
    New City Church: Sermon Discussion Notes 
    “Loved for the City” – Mark 16:1-8 

 
Purpose: These discussion questions are designed to help you apply the sermon to your 
personal life, church life or your city’s life. You can use these for personal, family, or small group 
reflection. To review the sermon, go to www.newcitychurch.ca/sermons. 
 
Introduction 
Pray – Take a moment to pray, asking God to guide you in reflecting upon the Scripture. 
 
Read – Mark 16:1-8 
 
Sermon Summary – If Jesus did not rise from the dead, Christianity is a hoax and the 
honourable thing to do would be for churches to close up shop. Paul said as much in 1 
Corinthians 15:17-19, “if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 
sins….we are of all people most to be pitied.” Because Christianity rests upon the foundation of 
the resurrection (a super natural event) and we live in a culture that “demands signs” and 
evidence of the supernatural, it is important to spend some time talking about the evidence for 
the resurrection. And yet, this passage has far more depth than that. In fact, Mark is not 
interested in why Jesus is raised from the dead (in this passage), and if a preacher (or a Christian) 
is to honour the Bible, it is important that we follow the text where it goes. This passage 
presents us with challenges. It doesn’t attempt to answer questions of theology (i.e. how does 
the resurrection fit into the salvific plan for creation?), but instead challenges us by leaving us 
with questions. This passage has a challenge for the skeptic, hope for the world, and a challenge 
for Christians. 
 Humans dismiss things that don’t fit with their personal worldview. To be intellectually 
honest, skeptics need to wrestle with the internal and external evidence for the resurrection (i.e. 
the evidence inside and outside the Bible). In this passage we see Mark offering a couple pieces 
of evidence. By naming the women who were at the tomb on 3 occasions in the verses leading 
up to the empty tomb (see 15:40, 47, 16:1), historian Richard Bauckham of Cambridge says that 
Mark is offering a sort of “ancient footnote”, telling people that this information is based on the 
testimony of real people who were still alive to be “cross examined” if anyone was interested. If 
this is the case, then the skeptic needs to question his/her view that the resurrection is “mere 
legend”. Also, the very fact that Mark (and other Gospel writers) say that women were the 
witnesses to the resurrection is evidence of the resurrection’s veracity. In first century Palestine 
(and Rome), women were not deemed credible witnesses in court. For this reason we see the 
early church fathers having to defend Christianity against attacks specifically aimed at the 
resurrection being witnessed by women (i.e. Celcus says that women were “hysterical” and 
Origen was mocked for believing the “gossip of women about the empty tomb”). That the most 
important fact about Christianity was rooted in the testimony of women was an embarrassing 
admission for Christianity in the ancient world and Biblical scholars agree that the only reason to 
include such a fact is that it was true. Surely, if someone was interested in fabricating the 
resurrection, they would base it on credible eye-witness testimony. 
 Outside of the Bible, the evidence for the resurrection is almost overwhelming. That the 
entire history of the world could be changed by a lie, is something that needs to be considered 
by the skeptic. From the way humanity saw human value, education, intellect, etc., to the 



advances of science, literature and technology, everything was transformed by Christianity… 
why? Why is it that every other messianic movement in Israel (and there were many) 
disappeared once their leader was dead or arrested, and yet, Christianity not only carried on 
after the “death” of their Messiah, but actually exploded across the world? Skeptics need to 
wrestle with the impact of Christianity as well as the Bible’s claims about the resurrection. 
 Our passage then offers us unspeakable hope. After the utter failure of humanity in not 
only failing to recognize God incarnate, but in abandoning him in his hour of need and nailing 
him to a cross, Jesus’ message to his disciples, the ones who betrayed him, was not a message of 
rebuke or condemnation, but an invitation to come back to him, to repent, turn from their 
cowardice, betrayal and fear, and follow him. No questions asked. Easter shows us that Jesus’ 
grip on us is not rooted in our obedience but in his death on the cross. This means that there is 
hope for everyone who has mocked and run from God, there is no expectation of jumping 
through hoops to be saved. While obedience is expected of disciples (as Mark has shown), it is 
not a prerequisite for salvation. This hope is open and on display for all on Easter and in Mark’s 
closing words. 
 Lastly, Mark challenges Christians. Mark’s abrupt ending is difficult because it does not do 
what we like endings to do. We love happy endings or at least endings that offer resolution, but 
Mark’s ending seems to do neither. That is why the more traditional ending (16:9-20) was added 
to Mark’s ending (ask me if you want some resources that talk about this in detail). Mark does 
not dwell on the “so what” of the resurrection, he does not tell us about the great commission, 
or show us the physical body of Jesus interacting with the disciples. He leaves us with questions 
and yet another failure of the disciples. Mark had held up women as model disciples throughout 
his story, but here he shows that “people are people” and the women fail as well. They not only 
did not expect the resurrection (they bring spices for a dead body despite the repeated words of 
Jesus that he would rise on the third day), but they are given a message to communicate from 
Jesus and Mark tells us they didn’t share it because they were so afraid (declaring the 
resurrection is the very definition of a disciple, and they fail to do this). Mark is challenging us by 
ending his story in this way. He is showing us that in the end, disciples have the “word” of Jesus 
(notice that Jesus is not present in this account but only sends a message, his Word). That if we 
want to see Jesus, we need to follow him (to Galilee in this instance). The resurrection, to Mark, 
is not an event that creates faith, but an event received by faith, that the faithful will accept. It is 
then only in being a disciple that one sees Jesus. In effect, Mark’s Jesus is saying “There is no 
sign for you, only my word.” Mark’s bizarre and wonderful conclusion leaves us as participants, 
we are left gaping, open-mouthed at the empty tomb faced with the question – will you follow? 
What will you do? 
 
 
Questions 

1. Review the passage (Mark 16:1-8) How does this speak to your life? 
• Mark doesn’t touch on it, but discuss the “so what” of the resurrection. What are the 

implications for you if Jesus wasn’t raised? 1 Cor 15:17-19 may help discussions. 
• Have you ever had to answer questions about the resurrection and other supernatural 

aspects of the Biblical story? Which ones and how did you respond? 
 

2. What implications does Mark 16:1-8 have for us as a church community? 
• How do we show the radical grace shown by Jesus (in calling the wayward disciples 

back to him without caveat) to one another? 



3. How does this text speak to our city? 
• If Calgary is generally hostile to the reality of the resurrection, then how does NCC 

live as an agent of the resurrection, of gospel-change in the city? 
• In light of the resurrection, the series on Mark we have gone through, the plan to 

focus more on training and equipping people to live missionally in their personal 
contexts, and even pastor Mike’s research on marketplace ministry, how can NCC 
best train and equip people to live as we know the early Church lived, as agents of 
Gospel change in the world? (that’s a long sentence!) 

 
Concluding Question 
What is the one thing you want to take away from this study to remember or to make a change 
in your life? 
 
Prayer 

• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 


