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North Platte photographer Tim 
Wilcox was taking an evening 
drive south on Old Highway 83 
when he noticed a peculiar sight. 
To his surprise, a huge flock of 
wild turkeys was roosting on a 
transmission line structure. He 
was compelled to photograph 
the unusual scene. “It’s not 
uncommon to see a small 
gathering of wild turkeys, but 
this was an awesome sight!” he 
exclaimed. “The sheer number of 
animals roaming rural Nebraska 
is eye-opening and beautiful.”
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Cassie Rief
Managing Editor

 

‘Tis the season for family, fellowship and FOOD! With a 
rambunctious two-year-old daughter at home who finally “gets” Santa 
(some of which is through my steadfast devotion to Hallmark channel 
movies) and another scheduled to make her first worldly appearance 
come January, this Christmas promises to be a particularly special one 
for our family. 

Having a wide-eyed babe at home renews the magical spirit of the 
holidays, compelling me to experience these joys as if for the first time. 
Countless readings of The Night Before Christmas have already taken 
place. The tree and all its trimmings are up sooner than ever before. The 
innocent (snow) white lies have officially begun. 

You know the ones. 
They’re where North Pole elves make toys for good boys and girls. 

Where Santa steals away in the middle of the night, full of cookies, his 
reindeer chomping carrots down to the stem and leaving “evidence” on 
the plate. Where St. Nick rings the doorbell and quickly flees on his feast 
day, leaving shelled walnuts, plump oranges and sweet taffy in his wake.

All of it has brought a renewed sense of excitement to this time of 
year.

This issue of Energy Insight encourages you to experience NPPD’s 
latest happenings through new eyes, too. In this holiday-inspired issue, 
we’re sharing a delicious no-bake (read: no oven or energy use) recipe 
with you from Fixer Upper’s own Joanna Gaines. And, who knew public 
power could meld so seamlessly with stocking stuffers, crafty gift ideas 
and organic farm foods perfect for all your upcoming parties and events? 

Of course, beneath the lighthearted holiday discussion lies a deeper 
message not unlike that of the North Star. At NPPD, it’s that we advocate 
leading the way in our industry, setting our sights on our storied 
communities while enjoying the journey – albeit as well-equipped as 
we can. You’ll see this message shine through brighter than any star in 
stories about our new technology projects, diversity and inclusion efforts 
and safety campaign taking place statewide. 

So, settle in with a cup of hot chocolate (throw a peppermint stick in 
that cup, while you’re at it) and get cozy. We promise this issue will keep 
you entertained, informed and inspired.
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Patrick L. Pope

from the 
PRESIDENT & CEO 

In an industry that’s anything but boring, and in 
the only entirely publicly-powered state, I can 
attest there is more here than may meet the eye. 

2019 promises to be one of the most exciting yet for 
NPPD as we continue researching four, tech-heavy 
trends set to explode in upcoming years with very real 
effects on the entire state. 

As NPPD learns about the technologies below, 
we’ll focus on four areas: technology advancement; 
industry benchmarking; trends and forecasts; and 
actions, recommendations and strategies.  
 

Blockchain. 
Blockchain is a potential 
game-changer in all 
aspects of business. 
Touted as a machine 
for creating trust, it acts 
as a shared database 
of verified information 
and an incorruptible, 
neutral central authority. 
From tracing potential 
contamination of lettuce 
from farm to store, to 

enabling artificial intelligence, to voting, blockchain 
applications are unlimited. In the energy industry, 
we are looking at two main impacts of blockchain. 
First is that bitcoin miners are seeking affordable 
energy rates for their high-energy needs, and second 
is its application for financial and energy trading 
transactions. 

The Energy Authority – the nation’s leader for 
public power energy trading of which NPPD is a 
member – is already exploring use of blockchain for 
secure financial settlements between utilities with 
renewable generation resources. In turn, NPPD has 
received requests regarding our various economic 
development rates from potential customers looking to 
mine bitcoin. 

From a larger perspective, blockchain can 
decentralize the traditional way energy is generated 
today by utilities, which could eventually affect 
state legislation. As distributed generation matures, 
we could see it play a role in offering customers 
the choices they want at lower costs, and even 
encouraging peer-to-peer energy management that 
steps away from the typical utility business model. 

