
Lt. August Geiger: 9     8./NJG1           Whitley             Holten, 7 ½ km WNW Rijssen (4 B)        00.58             138 Sqn Whitley Z9230

Oblt. Reinhold Eckardt: 22     7./NJG3           Stirling             W. L’Escaillére, WNW Rocroi: 5.000 m.        01.15             149 Sqn Stirling R9161

Hptm. Ludwig Bietmann: 2    5./NJG1           Wellington        1 km E. Porcheresse (6 C): 1.200 m.        01.32        419 Sqn Wellington X3712

Maj. Kurt Holler: 5     Stab III./NJG4      Halifax             near Vrizy          01.49           61 Sqn Lancaster R5737

Oblt. Reinhold Eckardt: 23    7./NJG3           Halifax              S. Corbais: 5.900 m.         02.51              102 Sqn Halifax R9442

Oblt. Reinhold Eckardt: 24    7./NJG3           Lancaster         Braine-le-Comte: 3.800 m.                   03.06           50 Sqn Lancaster R5728

Oblt. Eckart-Wilhelm von Bonin: 8    6./NJG1           Wellington        2,5 km SSE Olmen, near Leopoldsburg (6 A): 1.300 m          03.17        142 Sqn Wellington Z1316

Ofw. Heinz Strüning     8./NJG2           Wellington -          03.30/55     prob. 78 Sqn Halifax W1059
Note: attacked four times by Ju88 80 miles off Belgian coast and severely shot up, starboard outer and port inner engines damaged, unable to maintain height 
and ditched. No confirmation date known of claim Ofw. Strüning.

31 July-1 August 1942

Bomber Command dispatched 630 sorties for a Maximum Effort raid on Düsseldorf, which attacked the city between 01.50 and 
03.03 hrs. The raid was supported by six 2 Group Blenheims intruders, these aircraft attacking the Nachtjagd bases of St. Trond, 
Venlo and Twente, and by 28 Fighter Command intruders. One of the latter was lost to Flak near Bergen/Alkmaar whilst on a sortie to 
Leeuwarden:

-418 Sqn Boston W8326: hit by Flak of II. Zug 3./lei. Flak Abt. 764 and I.-IV. Zug 3./lei. Flak Abt. 845, crashed SE of Bergen/Alkmaar airfield at Egmond aan den Hoef at 
23.46 hrs.

There was no cloud and a bright moon was above the horizon, which aided an estimated 40 German night fighters of I., II. and III./
NJG1, Stab and III./NJG2, I. and III./NJG3, and NJG4 patrolling in the Dunkelnachtjagd boxes en route. Returning bomber crews 
reported 76 interceptions, 19 of which developed into attacks. This almost matches 18 Abschüsse claimed by the Nachtjagd, whilst 
three ‘heavies’ returned with fighter damage. In all, 29 bombers failed to return. Flak destroyed 12 ‘heavies’:

-14 OTU Hampden P5322: hit by Flak of 7. Flak Div. and crashed at Burgmauer/Köln, time unknown.

-prob. 27 OTU Wellington R1526: hit by 1. & 3./schw. Flak Abt. 447 and 2./schw. Flak Abt. 401, crashed at Bracht, time unknown.

-405 Sqn Halifax W1109: hit by 3./Res. Flak Abt. 541, crashed at Anrath, time unknown.

-24 OTU Whitley Z9512: coned by 11.-13./III./Flak Rgt. 26, 1. & 2./Flakscheinw. Abt. 409 and 1./Flakscheinw. Abt. 250, hit by 4./schw. Flak Abt. 401, 2./schw. Flak Abt. 394, 
1.-3./schw. Flak Abt. 472, 3./schw. Flak Abt. 264, 1./schw. Flak Abt. 327 (Eisb.), 2./schw. Flak Abt. 227 (Eisb.) and 3./schw. Flak Abt. 423 (Eisb.), crashed in Sternbuschweg, 
Duisburg-Neudorf, time unknown.

-25 OTU Wellington DV829: coned by searchlights over Düsseldorf and hit by Flak of 4. Flak Div., while trying to escape from the searchlights control was lost and crashed. 
Note: four of the crew were first buried in the cemetery at Köln Süd.

-25 OTU Wellington DV560: hit by 2./lei. Res. Flak Abt. 847 and crashed into the Wilhelminastraat at Wemeldinge at 02.45 hrs.

-106 Sqn Lancaster R5604: hit by Flak of 7. Flak Div. and crashed at Widdesdorf/Lövenich at 02.47 hrs.

-57 Sqn Wellington BJ607: hit by 3./Res. Flak Abt. 442, crashed in Oosterschelde near Woensdrecht at 02.50 hrs.

