
    New City Church: Sermon Discussion Notes 
    “Erosion of Faith” – Judges 1:1-36 

 
Purpose: These discussion questions are designed to help you apply the sermon to your 
personal life, church life or your city’s life. You can use these for personal, family, or small group 
reflection. To review the sermon, go to www.newcitychurch.ca/sermons. 
 
Introduction 
Pray – Take a moment to pray, asking God to guide you in reflecting upon the Scripture. 
 
Read – Judges 1:1-36 
 
Sermon Summary – Judges is a book that recounts history, but it also communicates a good 
deal of theology. It tells us much about God and ourselves. It was probably written during the 
Davidic dynasty and tells us what happens when God’s people lose sight of God. It is tempting to 
externalize Judges, to read it as a cautionary tale for the secular world, a reminder to “them” 
about what happens when you cut prayer and the Bible out of our schools and government 
buildings, but it is imperative that the Church accept Judges as it comes to them – as a story 
about the faithful community of Yahweh worshippers slowly and tragically walking away from 
God. 
 Chapter 1 of Judges serves as an introduction to and synopsis of the whole book. After 
Joshua dies, Israel (still remembering enough of what Joshua taught them) seeks God’s counsel 
on who should begin the mop-up campaign against the Canaanites. Starting with Judah’s first 
foray into enemy territory and ending with the failures of the tribe of Dan, chapter one shows 
the slow and steady decline in the related areas of faithful obedience and military success. It 
starts with Judah subtly disobeying God’s command to fight alone when he invites his brother-
tribe, Simeon, to join him. This alliance made sense strategically and geographically, but not 
spiritually – God had not said to do this. It is graphically on display again when Judah refuses to 
put the Lord of Bezek to death (as commanded in Deut 7:2-8) and instead adopts the Canaanite 
practice of mutilating rival monarchs. Although this made cultural sense and was a sort of 
“poetic justice”, it shows that already in the opening verses of Judges the model tribe of Israel, 
Judah, has already disobeyed God and shown a willingness to adopt foreign customs. This 
decline continues steadily in chapter 1. Verses 16-19 show that the Israelites fail to drive out the 
inhabitants of the land and “settle among them”. The tribe of Benjamin fails to drive the 
Jebusites out of Jerusalem and they “co-inhabit” the city. Then the people make a treaty with an 
informer from the city of Bethel (Luz) and let him go free. Israel had failed to trust God enough 
to obey his orders completely (as Joshua had done), and they lived among the Canaanites, 
sometimes making them their slaves and certainly adopting their religious and social customs (as 
we will see in the stories of the Judges later). The chapter climaxes with the final 10 verses 
where we learn that not only do the Canaanites “persist” in dwelling in the land, but they begin 
to take the upper hand, driving the tribe of Dan backwards. The narrator then emotionlessly tells 
us that now the Israelites “live among the Canaanites”. This literary tactic is important. Prior to 
this, it was said that the Canaanites lived among the Israelites, implying a relationship where the 
Israelites were (at least) dominant, in control politically, etc. But by inverting the terms and 
telling us that the Israelites now lived among the Canaanites (coupled with the reports that the 
natives were driving Israel back), tell us that now, far from putting these cities to the sword, 



Israel were now the weak minority in the lands that they were supposed to have conquered. The 
chapter closes with the narrator telling us all about the borders of the Amorites. This is tragic 
and foreboding. This is supposed to be a story about the expansion and establishment of the 
borders of Israel, but instead, because of the slow erosion of Israel’s faith, we are reading the 
chronicle of Amorite successes. 
 For us, this chapter reminds us that there are no un-spiritual decisions or actions. Every 
time we act, we reveal something of our beliefs. Be it the route we take to work or the movies 
and books we read, every decision not only reveals but strengthens or weakens our faith – they 
are never neutral. Chapter 1 also show us how we never think our actions and decisions will lead 
to catastrophe and the loss of our faith. Erosion of faith is first seen in the erosion of our 
devotional practices. When we cease to pray, read the Bible, meet with one another, serve, give, 
etc., we show that our faith in God is slipping. The distance between stopping to regularly read 
the Bible and walking away from God and His Church, is paved with the stones of our devotional 
and spiritual neglect. 
 There is hope, however. In the opening verses of chapter 2, God shows up as the “angel 
of the Lord” and gives us at least 2 pieces of information. First we learn that Israel’s activity in 
chapter 1 (which would have taken decades in “real-time”) were indeed “not good”. God is angry 
that they have so failed to obey him and says he will give them exactly what they desire – a 
God-free life. Second, we get the curious news that God has come from Gilgal. The suggestion is 
that God was in Gilgal and journeyed to meet Israel in Bochim to give them his judgment. The 
city of Gilgal will pop up throughout Judges, but here, the first time it is used, we are being 
reminded of the last time it popped up in a significant way in Joshua 5 when God graciously 
announces that he has rolled away the shame of Egypt (i.e. the “reproach”). There, he said that 
though Israel were social outcasts because they were slaves, and spiritual outcasts because of 
their sin in the wilderness, God was “rolling away the stone” of their shame, redeeming them. 
Now, as Israel is at their lowest at the end of Judges 1, we are reminded about God’s grace and 
how he will not let them go. As Christians, we cannot help but connect those words about the 
stone being rolled away with the words about Jesus resurrection and the tomb’s stone being 
rolled away. Even here in the darkness of Judges, the light of the gospel, if only faintly, can be 
seen. We may have our faith assaulted daily, it may even erode drastically, but, we rest on the 
truth that God’s hold on us is what keeps us safe. God will not be deprived of His people, no 
matter how hard they seem to try to run from Him.  
 
 
Questions 

1. Review the passage (Judges 1:1-36) How does this speak to your life? 
• When do you find it hardest to follow God’s commands instead of your own “common 

sense”? Why? 
• Think of the area in your life where you think you are experiencing the greatest 

success. Are you still radically relying on God in those areas? 
• Where, in your life, are you saying to God: I cannot? And do you need to accept the 

fact that you are saying: I will not? How will you change? 
 

2. What implications does Judges 1:1-36 have for us as a church community? 
• Erosion of faith comes to individuals, but also churches. How does the erosion of the 

church’s trust and reliance upon God creep in? How might we stave off corporate 
erosion? 



• What is the role (if any) of the wider church community (i.e. other churches) in helping 
NCC to remain faithful? What benefit is there for the sustaining of our faith to 
building relationships with other churches? 

 
3. How does this text speak to our city? 

• What benefit can a faithful church offer to Calgary? Conversely, what is the negative 
impact of an unfaithful church on our city? 

• How can NCC live obedient to God’s Word while also being winsome in Calgary?  
 
Concluding Question 
What is the one thing you want to take away from this study to remember or to make a change 
in your life? 
 
Prayer 

• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 