 
Solar. I wasn’t 
surprised to learn  
144 of our nation’s 
Fortune 500 companies 
have established  
100 percent renewable 
energy goals for the 
near future. 2016 saw 
a large increase 
in photovoltaic 
installation 
nationwide, and a 
steady incline is 
projected through 
2023. Nebraska 

“Nebraska – honestly, it’s not for everyone.” 
Our state’s new, self-deprecating slogan has solicited hotly debated 
conversation from mainstream media sources like Forbes and “The 
Today Show.” While I can’t say I’m the biggest fan of the slogan, 
I do enjoy the complementary ads which feature similar critical 
wording, for example, “Famous for our flat, boring landscape,” 
juxtaposed with beautiful imagery of one of our state’s greatest 
wonders, Toadstool Geologic Park.

A new state of mind
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and NPPD are not immune, and that’s why we have 
created a community solar program which offers 
customers an economical, flexible and practical means 
to support renewable energy projects while ensuring 
NPPD maintains its status as a trusted partner of 
choice when it comes to guidance and support. While 
four NPPD Retail communities currently participate 
in the program, projects in Norfolk, Ainsworth and 
Atkinson are also under development alongside an 
expansion in Scottsbluff. As outside solar developers 
hone their own offerings, it will be more important 
than ever we remain a player in the conversation.

 
Battery 
Storage. 
Battery storage 
has very real 
applications to 
load following 
and balancing that 
could be beneficial 
to customers with 
solar projects 
while also helping 
serve demand as 
electric vehicle 
infrastructure 
expands. In fact, 
3,000 megawatts of 
battery storage are 
in Southwest Power 
Pool’s queue, most 
of which are tied 
to solar projects. 
Though lithium-
ion battery prices 
are decreasing, 
economies of scale 
are not quite on par 
yet. That doesn’t 
mean NPPD is 
simply sitting back 
and watching trends. 
With a new battery 

storage grant application currently under review, we 
hope to explore distribution system benefits of battery 
storage as they align with a Norfolk-based community 
solar project taking shape in the next year. The battery 
storage project would be charged through the solar 
unit and can store approximately the amount of 
electricity for that of a small home over the course of 
two months.

Electric Vehicles. Did you know 
fuel costs for electric vehicles (EVs) are $0.75 cents 
per gallon compared to gas-powered vehicles? Add the 
fact electric vehicles have less than 20 moving parts 
in comparison to the 2,000 in gas-powered vehicles, 
and one can easily speculate the cost of maintaining an 
EV is also substantially less. No doubt EVs will play 
an integral part in Nebraska, as seen by the buildout 
of public charging infrastructure. While localized 
on western and eastern parts of the state and along 
Interstate 80, studies show it’s only three to five years 
before battery replacement technology, incentives 
and transportation emission reduction goals drive 
EV sales to the forefront. With our wholesale utility 
partners, NPPD is educating customers on benefits of 
this rapidly escalating technology through use of our 
own Chevy Bolt, charging infrastructure and purchase 
incentives. We will also continue discussions about 
charger buildout throughout the state, while leveraging 
related grants and internal programs to replace fleet 
vehicles with EVs. Our publicpowered.com website 
is perfect for anyone wanting more details on these 
efforts. 

Is Nebraska for everyone? 

Likely not. It’s not for those who lack a 
pioneer spirit and the inspiration to innovate 
and adapt. And, it’s not for those who 
seek out the obvious. It IS for those who, 
like NPPD’s specially selected technology 
project teams, don’t mind uncovering our 
attributes and improving upon our offerings 
to others. There’s so much more to come for 
not just NPPD, but the entire state. I can’t 
think of anyone who wouldn’t be thrilled – 
or even just a little bit curious – about that.  
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How did you get into glass etching? 
I started when my kids – now 10, 14 and 15, with one 
also on the way – were little. I wanted to get back to 
my creative juices in a way that could also contribute 
toward extra Christmas cash. As I thought about picking 
a hobby, I knew it had to be something I could do in the 
house so I could watch the girls. Glass etching fit the 
bill! I’ve been doing it now for 10 years. I had taken a 
class years ago in high school and enjoyed etching onto a 
mirror. It’s a fairly easy skill to learn.  
 
How is glass etching performed?  
I start by cutting out a pattern with an X-Acto knife or 
Cricut. Then, I apply Armor Etch, an acidic glass etching 
compound, to the pattern on any glass object. It basically 
eats away at the glass, which gives way to an elegant, 
frosted look. This is a different process than sanding or 
lasering glass. 
 