-12 Sqn Wellington Z8499; hit by Flak of 7. Flak Div. and crashed at Hürth at 02.51 hrs.

-9 Sqn Wellington BJ878: coned by 11./III./Flak Rgt. 64 and 1./Flakscheinw. Abt. 250, hit by 1.-4./schw. Flak Abt. 472, 2./schw. Flak Abt. 394, 1./schw. Flak Abt. 264 and 2. & 
3./schw. Flak Abt. 227 (Eisb.), crashed at Düsseldorf-Hasselbeck at 03.01 hrs.

-35 Sqn Halifax W1100: hit over Düsseldorf by 1./schw. Flak Abt. 404, 2./schw. Flak Abt. 407, 2. & 3./schw. Flak Abt. 133 and 3./schw. Flak Abt. 151, later crashed near 
Serooskerke on Schouwen at 03.45 hrs.

-156 Sqn Wellington Z1622: hit by 3./lei. Flak Abt. 847 and 5./Res. Flak Abt. 442, crashed in mouth of Westerschelde at 03.56 hrs.

Venlo airfield, home of I./NJG1, was subjected to intruder attacks for over two hours, during which more than 150 small bombs 
were dropped on the aerodrome. These, however, only caused minor damage to airfield buildings, and did not seriously hamper the 
night flying procedures at this base. Four Venlo-based Nachtjäger (Hptm. Streib/Ofw. Ruscher, Oblt. Knacke/Uffz. Bundrock, Hptm. 
Wandam/Fw. Schöpke and Fw. Spille/Uffz. Becker) scored six confirmed victories. The Streib/Ruscher team accounted for half of the 
Gruppe’s tally during a patrol in Raum 5 B (based at Deurne, east of Helmond). These were Streib’s 29th-31st nighttime Abschüsse 
and his 30th-32nd victories overall. It must be noted that his third claim has not been identified, and is not listed in Oblt. Knickmeier’s 
Abschussbeteiligungen when he served as JLO in Raum 5 B. One of Streib’s victims was an 18 Squadron Blenheim intruding on Venlo.

 Hptm. Karl Helmer posing with his Bordfunker in front of his Bf110 in 5./ZG76.  Helmer was killed on this night after an encounter 
with an RAF bomber, probably 214 Squadron Stirling R9146.  (Coll. René Brachten)

Hit by heavy Flak over Düsseldorf, 35 Squadron Halifax W1100 crashed near Serooskerke during its homeward-bound flight at 
03.45 hrs on 1 August 1942. Two of the crew were killed, five taken prisoner of war. (Coll. Gerrit Zijlstra) 
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A few RAF intruders also targeted St. Trond, 
which did not prevent II./NJG1 to achieve seven 
victories. Lt. Autenrieth and his regular BF Uffz. 
Adam of the Gruppenstab were scrambled in Bf110 
G9+BC at 00.23 hrs for a 1. Welle patrol in Raum 
Gemse. Under control of the JLO Fw. Hahnewinkel, 
they destroyed two Wellingtons, following an 11 
and a 12-minute radar chase, respectively. The 
victorious crew was relieved by Lt. Wolf and his 
Funker Fw. Kurz of the 6. Staffel, who took off from 
St. Trond at 02.25 hrs for a 2. Welle sortie in Gemse. 
Shortly after reaching their waiting position, in the 
prevailing good visibility, they spotted a 9 Squadron 
Wellington that Wolf shot down in flames in three 
attacks. Fw. Schellwat and his BF Uffz. Willmann of 
the 5. Staffel dispatched a 408 Squadron Hampden 
with the aid of a Lichtenstein set that was built into 
their Bf110, whilst under control of the JLO of box 
6 A, Ofw. Rathmann.

During a Dunkelnachtjagd patrol in Raum 6 
C (based at Jodoigne) and guided by JLO Ofw. 
Büchte, Lt. Schnaufer of Stab II./NJG1 scored 
a triple confirmed victory over two Wellingtons 
and an OTU Whitley over Southern Holland and 

Belgium, for his 2nd-4th victories. Uffz. Fritz Rumpelhardt, Bordfunker to Schnaufer, noted in his private diary: “Having been forced 
to hurl ourselves flat in the dirt -displaying utter fearlessness in the face of danger!- by a marauding long-range intruder strafing the 
field (as Hptm. Ehle put it, “better a coward once, than dead for the rest of your life”) we had taken off in the second wave in our 
battle-proven “Dora-Cäsar” for Raum 6 C. The radio channel was once again as clear as a bell. After thirty minutes of being vectored 
every which way across the countryside, we were given a contact at 3000 metres altitude. We were certainly expecting something to 

happen on this sortie since far to the east we could observe heavy Flak 
fire. We closed on the contact comparatively rapidly. With enormous 
anticipation we stared hard into the darkness searching the horizon 
for the suspected target. The fighter controller transmitted a number 
of changes of heading and once again I managed to spot the Tommy 
as he loomed up off to the right ahead of us. We dove down underneath 
him so that he stood out against the sky. Pulling up the nose slightly we 
thought we recognised a twin engine Handley Page Hampden, noted 
for its so-called “swallows nests”, its feared gun turrets and their 
powerful defences.

