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The goal is zero. Zero Bibleless languages.
 
By 2033. That is fitting. For by then it will be two thou-
sand years since Jesus gave his life for us on the cross. 
Two thousand years since he died, was buried, rose again, 
and commissioned us to “go into all the world and preach 
the Good News to everyone.”
 
Everyone. Everyone should hear. That was Jesus’ final 
command before ascending into heaven. It was his idea. 
It still remains his wish. It is our responsibility to hear 
and to obey and to not give up until this – his desire – is 
fulfilled. We can collaborate together in his grace to make 
his dream come true.
 
To fulfill Jesus’ parting words, one thing is clear: every-
one should have ready access to the Word of God in their 
mother tongue. Until then, God remains a foreigner in 
their world, an outsider who is seen as distant. For them 
to experience Jesus fully as Emmanuel, as God incarnate, 
they need the Word of God available to them in the lan-
guage of their heart. And this Word needs to be delivered 
in a manner they can fully grasp. Whether by means of 
print, audio or video technologies, we need to make the 
Word of God accessible to all so they can engage with the 
God of the Word in a life-transforming way.
 
There are approximately 7100 living languages spoken on 
earth today. As I write this introduction there are some 
1600+ living languages that still do not have a single 
verse of the Scriptures translated. These 1600+ languages 
need to be translated to reach zero. The needs before us 
include:

•  Nearly 200 Bibleless languages with populations greater 
than 100,000 – some of them are linguistic groups reach-
ing into the millions.
 
•  Approximately 300 Bibleless languages spoken by 
groups between 10,000 and 100,000 strong.

• About 1,100 Bibleless languages spoken by linguistic 
communities with a population between 100 and 10,000 
people.

• And there are still other communities who speak a 
Bibleless language whose very survival is at risk. Time is 
running out for them. Like the Good Shepherd we must 
urgently go in search of these isolated ones who are lost 
(Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7) and who have no access 
to God’s Word in their mother tongue.
 
Most of these 1600+ Bibleless languages are agraphos. 
This means they do not have a written orthography. 
Those who speak these languages are almost entirely 
oral learners. They need an oral translation of the Bible. 
They need Biblical resources in audio and video formats. 
They need us to do new things in new ways, in acceler-
ated ways, if they are going to hear and understand God’s 
Word. It is time for action.
 
In order to reach the overall goal of zero by 2033, we 
need to embrace a list of incremental zeroes. Before ev-
eryone can have access to the whole Word of God in their 
heart language, there are intermediate steps that must be 
taken. These thirty “Taste & See” passages are presented 
here as a possible first zero on this journey. This proposal 
emerges from my participation with the gifted leaders 
in the Pacific Wa’a Partnership.  Together we believe that 
these “Taste & See” passages can give a language com-
munity an initial sampling of the Word of God. Each 
language community can decide which passage(s) they 
want first. It could be just a handful of these passages or 
all thirty. This gives them (together with the translation 
team) an opportunity to assess the results and decide how 
to proceed further. It is proposed that these “Taste & See” 
passages be approached with an OBT (Oral Bible Trans-
lation) process, highlighting the key role of the mother-
tongue speakers in the translation process.

Once this is accomplished and assessments have been 
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completed, a second zero could then be a full portion of 
Scripture. That could be comprised by:

 
•  a full Oral Bible Story set in an audio format, or
•  a Gospel video such as Jesus Film or Lumo, or
•  a completed book such as Luke published in print.

 
Subsequent zeroes could include the translation of the 
whole New Testament and/or a set of strategic Original 
Testament passages. Ultimately, the final zero is the whole 
Bible for everyone in whatever format is most appropri-
ate – whether print, audio, video, and/or digital.
 
So let’s consider this initial zero. These thirty “Taste & 
See” passages are comprised of three sets of ten passages 
each. There are ten from the Original Testament, ten 
from the Gospels, and ten from letters written to new 
followers of Jesus. Together they give a big picture sweep 
of the story of God. They include passages from 24 books 
of the Bible (11 from the Original Testament and 13 from 
the New Testament).
 
Some of the “Taste & See” passages are derived from a 
continuous section of Scripture; others are a medley of 
verses which capture the heart of a larger portion of the 
Bible. All of them are selected because they could be 
readily understood in a stand-alone situation. No prior 
Biblical knowledge is needed for the hearer to under-
stand the passage. Likewise, all of them have been se-
lected as strategic conversation starters, leading people to 
an understanding of the redemptive story of God. They 
should be of great benefit in personal evangelism, frontier 
missions and church planting situations.
 
Each passage is between 400 and 600 words in length. 
The shortest (at 405 words in the nlt) comes from Paul’s 
letter to Titus, which – appropriately enough – Luther 
called “the Gospel in a Nutshell.” The longest passage 

(at 594 words in the nlt) tells the story of Jesus’ longest 
recorded conversation with an individual in the Gospels: 
the Samaritan woman. Together these thirty passages 
make up nearly 2% of the Biblical text, a rich sampling 
that highlight the central themes of the Word of God. 
For those with not a single verse in their mother tongue, 
these “Taste & See” passages are a feast that will nour-
ish their spirits and open their eyes to God’s wonderful 
redemptive work.
 
About 83% of the Biblical story of God is written in a 
narrative style which is readily understood by oral learn-
ers. For this reason, the “Taste & See” passages are pre-
sented using the four colors employed in the SourceView 
Bible. 1The SourceView format is a literate tool designed 
for oral learners, using colors to highlight the dramatic 
narrative of the Scriptures. In this layout the words of 
the Narrator are always in black, those of God are in red, 
those of the lead character of any book are in green, and 
those of everyone else are in blue. This layout will en-
hance the work of those engaged in the oral translation, 
for it will help them visualize the relational elements of 
God’s magnificent story.
 
Millions of people from 1600+ language communities 
have still not heard God’s story. Certainly 2000 years is 
long enough for these people to have waited. It’s time to 
make sure that no one is left without the Word of God. 
Let us – during the AD 2020 Global Year of the Bible – 
start an oral Bible translation in every Bibleless language. 
Now’s the time for everyone to hear. Now’s the time for 
zero Bibleless languages.
 
David Joel Hamilton
September, 2019

1Paper versions of the SourceView Bible can be ordered online 
at www.sourceviewbible.com. The SourceView app can be down-
loaded for free for both Apple and Android devices.
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In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
The earth was formless and empty, and darkness covered 
the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the surface of the waters.
         ... When God created human beings, he made them 
to be like himself. He created them male and female, and 
he blessed them and called them “human.”
         ... This is the account of the creation of the heavens 
and the earth.
         When the Lord God made the earth and the heav-
ens, neither wild plants nor grains were growing on the 
earth. For the Lord God had not yet sent rain to water 
the earth, and there were no people to cultivate the soil. 
Instead, springs came up from the ground and watered 
all the land. Then the Lord God formed the man from the 
dust of the ground. He breathed the breath of life into the 
man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person.
         Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the 
east, and there he placed the man he had made. The Lord 
God made all sorts of trees grow up from the ground—
trees that were beautiful and that produced delicious 
fruit. In the middle of the garden he placed the tree of life 
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
         ... The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of 
Eden to tend and watch over it. But the Lord God warned 

him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the gar-
den—except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.”
         Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the 
man to be alone. I will make a helper who is just right 
for him.” So the Lord God formed from the ground all 
the wild animals and all the birds of the sky. He brought 
them to the man to see what he would call them, and the 
man chose a name for each one. He gave names to all the 
livestock, all the birds of the sky, and all the wild animals. 
But still there was no helper just right for him.
         So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep 
sleep. While the man slept, the Lord God took out one of 
the man’s ribs and closed up the opening. Then the Lord 
God made a woman from the rib, and he brought her to 
the man.
         “At last!” the man exclaimed.
         “This one is bone from my bone,
         and flesh from my flesh!
         She will be called ‘woman,’
         because she was taken from ‘man.’ ”
         This explains why a man leaves his father and 
mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united 
into one.