Upon what items do you typically 
etch? 
Anything! It could be on hollow glass blocks, wine 
glasses and bottles, candle holders, cookie jars, 
Christmas ornaments, baking pans, plates, mirrors – you 
name it. The best part is these items are so versatile 
based on a customer’s personal taste or want. My designs 
range from football teams, John Deere, popular phrases, 
animals, company logos and more. Husker designs are 
a big favorite! From big to little items, I try to ensure 
I have something for everyone, no matter the price 
bracket. I then paint some of my items to fit the theme, 
and if the design is on a hollow glass block, I’ll put in 
LED lights that glow behind the etched image.  
 

How has your hobby allowed 
you to venture into new learning 
opportunities? 
I’ve created elaborate gift baskets 
for special occasions, which has 
been a fun way to bundle items 
into a memorable present for loved 
ones. Glassware with last names or 
wedding dates is popular. I also have 
been dabbling with vinyl, using my 
Cricut to cut out designs on hollow 
Christmas ornaments that I can then 
fill with glitter, fake snow or lights. 
My newest venture is using vinyl on 
stainless steel travel mugs or canvas 
pillow slips to create unique Nebraska 
themes, heartfelt sayings and fun 
imagery.  
 
What do you offer that other glass 
etching hobbyists don’t? 
There are few out there who offer baking dishes. I’d also 
like to start working more with heavy vinyl, using it to 
create designs on T-shirts, YETI cups and more.  
  
What is the most rewarding part of 
your hobby?  
I love seeing the outcome! Working on the project is 
great, but to deliver it to the customer and have them 
enjoy it as much as I do is my favorite, especially when 
they say they have the perfect place for it. I do enjoy 
making things for myself, as well. My favorite item I’ve 
made is a blue wine glass with zebra patterns on it! 
 

Gifts etched with love
Customer service is etched on Norfolk Meter Data Controller Kelly Sanne’s heart. 
Sanne has worked 18 years at NPPD, most frequently taking calls from customers 
across the state on everything from outages, bills and company information. Each day 
promises a different problem to solve and customer to please, and trust her – she’s 
heard everything! It stands to reason, then, that her hobby, glass etching, would propel 
her into the realm of customer service. It’s a hobby that also lends itself to constant 
change as to customer preferences and desires. Sanne is more than up to the task!
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How is that similar to your most 
rewarding day at NPPD? 
There was a gal once who had account issues and wanted 
to know the status on her situation. I checked out the 
problem, was able to quickly fix it, and called her back, 
leaving a message saying the issue was taken care of. 
The gal was also in customer service and called back to 
talk to my manager and let her know how ecstatic she 
was with my help. It was a great feeling!

 
How do your glass etching skills 
translate to your career at NPPD? 
It’s a nice mix of soft and technical skills, and there’s 
always the ability to grow my skillset and build new 
opportunities for myself. Of course, the customer appeal 
is huge – ensuring they are satisfied and have received 
exactly what they need and want. There’s an element of 
problem solving to almost every call I take. In the end, 
it’s all about communication and ensuring a positive, 
trusting rapport is established with my customers. 

 
What do you enjoy most about 
working at NPPD? 
By far, it’s the people I work with. Our group gets along 
very well, and when a team meshes, it can accomplish 
almost anything together.  
 
Where can we see (or buy!) your 
work? 
My work is available at craft shows during the holiday 
season. Of course, friends and colleagues also know 
about my hobby, and don’t hesitate to ask me for gift 
ideas should they need a Christmas present or have a 
wedding shower or housewarming event coming up. 
I have a catalog of my work that anyone can peruse 
to get some ideas of what I can create for them. If 
you’re interested in checking it out or 
speaking with me about an idea, feel free 
to email or call me at sksanne@msn.com or 
402.750.9072.
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North Platte photographer 
Tim Wilcox just happened 
across a large flock of 
wild turkeys roosting on a 
transmission line structure 
while taking an evening drive 
on Old Highway 83, just 
southeast of the city. Wilcox 
graciously agreed to share his 
experience with Energy Insight. 

On the beauty of 
Nebraska that inspires 
his photography

The sunrises and sunsets are 
amazing here, and luckily, that 
happens to be the time wildlife 
are most active. About an hour 
after sunrise or before sunset 
is what photographers call the 
"golden hour." I find it to be 
irresistible. 

