14 hrs respectively. The remaining four 
Bf110s were posted missing, two of which were shot down by Mosquitoes. G9+MN of the 5. Staffel was destroyed by a 409 Squadron 
crew near Peer in Belgium, Fw. Koch, a five-victory ace being taken prisoner of war, his crew were killed. G9+NP of the 6. Staffel 
went down in a 219 Squadron Mosquito attack near Ede in Holland, Fw. Püchner with one confirmed Abschuss to his credit was killed. 
Hptm. Erich Frey and his crew in G9+EC of the Gruppenstab came down in the Gembloux area; they most probably fell foul of a 
USAAF P-61 of the 422nd NFS, which claimed a Bf110 as probably destroyed NE of Liège. Finally, G9+HN of 5./NJG1 was hit by 
‘friendly’ Flak and subsequently abandoned after running low on fuel to the south west of Aachen at 02.00 hrs. In addition, two Ju88 
G-1s engaged in Nachtschlacht operations were shot down by ack-ack. These were 3C+AR of 7./NJG4, which lost its bearings and was 
shot down by American ack-ack 6 km east of Maastricht at 22.00 hrs, and a Junkers of 11./NJG1, which was completely wrecked in 
a crash near Amay, Belgium, at about 20.00 hrs. The latter aircraft may also have been shot down by a 410 Squadron Mosquito crew, 
who claimed a Ju88 destroyed 16 miles NE of Namur.

It was the last Nachtschlacht operation by the Nachtjagd for some time; the ground attack effort was only resumed in early December 1944.

Hptm. Erich Frey, T.O. and pilot in 
Stab II./NJG1 and his crew were 
posted missing during Nachtschlacht 
operations in the Kampfraum (battle 
area) Belgium on 6-7 October 1944 
(Coll. DRK Vermisstenbildliste, via 
Alexander Heuser).

On 7 October 1944, the Kommodore of NJG3 Obstlt. Helmut Lent (here 
depicted on a signed wartime postcard in the rank of Major) succumbed 
to his injuries sustained in a crash at Nordborchen (Borchen) on 
approach to Paderborn airfield two days earlier (Coll. Lieuwe Boonstra).



96 97

NORTH SEA

ENGLISH CHANNEL

BALTIC SEA

NETHERLANDS

BELGIUM

SWEDEN

DENMARK

Berlin

Dortmund
20:16 to 20:52 hrs

20:20 to 20:25 hrs.

Bremen
20:12 to 20:38 hrs

GERMANY

UNITED KINGDOM

Ludwigshafen
20:06 to 20:09 hrs.

Festung
Dunkirk

FRANCE

LUXEMBOURG

Saarbrücken
21:04 to 21:07 hrs.

FRANCE

AUGSBURG

NÜRNBERG

KARLSRUHE

STUTTGART

HAMBURG

FRANKFURT
AM MAIN

WIESBADEN

ROSTOCK

BRAUNSCHWEIGHANNOVER

KÖLN

BONN

ESSEN

BIELEFELD

AACHEN

KREFELD

GELSENKIRCHEN

DUISBURG

MÖNCHENGLADBACH

BOCHUM

DÜSSELDORF

MÜNSTER

OBERHAUSEN

CHEMNITZ

DRESDEN

LEIPZIG

MAGDEBURG

HALLE (SAALE)

