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As the next deadline arrived on Friday for the residents
of Urban Food Streets at Buderim to obtain a permit for
their verge gardens, a Western Australian councillor is
urging the Sunshine Coast Council (SCC) to reconsider
its position.

This week, Council workers chopped down 18 fruit-laden
trees after a landholder did not obtain a free permit and
take out public liability insurance in order to retain their
famous verge gardens in the Urban Food Street (UFS) precinct at Buderim.

About 200 households use produce from the gardens which spans 11 streets in the leafy suburb.

About 23 residents have obtained the permits, while others refused on principle.

Four properties are yet to obtain a permit and the deadline for two of those is today with the
remaining two due next week.

Council has said it would give the residents some grace, but if the residents did not obtain a
permit, the trees will be removed.

Its director of community services Coralie Nichols said the process was straight forward and its
guidelines based on that of other councils.

"The advice that we got around insurance was that it was not a
difficulty for homeowners to extend their insurance to cover their

verge for this purpose," she said.

"So of the 23 residents who've actually taken permits they also have successfully gained
insurance in that space.

"So in relation to activities that are not normative (such as verge gardening) our feeling on that
was why would it be such that we would expose every resident across the Sunshine Coast to the
cost of insuring against that.

"And the cost for an incident on that when it was quite particular to a certain number of streets in
Buderim."
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PHOTO: Cr Chris Cornish from the Bayswater City Council in Western Australia was a driving force in allowing residents
to produce on verges. (Supplied: Cr Chris Cornish)

"So harsh," councillor says
The Sunshine Coast Council's response has shocked a councillor at the City of Bayswater in
Western Australia where after more than two years, red-tape was deliberately removed to enable
residents to successfully grow verge gardens.

Chris Cornish said residents were not required to obtain their own permit or public liability
insurance.

"That is just so harsh, I mean how is a resident meant to go and get
that over what is public land?" he said.

"In Bayswater, any resident can do whatever they want on their verge in terms of planting things,
including raised garden beds.

"They don't need approval, they don't need to get insurance because we've sorted that out.

"It is possible to do it and it's really sad to hear what's happened over in Buderim."
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PHOTO: Buderim's Urban Food Street precinct spans across 11 streets in the Sunshine Coast suburb.
(ABC Sunshine Coast: Jo Joyce)

Cr Cornish said Buderim's UFS was renowned nationally and was a "shining example" of what
communities should be doing.

"I don't want to criticise another council but if I was there I
would've fought tooth and nail for this not to have happened.

"It just makes so much sense to make productive use of our assets, and the land on the verges
is an asset. Lets use it productively."

Cutting the red tape
While the SCC requires residents to obtain a permit and their own public liability insurance, there
are a number of councils in Australia which provide public liability insurance for residents who
plant verge gardens - either in garden beds or planter boxes.

The City of Sydney and the Waverley Council in New South Wales have checklists for residents
to follow and submit to council, while the latter also requires residents to apply for a permit.

The City of Bayswater has reduced red tape even further and simply requires residents to follow
a one-page guideline document.
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SOUNDCLOUD: Daniel Viles, the poet in
resident on ABC Qld's Evenings program,
penned this poem in response to events
this week at Buderim's Urban Food Street
precinct.

PHOTO: Flowers laid beside the stump of what was a fruit-laden citrus tree in Buderim's Urban Food Street.
(ABC Sunshine Coast: Jo Joyce)

Bayswater's Cr Cornish said its stripped-back approach was an Australian-first and only
achieved after months of discussion and negotiations within Council and in conjunction with WA
insurer Local Government Insurance Scheme.

He said council applied a "risk matrix" and some basic guidelines for residents to follow.

"Keep the two metres next to the road
flat if you don't already have a footpath

there for pedestrians, don't have
poisonous plants, and other than that
people can do whatever they want," he

said.

"The problem came when I wanted to also have raised garden beds and the insurers had a big
issue with that — over trip hazards and if someone, say, fell off their bicycle and hit the corner."

Cr Cornish hoped the SCC may reconsider its position to require residents to obtain a permit and
their own public liability insurance.

"Why, what are they scared of?" he said.

"Instead of thinking why it shouldn't happen ... they [should] start thinking 'how can we make it
happen?' without putting our residents — who we represent — through the ringer of having to get
insurance and approval."
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PHOTO: Buderim residents write on one of the streets of the Urban Food Street precinct after the Sunshine Coast Council
chopped down trees due to non-compliance. (ABC Sunshine Coast: Jo Joyce)

Council defends its stance
The SCC's Coralie Nichols said the Council had been very supportive of the residents' "fantastic
initiative" and had worked through the issues with them since November last year.

Currently, the UFS precinct is contained to 11 streets in Buderim, however Ms Nichols welcomed
other parts of the Sunshine Coast getting on board.

"The issue is that we want to set some standards for how it is
rolled out, what it looks like, how safe it is, and we do that through

a permit system and that's governed by our local laws."

PHOTO: The plentiful produce from Buderim's Urban Food Street. (ABC Sunshine Coast: Harriet Tatham)
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A spokesman for the for the Insurance Council of Australia said public liability insurance was
typically included as part of a household insurance policy.

"In many instances, this cover would extend to liabilities arising
from incidents that occur outside the policyholders' home,
including on a nature strip or verge (subject to any specific

exclusions)," the spokesman said.

"In cases where the policy's public liability component does not extend beyond the boundaries of
the property, policyholders may be able arrange with their insurer to extend its scope."
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