On wildlife, his favorite 
subject matter

It's very peaceful in Nebraska’s beautiful plains and 
canyons. There's something about being out in nature, 
observing wildlife and taking it all in. I lose track of 
time and spend hours upon hours out there. Sometimes 
I’ll take my favorite photography and paint it. 

On how he captured the photos
I used a Canon 5d Mark IV body with a 

600-millimeter lens. It's a full frame camera which 
performs well under low light conditions. I shot with an 
aperture of 5.0, hand held, with a shutter speed of 1/400 
ISO 2000. 

The city of North Platte is a wholesale customer of 
NPPD. To view more of Wilcox’s work, visit  
facebook.com/tswilcox or facebook.com/tswilcoxart.

Fearless 
Fowl
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Reliance on one another. It has power to improve safety performance and build 
lifelong bonds. But, NPPD’s new Safer Together campaign embodies more 
than just our fellow teammates. It’s watching out for our neighbors in need. It’s 
soundly restoring power alongside partnering utilities after a huge winter storm 
outage. And, it’s taking part in candid conversation about safety that allows us to 
break down barriers that lead to risky situations. In one word, what’s your why? 
Fill in the blank below, and hang up this poster in a place you’ll be reminded of 
our solidarity and commitment to safety – a value that knows no boundaries.
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Operating an electric utility takes a lot of energy          
(in more than one way!) That’s why when the 

holidays hit, it’s more important than ever teammates 
find a balance between work and home responsibilities. 
Amidst hectic days at work and all the cooking, 
shopping and reconnecting, keep your energy up – and 
your oven off – with these healthy, no-bake power 
balls. Joanna Gaines of the hit TV show, Fixer Upper, 
swears by them, and that’s good enough for us!

Power Balls
Ingredients

1 ½ cups old-fashioned oats
¼ cup flax seed
2 tsp. chia seeds
2/3 cup toasted coconut
A sprinkle of cinnamon
1/3 cup organic peanut butter
½ cup organic almond butter
½ cup miniature chocolate chips
¼ cup honey
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 tbsp. vanilla protein powder 
(optional, for an extra boost)
Raisins or your favorite dried fruits to taste

Preparation
Mix together all dry ingredients in one medium 
bowl. Mix together all wet ingredients in a 
separate, medium bowl. Once both mixtures 
achieve an even texture, pour the wet mixture 
into the dry while continuously stirring. Scoop 
out the mixture and shape one-inch balls. 
A large kitchen spoon is great for rounding 
out the shape. Pro tip: If the mixture is too 
gooey, try putting it in the fridge for 20-25 
minutes. Lastly, pop your energy bites into the 
refrigerator so they stay firm until ready to be 
eaten.  

Stuff your stockings with 

SAVINGS
Giving family and 

friends LED light 
bulbs or insulation in their 
stockings is a surefire way 

to get coal thrown at you. 
Nowadays, there are all sorts 
of ENERGY STAR-certified 
electronics out there, which 

means you can get your 
loved ones what they 
really want, with energy 
savings up to 70 percent.  

We’re talking tablets, 
televisions, speaker systems, Blu-ray Disc and DVD 
players, soundbars and more! 

According to energystar.gov, all your electric 
gadgets account for about 12 percent 
of your household electricity use. In 
addition, if each TV, DVD player and 
soundbar purchased in the U.S. this year 
had an ENERGY STAR rating, we would 
save more than $220 million and prevent 
2.8 billion pounds of greenhouse gas 
emissions every year. That’s equal to 
emissions from nearly 275,000 vehicles. 
Wow!

Energystar.gov/products has details on all the latest 
ENERGY STAR-approved gadgets that would be a 
hit with your loved ones. Not only that, but the site 
has everything from streaming, gaming and television 
energy efficiency tips. Really, by giving an ENERGY 
STAR gift this holiday season, you’re giving a gift to the 
environment, too. What’s not to love about that?

© Joanna Gaines’  February 2016 “At Home” blog post
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CUSTOMER NEWS

Certainly, organic farming isn’t for the faint of 
heart. But long before the Bernts went certified 
organic in 2006, the family of 14 (yes, you read 

right – they have 12 kids!) was sustainably farming to 
maximize nutrient output, with no idea where it might one 
day lead. 

“We started eating the foods we were cultivating and 
saw what a vast difference it made in the kids’ health and 
vitality,” said Bernt. “It was then the idea ‘life begets life’ 
became extremely meaningful to me.”