1 God Created Everything
Gen 1 :1 -2 ;  5 :1b-2 ;  2 :4 -9 ,15-24
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Then God gave the people all these instructions:
         “I am the Lord your God, who rescued you from the 
land of Egypt, the place of your slavery.
         “You must not have any other god but me.
         “You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind 
or an image of anything in the heavens or on the earth 
or in the sea. You must not bow down to them or wor-
ship them, for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God 
who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I 
lay the sins of the parents upon their children; the entire 
family is affected—even children in the third and fourth 
generations of those who reject me. But I lavish unfailing 
love for a thousand generations on those who love me 
and obey my commands.
         “You must not misuse the name of the Lord your 
God. The Lord will not let you go unpunished if you 
misuse his name.
         “Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping 
it holy. You have six days each week for your ordinary 
work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath day of rest dedi-
cated to the Lord your God. On that day no one in your 
household may do any work. This includes you, your 
sons and daughters, your male and female servants, your 
livestock, and any foreigners living among you. For in six 
days the Lord made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and 
everything in them; but on the seventh day he rested. 
That is why the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and set it 
apart as holy.
         “Honor your father and mother. Then you will live a 
long, full life in the land the Lord your God is giving you.
         “You must not murder.

         “You must not commit adultery.
         “You must not steal.
         “You must not testify falsely against your neighbor.
         “You must not covet your neighbor’s house. You 
must not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female ser-
vant, ox or donkey, or anything else that belongs to your 
neighbor.”
 ...“These are the commands, decrees, and regula-
tions that the Lord your God commanded me to teach 
you. You must obey them in the land you are about to 
enter and occupy, and you and your children and grand-
children must fear the Lord your God as long as you live. 
If you obey all his decrees and commands, you will enjoy 
a long life. Listen closely, Israel, and be careful to obey. 
Then all will go well with you, and you will have many 
children in the land flowing with milk and honey, just as 
the Lord, the God of your ancestors, promised you.
         “Listen, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord 
alone. And you must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, all your soul, and all your strength. And you 
must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these com-
mands that I am giving you today. Repeat them again and 
again to your children. Talk about them when you are at 
home and when you are on the road, when you are going 
to bed and when you are getting up.”
         ... “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against a 
fellow Israelite, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am 
the Lord. You must obey all my decrees.”
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Oh, the joys of those who do not
follow the advice of the wicked,
or stand around with sinners,
or join in with mockers.
But they delight in the law of the Lord,
meditating on it day and night.
They are like trees planted along the riverbank,
bearing fruit each season.
Their leaves never wither,
and they prosper in all they do.
         But not the wicked!
They are like worthless chaff, scattered by the wind.
They will be condemned at the time of judgment.
Sinners will have no place among the godly.
For the Lord watches over the path of the godly,
but the path of the wicked leads to destruction.
 
... The heavens proclaim the glory of God.
The skies display his craftsmanship.
Day after day they continue to speak;
night after night they make him known.
They speak without a sound or word;
their voice is never heard.
Yet their message has gone throughout the earth,
and their words to all the world.
God has made a home in the heavens for the sun.
It bursts forth like a radiant bridegroom after his 
 wedding.
It rejoices like a great athlete eager to run the race.
The sun rises at one end of the heavens
and follows its course to the other end.
Nothing can hide from its heat.
         The instructions of the Lord are perfect,
reviving the soul.
The decrees of the Lord are trustworthy,
making wise the simple.
The commandments of the Lord are right,
bringing joy to the heart.
The commands of the Lord are clear,

giving insight for living.
Reverence for the Lord is pure,
lasting forever.
The laws of the Lord are true;
each one is fair.
They are more desirable than gold,
even the finest gold.
They are sweeter than honey,
even honey dripping from the comb.
They are a warning to your servant,
a great reward for those who obey them.
 How can I know all the sins lurking in my heart?
Cleanse me from these hidden faults.
Keep your servant from deliberate sins!
Don’t let them control me.
Then I will be free of guilt
and innocent of great sin.
         May the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be pleasing to you,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
 
... How can a young person stay pure?
By obeying your word.
I have tried hard to find you—
don’t let me wander from your commands.
I have hidden your word in my heart,
that I might not sin against you.
I praise you, O Lord;
teach me your decrees.
I have recited aloud
all the regulations you have given us.
I have rejoiced in your laws
as much as in riches.
I will study your commandments
and reflect on your ways.
I will delight in your decrees
and not forget your word.
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The Lord is my shepherd;
I have all that I need.
He lets me rest in green meadows;
he leads me beside peaceful streams.
He renews my strength.
He guides me along right paths,
bringing honor to his name.
Even when I walk
through the darkest valley,
I will not be afraid,
for you are close beside me.
Your rod and your staff
protect and comfort me.
You prepare a feast for me
in the presence of my enemies.
You honor me by anointing my head with oil.
My cup overflows with blessings.
Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me
 all the days of my life,
and I will live in the house of the Lord forever.
 
... Those who live in the shelter of the Most High
will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
This I declare about the Lord:
He alone is my refuge, my place of safety;
he is my God, and I trust him.
For he will rescue you from every trap
and protect you from deadly disease.
He will cover you with his feathers.
He will shelter you with his wings.
His faithful promises are your armor and protection.
Do not be afraid of the terrors of the night,
nor the arrow that flies in the day.
Do not dread the disease that stalks in darkness,
nor the disaster that strikes at midday.
Though a thousand fall at your side,
though ten thousand are dying around you,
these evils will not touch you.
Just open your eyes,

and see how the wicked are punished.
         If you make the Lord your refuge,
if you make the Most High your shelter,
no evil will conquer you;
no plague will come near your home.
For he will order his angels
to protect you wherever you go.
They will hold you up with their hands
so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.
You will trample upon lions and cobras;
you will crush fierce lions and serpents under your feet!

 The Lord says, “I will rescue those who love me.
I will protect those who trust in my name.
When they call on me, I will answer;
I will be with them in trouble.
I will rescue and honor them.
I will reward them with a long life
and give them my salvation.”
 
... I look up to the mountains—
does my help come from there?
My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth!
         He will not let you stumble;
the one who watches over you will not slumber.
Indeed, he who watches over Israel
never slumbers or sleeps.
         The Lord himself watches over you!
The Lord stands beside you as your protective shade.
The sun will not harm you by day,
nor the moon at night.
         The Lord keeps you from all harm
and watches over your life.
The Lord keeps watch over you as you come and go,
both now and forever.
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God is My Shepherd 
and Refuge
Psa  23 :1 -6 ;  91 :1 -16 ;  121 :1 -8



Let all that I am praise the Lord;
with my whole heart, I will praise his holy name.
Let all that I am praise the Lord;
may I never forget the good things he does for me.
He forgives all my sins
and heals all my diseases.
He redeems me from death
and crowns me with love and tender mercies.
He fills my life with good things.
My youth is renewed like the eagle’s!
         The Lord gives righteousness
and justice to all who are treated unfairly.
         He revealed his character to Moses
and his deeds to the people of Israel.
The Lord is compassionate and merciful,
slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love.
He will not constantly accuse us,
nor remain angry forever.
He does not punish us for all our sins;
he does not deal harshly with us, as we deserve.

For his unfailing love toward those who fear him
is as great as the height of the heavens above the earth.
He has removed our sins as far from us
as the east is from the west.
The Lord is like a father to his children,
tender and compassionate to those who fear him.
 