Having manoeuvred into an excellent firing position, Schnaufer 
had quickly revised his original intention to attack from directly astern foregoing the usual tactic. Raising the nose he let the enemy 
machine have it from all barrels. Fire took hold so quickly that the bomber crew barely had time to think about defending themselves. 
Unfortunately our long burst of fire and the resulting dazzling tracer trails were enough for us to briefly lose our night vision and the 
bomber disappeared from view. We searched in vain for it again. Perhaps he had already gone down? He had certainly been hit with a 
decent enough salvo. We headed back in sombre mood. We had no time to be annoyed as the ground station had soon vectored us onto 
another contact. This one was labouring so slowly through the sky that we initially flew straight past it without seeing it. With a 360 
degree turn the controller managed to bring us right back in behind it and after a few moments I was able to discern the bomber off 
to the left of us, some 500 metres distant.

As usual we dove down underneath the bomber in order not to give the unsuspecting victims any hint of our presence. We couldn’t 
decide what type of aircraft we were dealing with which was a little embarrassing for us. There was no doubt that it was a Tommy since 
it was now weaving continually from side to side as if to frustrate an impending attack. We couldn’t have had more ideal circumstances 
for our first pass.

Concentrating hard we stared as the silhouette above us grew larger and larger until it came within range of the death and 
destruction spat out by our on-board armament. Breaking off with a daring but accomplished manoeuvre, the Leutnant levelled out 
our Me enabling us to see a huge ball of flame going straight down into the depths off our port forward quarter, a banner of black 
smoke billowing in its slipstream. It wasn’t long before we saw the detonation of the impact at 03:15 -near the village of Huldenberg as 
confirmed by the crash report. We didn’t have the time to celebrate this second trouble-free night victory as a message came over the 
frequency “Kurier auf Rückmarsch” which was radio code for “enemy aircraft heading home”. The ammunition drums were quickly 
replaced and we soon received the first course and altitude corrections. Once again we were not chasing a fast aircraft since we were 
hard on his heels in no time.

Again I was lucky enough to spot the Tommy from a range of around 500 metres a little off to the side. Once again it proved 
impossible to determine exactly what type the enemy machine was. This alone was good enough reason to make sure that it went down 
in flames, thus avoiding the problems that uncertain identification might cause. Schnaufer repeated his successful attack tactic from 

The Gruppenkommandeur of I./NJG1 Hptm. Streib achieved a triple Abschuss 
on 31 July-1 August 1942. On his left in this photo is Waffenmeister Helmut 
Stahn. (Coll. Max Thimmig)

A Lichtenstein-equipped Bf110 F-4 of II./NJG1, probably coded G9+BC, which was photographed at Gilze-Rijen in 1942 or early 
1943. Both Hptm. Ehle and Lt. Autenrieth flew an aircraft coded G9+BC during 1942. (Coll. Piet Bouma)

Leading aces of the Ergänzungsstaffel NJG2 at Gilze-Rijen 
in March 1942. 
L-R; Hptm. Herbert Bönsch (St.Kpt, KIA 31 July-1 August 
1942); Ofw. Heinz Strüning (KIA 24-25 December 1944); 
Oblt. Alois Lechner (MIA 23 February 1944 on Eastern 
Front); Ofw. Wilhelm Beier (survived war); Hptm. Anton 
Weiss (10./NJG1 and NJ Raumführer 102 1942-43); Ofw. 
Rolf Bussmann (survived war).
(Coll. Thomas Knauf)

60 61



below. We could see the hits tear into the machine but not discern any visible effects. The enemy banked steeply away in an effort to 
shake us off. My ‘driver’ was on the ball and we soon saw the bomber above us again. With some wild evasive manoeuvres he again 
attempted to evade his attacker. No doubt convinced that he had managed to throw off his pursuer he had soon doggedly resumed his 
straight and level flight attitude, something that we utterly failed to understand. Our next attack would settle his fate once and for all. 
Even now there was still no sign of any defensive fire. Pulling back on the stick Schnaufer pressed home his attack to within 25m before 
diving away. After levelling out we could see flames taking hold in the area of the forward fuselage. We refrained from flying another 
pass in order not to deny the vanquished enemy aviators the chance to jump clear of their stricken aircraft. The flames weren’t big 
enough, however, to stop us from momentarily losing sight of the fatally wounded bird. A burst of throttle and there she was again. 
In the end it was not necessary to deliver the coup de grâce since at that instant the bomber started to go down, falling away into the 
darkness. Suddenly the sky around was lit up as bright as day. Just prior to impacting the bomber’s fuel tanks had exploded, ripping 
apart the enemy machine in a huge ball of flame.

