
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 12/20/2021    

 

Fair Districts New Jersey Objects to Redistricting Commission’s Plan to Certify a Congressional 

Map Without Public Participation 

 

TRENTON, NJ – Today, the Fair Districts New Jersey coalition responded to the announcement 

from the New Jersey Redistricting Commission that they will meet on Wednesday, December 22 

to vote on a map establishing congressional districts for the next ten years.  

“It is unacceptable for the Commission to schedule a final meeting to certify a congressional 

map without having released a draft map for public consideration and comment prior to the 

vote. At their first meeting, and repeatedly thereafter, the Commissioners said they were 

committed to a public process. The failure to release a map publicly is not in line with that 

commitment. The Commission, which had announced its intention to hold ten public meetings 

to receive testimony, has only held nine meetings, and has now failed to hold any meetings that 

would give the public the opportunity to comment and provide feedback on the map or maps 

the Commission is voting on.”  

“We call on the Democratic and Republican delegations on the Redistricting Commission to 

immediately release their final draft Congressional maps. And we call on the Commission to 

allow testimony at Wednesday’s meeting and delay a final vote until a later date. The 

Commission has until January 18, 2022, almost a month, to certify a Congressional plan; New 

Jersey’s Congressional representation over the next ten years is too important to rush through 

a final map three days before Christmas. The Commission should take the time required to 

ensure that the map that is adopted is fair and should allow for public discussion and 

feedback.”  

The Fair Districts NJ Coalition has consistently called for a redistricting process that prioritizes 

public engagement. The Coalition, nonpartisan, community, and advocacy organizations, and 

countless New Jerseyans testified before the Commission calling on the Commissioners to 

publicly release their draft maps and schedule additional meetings prior to a final vote. In the 

vast majority of states, the public is given the opportunity to comment on map proposals prior 

to certification. For example, in Georgia, a draft Congressional map was released September 27, 

well in advance of the March deadline for certification, allowing the public ample time to 

analyze the map and provide feedback. In Michigan, the Citizens’ Redistricting Commission 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

released ten draft Congressional maps on October 13, and then scheduled five public meetings 

around the state to gather testimony on those drafts.  

The Commission’s decision to not release a map for public comment is out of step with the vast 

majority of states, and demonstrates that regardless of what the final map may look like, the 

process that produced it is flawed and still in need of reform.  

 

Signatories: 

 
Fair Districts NJ 
 
League of Women Voters of New Jersey 

New Jersey Institute for Social Justice 

New Jersey Alliance for Immigrant Justice 

Fair Share Housing Center 

Sikh American Legal Defense and Education Fund 

Latino Action Network 

Waterspirit 

Faith in New Jersey 

NJ Citizen Action 

Our Revolution Essex County 

Good Government Coalition of New Jersey 

Indivisible Cranbury 

New Jersey Appleseed PILC 

New Jersey League of Conservation Voters 

NJ 11th for Change 

 

### 

 

Fair Districts New Jersey is a coalition dedicated to ensuring that New Jersey's voting districts are drawn in a way 

that is transparent, representative, community-driven and fair. 

 