... I will exalt you, my God and King,
and praise your name forever and ever.
I will praise you every day;
yes, I will praise you forever.
Great is the Lord! He is most worthy of praise!
No one can measure his greatness.
 Let each generation tell its children of your   
  mighty acts;
let them proclaim your power.
I will meditate on your majestic, glorious splendor
and your wonderful miracles.
Your awe-inspiring deeds will be on every tongue;
I will proclaim your greatness.
Everyone will share the story of your wonderful 
 goodness;
they will sing with joy about your righteousness.
         The Lord is merciful and compassionate,
slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. 
The Lord is good to everyone.
He showers compassion on all his creation.
All of your works will thank you, Lord,
and your faithful followers will praise you.
They will speak of the glory of your kingdom;
they will give examples of your power.
They will tell about your mighty deeds
and about the majesty and glory of your reign.
For your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.
You rule throughout all generations.
The Lord always keeps his promises;
he is gracious in all he does.
The Lord helps the fallen
and lifts those bent beneath their loads.
The eyes of all look to you in hope;
you give them their food as they need it.
When you open your hand,
you satisfy the hunger and thirst of every living thing.
The Lord is righteous in everything he does;
he is filled with kindness.
The Lord is close to all who call on him,
yes, to all who call on him in truth.
He grants the desires of those who fear him;
he hears their cries for help and rescues them.
The Lord protects all those who love him,
but he destroys the wicked.
         I will praise the Lord,
and may everyone on earth bless his holy name
forever and ever.
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God is Good 
to Everyone
Psa  103 :1 -13 ;  145 :1 -21



“Look at my servant, whom I strengthen.
He is my chosen one, who pleases me.
I have put my Spirit upon him.
He will bring justice to the nations.
He will not shout
or raise his voice in public.
He will not crush the weakest reed
or put out a flickering candle.
He will bring justice to all who have been wronged.
He will not falter or lose heart
until justice prevails throughout the earth.
Even distant lands beyond the sea will wait for his 
 instruction.”
                  God, the Lord, created the heavens and 
stretched them out.
He created the earth and everything in it.
He gives breath to everyone,
life to everyone who walks the earth.
And it is he who says,
“I, the Lord, have called you to demonstrate my
 righteousness.
I will take you by the hand and guard you,
and I will give you to my people, Israel,
as a symbol of my covenant with them.
And you will be a light to guide the nations.
You will open the eyes of the blind.
You will free the captives from prison,
releasing those who sit in dark dungeons.
         “I am the Lord; that is my name!
I will not give my glory to anyone else,
nor share my praise with carved idols.
Everything I prophesied has come true,
and now I will prophesy again.
I will tell you the future before it happens.”
         Sing a new song to the Lord!
Sing his praises from the ends of the earth!
Sing, all you who sail the seas,
all you who live in distant coastlands.
Join in the chorus, you desert towns;
let the villages of Kedar rejoice!
Let the people of Sela sing for joy;
shout praises from the mountaintops!
Let the whole world glorify the Lord;
let it sing his praise.
The Lord will march forth like a mighty hero;
he will come out like a warrior, full of fury.

He will shout his battle cry
and crush all his enemies.
         He will say, “I have long been silent;
yes, I have restrained myself.
But now, like a woman in labor,
I will cry and groan and pant.
I will level the mountains and hills
and blight all their greenery.
I will turn the rivers into dry land
and will dry up all the pools.
I will lead blind Israel down a new path,
guiding them along an unfamiliar way.
I will brighten the darkness before them
and smooth out the road ahead of them.
Yes, I will indeed do these things;
I will not forsake them.
But those who trust in idols,
who say, ‘You are our gods,’
will be turned away in shame.”
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See, my servant will prosper;
he will be highly exalted.
But many were amazed when they saw him.
His face was so disfigured he seemed hardly human,
and from his appearance, one would scarcely know he   
 was a man.
And he will startle many nations.
Kings will stand speechless in his presence.
For they will see what they had not been told;
they will understand what they had not heard about.
         Who has believed our message?
To whom has the Lord revealed his powerful arm?
My servant grew up in the Lord’s presence like a tender   
 green shoot,
like a root in dry ground.
There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his 
 appearance,
nothing to attract us to him.
He was despised and rejected—
a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief.
We turned our backs on him and looked the other way.
He was despised, and we did not care.
         Yet it was our weaknesses he carried;
it was our sorrows that weighed him down.
And we thought his troubles were a punishment from   
 God,
a punishment for his own sins!
But he was pierced for our rebellion,
crushed for our sins.
He was beaten so we could be whole.
He was whipped so we could be healed.
All of us, like sheep, have strayed away.
We have left God’s paths to follow our own.

Yet the Lord laid on him
the sins of us all.
         He was oppressed and treated harshly,
yet he never said a word.
He was led like a lamb to the slaughter.
And as a sheep is silent before the shearers,
he did not open his mouth.
Unjustly condemned,
he was led away.
No one cared that he died without descendants,
that his life was cut short in midstream.
But he was struck down
for the rebellion of my people.
He had done no wrong
and had never deceived anyone.
But he was buried like a criminal;
he was put in a rich man’s grave.
 But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him
and cause him grief.
Yet when his life is made an offering for sin,
he will have many descendants.
He will enjoy a long life,
and the Lord’s good plan will prosper in his hands.
When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish,
he will be satisfied.
And because of his experience,
my righteous servant will make it possible
for many to be counted righteous,
for he will bear all their sins.
I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier,
because he exposed himself to death.
He was counted among the rebels.
He bore the sins of many and interceded for rebels.
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7 Jesus’ Incomparable Sacrifice
I sa  52 :13-53 :12



The Lord gave another message to Jeremiah. He said, “Go 
down to the potter’s shop, and I will speak to you there.” 
So I did as he told me and found the potter working at 
his wheel. But the jar he was making did not turn out as 
he had hoped, so he crushed it into a lump of clay again 
and started over.
         Then the Lord gave me this message: “O Israel, can 
I not do to you as this potter has done to his clay? As 
the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand. 
If I announce that a certain nation or kingdom is to be 
uprooted, torn down, and destroyed, but then that na-
tion renounces its evil ways, I will not destroy it as I had 
planned. And if I announce that I will plant and build up 
a certain nation or kingdom, but then that nation turns 
to evil and refuses to obey me, I will not bless it as I said 
I would.
         “Therefore, Jeremiah, go and warn all Judah and 
Jerusalem. Say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says: I am 
planning disaster for you instead of good. So turn from 
your evil ways, each of you, and do what is right.’
         ... “The people will no longer quote this proverb:

         ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes,
         but their children’s mouths pucker at the taste.’
All people will die for their own sins—those who eat the 
sour grapes will be the ones whose mouths will pucker.
         “The day is coming,” says the Lord, “when I will 
make a new covenant with the people of Israel and Judah. 
This covenant will not be like the one I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand and brought 
them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant, 
though I loved them as a husband loves his wife,” says the 
Lord.
         “But this is the new covenant I will make with the 
people of Israel after those days,” says the Lord. “I will put 
my instructions deep within them, and I will write them 
on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my 
people. And they will not need to teach their neighbors, 
nor will they need to teach their relatives, saying, ‘You 
should know the Lord.’ For everyone, from the least to 
the greatest, will know me already,” says the Lord. “And 
I will forgive their wickedness, and I will never again 
remember their sins.” 13

8 Je r  18 :1 -11 ;  31 :29-34
Jeremiah Calls People to Repentance



Once again a message came to me from the Lord: “Son 
of man, give your people this message: ‘When I bring an 
army against a country, the people of that land choose 
one of their own to be a watchman. When the watchman 
sees the enemy coming, he sounds the alarm to warn the 
people. Then if those who hear the alarm refuse to take 
action, it is their own fault if they die. They heard the 
alarm but ignored it, so the responsibility is theirs. If they 
had listened to the warning, they could have saved their 
lives. But if the watchman sees the enemy coming and 
doesn’t sound the alarm to warn the people, he is respon-
sible for their captivity. They will die in their sins, but I 
will hold the watchman responsible for their deaths.’
         “Now, son of man, I am making you a watchman 
for the people of Israel. Therefore, listen to what I say 
and warn them for me. If I announce that some wicked 
people are sure to die and you fail to tell them to change 
their ways, then they will die in their sins, and I will hold 
you responsible for their deaths. But if you warn them to 
repent and they don’t repent, they will die in their sins, 
but you will have saved yourself.
         “Son of man, give the people of Israel this mes-
sage: You are saying, ‘Our sins are heavy upon us; we are 
wasting away! How can we survive?’ As surely as I live, 
says the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death 
of wicked people. I only want them to turn from their 
wicked ways so they can live. Turn! Turn from your wick-
edness, O people of Israel! Why should you die?
         “Son of man, give your people this message: The 
righteous behavior of righteous people will not save them 
if they turn to sin, nor will the wicked behavior of wicked 
people destroy them if they repent and turn from their 
sins. When I tell righteous people that they will live, but 
then they sin, expecting their past righteousness to save 
them, then none of their righteous acts will be remem-
bered. I will destroy them for their sins. And suppose I 
tell some wicked people that they will surely die, but then 
they turn from their sins and do what is just and right. 
For instance, they might give back a debtor’s security, 
return what they have stolen, and obey my life-giving 
laws, no longer doing what is evil. If they do this, then 
they will surely live and not die. None of their past sins 
will be brought up again, for they have done what is just 
and right, and they will surely live.”
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9
Ezekiel Calls 
People to 
Repentance
Eze  33 :1 -16