We were not a little pleased with our successes during the course of this sortie. There was just one small cloud to dampen our 
euphoric mood. Could the first machine we’d attacked also not have gone down in flames? It was now high time to turn for home as 
our tanks were almost completely dry. After a safe landing we received a great welcome from the ‘black men’, our mechanics. Their 
excellent maintenance and servicing of our faithful “Dora-Cäsar” had played a considerable role in our successes. A few days later 
our joy was complete as this first downing was awarded to us as our third victory. As it was, we had mis-identified the type, since it 
was not a Hampden but a Wellington. All the various reports and eye-witness statements, including that of the British crew -who had 
managed to force land their heavily damaged machine near Loon op Zand- supported our account, so that all the attempts by the Flak 
to claim this downed bomber as their victory would be thrown out by the adjudication commission”.

In exchange, Main Force bombers logged claims for six night fighters destroyed. These were an attacking Ju88 by a 91 Group 
Wellington 1C over Dordrecht at 01.45 hrs, an attacking Ju88 by 142 Squadron Wellington Z1478 which was seen to crash and explode 
violently near Düsseldorf at 02.10 hrs, an attacking ‘Fw190’ near Düsseldorf by 101 CF Stirling N6039 at 02.33 hrs, a ‘single-engined 
aircraft’ attacking a 5 Group Lancaster (probably 50 Squadron R5733) three times near Julich at 03.04 hrs, and an attacking Ju88 
by a 91 Group Wellington 1C 16 miles NNW of Antwerpen at 03.13 hrs. None of these, however, can be matched against surviving 
German loss returns. In addition, 76 Squadron Halifax BB195 was attacked by Ju88 C-6 R4+AD in the hands of Hptm. Herbert Bönsch, 
Kommandeur of III./NJG2 at 01.30 hrs. The Halifax was raked from stern to nose and wingtip to wingtip, wounding the navigator and 
killing the mid-upper gunner. The tail gunner P/O Sam Glasgow, however, got a bead on the attacking Junkers and shot it down from 
point blank range to crash south of Rotterdam. Shortly after crossing the East Anglian coast the bomber crew abandoned their crippled 
Halifax, the aircraft crashing at Stock in Essex. More than half a century later, in late 1994, Hptm. Bönsch, his crew and aircraft were 
discovered in new building foundation excavations at Poortugaal, and finally laid to rest.

Hptm. Werner Streib: 30  Stab I./NJG1             Blenheim 1.5 km SSE Kevelaer (5 B): 1.300 m  00.35            18 Sqn Blenheim V6432

Hptm. Werner Streib: 31  Stab I./NJG1             Wellington 3 km SW Helden, S. Venlo (5 B): 4.300 m. 01.44          21 OTU Wellington X9983

Hptm. Siegfried Wandam: 4 3./NJG1             Wellington 1 km W. Dilsen: 4.000 m.   01.45          16 OTU Wellington DV736

Lt. Hans Autenrieth: 2  Stab II./NJG1            Wellington 1 km W. Titz (Gemse): 3.100 m.  02.03        101 Sqn Wellington BJ841

Oblt. Reinhold Knacke: 29 1./NJG1             Wellington Elsendorp, near Gemert   02.25         16 OTU Wellington HF852

Hptm. Dr. Horst Patuschka: 8 7./NJG2             Hampden prob. near Oostende   02.25  prob. 14 OTU Hampden P1185

Hptm. Werner Streib: 32  Stab I./NJG1             Wellington 2 km SW Oploo, NW Venlo (5 B): 3.300 m 02.28    Düsseldorf raid, unidentified
Note: victory confirmed on 27.10.1944

Lt. Hans Autenrieth: 3  Stab II./NJG1            Wellington 2 km S. Berg (Gemse): 1.800 m.  02.30           23 OTU Wellington X9917

Lt. Heinz-Wolfgang Schnaufer: 2 Stab II./NJG1            Wellington 1 km SW Loon op Zand (6 C): 3.800 m.  02.47          25 OTU Wellington DV439 
Note: coned by 12. & 13./III./Flak Rgt. 611, also claimed by Flak of 2. & 3./schw. Flak Abt. 404, 3./schw. Flak Abt. 151 and 164. Sperrf. Battr. (‘Wellington Loon 
op Zand’). Victory Lt. Schnaufer confirmed on 18.8.1944

Fw. Walter Spille: 2  3./NJG1             4-mot 500 m. S. Maeseyck: 3.800 m.  02.53             405 Sqn Halifax W7718