According to Bernt, true organic farmers nurture 
livestock, produce and soil, alike. Ensuring nutrients are 
abundant in all phases of farming, starting with keeping 
the invisible microbes in dirt healthy, means that from dirt 
to plant to animal to you, those nutrients are transferred so 
you reap every mineral and vitamin out of each bite. 

But Bernt’s farm goes a step further. He diverts the 
whey from his grass-fed, Jersey cattle’s raw milk for use 
as natural fertilizer. He uses the blood from processing his 
livestock to restore minerals in the soil. He combines raw 
milk with Epsom salt, brown sugar and baking soda for 
pest control. And, if that weren’t enough, bat houses along 
the property ensure mosquitos and other bugs are kept to 
a minimum. Though he doesn’t push for a big yield so 
his food is packed with nutrients and in turn, flavor, Bernt 
found his sustainable practices were actually increasing 
overall yield without compromising nutrition. 

“Once I saw the cycle of life, I had a deep, profound 
sense of what it takes to produce that quality of product,” 
said Bernt. “When we started offering our products to 
customers, the stories started rolling in about the improved 
health they were experiencing – their ability to heal greatly 
heightened by food, which I truly believe to be medicine in 
its most natural form.”

Every Tuesday, Bernt has 82 committed families 
from across the state who make the journey to pick up 
individualized packages of food to last them the week. 
They’ve been making the trip since 2009.

“It may seem like a lot of work, for us and these 
families, but we recognize the benefits far outweigh time 
and effort spent,” said Bernt. 

When is the last time you gave any 
thought to the dirt beneath your feet? If 
you were to ask Robert Bernt, he’d 
probably say, “10 seconds ago.” You see, 
he’s standing on soil that’s precious – and 
not just because it’s been in his family for 
more than 125 years. Robert and his wife, 
Kristine, reside on 700 acres they lovingly 
refer to as Clear Creek Organic Farms 
in Spalding. The nutrient-dense foods 
grown in that soil are a combination of 
location – the farm rests near the Sandhills, 
with fertile clay soils to the south – and 
diversified farming practices that benefit the 
environment as much as consumers. 

Organic farm touts 

“nutrient density”

Spalding

14



What Bernt finds most interesting is that when eating 
nutrient-dense foods, the body is more fully satiated 
while consuming less. “It responds to what it needs,” he 
said. “Listening to what foods your body is demanding is 
a great way to ensure you are getting the proper nutrients 
for you, and that leads to powerful health results.”

Variety is often the name of the game for a well-
balanced diet. That’s why the Bernt’s have 20 acres 
of organically-grown vegetables and herbs, with hoop 
houses that extend their harvest and allow them to 
maximize food production into winter and spring. They 
also blanch vegetables onsite in their certified kitchen and 
freeze portions for customers who want organic produce 
through winter – produce from which they know exactly 
where it came. 

They’ve got meat, too. From roasts, ground beef, ribs 
and organs from grass-fed, Dexter and Beefmaster cows 
to chops, cutlets, ribs, bacon, ham and more from Large 
Black, Berkshire and Hereford hogs, you can bet you’ll 
leave the farm with a cooler full of deliciousness. 

“We’ve got a lot of brat flavors, too, including my 
own recipe which contains brown sugar,” said Bernt. 
“When you grill them, they caramelize on the outside. It’s 
one of my favorite things to make.”

That is, after the ice cream.
     After all, what would their diverse farm be without  
100 percent pastured dairy products? Locals pine for 
black walnut, pumpkin and maple-flavored ice cream 
this time of year, though they always have the standard 
chocolate, vanilla and banana flavors available. Add 
that to the 10 flavors of block cheese and unsalted and 
salted butter they provide, and you’ll be in the market 
for another deep freezer after your first visit to the farm, 
which also carries maple syrup and honey from other 
organic farms. 