Then the Lord spoke to Jonah a second time: “Get up and 
go to the great city of Nineveh, and deliver the message I 
have given you.”
         This time Jonah obeyed the Lord’s command and 
went to Nineveh, a city so large that it took three days to 
see it all. On the day Jonah entered the city, he shouted 
to the crowds: “Forty days from now Nineveh will be de-
stroyed!” The people of Nineveh believed God’s message, 
and from the greatest to the least, they declared a fast and 
put on burlap to show their sorrow.
         When the king of Nineveh heard what Jonah was 
saying, he stepped down from his throne and took off 
his royal robes. He dressed himself in burlap and sat on 
a heap of ashes. Then the king and his nobles sent this 
decree throughout the city:
         “No one, not even the animals from your herds 
and flocks, may eat or drink anything at all. People and 
animals alike must wear garments of mourning, and 
everyone must pray earnestly to God. They must turn 
from their evil ways and stop all their violence. Who can 
tell? Perhaps even yet God will change his mind and hold 
back his fierce anger from destroying us.”
         When God saw what they had done and how they 
had put a stop to their evil ways, he changed his mind 
and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened.
         This change of plans greatly upset Jonah, and he 
became very angry. So he complained to the Lord about 
it: “Didn’t I say before I left home that you would do this, 
Lord? That is why I ran away to Tarshish! I knew that you 
are a merciful and compassionate God, slow to get angry 
and filled with unfailing love. You are eager to turn back 
from destroying people.”
 
... That is why the Lord says,
“Turn to me now, while there is time.
Give me your hearts.
Come with fasting, weeping, and mourning.
Don’t tear your clothing in your grief,
but tear your hearts instead.”
Return to the Lord your God,
for he is merciful and compassionate,
slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love.
He is eager to relent and not punish.”
 

... Where is another God like you,
who pardons the guilt of the remnant,
overlooking the sins of his special people?
You will not stay angry with your people forever,
because you delight in showing unfailing love.
Once again you will have compassion on us.
You will trample our sins under your feet
and throw them into the depths of the ocean!
You will show us your faithfulness and unfailing love
as you promised to our ancestors Abraham and Jacob 
long ago.

15

10 Jon  3 :1 -4 :2 ;  Joe  2 :12-13 ;  Mic  7 :18-20
God’s Unparalleled Mercy



This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, 
Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before 
the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she 
became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man 
and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided 
to break the engagement quietly.
         As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, 
“do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child 
within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will 
have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.”
         All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message 
through his prophet:
         “Look! The virgin will conceive a child!
        She will give birth to a son,
        and they will call him Immanuel,
        which means ‘God is with us.’ ”
 
         ... At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, 
decreed that a census should be taken throughout the 
Roman Empire. (This was the first census taken when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) All returned to their 
own ancestral towns to register for this census. And 
because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had 
to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He 
traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He 
took with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was 
now expecting a child.
         And while they were there, the time came for her 

baby to be born. She gave birth to her firstborn son. She 
wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no lodging available for them.
         That night there were shepherds staying in the fields 
nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel 
of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of 
the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, 
but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. 
“I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all 
people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been 
born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will 
recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped 
snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.”
         Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of oth-
ers—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying,
         “Glory to God in highest heaven,
         and peace on earth to those with whom God is 
pleased.”
         When the angels had returned to heaven, the shep-
herds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 
about.”
         They hurried to the village and found Mary and 
Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. 
After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had 
happened and what the angel had said to them about this 
child. All who heard the shepherds’ story were aston-
ished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart and 
thought about them often. The shepherds went back to 
their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.
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11 Jesus Is Born
Mat  1 :18-23 ;  Luk  2 :1 -20



In the beginning the Word already existed.
The Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
He existed in the beginning with God.
God created everything through him,
and nothing was created except through him.
The Word gave life to everything that was created,
and his life brought light to everyone.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness can never extinguish it.
         God sent a man, John the Baptist, 7 to tell about 
the light so that everyone might believe because of his 
testimony. John himself was not the light; he was simply 
a witness to tell about the light. The one who is the true 
light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world.
         He came into the very world he created, but the 
world didn’t recognize him. He came to his own people, 
and even they rejected him. But to all who believed him 
and accepted him, he gave the right to become children 
of God. They are reborn—not with a physical birth 
resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that 
comes from God.
         So the Word became human and made his home 
among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. 
And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one 
and only Son.
         John testified about him when he shouted to the 
crowds, “This is the one I was talking about when I said, 
‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater than I am, 
for he existed long before me.’ ”

         From his abundance we have all received one 
gracious blessing after another. For the law was given 
through Moses, but God’s unfailing love and faithfulness 
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. 
But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the 
Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.
         ... The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him 
and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world! He is the one I was talking about when 
I said, ‘A man is coming after me who is far greater than 
I am, for he existed long before me.’ I did not recognize 
him as the Messiah, but I have been baptizing with water 
so that he might be revealed to Israel.”
         Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit descend-
ing like a dove from heaven and resting upon him. I 
didn’t know he was the one, but when God sent me to 
baptize with water, he told me, ‘The one on whom you 
see the Spirit descend and rest is the one who will baptize 
with the Holy Spirit.’ I saw this happen to Jesus, so I tes-
tify that he is the Chosen One of God.”
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12 Joh  1 :1 -18 ,29-34
Jesus & John the Baptist



One day as he saw the crowds gathering, Jesus went up 
on the mountainside and sat down. His disciples gathered 
around him, and he began to teach them.
“God blesses those who are poor and realize their need   
 for him,
for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
God blesses those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
God blesses those who are humble,
for they will inherit the whole earth.
God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice,
for they will be satisfied.
God blesses those who are merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
God blesses those whose hearts are pure,
for they will see God.
God blesses those who work for peace,
for they will be called the children of God.
God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right,
for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
         ... “When you pray, don’t babble on and on as the 
Gentiles do. They think their prayers are answered merely 
by repeating their words again and again. Don’t be like 
them, for your Father knows exactly what you need even 
before you ask him! Pray like this:
Our Father in heaven,
may your name be kept holy.
May your Kingdom come soon.
May your will be done on earth,
as it is in heaven.

