
Placing creative 
thinking at the heart 
of the curriculum

https://www.form.net.au/


Today’s children and young people are faced with unprecedented economic, technological, cultural, 

social and personal challenges. Enhanced creative thinking skills can help them to meet and overcome 

these challenges through the application of creative problem-solving strategies. But we need more 

than just a ‘creativity hour’ at school or creativity only in arts classes. Creative thinking could be an 

integral part of the whole curriculum.  

This theme was picked up by the recent Gonski report (2018), stating that an important goal of 

Australian education should be to “equip every child to be a creative, connected and engaged learner 

in a rapidly changing world”. One of the Gonski 2 recommendations to achieve this aim is to place 

the general capabilities (e.g. critical and creative thinking) at the core of our curriculum and teaching 

practice. The question that often faces educators is not whether we should bring more creativity into 

our classrooms, but how we can best do this.  

During this professional learning day we will explore what creativity is, why it is important and how 

we could embed creative learning in everyday classroom practice. We will also look at case studies of 

innovative practice from schools in Perth (including the Art of Learning project), the UK, Hong Kong 

and Lithuania who have grappled with questions like:
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Placing creative thinking at 
the heart of the curriculum

How do we bring more creativity into WHERE students learn 
(both the physical and emotional environment), in WHAT they learn 
(embedding creativity across the curriculum) and in HOW students learn 
(creative pedagogies)? 

How do we develop buy-in from our school community to place the general 
capabilities at the heart of the curriculum?

How do we lead teaching and learning to develop conscious competence in 
creativity and other general capabilities?

How do we assess progression in general capabilities in an authentic way?



Photograph by Mwansa Msapenda.

Mathilda Joubert is an experienced primary and secondary 

teacher, researcher, teacher-trainer and innovation 

consultant in corporate settings. She has been involved 

in the development of numerous 21st Century capability 

frameworks and assessment tools for schools and educational 

jurisdictions, including the UK, Lithuania, Hong Kong and 

now Australia where she has served as the ACARA expert 

advisor on creative and critical thinking since 2014 as part of 

the General Capabilities Advisory Group. Mathilda is a true 

cross-disciplinarian and an advocate of lifelong learning 

with two bachelors and three master’s degrees (in music, 

languages, education, cognitive neuropsychology and 

business). She is currently completing her PhD in education 

at UWA. 

Mathilda has worked directly with more than 500 schools 

on a range of successful school improvement initiatives 

and regularly leads training and development sessions in 

education, arts and/or corporate settings. Mathilda was 

researcher to Sir Ken Robinson and the UK’s National 

Advisory Committee on Creative and Cultural Education and 

has numerous publications to her name, including 

Challenging Convention: Creativity in Organisations and  

co-author of All Our Futures: Creativity, Culture and Education.

BOOK NOW    tickets@scribblersfestival.com.au

Friday 14 September
9am – 3pm

$150
includes morning tea, 
lunch and afternoon tea

 
The Goods Shed
4 Shenton Rd, Claremont

MATHILDA 
JOUBERT

Elvis Costello once said: 

“Writing about music is like dancing 
about architecture.”  
In the same way, it is pointless to merely talk about the general capabilities like creative and critical 

thinking; to be fully understood they are meant to be experienced. Therefore, this session will involve 

experiential activities to understand the general capabilities, with a particular focus on creative and 

critical thinking skills. 

This professional development opportunity will be facilitated by 
Mathilda Joubert and creative learning practitioners from FORM.

https://www.form.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Teachers-PD-Booking-Form-FILLABLE.pdf
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FORM is an independent, non-profit cultural organisation that develops and advocates for excellence in 

creativity and artistic practice in Western Australia. We see creativity as a catalyst for positive change, and 

we believe that the best, most vibrant places to live are the ones that nurture dynamic creativity, showcase 

cultural diversity, insist on quality, and are shaped with people in mind. Our activities span high-level 

artist development and exhibitions, place-making and strategy, social and multicultural engagement, 

cultural infrastructure development, Aboriginal cultural maintenance, research, and advocacy. All of these 

activities are connected by the exploration of artistic excellence, whether through processes or outcomes. 

FORM is a State-based organisation. We have head offices (Station Masters House) and a project space 

(The Goods Shed) in Claremont, and facilities in the Pilbara (Port Hedland Courthouse Gallery, Spinifex 

Hill Studios, and Port Hedland Visitor Centre).
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