Lt. Ludwig Wolf: 1  6./NJG1             Wellington 1.5 km N. Neeroeteren (Gemse): 3.000 m. 03.03            9 Sqn Wellington BJ876

Oblt. Heinrich Prinz zu  9./NJG2             Hampden twixt Oisterwijk and Moergestel (prob. Hamster) 03.17           14 OTU Hampden N9062 
Sayn-Wittgenstein: 15

Lt. Heinz-Wolfgang Schnaufer: 3 Stab II./NJG1            Wellington in Huldenberg (6 C): 3.800 m.  03.17          27 OTU Wellington DV552

Hptm. Dr. Horst Patuschka: 9 7./NJG2             Wellington -    03.27           poss. 25 OTU Wellington T2909

Oblt. Heinrich Prinz  9./NJG2             Halifax prob. mouth of River Scheldt (prob. Hamster)  03.30             158 Sqn Halifax W1190 
zu Sayn-Wittgenstein: 16

Fw. Fritz Schellwat: 3  5./NJG1             Hampden 2 km SE Turnhout-Zeverdonk (6 A): 2.300 m. 03.34          408 Sqn Hampden AE244

Lt. Heinz-Wolfgang Schnaufer: 4 Stab II./NJG1            Whitley Gilly, 4 km NE Charleroi (6 C): 2.800 m.  03.45              24 OTU Whitley BD347

Oblt. Heinrich Prinz  9./NJG2             Wellington - (prob. Hamster)   04.42    Düsseldorf raid, unidentified 
zu Sayn-Wittgenstein: 17

Whilst his pilot, Lt. Hans Autenrieth leaves the 
cockpit of his Bf110 C, Bordfunker Gefr. Rudolf 
Adam poses for the camera behind the 7.92mm 
MG15 machine gun in his rear cockpit. 6./NJG1, 
Stade airfield near Hamburg, September 1941. 
Over the next three years, this Nachtjagd team 
destroyed 21 British night bombers in air combat, 
Hans Autenrieth rising to the rank of Hptm. and 
command of 6./NJG4, before they were shot 
down over the Invasion front by a Mosquito of 
either 264 or 488 Squadron on 3-4 August 1944. 
Since that night, Fw. Adam remains missing. 
(Coll. Anneliese Autenrieth)

German troops and engineers begin the process of dismantling Wellington PP-D DV439 of 25 OTU which came down near Loon 
op Zand after being hit by flak and shot down by Heinz-Wolfgang Schnaufer. (Coll. ww2images.com)
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5-6 August 1942

Two small-scale experimental Bomber Command raids were dispatched to bomb targets in the Ruhr, using Gee. Eight Halifaxes 
bombed Bochum between 00.51 and 01.30 hrs (three lost), and two out of 17 ‘heavies’ that bombed Essen at around 00.53 hrs failed to 
return. An estimated 10-15 Dunkelnachtjäger of I., II. and III./NJG1, III./NJG2, II. and III./NJG3 and NJG4 opposed both raids. Four 
crews of I./NJG1 (Oblt. Frank/Uffz. Gotter, Oblt. Knacke/Uffz. Bundrock, Hptm. Streib/Ofw. Ruscher, and Oblt. Loos/Uffz. Gumm) 
and one of III./NJG1 (Lt. Geiger) each destroyed one bomber.

Oblt. Hans-Dieter Frank: 8 2./NJG1         Halifax  near Donk, SE Roermond: 4.300 m.  00.17               78 Sqn Halifax W1180

Oblt. Reinhold Knacke: 30 1./NJG1         Wellington Budberg, SE Kleve: 5.500 m.  01.06        419 Sqn Wellington X3360

Hptm. Werner Streib: 33  Stab I./NJG1         Halifax  N. St. Oedenrode, N. Eindhoven (5 B): 4.700 m. 01.18              102 Sqn Halifax R9495

Lt. August Geiger: 10  8./NJG1         Halifax  8 km S. Wezep (4 A): 4.000 m.  01.35             158 Sqn Halifax W1215

Oblt. Kurt Loos: 8  1./NJG1         prob. Halif Appeltern, W. Nijmegen: 5.500 m.  02.28         207 Sqn Lancaster R5761

6-7 August 1942

216 aircraft bombed Duisburg between 02.25 and 03.31 hrs. In reaction, an estimated 24 Dunkelnachtjäger of I., II. and III./
NJG1, III./NJG2 and I./NJG3 patrolled in the boxes over the Low Countries and the approaches to the Ruhr. British listening stations 
overheared the R/T traffic of 16 grond-controlled pursuits. Nachtjäger of NJG1 and NJG2 claimed all five aircraft that failed to return 
from Duisburg, four of which were destroyed whilst on their outward-bound flight.