Give us today the food we need,
and forgive us our sins,
as we have forgiven those who sin against us.
And don’t let us yield to temptation,
but rescue us from the evil one.
         ... “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate 
one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved 
to money.
         “That is why I tell you not to worry about every-
day life—whether you have enough food and drink, or 
enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and 
your body more than clothing? Look at the birds. They 
don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for your 
heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t you far more 
valuable to him than they are? Can all your worries add a 
single moment to your life?
         “And why worry about your clothing? Look at the 
lilies of the field and how they grow. They don’t work 
or make their clothing, yet Solomon in all his glory was 
not dressed as beautifully as they are. And if God cares 
so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and 
thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for 
you. Why do you have so little faith?
         “So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What 
will we eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?’ 
These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but 
your heavenly Father already knows all your needs. Seek 
the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, 
and he will give you everything you need.”
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13 The Sermon on the Mount
Mat  5 :1 -10 ;  6 :7 -13 ,24-33



When they came down from the mountain, the disciples 
stood with Jesus on a large, level area, surrounded by 
many of his followers and by the crowds. There were 
people from all over Judea and from Jerusalem and from 
as far north as the seacoasts of Tyre and Sidon. They had 
come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and 
those troubled by evil spirits were healed. Everyone tried 
to touch him, because healing power went out from him, 
and he healed everyone.
         ... On the other side of the lake the crowds wel-
comed Jesus, because they had been waiting for him. 
Then a man named Jairus, a leader of the local syna-
gogue, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to 
come home with him. His only daughter, who was about 
twelve years old, was dying.
         As Jesus went with him, he was surrounded by the 
crowds. A woman in the crowd had suffered for twelve 
years with constant bleeding, and she could find no cure. 
Coming up behind Jesus, she touched the fringe of his 
robe. Immediately, the bleeding stopped.
         “Who touched me?” Jesus asked.
         Everyone denied it, and Peter said, “Master, this 
whole crowd is pressing up against you.”
         But Jesus said, “Someone deliberately touched 
me, for I felt healing power go out from me.” When the 
woman realized that she could not stay hidden, she began 
to tremble and fell to her knees in front of him. The 
whole crowd heard her explain why she had touched him 
and that she had been immediately healed. “Daughter,” he 
said to her, “your faith has made you well. Go in peace.”

         While he was still speaking to her, a messenger 
arrived from the home of Jairus, the leader of the syna-
gogue. He told him, “Your daughter is dead. There’s no 
use troubling the Teacher now.”
         But when Jesus heard what had happened, he said 
to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid. Just have faith, and she will be 
healed.”
         When they arrived at the house, Jesus wouldn’t let 
anyone go in with him except Peter, John, James, and the 
little girl’s father and mother. The house was filled with 
people weeping and wailing, but he said, “Stop the weep-
ing! She isn’t dead; she’s only asleep.”
         But the crowd laughed at him because they all knew 
she had died. Then Jesus took her by the hand and said in 
a loud voice, “My child, get up!” And at that moment her 
life returned, and she immediately stood up! Then Jesus 
told them to give her something to eat. Her parents were 
overwhelmed, but Jesus insisted that they not tell anyone 
what had happened.
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14 Luk  6 :17-19 ;  8 :40-56
Jesus Heals Those in Great Need



Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. The 
younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your 
estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide 
his wealth between his sons.
         “A few days later this younger son packed all his 
belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he 
wasted all his money in wild living. About the time his 
money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and 
he began to starve. He persuaded a local farmer to hire 
him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. 
The young man became so hungry that even the pods he 
was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave 
him anything.
         “When he finally came to his senses, he said to him-
self, ‘At home even the hired servants have food enough 
to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! I will go home 
to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both 
heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being 
called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.” ’
         “So he returned home to his father. And while he 
was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled 
with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced 
him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I 
have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no 
longer worthy of being called your son.’
         “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring 
the finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring 
for his finger and sandals for his feet. And kill the calf we 
have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, for 
this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. 
He was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began.
         “Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. 
When he returned home, he heard music and dancing 
in the house, and he asked one of the servants what was 
going on. ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and your 
father has killed the fattened calf. We are celebrating 
because of his safe return.’
         “The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. 
His father came out and begged him, but he replied, ‘All 
these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused 
to do a single thing you told me to. And in all that time 
you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with 
my friends. Yet when this son of yours comes back after 
squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by 
killing the fattened calf!’
         “His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have 
always stayed by me, and everything I have is yours. We 
had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was 
dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he 
is found!’ ”
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15
The Story of 
the Prodigal 
Son 
Luk  15 :11b-32



Taking the twelve disciples aside, Jesus once more began 
to describe everything that was about to happen to him. 
“Listen,” he said, “we’re going up to Jerusalem, where the 
Son of Man will be betrayed to the leading priests and the 
teachers of religious law. They will sentence him to die 
and hand him over to the Romans. They will mock him, 
spit on him, flog him with a whip, and kill him, but after 
three days he will rise again.”
         Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came 
over and spoke to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you 
to do us a favor.”
         “What is your request?” he asked.
         They replied, “When you sit on your glorious 
throne, we want to sit in places of honor next to you, one 
on your right and the other on your left.”
         But Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you 
are asking! Are you able to drink from the bitter cup of 
suffering I am about to drink? Are you able to be bap-
tized with the baptism of suffering I must be baptized 
with?”
         “Oh yes,” they replied, “we are able!”
         Then Jesus told them, “You will indeed drink from 
my bitter cup and be baptized with my baptism of suf-
fering. But I have no right to say who will sit on my right 
or my left. God has prepared those places for the ones he 
has chosen.”
         When the ten other disciples heard what James 
and John had asked, they were indignant. So Jesus called 
them together and said, “You know that the rulers in 
this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt 
their authority over those under them. But among you 
it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among 
you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first 
among you must be the slave of everyone else. For even 
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
         Then they reached Jericho, and as Jesus and his 
disciples left town, a large crowd followed him. A blind 
beggar named Bartimaeus (son of Timaeus) was sitting 
beside the road. When Bartimaeus heard that Jesus of 
Nazareth was nearby, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of 

David, have mercy on me!”
         “Be quiet!” many of the people yelled at him.
         But he only shouted louder, “Son of David, have 
mercy on me!”
         When Jesus heard him, he stopped and said, “Tell 
him to come here.”
So they called the blind man. “Cheer up,” they said. 
“Come on, he’s calling you!” Bartimaeus threw aside his 
coat, jumped up, and came to Jesus.
         “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked.
         “My Rabbi,” the blind man said, “I want to see!”
         And Jesus said to him, “Go, for your faith has healed 
you.” Instantly the man could see, and he followed Jesus 
down the road.
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16
Jesus Came 
to Give His Life 
Mar 10 :32b-52



There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious 
leader who was a Pharisee. After dark one evening, he 
came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know 
that God has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs 
are evidence that God is with you.”
         Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are 
born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.”
         “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How 
can an old man go back into his mother’s womb and be 
born again?”
         Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the 
Kingdom of God without being born of water and the 
Spirit. Humans can reproduce only human life, but the 
Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. So don’t be sur-
prised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind 
blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind 
but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so 
you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.”
         “How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked.
         Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, 
and yet you don’t understand these things? I assure you, 
we tell you what we know and have seen, and yet you 
won’t believe our testimony. But if you don’t believe me 
when I tell you about earthly things, how can you possi-

bly believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has 
ever gone to heaven and returned. But the Son of Man 
has come down from heaven. And as Moses lifted up the 
bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of 
Man must be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in 
him will have eternal life.
         “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his 
one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
will not perish but have eternal life. God sent his Son into 
the world not to judge the world, but to save the world 
through him.
         “There is no judgment against anyone who believes 
in him. But anyone who does not believe in him has 
already been judged for not believing in God’s one and 
only Son. And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s 
light came into the world, but people loved the darkness 
more than the light, for their actions were evil. All who 
do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their 
sins will be exposed. But those who do what is right come 
to the light so others can see that they are doing what 
God wants.”
         Then Jesus and his disciples left Jerusalem and went 
into the Judean countryside.
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17 Jesus & Nicodemus
Joh  3 :1 -22a