KIEL

LÜBECK

PINNEBERG

SEGEBERG

STORMARN

OSTHOLSTEIN

ERFURT

CHARLEROI

ANTWERPEN

GENT

KØBENHAVN

AARHUS

LONDON

SOUTHAMPTON

LEEDS

SHEFFIELD

LEICESTER NORWICH

COVENTRY

NEWCASTLE
UPON TYNE

SUNDERLAND

SOLIHULL

WAKEFIELD

DERBY
NOTTINGHAM

KINGSTON
UPON HULL

BRADFORD

LUTON

EINDHOVEN

ROTTERDAM

DEN HAAG
UTRECHT

AMSTERDAM

GRONINGEN

LILLE

SZCZECIN

MALMÖ

Bergziege

Jaguar

Lancaster
PB353
49 Sqn

Lancaster
ME667

207 Sqn
Lancaster

LM375
463 Sqn

Lancaster
PB429
49 Sqn

Lancaster
PD214

106 Sqn

Lancaster
LL880

115 Sqn

Halifax
LW129

433 Sqn

Halifax
NP739

426 Sqn

Lancaster
LM104
75 Sqn

Stirling
LK238

161 Sqn

Mosquito
MM113
571 Sqn

Mosquito
MM678
157 Sqn

Bf110 G-4
2./NJG3

Ju88 G-1
710639

10./NJG3

Bf110 G-4
440130
5./NJG1

Bf110 G-4
140218
6./NJG1

Bf110 G-4
440267

Stab II./NJG1

Bf110 G-4
140763
5./NJG1

Ju88 G-1
7./NJG4

Ju88 G-1
714460

11./NJG1

µ

0 20 40 60 80 10010
Miles

Allies

Axis

Controlled zones

Base cartography
! Cities

Rivers

Military units and bases
Himmelbett station/radio beacon!

Frontline on 6-7 October 1944

Bomber Command Airfields!

Routes

Dortmund

Bremen

Secondary Targets

Legend
Targets

Losses
Luftwaffe loss

RAF loss by other causes

RAF loss by Flak

RAF loss by Nachtjäger

Secondary Targets Raids

Return

Entry

Dortmund Raid

Return

Entry

Bremen Raid

Return

Entry

14° E

12° E

12° E

10° E

10° E

8° E

8° E

6° E

6° E

4° E

4° E

2° E

2° E

0° 

0° 

56
° 

N

54
° 

N

54
° 

N

52
° 

N

52
° 

N

50
° 

N

50
° 

N

From To
3 Lancaster 171 165 2 20:22 20:52
6 Halifax & Lancaster 293 278 2 20:24 20:46
8 Lancaster & Mosquito 59 41 1 20:16 20:35
5 Lancaster & Mosquito 244 237 5 20:12 20:38
1 Lancaster 9 9 - 20:26 20:30

Ludwigshafen 8 Mosquito 11 10 - 20:06 20:09
Berlin 8 Mosquito 22 20 1 20:20 20:25

Saarbrücken 8 Mosquito 2 2 - 21:04 21:07
1 Lancaster 4 4 - 20:27 20:34
4 Halifax 10 10 - 20:08 20:19
5 Lancaster 5 5 - 20:12 20:23

Bomber Support 100
Mosquito, Stirling, Fortress, 

Halifax
101 98 1 - -

Signal Patrols 100 Liberator & Mosquito 10 10 -
Meteorological Recon 8 Mosquito 2 2 -

Special Operations 3 Various 6 - 1

Time Over 

Dortmund

Bremen

Target Group Type of Aircraft Number of 
Aircraft

number of aircraft that 
attacked the target

Aircraft 
Lost

Minelaying

6th/7th OCTOBER 1944



98 99

Lt. Hermann Stock: 7 12./NJG3 Lancaster sea 30 km N. Baltrum (UP 94, Jaguar): 4.500 m 19.43 49 Sqn Lancaster PB353

Lt. Kurt Welter: 21 10./JG300 Mosquito Berlin: 8.000 m. 20.30 139 Sqn Mosquito KB162 (damaged). 
Note: sustained damage after being attacked five times by single-engined fighters over Berlin. Claim Lt. Welter not listed in OKL/RLM 10./JG300 Confirmed Abschussübersicht, 
probably still awaiting adjudication at the end of the war    

Uffz. Anton Schmid: 1 10./JG300 Mosquito Berlin: 8.000–7.000 m. 20.30 139 Sqn Mosquito KB162 (damaged). 
Note: sustained damage after being attacked five times by single-engined fighters over Berlin. Claim Uffz. Schmid not listed in OKL/RLM 10./JG300 Confirmed 
Abschussübersicht, probably still awaiting adjudication at the end of the war  

Uffz. Carl-Hans Hurth: 2 12./NJG3 4-mot western edge Bremen: 4.200 m. 20.36 207 Sqn Lancaster ME667. 
Note: also claimed by Flak of 2. & 3./schw. Flak Abt. 117, 2. & 3./schw. Flak Abt. 390, 6./schw. Flak Abt. 222, 1.& 6./schw. Flak Abt. 262 and 5./schw. Flak Abt. 606 (‘Lancaster 
Lehesterdeich bei Bremen 6.000 m 20.32 hrs’)

Lt. Georg Czypionka: 1 10./JG300 Mosquito Berlin: 8.500–7.000 m. 20.40 128 Sqn Mosquito KB395 (damaged). 
Note: Cat. AC damaged in two fighter attacks shortly after bombing at 20.35 hrs, starboard flap shot away. Claim Lt. Czypionka not listed in OKL/RLM 10./JG300 Confirmed 
Abschussübersicht, probably still awaiting adjudication at the end of the war   