     To properly prepare such products requires precise 
operational methods. Yet, the farm doesn’t even have 
a back-up generator in the event they lose power. 
Not for their plant-sized meat grinders or hanging 
coolers. Not even for their elaborate cheese processing 
building, which contains operations dependent on exact 
temperatures and mechanics. 
     They don’t need one, Bernt claims. 
     “Cornhusker Public Power District is 
phenomenal in responding quickly to any 
outages we have,” he said. “Not having 
a generator has never been a problem. 
We’re grateful for the reliable power and 
outstanding customer service.”
     So, what do you say? Do you need 
a ham for Christmas dinner? Milk 
for holiday eggnog? Cheese for New 
Years? Brats for your Super Bowl party? 
Consider a fun weekend trip out to Clear Creek Organic 
Farm, if not just for the tasty, nutrient-dense foods, but 
also for a look into a farming practice that yields nothing 
but benefits for those willing to take a scenic country 
drive out. 
     And, don’t miss the opportunity to visit the farm this 
summer – the Bernts have many recreational activities 
available, from camping to hog roasts to tanking down 
the nearby Cedar River. 
 
 

Clear Creek Organic Farms is a customer of Cornhusker 
Public Power District.

 
What does “certified organic” mean? 
Certified organic products must be 95 percent or more free of synthetic additives like pesticides, chemical fertilizers and 
dyes, and must not be processed using industrial solvents, irradiation or genetic engineering. In turn, certified organic 
livestock must be grass-fed or fed certified-organic grains, in addition to being managed without antibiotics, added 
growth hormones, mammalian or avian by-products or other prohibited feed ingredients. All organic farming practices 
should support animal welfare, foster cycling of resources, promote ecological balance and conserve biodiversity.

Left: This vat processes raw milk into cheese. 
Complete with an electrically-operated steam jacket, 
or boiler, the vat takes about six hours to complete all 
stages of turning milk into curds and then solid cheese.  
 
Right: The design on this butter churn was duplicated 
where the Bernt’s first learned to make butter at 
South Dakota State University. The churn, made in 
Wisconsin, will beat buttermilk out of the butter without 
having to press it. 

Visit clearcreekorganicfarms.webs.com 
for more information on the farm and 
available products. 
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Norfolk Operations Center / Kelli Koepke, 
Substation Support Specialist / kpkoepk@nppd.com  

Kearney / Kristi Singleterry, Customer Service Support 
Specialist / klsingl@nppd.com  

On Nov. 19, the Electric 
Power Research Institute 
(EPRI) formally 
acknowledged Director of 
Research Alan Dostal for 
his contributions and years 
of service during an EPRI 
meeting in Columbus. “On 
behalf of EPRI, we want 
to recognize Alan for his 
outstanding commitment and 
dedication to the industry 

and EPRI as a whole,” noted EPRI Strategic Account 
Executive Bobbi Dillow. Dillow added Dostal’s 
passion and work ethic make him a great asset to the 
electric industry, as NPPD and EPRI work together 
throughout the years to help facilitate, develop and 
demonstrate energy-related research and projects 
internationally, with a special focus on electric 
generation. In 2017, NPPD utilized 836 products 
developed by EPRI. The two organizations regularly 
partner to tackle projects related to generation, energy 
and environment, transmission, distribution, energy 
utilization and cyber security.

Columbus / Kathy Fadschild, Community Relations 
Coordinator / klfadsc@nppd.com

In late August, teammates and families participated in 
the Elm Creek Buffalo Stampede parade. This year’s 
theme was “Favorite Board Games,” which fit right 
in with NPPD’s motto. In fact, NPPD’s introduction 
in the parade read, “Just like your favorite board 
games, NPPD is always there when you need us!” 
Pictured with their families, starting second from the 
left: Customer Service Leader Lisa Willson, Director 
of Safety and Human Performance Chris Overman, 
Distribution Engineer Corey McIntosh and Minden 
Local Manager Todd Warren. Photo courtesy of 
HVAC/Electrical Maintenance Technician Vern 
Giboney.

The city of 
Norfolk held 
an Octoberfest 
event  
Sept. 22, 
in which 
several NPPD 
teammates, 
their 
families, and 

NPPD’s Chevy Bolt made an appearance. Pictured: 
Transmission Supervisor Scott Fritz and his son, 
Caden, Substation Technician Brent Stelling, Journey 
Line Technician Andrew Myer with family, Riley 
and Tina, and Account Manager Cathy Kathol. 

Alan Dostal (middle) with 
UNL’s Director of the Nebraska 

Center for Energy Sciences 
Research Dr. Michael Nastasi 
(left) and Bobbi Dillow (right)

Have an 
accomplishment 

you’d like featured?  
 