[Jesus] came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the 
field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was 
there; and Jesus, tired from the long walk, sat wearily be-
side the well about noontime. Soon a Samaritan woman 
came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give me 
a drink.” He was alone at the time because his disciples 
had gone into the village to buy some food.
         The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have 
anything to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus, “You 
are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. Why are you 
asking me for a drink?”
         Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for 
you and who you are speaking to, you would ask me, and 
I would give you living water.”
         “But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she said, 
“and this well is very deep. Where would you get this liv-
ing water? And besides, do you think you’re greater than 
our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well? How can you 
offer better water than he and his sons and his animals 
enjoyed?”
         Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will 
soon become thirsty again. 14 But those who drink the 
water I give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a 
fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them eternal 
life.”
         “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water! 
Then I’ll never be thirsty again, and I won’t have to come 
here to get water.”
         “Go and get your husband,” Jesus told her.
         “I don’t have a husband,” the woman replied.
         Jesus said, “You’re right! You don’t have a husband—
for you have had five husbands, and you aren’t even 
married to the man you’re living with now. You certainly 

spoke the truth!”
         “Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a prophet. So 
tell me, why is it that you Jews insist that Jerusalem is the 
only place of worship, while we Samaritans claim it is 
here at Mount Gerizim, where our ancestors worshiped?”
         Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is 
coming when it will no longer matter whether you wor-
ship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. You 
Samaritans know very little about the one you worship, 
while we Jews know all about him, for salvation comes 
through the Jews. But the time is coming—indeed it’s 
here now—when true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who 
will worship him that way. For God is Spirit, so those 
who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.”
         The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming—
the one who is called Christ. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us.”
         Then Jesus told her, “I am the Messiah!”
         ... The woman left her water jar beside the well and 
ran back to the village, telling everyone, “Come and see 
a man who told me everything I ever did! Could he pos-
sibly be the Messiah?”
         ... Many Samaritans from the village believed in Je-
sus because the woman had said, “He told me everything 
I ever did!” When they came out to see him, they begged 
him to stay in their village. So he stayed for two days, 
long enough for many more to hear his message and 
believe. Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, 
not just because of what you told us, but because we have 
heard him ourselves. Now we know that he is indeed the 
Savior of the world.”
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A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with 
his sisters, Mary and Martha.
         ... So the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling 
him, “Lord, your dear friend is very sick.”
         But when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s 
sickness will not end in death. No, it happened for the 
glory of God so that the Son of God will receive glory 
from this.” So although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and 
Lazarus, he stayed where he was for the next two days.
         ... When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that 
Lazarus had already been in his grave for four days. Beth-
any was only a few miles down the road from Jerusalem, 
and many of the people had come to console Martha and 
Mary in their loss. When Martha got word that Jesus was 
coming, she went to meet him. But Mary stayed in the 
house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. But even now I 
know that God will give you whatever you ask.”
         Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.”
         “Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when everyone else 
rises, at the last day.”
         Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying. 
Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never 
ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?”
         “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has 
come into the world from God.” Then she returned to 
Mary. She called Mary aside from the mourners and told 
her, “The Teacher is here and wants to see you.” So Mary 
immediately went to him.

         Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place 
where Martha met him. When the people who were at 
the house consoling Mary saw her leave so hastily, they 
assumed she was going to Lazarus’s grave to weep. So 
they followed her there. When Mary arrived and saw 
Jesus, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if only you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.”
         When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other 
people wailing with her, a deep anger welled up within 
him, and he was deeply troubled. “Where have you put 
him?” he asked them.
         They told him, “Lord, come and see.” Then Jesus 
wept. The people who were standing nearby said, “See 
how much he loved him!” But some said, “This man 
healed a blind man. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from 
dying?”
         Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave 
with a stone rolled across its entrance. “Roll the stone 
aside,” Jesus told them.
         But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, “Lord, 
he has been dead for four days. The smell will be terrible.”
         Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would 
see God’s glory if you believe?” So they rolled the stone 
aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, 
thank you for hearing me. You always hear me, but I said 
it out loud for the sake of all these people standing here, 
so that they will believe you sent me.” Then Jesus shouted, 
“Lazarus, come out!” And the dead man came out, his 
hands and feet bound in graveclothes, his face wrapped 
in a headcloth. Jesus told them, “Unwrap him and let him 
go!”
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That same day two of Jesus’ followers were walking to the 
village of Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem. As they 
walked along they were talking about everything that had 
happened. As they talked and discussed these things, Je-
sus himself suddenly came and began walking with them. 
But God kept them from recognizing him.
         He asked them, “What are you discussing so intently 
as you walk along?”
         They stopped short, sadness written across their 
faces.
         ... “The things that happened to Jesus, the man from 
Nazareth,” they said. “He was a prophet who did power-
ful miracles, and he was a mighty teacher in the eyes of 
God and all the people. But our leading priests and other 
religious leaders handed him over to be condemned to 
death, and they crucified him. We had hoped he was the 
Messiah who had come to rescue Israel. This all hap-
pened three days ago.
         “Then some women from our group of his followers 
were at his tomb early this morning, and they came back 
with an amazing report. They said his body was missing, 
and they had seen angels who told them Jesus is alive! 
Some of our men ran out to see, and sure enough, his 
body was gone, just as the women had said.”
         Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! You 
find it so hard to believe all that the prophets wrote in 
the Scriptures. Wasn’t it clearly predicted that the Mes-
siah would have to suffer all these things before entering 
his glory?” Then Jesus took them through the writings 
of Moses and all the prophets, explaining from all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself.

         By this time they were nearing Emmaus and the end 
of their journey. Jesus acted as if he were going on, but 
they begged him, “Stay the night with us, since it is get-
ting late.” So he went home with them. As they sat down 
to eat, he took the bread and blessed it. Then he broke it 
and gave it to them. Suddenly, their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him. And at that moment he disap-
peared!
They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us 
as he talked with us on the road and explained the Scrip-
tures to us?” And within the hour they were on their way 
back to Jerusalem. There they found the eleven disciples 
and the others who had gathered with them, who said, 
“The Lord has really risen! He appeared to Peter.”
         Then the two from Emmaus told their story of how 
Jesus had appeared to them as they were walking along 
the road, and how they had recognized him as he was 
breaking the bread. And just as they were telling about 
it, Jesus himself was suddenly standing there among 
them. “Peace be with you,” he said. But the whole group 
was startled and frightened, thinking they were seeing a 
ghost!
         “Why are you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your 
hearts filled with doubt? Look at my hands. Look at my 
feet. You can see that it’s really me. Touch me and make 
sure that I am not a ghost, because ghosts don’t have bod-
ies, as you see that I do.”
         ... Then he said, “When I was with you before, I told 
you that everything written about me in the law of Moses 
and the prophets and in the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
Then he opened their minds to understand the Scrip-
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This letter is from Paul, a slave of God and an apostle of 
Jesus Christ. I have been sent to proclaim faith to those 
God has chosen and to teach them to know the truth that 
shows them how to live godly lives. This truth gives them 
confidence that they have eternal life, which God—who 
does not lie—promised them before the world began. 
And now at just the right time he has revealed this mes-
sage, which we announce to everyone. It is by the com-
mand of God our Savior that I have been entrusted with 
this work for him.
         ... For the grace of God has been revealed, bring-
ing salvation to all people. And we are instructed to 
turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should 
live in this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and 
devotion to God, while we look forward with hope to 
that wonderful day when the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed. He gave his life to 
free us from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and to make 
us his very own people, totally committed to doing good 
deeds.
         You must teach these things and encourage the 
believers to do them. You have the authority to correct 
them when necessary, so don’t let anyone disregard what 
you say. Remind the believers to submit to the govern-
ment and its officers. They should be obedient, always 
ready to do what is good. They must not slander anyone 
and must avoid quarreling. Instead, they should be gentle 
and show true humility to everyone.
         Once we, too, were foolish and disobedient. We 
were misled and became slaves to many lusts and plea-
sures. Our lives were full of evil and envy, and we hated 
each other. But—when God our Savior revealed his kind-
ness and love, he saved us, not because of the righteous 
things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed 

away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through 
the Holy Spirit. He generously poured out the Spirit upon 
us through Jesus Christ our Savior. Because of his grace 
he made us right in his sight and gave us confidence that 
we will inherit eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying, 
and I want you to insist on these teachings so that all who 
trust in God will devote themselves to doing good. These 
teachings are good and beneficial for everyone.
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And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give 
your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. 
Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will 
find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. 
Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but 
let God transform you into a new person by changing the 
way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for 
you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.
         Because of the privilege and authority God has giv-
en me, I give each of you this warning: Don’t think you 
are better than you really are. Be honest in your evalua-
tion of yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith God 
has given us. Just as our bodies have many parts and each 
part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We 
are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each 
other.
         In his grace, God has given us different gifts for do-
ing certain things well. So if God has given you the ability 
to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has 
given you. If your gift is serving others, serve them well. 
If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage 
others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If 
God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibil-
ity seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness 
to others, do it gladly.
         Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. 
Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. Love 
each other with genuine affection, and take delight in 
honoring each other. Never be lazy, but work hard and 
serve the Lord enthusiastically. Rejoice in our confident 
hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. When 
God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always 
be eager to practice hospitality.
         Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; 