Oblt. Walter Briegleb: 16 10./NJG3 Lancaster Leer, Ostfriesland (CP 9): 5.300 m. 20.44 463 Sqn Lancaster LM375

Hptm. Johann Dreher: 3 6./NJG3 Stirling near Holstebro (LS 59): 100 m. 01.23 161 Sqn Stirling LK238

7-8 October 1944

47 aircraft of 100 Group flew a feint operation in the direction of Bremen, aimed to lure the Nachtjagd into the air in force as on the 
previous night’s operations. The Nachtjagd controllers took the bait: the 100 Group Window force moving out from a dispersed Mandrel 
screen was plotted from a position about 120 km north of Den Helder at 19.31 hrs and described as a ‘strong bomber formation’. In 
reaction, an estimated 80 fighters of NJG2 and I., II. and III./NJG3 were scrambled, plus Ju88 G-1 3C+OJ of 1./NJG4 flown by Lt. 
Ewert from as far away as Langendiebach.

Three Ju88 G-1s of 7. and 8./NJG3 (coded D5+GR, KK and JS) were lost in crashes in the North Sea off Westerland and at 
Haderslev, all at 20.06-20.07 hrs and with the loss of all 11 crew members on board. D5+JS was piloted by Oblt. Horst Henning, a 
former bomber ace and Ritterkreuzträger in KG77 who had joined 8./NJG3 a few months previously. None of these crews had opened 
their score in the Nachtjagd yet; no cause of the losses is given in the German reports. In addition, Ju88 G-1 4R+DT of 9./NJG2, 
engaged in a reconnaissance sortie, was destroyed by a 410 Squadron Mosquito some 25 km NE of Hasselt at 21.00 hrs. Lt. Fiedler 
with one victory to his credit was taken prisoner of war, his crew was posted missing.

9-10 October 1944

435 aircraft were detailed to bomb Bochum between 20.23 and 20.45 hrs. The force was routed in via Calais, flying over northern 
France as if heading for Mainz, Frankfurt or beyond, before suddenly turning north towards the Ruhr, parallel with and to the east 
of the Rhine. Keeping strict radio and Radar silence, the ‘heavies’ kept below 2,500 feet as far as east of Hirson, then climbed 

to their operational height of 17-
20,000 feet and lost height again 
soon after bombing for the return 
route over liberated Belgium. In 
addition to the careful routeing of 
the bomber stream, considerable 
Bomber Support measures were 
taken to protect the Main Force 
raid. 100 Group supplied extensive 
Mosquito intruder and two Jostle 
jamming patrols, 47 Mosquitoes 
of the LNSF were sent out to 
bomb Wilhelmshaven about half 
an hour before the Bochum attack, 
and a Window spoof set course for 
Heligoland intending to simulate a 
heavy attack on Bremen. The spoof 
was supported by a thin Mandrel 
screen stretching out off the Dutch 
coast, to convince the Nachtjagd 
controllers that this, in fact, was a 
real raid.

These Bomber Command tactics 
worked very well. Following the first 
plots of the LNSF Wilhelmshaven 
raid (which were obtained by the 
Germans north of Vlieland and 
Terschelling at 18.57 hrs) the 2. 
JD controller sent up the whole 
of NJG3, based in Denmark and 
north west Germany from 19.30 hrs 
onwards and directed these fighters 
to the north of the Frisian Islands to 
prevent an attack on Bremen. The 
Window spoof turned back at about 
20.23 hrs, which was H-hour for 
Bochum, but the Nachtjagd activity 
in the north against the diversions 
lasted until 22.59 hrs. None of the 
Allied aircraft involved, however, 
were lost.