Flying a Bf110 F-4, Gruppenkommandeur of II./NJG1 Hptm. Ehle and his regular BF Ofw. Leidenbach destroyed a Viermot 
during a sortie under the guidance of Ofw. Kuschnik, the JLO of box 6 B. Oblt. Knacke, St.Kpt. of 1./NJG1 tallied two bomber 
Abschüsse. On 8 August, Uffz. Kurt Bundrock, Bordfunker to Oblt. Knacke, reported in a letter to his parents about his 18th and 19th 
Abschussbeteiligungen: “Dear parents! I really don’t have the time to write, but did I already tell you about my 17th Abschuss? This 
was a Wellington, it burned immediately after our attack and plunged down. Before the aircraft crashed, it exploded twice in mid-air. 
That was on the 5th/6th August.

During the very next night, we dispatched a four-engined Short Stirling and a Wellington. After one burst of fire into the Stirling at a 
height of 4,000 metres, we were, all of a sudden, blinded by a flash. We must have hit the bomb load, a mine or something which then 
exploded at very close quarters (we attacked from a distance of about 20 metres). After regaining our night vision, we saw the Short 
Stirling crashing on the ground. Having landed, we saw that debris from the machine had hit our aircraft: our right-hand propeller 
spinner had been smashed in, we had a dent in our right wing, and on the frontal part of our fuselage, there was a white sort of bag 
with an anchoring device hanging down. We had only used 10 cannon shells to bring the big bomber down.

Exactly 15 minutes later, we dispatched our second adversary of the night, a Wellington that was flying at a height of 4,500 metres. 
One attack and two short bursts of gunfire was all it took to send it plunging steeply down, it crashed and burned out. Oblt. Knacke now 
has 32 Abschüsse and I have 19 Abschussbeteiligungen. Hptm. Streib has 33. When we had 28, Streib had an equal number of victories, 
but then Streib shot down 3 and we only one, a Wellington on 1 August”.

Hptm. Bietmann and his Funker Uffz. Reinicke were scrambled from St. Trond at 02.31 hrs in Bf110 F-4 G9+HN for a patrol in 
Raum 6 C, under control of the JLO Ofw. Rathmann. The following day, Bietmann wrote in his Gefechtsbericht: “I went to altitude 
immediately and at 02.42 hrs. I was already on an easterly course, vectored on to the incoming enemy at 4500 m. At 02.52, after several 
course refinements, I saw ahead of me, above and to port an enemy aircraft at about 100 m range. It was turning hard and continuously 
changing height. I positioned myself under the aircraft, turned with it for quite a while, then pulled up from below and behind to the 
same level. With a big margin of speed, I opened fire on the Short Stirling’s rear gunner. I broke off the attack at point blank range. The 
whole fuselage was on fire. After a turn to port I once again attacked the enemy, who was pressing on, from very close-in, becoming 
so dazzled by the fire that I might almost have rammed his tailplane. I dived under the port wing of the diving aircraft, pulling a turn 
during which I lost sight of the enemy. A little later I saw him dive burning through the clouds. A huge red circle of fire was presumably 
his impact. The enemy aircraft crashed at 02.57 hrs east of the outskirts of the village of Kessel on the Maas, north of Roermond in 
Map Square 6257 d 6”.

At 00.30 hrs on 3 August 1942, Bf110 D-0 3C+DP (W.Nr. 3168) of 6./NJG4, in the hands of Oblt. Hans-Wolfgang von Niebelschütz, 
crashed at Hopsten following a practice interception flight from Rheine. Although the aircraft was classified as 80% damaged, 
only the Bordfunker Gefr. Arthur Rupprecht was injured in the crash. (Coll. Piet Bouma)

The Gruppenkommandeur 
of I./NJG1 Hptm. Streib 
caught in a pensive mood 
examining a shot down 
bomber, probably a Halifax 
or Lancaster in late 1942. 
Hptm. Streib destroyed his 
first Viermot, a 102 Squadron 
Halifax, on 5-6 August 1942. 
(Coll. Piet Bouma)
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Hptm. Walter Ehle: 10  Stab II./NJG1        4-mot  2 km SW Gruitrode (6 B): 4.500 m.        02.40             158 Sqn Halifax W7750

Oblt. Reinhold Knacke: 31 1./NJG1         Stirling  500 m S Hüthum, NW Emmerich: 4.000 m.       02.42                 7 Sqn Stirling R9154

Oblt. Reinhold Knacke: 32 1./NJG1         Wellington near Rosmalen, NE ‘s Hertogenbosch        02.57          12 Sqn Wellington Z8585

Hptm. Ludwig Bietmann: 3 5./NJG1         Stirling  Kessel, E. Roermond (6 C): 4.200 m.        02.57             218 Sqn Stirling N6072

