December 10, 2018

Dear GRuB Family & Friends,
We’re ecstatic to be celebrating 20 years of teens on the GRuB Farm! From the summer of 1999 through the
most recent summer program, we’ve directly served 400 youth in our community. Having personally led our
Youth Program the last five years & as a member of the 2000 Youth Crew, I’m elated to say GRuB still delivers
the same magic that inspired me eighteen years ago.
What is that magic? The key ingredient is youth learning
how to grow food for their community, while simultaneously
providing themselves with the same delicate nourishment.
I believe that confidence, leadership, and resilience are traits
all our youth already have when they enter our program. Our
job is to nourish those qualities so they can grow and
blossom. Like a plant needing an anchor in fertile soil, leaves
bathed in sunshine, and water deep down to its roots— at
GRuB, all aspects of a young person’s growth are important.
However, many youth who join GRuB lack hope. I know I
did. The magic of growing people at GRuB is also planting
seeds of hope. Without hope, I wouldn’t be alive today, and
many of the youth we’ve served have said the same.

"Before GRuB, I had no sense of
community. I had never felt
welcomed or wanted by a group of
people. I've truly felt community
here at GRuB because every
minute I’m here, I feel like I'm part
of something important. Whether
we’re in the middle of working
towards a common goal, teambuilding, or just hanging, I always
feel welcomed and wanted."
— Derek Gary
2017-2018 Youth Crew

Youth call this place their second home. Some of them
say it’s felt more like a home than anything they’ve ever
known. They feel safe here, and they like who they are
when they’re here. They can take risks without shame.
They can express sadness, fear, and frustration without
regret in doing so. They can give what their 100% looks
like and not have to worry about being compared to their
peers. They are appreciated for who they are and how
they are. At GRuB, they are invited to be their authentic
selves and are challenged to foster that environment for
everyone else they work alongside.
LeŌ to right: Zion, Lorenzo, Jade, QuenƟn, MaƩhew, and Derek

For 20 years, we’ve been honing our recipe, and for 20 years,
we’ve been seeing positive results. For as long as there are teens in our community who are disengaged, ne‐
glected, underrepresented, marginalized, unacknowledged, and emotionally undernourished, we’ll continue to
do our work, leading with love and compassion.
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We’ve been hard at work in recent years making sure
that more youth, in more communities are impacted
by GRuB’s magic! To date, the GRuB School model has
been adopted by the Olympia, Tumwater, and
Eatonville School Districts. These new programs are
collectively serving over 100 youth per year and grow‐
ing over 25,000 pounds of food for their communities.
In the spring of 2019, GRuB will launch a program in
partnership with GRAVITY Learning Center, a division
of ESD 113. GRAVITY offers a re‐engagement program
for youth who have dropped out of school and want
to earn their GED or high school diploma. We believe
GRuB provides a solid foundation for that journey.
We’re thankful this opportunity is in front of us.

“The GRAVITY program has been very success‐
ful at helping students complete their GED,
find work, and connect with the next step of
their lives. One element that we have not
been as good at is developing real, hands‐on
course work that builds the so skills needed
for employment and the leadership skills to
empower them in the real world.
“GRuB has a long track record of using the real
life application of food production to create
solid and incomparable learning experiences
for youth. Rather than attempt to take on the
gigantic task of developing a program, it just
made sense to collaborate with a well‐respected
youth program already in operation.”

We strive to continually evolve to best serve the needs
—Gerry Grubbs, Principal
of our community. This includes programming that
GRAVITY Learning Center
focuses on wild foods and medicine; engagement
opportunities for veterans, active duty service members, and young families; and a renewed partnership
with the Thurston County Food Bank. Read about these emerging programs in the accompanying pages.
We’re doing crucial work, and we need your support and your financial investment in order to continue.

Would you consider making a special gift this year to celebrate our powerful 20 year anniversary
of teen empowerment & to invest in the longevity of this work for another generation at GRuB?
 A one‐time gift of $20 helps us purchase supplies to build a backyard garden for a family with limited

financial resources
 $20/month as a recurring gift helps keep our kitchen well stocked and gives our youth opportunities

to learn how to cook for each other, their families, & our community
 A $500 gift provides a financial stipend to a youth engaged in hands‐on learning on the GRuB Farm

No gifts are too small or too large! We appreciate whatever you’re able to share. Together, we can
continue planting seeds of hope in our community and creating opportunities for people to lead,
learn, and thrive.
With love & gratitude,

Wade Uyeda, Youth Programs Lead Educator
GRuB Youth Alum, 2000 Crew Member
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Back to Our Roots
Bringing the Best of 20 Years Working with Teens
into a Future Partnering with Youth, Families, and Veterans
We’ve got great plans for this year, and
we’re counting on $246,000 in community donations
to make them happen! Will you help?
Launch the new GroundED Youth Program in partnership with GRAVITY Learning Center
 Engage 50+ out‐of‐school youth in land‐based, job training and GED comple on.
 Enable youth to grow 15,000 lbs. of food for seniors, youth, families, and paying customers.

Create the new Victory Farm in partnership with the Thurston County Food Bank
 Transform abandoned lot on Mar n Way into beau ful, veteran‐led, educa onal garden to accompany

the new Lacey Food Bank.
 Create a safe, non‐confronta onal place where 50+ veterans, ac ve duty service members & their
families work shoulder‐to‐shoulder with community.
 Provide peer support ac vi es including monthly councils, skill‐building workshops, ac ve apprecia on
and celebra on, and resource referrals.
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We need $246,000 in community donations to support this work.

Let’s build the world we want by connecting to the land,
to each other, and to our best selves.

Be part of the GRuB garden!
Complete and share Tend, Gather, and Grow teaching toolkit
 Complete K‐12 curriculum with 60+ lessons covering more than 25 Northwest plants.
 Educate youth about wild edible and medicinal plants and the rich cultural tradi ons surrounding them.
 Engage 80+ adults in monthly teacher workshops on herbal apothecary, wild food tradi ons, cultural

ecosystems, tree communi es, and plant technologies.
 Convene “communi es of prac ce” in tribal communi es.

Host expanded opportunities for Families on the Farm
 Connect 20+ families with young children to good food and garden me togetherness.
 Provide weekly hands‐on fieldtrips featuring stories, farm work, and cooking.
 Send home 1,000 lbs. of food with par cipa ng families.

Support All the Rest!
 Build 50+ backyard gardens for families with limited financial resources who are eager to grow their own

food with the support of youth, veterans, and community volunteers.
 Teach 300+ children the importance of land stewardship through hands‐on fieldtrips to the GRuB Farm.
 Connect 200+ community members to purposeful volunteer opportuni es.

LeŌ to right: Dylan, QuenƟn, Derek, and Sky

GRuB

●

2016 Elliott Ave NW, Olympia, WA 98502

●

360.753.5522

●

goodgrub.org