The outward-bound Bochum 
force was not detected until it 
crossed the ground battle area to the 
south of Aachen at 19.45 hrs; when 
it was finally plotted, the strength 
of the bomber force was estimated 
as ‘350 aircraft’. In reaction, just 
35 twin-engined fighters were 
scrambled: elements of IV./NJG1 
became airborne from Dortmund and Störmede at around 20.10-15 hrs and six He219 crews of I./NJG1 were sent up from Münster-
Handorf some 20 minutes later. As a result of the late take-offs, Nachtjäger interceptions were few on the bombers’ northerly leg into 
the Ruhr. Fw. Battaque, Bordfunker to Gruppenkommandeur of I./NJG1 Hptm. Baake, reflected in his Flugbuch: ‘Operational sortie 
into the Ruhr area. Take-off came too late. Belly-landed due to damaged undercarriage’. Two Experten of IV./NJG1 each dispatched a 
Halifax on the final leg into the target, their quarries (of 76 and 462 Squadron) coming down at Aprath and Bredenscheid, respectively. 
Flak downed two further bombers:

-424 Sqn Halifax MZ802: suffered compass problems, hit by 3./schw. Flak Abt. 465, Schw. Flak Abt. 707 and 2. & 4./schw. Flak Abt. 402 and crashed at Köln-Höhenberg at 
20.21 hrs.

-432 Sqn Halifax NP801: hit over target by at least two bombs and by 4. & 5./schw. Flak Abt. 301, 1. & 5./schw. Flak Abt. 463 and 7./schw. Flak Abt. 524 (o), abandoned to 
crash at Hoxfeld near Borken at 21.00 hrs.

Six fighter attacks occurred in the target area and five on the homeward-bound westward run just beyond the Ruhr defence belt, 
before the bomber force re-crossed the battle lines into Belgium, but the Nachtjagd controllers once again failed to organise really 
effective return route Zahme Sau opposition. Hptm. Schnaufer, the Kommandeur of IV./NJG1, who had become airborne from Dortmund 
in Bf110 G-4 G9+EF at 20.09 hrs for his 137th Feindflug, reached the 100 Abschüsse mark shooting down his second victim of the night 
on the first leg of its return flight close to the Dutch-German border near Bocholt. Schnaufer’s 100th Abschuss has been identified as 
homeward-bound 462 Squadron Halifax LL604. It was hit in the nose, navigator’s compartment and fuselage and abandoned on fire 
east north-east of Arnhem, crashing at Giesbeek at 21.00 hrs. Lt. Rumpelhardt, Schnaufer’s Bordfunker, recalled, ‘After a local flight on 
the 9th of October, I felt very unwell and came down with a fever. That afternoon, the codeword ‘Dove’ came through, which meant we 
had to reckon with a large attack that night, as the German radio detection service had picked up intensive British radio testing. I could 
not be permitted to be absent in these circumstances. I did everything I could to be at least partly mobile for the expected operation, and 
managed to keep my illness secret. Fortunately, our take-off was at 20.09, and by 21.40 we were ‘back home’. In the meantime, what we 
three had been so longing for had taken place. In the area around Bochum, Heinz had been able, after successful SN-2 interceptions, 
to set fire to number 99 at 20.32, and at 20.55 to number 100. Our celebrations were initially restrained, but then were all the more 
liberal upon our return to the command post’. Schnaufer’s Gruppen Adjutant Oblt. Fengler achieved his ninth Abschuss. He recorded 
in his Flugbuch: ‘Oblt. Fengler, Feldw. Hertelt, Uffz. Freund, Bf110 CF, Einsatz, Dortmund, 9.10.44, 20.11, Dortmund, 9.10.44, 21.14, 
63 mins, 79th operational flight, Abschuss (1 Lancaster)’. Fw. Morlock, an experienced pilot of 3./NJG1, achieved an Abschuss north of 
the target. His quarry was Lancaster KB754 of 419 Squadron, which went down shortly after completing its bombing run and crashed 
at Neuratherhof.

After achieving his 99th and 100th Abschüsse during the 9-10 October 1944 Bochum raid, 
Kommandeur of IV./NJG1 Hptm. Schnaufer was decorated with the Brilliants to the Ritterkreuz 
with Oak Leaves and Swords. This photo was taken after the official award ceremony at the 
RLM in Berlin on 4 December. L-r: Lt. Rumpelhardt (BF), Hptm. Schnaufer, Ofw. Gänzler (BS) 
(Coll. Fritz Rumpelhardt).

To celebrate his 100th Abschuss, on 11 October 1944 Hptm. Schnaufer was presented with 
a pig baptised Fridolin wearing a laurel and a plate numbered ‘100’ around its neck. From 
left: Ofw. Gänzler (BS to Schnaufer); Ogefr. Hedderich (Schnaufer’s driver); Oblt. Fengler 
(Gruppen Adjutant); Hptm. Drewes (Kommandeur III./NJG1); Hptm. Schnaufer; Hptm. Greiner 
(St.Kpt. 11./NJG1) (Coll. Wim Govaerts).