Hptm. Heinrich Prinz  9./NJG2         Halifax  sea 10 km W. Hoek van Holland (prob. Hamster)       04.15               78 Sqn Halifax W1237 
zu Sayn-Wittgenstein: 18

9-10 August 1942

192 aircraft bombed Osnabrück between 02.56 and 03.43 hrs (Central European Time or CET, which was one hour ahead of 
Greenwich Mean Time or GMT between 9 August and 2 November 1942). Six ‘heavies’ were lost. One homeward-bound Osnabrück 
raider fell foul of Flak:

-102 Sqn Halifax BB211: hit by Flak and crashed at Elbergen, south of Lingen-Ems, prob. at 03.06 hrs.

The Nachtjagd reaction was on a smaller scale than might have been expected for a raid of this size. Approximately 15-
20 ground-controlled fighters of I. and III./NJG1, III./NJG2, I. and III./NJG3, and NJG4 were operating, predominantly over 
the Netherlands, which attempted ten radar pursuits. Three ace crews of NJG1 achieved four Abschüsse over the Eastern and 
Southern parts of the Netherlands.

Oblt. Reinhold Knacke: 33 1./NJG1      Wellington Keijenborg, N. Doetinchem: 3.700 m.  03.07        460 Sqn Wellington Z1463

Oblt. Reinhold Knacke: 34 1./NJG1      Halifax  St. Antonis, NE Helmond: 3.600 m.  03.52             405 Sqn Halifax W7709

Oblt. Herbert Lütje: 9  8./NJG1      Wellington De Piksen, NW Wierden (4 A): 4.800 m  04.18        150 Sqn Wellington BJ608

Lt. August Geiger: 11  8./NJG1      Wellington Gorssel, 8 km ESE Deventer (4 B): 1.200 m 04.34        150 Sqn Wellington Z1593

11-12 August 1942

154 aircraft attacked Mainz between 01.55 and 03.15 hrs (CET), for the loss of 14 of their number. Five aircraft of the Mainz raid 
were lost to Flak:

-106 Sqn Lancaster W4109: hit by Flak, exploded violently in mid-air and crashed twixt Waldesch and Dausenau an der Lahn at 01.30 hrs.

-57 Sqn Wellington BJ830: hit by Flak and crashed at Hagen, Philipshöhe ca. 03.30 hrs.

-405 Sqn Halifax W7748: hit by Flak and crashed at Duisburg-Neuenkamp, time unknown.

-75 Sqn Wellington BJ625: hit by Flak and crashed into a hill side at Neuss, time unknown.

-75 Sqn Wellington X3646: hit by Flak and subsequently crashed in the North Sea off the Dutch coast.

In reaction to the Mainz raid, I., II. and III./NJG1, II. 
and III./NJG2, I./NJG3 and III./NJG4 flew an estimated 35 
Dunkelnachtjagd sorties, which achieved seven confirmed 
victories. The Nachtjagd tally for the night could well have been 
eight, as is recorded in the Leistungsbuch of Uffz. Riemer, BS to 
the Ritterkreuzträger Ofw. Beier of 9./NJG2. The ace crew flew 
a sortie in box Gorilla in Central Holland during the bombers’ 
outward-bound flight: “Short-range night fighting. Had contact 
with enemy Vickers Wellington in box Gorilla. As we were 
spotted too soon only the Bordfunker (Uffz. Kleinenbrands) was 
able to fire. Strikes in the fuselage and wings”.

II./NJG1 at St. Trond achieved three confirmed victories, including one by the St.Kpt. of the 5. Staffel Hptm. Ludwig Bietmann and 
his Funker Uffz. Wolfgang Reinicke in Bf110 G9+GN. Their victory marked the Gruppe’s 150th Abschuss of the war and was made 
under control of Raum 6 C (JLO Ofw. Büchte). Bietmann failed to crown three subsequent radar chases with further Feindberührung 
and the crew returned to their home base at 02.22 hrs. Six minutes before they landed, their Kommandeur, Hptm. Ehle, accompanied by 
his BF Ofw. Leidenbach, were scrambled for a 2. Welle patrol in box 6 C, in a Lichtenstein-equipped Bf110 F-4 coded G9+AC. After 
a nine-minute radar chase, Ofw. Büchte guided the ace crew onto a homeward-bound 156 Squadron Wellington, which Ehle set on fire 
with one attack from below and behind. His quarry exploded violently in a ball of fire 1 ½ km south of the village of Tildonk. Flying 
their 75th Nachteinsatz, a patrol in Raum 7 A in Bf110 3C+AR of 7./NJG4, Ofw. Kollak and his regular Funker Uffz. Hermann achieved 
their ninth confirmed victory. They returned to Juvincourt at 03.50 hrs after a 180-minute sortie.

