
    New City Church: Sermon Discussion Notes 
    “God With Us” – Isaiah 7:1-17 

 
Purpose: These discussion questions are designed to help you apply the sermon to your personal life, church life 
or your city’s life. You can use these for personal, family, or small group reflection. To review the sermon, go to 
www.newcitychurch.ca/sermons. 
 
Introduction 
Pray – Take a moment to pray, asking God to guide you in reflecting upon the Scripture. 
 
Read – Isaiah 7:1-17 
 
Sermon Summary – Advent has always been observed by the Church as a time of anticipation. This December 
we turn our hearts back to the Nativity, to the coming of Christ and not only look back but look ahead to his 
return. The Book of Isaiah tells us much about how God revealed his plan to come to earth to redeem it, and in 
the midst of the hope that is found in Isaiah, there is also a hint of menace. Isaiah not only conveys hope for the 
people of God, but also warnings and threats to those who might be inclined to reject the coming Messiah. 
 In our passage (7:1-17) we find God coming to King Ahaz of Judah through the prophet Isaiah at a time of 
great uncertainty and fear. Ahaz and Judah are threatened by the northern coalition of Syria and Israel (kings 
Rezin and Pekah respectively) as well as by the growing threat of Assyria. Ahaz has yet to align himself with either 
the coalition (who hope to create a Palestinian alliance against Assyria), or Tiglath-peleser III of Assyria. At this 
tense time, as Ahaz is inspecting the water supplies of Jerusalem, Isaiah shows up. God comes to Ahaz as he 
comes to us – in our day to day lives and in times of trial. God comes to guide and show compassion on Ahaz, 
urging him to resist siding with either the coalition or Assyria, and instead to trust that he (God) will protect and 
deliver Judah. God explains that the coalition will not succeed in their plan to replace Ahaz with a puppet king 
because they are “smoldering stumps”, devoid of fire and power to burn, and besides, they are mere humans. 
The thrust of God’s words is to say, Trusting God, standing firm in faith is always the most logical and practical 
decision for the people of God.  

Because God knows that living in faith is hard in a world where everything seems to speak against the 
reality of a sovereign and compassionate God, he instructs Ahaz to “ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven” (7:11). This is an incredible act by God! He comes as the “LORD”, YHWH, the 
covenanting God who has bound himself to the house of David, as the God of Ahaz. He is so committed to helping 
Ahaz trust the words Isaiah gave him, that God tells Ahaz to ask for any sign he desires to prove the words to be 
true. Rather than accept the sign, Ahaz refuses by quoting Deuteronomy 6:16. The king’s words have the air of 
piety but, they reveal that he has no interest in a sign from God. He has taken Deuteronomy 6:16 out of context – 
he would not be testing God since God asked him to request a sign. 

In frustration, God replies that now he will give Ahaz what he was unwilling to ask for. The word choices in 
v.13 are important. First Ahaz is addressed as “O house of David!”. This is not a word for a single king, but for the 
entire kingly line (and even the nation that he represents, see v.17). Ahaz and the house of David have failed 
humans and God – they ought to have produced a perfect king and honoured God, but they have failed. This last 
rejection by Ahaz pushes God to offer a sign. As is usually the case, the sign has immediate and future 
connotations. In the immediate circumstance Ahaz is told that within a dozen years (the age of adolescence) the 
threat posed by the coalition will be gone, but because he has refused to trust God, a worse fate will strike him 
and his people in the form of Assyria. But, the sign of a virgin that births “Immanuel”, God with us, will also bring 
the proof that God can and should be trusted. It is interesting that signs from God are rarely meant to produce 
faith, but instead intended to reveal faith. Because the sign comes in the future, Ahaz is being asked to trust God 
now, before the sign and if he “stands firm in the faith” then he will see the sign and know that his faith in God 



was warranted. God wants us to trust him because he has historically proven himself trust worthy and because 
he has asked us to trust him. 

Christmas bring all of humanity to the manger. We are all asked to peer into the Christmas story and trust 
that the child is Immanuel. Those who have faith will see Christmas as a time of hope, a time to consider how God 
loves the world and has given everything to save it. But those without faith will see nothing but superstition in 
the story. They will look at their lives and not see the fingerprints of God, but only chance and a “self-made life”. 
Contrary to John Lennon’s famous Christmas song lyric, we are not to approach Advent and say, “So this is 
Christmas, and what have you done?”, but to say, “So this is Christmas, and what has He done?” 
 
Questions 

1. Review the passage (Isaiah 7:1-17) How does this speak to your life? 
• What are you trusting God for in your life, right now? (Usually we trust out careers, bank accounts, 

and cleverness for our daily bread and security). 
 

• How would you explain “Christmas” to a neighbour who happened to ask you what Christmas is all 
about? 

 
• Take time to consider what it means when Pastor Carl said that signs are not usually given to produce 

faith, but to reveal it. Do you understand the difference between signs for faith and signs of faith? 
 

2. What implications does Isaiah 7:1-17 have for us as a church community? 
• How does/can New City “Stand firm in the faith”? What sorts of behaviours typify a church that is 

seeking to trust God rather than the world? 
 

• How might you be a “sign” of God’s faithfulness and compassion for someone at New City? Think 
specifically about a person/family that you might be able to encourage this week and then actually 
encourage them! 

 
3. How does this text speak to our city? 

• Does the church have the obligation to be “Isaiah” to Calgary? (i.e. to be a vessel of God’s will to the 
city?) If so, how could New City do this? If not, why? 
 

• It’s Christmas! How can you/New City leverage this time of year (when carols ring through department 
stores and people generally feel more disposed to reflect on life) to bring the gospel to the city in ways 
that will compellingly communicate the unchanging gospel to an ever-changing culture? 

 
Concluding Question 
What is the one thing you want to take away from this study to remember or to make a change in your life? 
 
Prayer 

• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 