pray that God will bless them. Be happy with those who 
are happy, and weep with those who weep. Live in har-
mony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the 
company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know 
it all!
         Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in 
such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. Do 
all that you can to live in peace with everyone.
         Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the 
righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say,
         “I will take revenge;
         I will pay them back,”
         says the Lord.
Instead,
        “If your enemies are hungry, feed them.
        If they are thirsty, give them something to drink.
        In doing this, you will heap
        burning coals of shame on their heads.”
Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing 
good.
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So we are always confident, even though we know that as 
long as we live in these bodies we are not at home with 
the Lord. For we live by believing and not by seeing. Yes, 
we are fully confident, and we would rather be away from 
these earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the 
Lord. So whether we are here in this body or away from 
this body, our goal is to please him. For we must all stand 
before Christ to be judged. We will each receive what-
ever we deserve for the good or evil we have done in this 
earthly body.
         Because we understand our fearful responsibility to 
the Lord, we work hard to persuade others. God knows 
we are sincere, and I hope you know this, too. Are we 
commending ourselves to you again? No, we are giving 
you a reason to be proud of us, so you can answer those 
who brag about having a spectacular ministry rather 
than having a sincere heart. If it seems we are crazy, it is 
to bring glory to God. And if we are in our right minds, 
it is for your benefit. Either way, Christ’s love controls us. 
Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe 
that we have all died to our old life. He died for everyone 
so that those who receive his new life will no longer live 
for themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died 
and was raised for them.
         So we have stopped evaluating others from a human 
point of view. At one time we thought of Christ merely 
from a human point of view. How differently we know 
him now! This means that anyone who belongs to Christ 
has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life 
has begun!
         And all of this is a gift from God, who brought 
us back to himself through Christ. And God has given 
us this task of reconciling people to him. For God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer 
counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this 
wonderful message of reconciliation. So we are Christ’s 
ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We 
speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 
For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offer-
ing for our sin, so that we could be made right with God 
through Christ.
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Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. 
Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with 
joy, for you have been my partners in spreading the Good 
News about Christ from the time you first heard it until 
now. And I am certain that God, who began the good 
work within you, will continue his work until it is finally 
finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.
         ... I pray that your love will overflow more and 
more, and that you will keep on growing in knowledge 
and understanding. For I want you to understand what 
really matters, so that you may live pure and blameless 
lives until the day of Christ’s return. May you always be 
filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous char-
acter produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will 
bring much glory and praise to God.
         ... Is there any encouragement from belonging 
to Christ? Any comfort from his love? Any fellow-
ship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and 
compassionate? Then make me truly happy by agreeing 
wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and 
working together with one mind and purpose.
         Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be 
humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves. 
Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an 
interest in others, too.
You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.
         Though he was God,
         he did not think of equality with God
         as something to cling to.
         Instead, he gave up his divine privileges;
         he took the humble position of a slave
         and was born as a human being.
         When he appeared in human form,
         he humbled himself in obedience to God
         and died a criminal’s death on a cross.
                  Therefore, God elevated him to the place of 
highest honor
         and gave him the name above all other names,
         that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
         in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
         and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord,

         to the glory of God the Father.
         Dear friends, you always followed my instructions 
when I was with you. And now that I am away, it is even 
more important. Work hard to show the results of your 
salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. 
For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the 
power to do what pleases him.
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We rely on what Christ Jesus has done for us. We put no 
confidence in human effort, though I could have confi-
dence in my own effort if anyone could. Indeed, if others 
have reason for confidence in their own efforts, I have 
even more!
         ... I was so zealous that I harshly persecuted the 
church. And as for righteousness, I obeyed the law with-
out fault.
         I once thought these things were valuable, but now 
I consider them worthless because of what Christ has 
done. Yes, everything else is worthless when compared 
with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting 
it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ and become 
one with him. I no longer count on my own righteous-
ness through obeying the law; rather, I become righteous 
through faith in Christ. For God’s way of making us right 
with himself depends on faith. I want to know Christ and 
experience the mighty power that raised him from the 
dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death, so 
that one way or another I will experience the resurrection 
from the dead!
         I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved 
these things or that I have already reached perfection. 
But I press on to possess that perfection for which Christ 
Jesus first possessed me. No, dear brothers and sisters, I 
have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: For-
getting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 
I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the 
heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is 
calling us.
         ... Dear brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after 
mine, and learn from those who follow our example.
         ... Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 
everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for 
all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, 
which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace 
will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ 
Jesus.
         And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. 
Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and 
right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about 
things that are excellent and worthy of praise. Keep put-
ting into practice all you learned and received from me—
everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then 
the God of peace will be with you.
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So we have not stopped praying for you since we first 
heard about you. We ask God to give you complete 
knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual wisdom 
and understanding. Then the way you live will always 
honor and please the Lord, and your lives will produce 
every kind of good fruit. All the while, you will grow as 
you learn to know God better and better.
         We also pray that you will be strengthened with all 
his glorious power so you will have all the endurance 
and patience you need. May you be filled with joy, always 
thanking the Father. He has enabled you to share in the 
inheritance that belongs to his people, who live in the 
light. For he has rescued us from the kingdom of dark-
ness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, 
who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.
         Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.
         He existed before anything was created and is 
         supreme over all creation,
         for through him God created everything
         in the heavenly realms and on earth.
         He made the things we can see
         and the things we can’t see—
         such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in  
         the unseen world.
         Everything was created through him and for him.
         He existed before anything else,
         and he holds all creation together.
         Christ is also the head of the church,
         which is his body.
         He is the beginning,
         supreme over all who rise from the dead.
         So he is first in everything.
         For God in all his fullness
         was pleased to live in Christ,
         and through him God reconciled
         everything to himself.
         He made peace with everything in heaven and on   
         earth
         by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.
         This includes you who were once far away from 
God. You were his enemies, separated from him by your 
evil thoughts and actions. Yet now he has reconciled you 
to himself through the death of Christ in his physical 
body. As a result, he has brought you into his own pres-
ence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before 
him without a single fault.

         ... And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as 
your Lord, you must continue to follow him. Let your 
roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on 
him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you 
were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness.
         ... For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a hu-
man body. So you also are complete through your union 
with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and author-
ity.
         ... For you were buried with Christ when you were 
baptized. And with him you were raised to new life be-
cause you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised 
Christ from the dead.
         You were dead because of your sins and because 
your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made 
you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He 
canceled the record of the charges against us and took it 
away by nailing it to the cross.
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And so, dear brothers and sisters who belong to God and 
are partners with those called to heaven, think carefully 
about this Jesus whom we declare to be God’s messenger 
and High Priest. For he was faithful to God, who ap-
pointed him.
         ... So then, since we have a great High Priest who 
has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
firmly to what we believe. This High Priest of ours un-
derstands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same 
testings we do, yet he did not sin. So let us come boldly to 
the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his 
mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it 
most.
         ... There were many priests under the old system, 
for death prevented them from remaining in office. But 
because Jesus lives forever, his priesthood lasts forever. 
Therefore he is able, once and forever, to save those who 
come to God through him. He lives forever to intercede 
with God on their behalf.
         He is the kind of high priest we need because he 
is holy and blameless, unstained by sin. He has been set 
apart from sinners and has been given the highest place 
of honor in heaven. Unlike those other high priests, he 
does not need to offer sacrifices every day. They did this 
for their own sins first and then for the sins of the people. 
But Jesus did this once for all when he offered himself 
as the sacrifice for the people’s sins. The law appointed 
high priests who were limited by human weakness. But 
after the law was given, God appointed his Son with an 
oath, and his Son has been made the perfect High Priest 