Hptm. Ludwig Bietmann: 4 5./NJG1           Halifax 1 ½ km NE Méan, 1½ km NNE Namur (6 C): 3.500 m.    00.54               78 Sqn Halifax W1245

Lt. Hans Autenrieth: 4  Stab II./NJG1          Wellington 700 m. SW Vaals (6 B): 1.300 m.        01.33          75 Sqn Wellington BJ767

Ofw. Reinhard Kollak: 9  7./NJG4           Stirling near Andenne, 20 km E. Namur (7 A): 5.400 m.       01.57        156 Sqn Wellington Z1595

Oblt. Paul Gildner: 37  5./NJG2           Halifax Erbach near Wiesbaden: 4.500 m.        01.55               78 Sqn Halifax W1115

Oblt. Kurt Loos: 9  1./NJG1           Halifax 1 km SE Wommelgem: 600 m        03.05               78 Sqn Halifax W1061

Hptm. Walter Ehle: 11  Stab II./NJG1          Wellington Tildonk, NW Leuven (6 C): 3.000 m.        03.12        156 Sqn Wellington X3798

Fw. Walter Spille: 3  3./NJG1           Wellington 400m. S. Lierop, S. Helmond: 2.800 m.        03.29        156 Sqn Wellington BJ603

The ground-to-air and air-to-ground communication in the Dunkelnachtjagd (and Himmelbett night fighting) was a combination 
of R/T codes and plain language, as illustrated by the following verbatim transcript of the radio traffic between Lt. Hans Autenrieth 
(Adjutant of II./NJG1 at St. Trond, Belgium, flying with his regular Bordfunker Uffz. Adam in Bf110 F-4 G9+EC) and Ofw. Kuschnik, 
the fighter controller of Raum 6 B during a successful interception of 75 Squadron Wellington BJ767 on 11-12 August 1942. (Between 
1 August 1942 and 26 November 1943, Lt. Autenrieth tallied 14 Dunkelnachtjagd and Himmelbett Abschüsse, out of his final total of 
21 confirmed victories). In brackets is the translation of the German language into English:

Time ground-air (bold) air-ground (italic)

0113 Neuer Kurier erfasst, Express 330° (new bandit,
  speed up quickly on course 330°)
 Viktor (understood)

0114 Kappelle (enemy height) 32 (3,200m)
 Viktor (understood)
 Kirchturm (target height) 31 (3,100m)
 Viktor bleiben sie (understood, remain)
 Neue Rollbahn (new course) 300
 Viktor (understood)

0115 Angetreten (established)
 Viktor (understood)
 Kappelle (enemy height) 32 (3,200m)
 Viktor (understood)
 Postkutsche (enemy course) 120
 Viktor (understood)
 Kurier kommt ihnen zunächst entgegen (enemy 
 approaching on opposite heading)
 Viktor (understood)

0116 Marie (target range) 80 (8,000m)
 Richard auf 120 (right-hand turn on course 120. 
 Note: usually ‘Rolf’ meant ‘right’, author)
 Viktor (understood)
 Marie (target range) 50 (5,000m)
 Viktor (understood)
 Neue Rollbahn (new course) 120°
 Viktor (understood)
 Marie (target range) 40 (4,000m)
 Viktor (understood)

0117 Kappelle (enemy height) 32 (3,200m)
 Marie (target range) 50 (5,000m)
 Viktor (understood)
 Einmal Rolf (10° starboard)
 Angetreten (established) 120 (degrees)
 Viktor einmal Rolf (understood, 10° starboard)
 Viktor (understood)
 Marie (target range) 45 (4,500m)
 Rolf beendet (established 10° starboard)

0119 Kurier erscheint vor ihnen, Marie 45 (enemy
  ahead, target range 4,500m)
 Viktor (understood)
 Marie (target range) 40 (4,000m)
 Viktor (understood)
 Kappelle (enemy height) 32 (3,200m)
 Einmal Lisa (10° port)
 Viktor (understood)
 Marie (target range) 30 (3,000m)
 Viktor (understood)
 Kappelle (enemy height) 32 (3,200m)
 Viktor (understood)
 Marie (target range) 30 (3,000m)
 Einmal Lisa (10° port)
 Viktor (understood)
 Beendet (completed)
 Viktor (understood)
 Noch einmal Lisa (another 10° port)
 Viktor (understood)
 Marie (target range) 25 (2,500m)
 Beendet (completed)

Hit by Flak, 75 Squadron Wellington BJ625 crashed into a 
hillside above Neuss in the Ruhr during the 11-12 August 
1942 Mainz raid, with the loss of its complete crew.
(Coll. Horst Jeckel)
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