Email it to Columbus 
Senior Communication  

Specialist Cassie Rief at 
cjrief@nppd.com,  

or to your area reporter 
listed on page 2.
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To begin the new year, 
Nebraska Electric 

Generation and Transmission 
Cooperative, Inc. (NEG&T) 
Assistant General Manager Darin 
Bloomquist will succeed retiring 
General Manager Bruce Pontow. 
Bloomquist has held the position 
of assistant general manager 

at the NEG&T for the past six years. Prior to his 
employment with the NEG&T, he held various 
positions with Loup Power District from 1990 to 
2012. Bloomquist is a graduate of Bloomfield High 
School, Northeast Community College and Concordia 
University, and he holds a Master’s degree in Business 
Management from Doane College. Additionally, he 
has completed the Management Internship Program 
through the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association. Bloomquist is also a member of the 
Nebraska Power Association’s Load and Capability 
Committee, a National Rural Electric Cooperative 

Association Voting 
Alternate, a Midwest 
Consumers Electric 
Membership Board 
Alternate, an NREA Net 
Metering Task Force 
Committee member and 
a member of Columbus 
Morning Rotary. NEG&T, 
headquartered in 
Columbus, contractually 
supplies the power and 
energy requirements, 
as well as assists with a 
range of issues related 
to that supply, for NPPD 
wholesale customers 
which include 19 rural public power districts and 
one electric membership cooperative. Together, these 
utilities serve more than 150,000 rural consumers in 
the eastern two-thirds of Nebraska.

Bloomquist replaces Pontow at NEG&T

Darin Bloomquist

President and CEO Pat Pope 
recognized Bruce Pontow at NPPD’s 
November Board meeting, presenting 
him with a formal resolution 
acknowledging his years of service 
and contributions to public power in 
Nebraska.

of events
F E B R U A R Y 
 
 14 NPPD Board Meeting    
               Columbus 
 

D E C E M B E R
 

 24-25 Christmas Holiday

 1 New Years Day Holiday

 10 NPPD Board Meeting
  Columbus 

 30 Rate Review Committee/Power  
  Resources Advisory Board/ 
  Customer Meeting
  Grand Island 
 

J A N U A R Y M A R C H 
 
 15 NPPD Board Meeting   
                Columbus

 21 Rate Review Committee/Power  
  Resources Advisory Board/ 
  Customer Meeting
  York
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R E T I R E E 

Klassy Kilowatts will meet every third 
Monday of the month at 12:30 p.m. (CDT). The 
next meetings are Jan. 21 and Feb. 18. Locations to 
be determined.  
Linda Holmstedt, (308) 530-1337,  
lmholms@gmail.com

Low Voltage Panhandlers will meet  
Dec. 18 and Feb. 19 at Perkins Restaurant at 9 a.m. 
Kathleen Busekist, seweasy2011@gmail.com

The Cooper Nuclear Retirees 
will meet the second Tuesday of every month —  
Jan. 8 and Feb. 12 — at 9 a.m. at Cafe Metro in 
Auburn. 
Jon Warren, (402) 740-8875, 
Lnjwarren@gmail.com

Columbus Energizers will meet every  
third Thursday of the month at 8 a.m. at Stack-n-
Steak. The next meetings are Dec. 20, Jan. 17 and 
Feb. 21. 
Marge Prokupek, (402) 564-0348,  
mkproku@frontiernet.net

NPPD Antiques will meet the first Monday of 
each month. The next meetings are Jan. 7 and Feb. 4 
at 8:30 a.m. at Country Cooking in Beatrice.  

Jochum focuses on family

Jochum and family.

R E T I R E E  N E W S

Young gets active in retirement

Dave Young

E N E R G Y I N S I G H T  •  F O U R T H  Q U A R T E R  2 0 1 818

Columbus Engineering 
Specialist Dave Young retired 

May 5 after 37 years of service. He 
began his NPPD career in 1977 as a 
surveyor.

An open house was held for Young 
Aug. 3 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Henry 
on 11th in Columbus. Catered by 

Shadows Restaurant and Pub, 90 family members and a 
total of 300 friends and colleagues enjoyed great food, fun 
and conversation. 

Though no formal presentation was held, Young 
was presented with a retirement plaque from Columbus 
Administrative Assistant Joy Meister, as well as parting 
gifts from NPPD - a grill and a cash gift, which he used to 
purchase a YETI cooler. 

In his retirement, Young plans to get outdoors even 
more with favorite hobbies of hunting, fishing and golfing. 
He is especially itching to get out this winter to ice fish, 
and he is looking forward to time with his grandkids. 