forever.
         ... And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly 
enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of 
Jesus. By his death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving 
way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place. And 
since we have a great High Priest who rules over God’s 
house, let us go right into the presence of God with sin-
cere hearts fully trusting him. For our guilty consciences 
have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean, 
and our bodies have been washed with pure water.
         Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we 
affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise.
         ... Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 
huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off 
every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so 
easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race 
God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on 
Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. 
Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place 
of honor beside God’s throne. Think of all the hostility 
he endured from sinful people; then you won’t become 
weary and give up.
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Through Christ you have come to trust in God. And you 
have placed your faith and hope in God because he raised 
Christ from the dead and gave him great glory.
         You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed 
the truth, so now you must show sincere love to each 
other as brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with 
all your heart.
         For you have been born again, but not to a life that 
will quickly end. Your new life will last forever because 
it comes from the eternal, living word of God. As the 
Scriptures say,
“People are like grass;
their beauty is like a flower in the field.
The grass withers and the flower fades.
But the word of the Lord remains forever.”
And that word is the Good News that was preached to 
you.
         ... Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiri-
tual milk so that you will grow into a full experience of 
salvation. Cry out for this nourishment, now that you 
have had a taste of the Lord’s kindness.
         You are coming to Christ, who is the living corner-
stone of God’s temple. He was rejected by people, but he 
was chosen by God for great honor. And you are living 
stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. 
What’s more, you are his holy priests. Through the me-
diation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that 
please God. As the Scriptures say,
“I am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem,
chosen for great honor,

and anyone who trusts in him
will never be disgraced.”
         ... You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very 
own possession. As a result, you can show others the 
goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness 
into his wonderful light.
“Once you had no identity as a people;
now you are God’s people.
Once you received no mercy;
now you have received God’s mercy.”
         ... For God called you to do good, even if it means 
suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your ex-
ample, and you must follow in his steps.
         He never sinned,
         nor ever deceived anyone.
         He did not retaliate when he was insulted,
         nor threaten revenge when he suffered.
         He left his case in the hands of God,
         who always judges fairly.
         He personally carried our sins
         in his body on the cross
         so that we can be dead to sin
         and live for what is right.
         By his wounds
         you are healed.
         Once you were like sheep
         who wandered away.
         But now you have turned to your Shepherd,
         the Guardian of your souls.
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But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it 
says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. For if 
you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing 
at your face in a mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and 
forget what you look like. But if you look carefully into 
the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it 
says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless 
you for doing it.
         If you claim to be religious but don’t control your 
tongue, you are fooling yourself, and your religion is 
worthless. Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God 
the Father means caring for orphans and widows in their 
distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you.
         ... Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal 
law as found in the Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”
         ... So whatever you say or whatever you do, remem-
ber that you will be judged by the law that sets you free. 
There will be no mercy for those who have not shown 
mercy to others. But if you have been merciful, God will 
be merciful when he judges you...
         ... Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we 
could control our tongues, we would be perfect and could 
also control ourselves in every other way.
         We can make a large horse go wherever we want by 

means of a small bit in its mouth. And a small rudder 
makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot chooses to go, 
even though the winds are strong. In the same way, the 
tongue is a small thing that makes grand speeches.
         But a tiny spark can set a great forest on fire. And 
among all the parts of the body, the tongue is a flame of 
fire. It is a whole world of wickedness, corrupting your 
entire body. It can set your whole life on fire, for it is set 
on fire by hell itself.
         ... If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove 
it by living an honorable life, doing good works with the 
humility that comes from wisdom. But if you are bitterly 
jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don’t 
cover up the truth with boasting and lying. For jealousy 
and selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such things 
are earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. For wherever there 
is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disor-
der and evil of every kind.
         But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is 
also peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield 
to others. It is full of mercy and the fruit of good deeds. 
It shows no favoritism and is always sincere. And those 
who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a 
harvest of righteousness.
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old 
heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the sea 
was also gone. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusa-
lem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband.
         I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, 
God’s home is now among his people! He will live with 
them, and they will be his people. God himself will be 
with them. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and 
there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. 
All these things are gone forever.”
         And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I 
am making everything new!” And then he said to me, 
“Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and 
true.” And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and 
the Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all who are 
thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of 
life. All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, 
and I will be their God, and they will be my children.
         “But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, 
the immoral, those who practice witchcraft, idol worship-
ers, and all liars—their fate is in the fiery lake of burning 
sulfur. This is the second death.”
         ... Then the angel showed me a river with the water 
of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God 

and of the Lamb. It flowed down the center of the main 
street. On each side of the river grew a tree of life, bearing 
twelve crops of fruit, with a fresh crop each month. The 
leaves were used for medicine to heal the nations.
         No longer will there be a curse upon anything. For 
the throne of God and of the Lamb will be there, and his 
servants will worship him. And they will see his face, and 
his name will be written on their foreheads. And there 
will be no night there—no need for lamps or sun—for 
the Lord God will shine on them. And they will reign 
forever and ever.
         ... Blessed are those who wash their robes. They will 
be permitted to enter through the gates of the city and 
eat the fruit from the tree of life. Outside the city are the 
dogs—the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the murder-
ers, the idol worshipers, and all who love to live a lie.
         “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this mes-
sage for the churches. I am both the source of David and 
the heir to his throne. I am the bright morning star.”
         The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” Let anyone 
who hears this say, “Come.” Let anyone who is thirsty 
come. Let anyone who desires drink freely from the water 
of life.
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More than 2.4 billion individuals self-identify as followers of Jesus. Many of their globally-known leaders have declared 2020 
to be the Global Year of the Bible. They come from more than 200 countries and represent virtually all major Christian de-
nominations, movements and organizations. A team of global elders forms an international board of reference to this movement. 
Thousands of other leaders have endorsed this beneficial initiative. They come from from every sphere of society. They support 
the Global Year of the Bible, because they want every man, woman and child to have an opportunity to engage with God’s 
Word, believing that “people do not live by bread alone; rather, we live by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord” 
(Deuteronomy 8:3 nlt).
 
THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE EXISTS TO RECOGNIZE AND CELEBRATE the unparalleled role that the Bible has had over thousands 
of years in the history of the world. It is the all-time global best-selling book, having been translated into more languages than 
any other book in history and having been read or listened to by more people in more places than any other literary work. The 
Bible has inspired more songs and led to more works of art being painted than any other book. The Bible has motivated myriads 
of social reformers and philanthropists to love their neighbors and do good in their societies
 
THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE EXISTS TO EDUCATE AND INSPIRE people the world over to study, learn and engage with the Bible 
through private and public activities of reading and/or listening to the words of the Holy Scriptures and considering how to 
apply them to their own lives. People who know and love the Bible believe that this will enable them to better love God and 
neighbor. People of the Word believe that this will inspire them to live according to the Golden Rule, “Do to others whatever 
you would like them do to you” (Matthew 7:12 nlt) and thus create more harmonious cities and communities wherever followers 
of the God of the Bible may live.
 
THE YEAR OF THE BIBLE EXISTS TO MOTIVATE AND ENCOURAGE followers of the God of the Bible to share graciously the 
Word of God with their neighbors in many culturally-appropriate ways. In order for all to have access to God’s Word, Chris-
tians everywhere need to encourage the translation, publication, and distribution of the Bible, and help educate and motivate 
people so that everyone can engage with the life-giving words of the Holy Scriptures. Through all these various endeavors 
people of the Word hope to see Bible poverty ended in this generation, resulting in greater good for our families and neighbor-
hoods globally.
 
The Global Year of the Bible 2020 is not an organization. It is a relational network of people of good will who wish to encour-
age a fresh movement of re-engaging with God’s Word at a grass-roots level all around our planet. This movement encourages 
every church, denomination, congregation, and faith-based NGO to consider how – within their own fellowship – to take initia-
tives to see the Bible shared and used in such a way that there is a renewed appreciation of how vital the Bible is in shaping 
the well-being of our world in the 21st century.
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