“It’s been a great 37 years with a great group of 
people,” Young said. “Thank you for the ride!”

GGS Mechanical Technician 
Randy Jochum retired 

from NPPD Sept. 24 after more than 
39 years of service. Jochum began 
his career with NPPD in 1979 as a 
maintenance helper. A retirement 
party was held for him Aug. 11 at 
the Legion Hall in Sutherland and 
attended by many fellow colleagues, 

family and friends. GGS Investment Recovery Coordinator 
Chet Harger acted as master of ceremonies, while GGS 
Mechanical Leader Shane Moore presented Jochum with 
his retirement document. Jochum’s retirement gift from 
NPPD was a Terry Redlin print entitled “Backwoods 
Cabin.” Special guests at the celebration included his three 
daughters, Melissa, Traci and Adrian; their spouses and 
families; and his four brothers, Bill, Howdy, Larry and 
Paul and their spouses and families.

Currently, Jochum works at Sutherland Farm and Auto 
and is enjoying his life’s latest chapter. “I am very thankful 
for my time at NPPD,” he said. “I look forward to golfing, 
cruises and spending time with my family and grandkids.” 



Cooper Nuclear Station Code 
Programs Engineering 

Supervisor Stan Domikaitis, 
60, of Auburn passed away 
Aug. 31. Throughout his career, 
he progressed through many 
supervisory positions among 
various engineering teams.  

 
“Stan came to Cooper from La Salle Station 
in Illinois. He enjoyed solving problems, was 
a supportive colleague, leader, mentor, and an 
invaluable asset to the site,” said CNS Director of 
Engineering Khalil Dia.  
 
Stan is survived by his wife, Ramona Mullins-
Domikaitis; sons, Brent Domikaitis and Jeremy 
McKissack (Sena); grandchildren, Benjamin 
Domikaitis, Blake Domikaitis and Aiden McKissack; 
father, Stanley Domikaitis II; sisters, Donna Matthews 
and Diane Rach; and niece and nephews, Danise 
Matthews Weber, Daniel Domikaitis and Joshua Rach. 

Remembering Cooper Engineering 
Supervisor Stan Domikaitis

Columbus Senior Contract & 
Analysis Specialist Bob Fischer 

passed away Friday, Oct. 19 after a 
short hospitalization/illness. Fischer 
joined NPPD in 1977 as a draftsman 
and held positions of planning 
technician, senior operations services 
technician. He held his role of 
contract & analysis specialist until 
the time of his death. 

 
“Everyone who has ever worked with Bob is saddened 
by his passing,” said Columbus Contracts Manager 
Rod Rinne. “He was a valued member not only of the 
Contracts team, but for all of NPPD for many years.”  
 
Bob is survived by his wife, Sandie; sons, Dan and 
Jesse; daughter-in-law, Heather; and granddaughter, 
Indi.

Fond memories of Columbus’  
Bob Fischer

Stan Domikaitis Bob Fischer

Gene 
Watson

Jim 
Reimers

Ed 
Regennitter

“Mac” 
Erisman

Ronald Lee 
Tinkham

Retired York Journey Line 
Technician Ed Regennitter, 62, 
of York passed away Aug. 31. Ed 
began his NPPD career in 1977 
and retired in 2013.

Retired CNS Service Technician 
Jim Reimers, 78, of Brock passed 
away Sept. 18. Jim began his 
District career in 1984 and retired 
in 2005.

Retired Columbus General Counsel 
Gene Watson, 85, of Lincoln 
passed away Sept. 22. Gene began 
his District career in 1976 and 
retired in 1994.

Retired Cooper Nuclear Station Security 
Officer Lynn “Mac” Erisman, 72, of 
Auburn passed away Sept. 10. Mac began 
his District career in 2003 and retired in 
2016.

Retired Hebron Local Manager Ronald 
Lee Tinkham, 87, of Hebron passed 
away Aug. 23. Ronald began his NPPD 
career in 1956 and retired in 1991. Ronald 
is the father of Kearney T&D Asset 
Management Specialist John “Mike” 
Tinkham and father-in-law of North Platte 
Planner/Scheduler Rick Jackson.

Retired Columbus Hydrological Science 
Senior Environmental Advisor Roger 
Luhring, 82, passed away Oct. 14. Roger 
began his District career in 1970 and 
retired in 1996.
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