
    New City Church: Sermon Discussion Notes 
    “Being Childlike for the City” – Mark 10:13-16 

 
Purpose: These discussion questions are designed to help you apply the sermon to your 
personal life, church life or your city’s life. You can use these for personal, family, or small group 
reflection. To review the sermon, go to www.newcitychurch.ca/sermons. 
 
Introduction 
Pray – Take a moment to pray, asking God to guide you in reflecting upon the Scripture. 
 
Read – Mark 10:13-16 
 
Sermon Summary – If last week we saw how disciples are to receive the lowly, then this 
week the teaching is how disciples should receive Jesus. Considering the “characters” in this 
short scene, we can see how we are to engage with Jesus. Specifically the wrong and right ways 
to engage with Jesus, and ultimately, how should we live as disciples. 
 The wrong way to engage with Jesus is illustrated for us in how the disciples behave in 
this scene. They “rebuke” the children who are coming to Jesus and actually preventing them 
from coming to Jesus. The disciples are still under the illusion that they have some hierarchical 
advantage over the rest of the world – they think that their time with Jesus is more important 
than anyone else’s. Anger generally is a defense mechanism – when we get angry we are 
revealing something that we are wanting to defend. In this case, the disciples get angry and 
hinder the children from comig to Jesus because they sense that their own coming to Jesus, 
their being with him intimately as the “inner circle” is being hindered. The kids are distracting 
Jesus, taking his attention from the disciples, and they (the disciples) don’t like it, so they get 
angry. This attitude and action (anger and hindering) gets Jesus’ attention and he get angry. He 
sees that the disciples are not learning to give up their claims on superiority and this is leading to 
their doing the exact opposite thing that disciples should do; they are hindering instead of 
clearing the way for people to come to Jesus. Jesus escalates the situation with his rebuke of the 
disciples. They had done something we all do daily, they told children to not bother the grown 
ups, but Jesus doesn’t see it as a minor thing, but turns the conversation to one of salvation – if 
you don’t receive the kingdom as children, you will not enter it at all! The disciples must have 
been shell-shocked! 
 Jesus then shows them (and us) the right way to engage with him, and he again uses 
children as his illustrative tool. His anger towards the disciples is not simply aimed at their 
behavior, but at their hearts – the goal of his teaching is not to modify behavior, but to perform 
surgery on their hearts. If the disciples’ anger showed their self-pre-occupation, then Jesus’ 
anger reveals his pre-occupation with the helpless and the lowly and with the free access to 
himself. Jesus tells the disciples that they need to engage with him, to receive the kingdom as 
children. This does not mean that children have virtues that we need to emulate if we are to be 
worthy of the kingdom. If this is what Jesus means, then it would mean the kingdom could be 
earned by those with the right personal virtues. Instead, Jesus is wanting us to see the 
helplessness of children. Children love to receive unmerited gifts – they know they don’t make 
money, they can’t even reach the tap to get a glass of water, and yet, they jump and revel in 
being the objects of grace. Children come to God with nothing in their hands, no claim on the 
kingdom, no expectation that God owes them eternity. This is not because they are virtuous, but 



because they have no illusions about their helplessness. This is how we need to approach the 
Kingdom and Jesus, as people with nothing to commend ourselves to Jesus. 
 Having received the kingdom as a gift, we are then to respond in gratitude with lives that 
look like the “they” in verse 13. This anonymous group of people have presumably seen Jesus, 
they know he can heal, that he is great and compassionate, and because they have experienced 
this, they bring those who are nearest/dearest to them to Jesus (namely their children). They do 
this not demanding Jesus touch and bless them, but in hope that he “might” touch them. They 
respond to the grace they have experienced by bringing others to experience it. This nameless 
crowd is more kingdom-focused than the disciples. This gives hope to us, the multitude of 
believers through whom God has chosen to change the world. We bring the world to Jesus, 
hoping that he will touch, bless and provide a future for our great city. 
 
 
Questions 

1. Review the passage (Mark 10:13-16) How does this speak to your life? 
• What do your anger “triggers” tell you about what you value? What are you trying to 

defend when you get angry? 
• How do you still share the values of the world? Which values are the most 

seductive/elusive? 
 

2. What implications does Mark 10:13-16 have for us as a church community? 
• The disciples struggle to understand what it means to love and care for one another 

above how care for themselves. Where can New City love the church family better? 
Where are we succeeding? Struggling? 
 

3. How does this text speak to our city? 
• What does “bringing” people to Jesus look like for us as a church?  
• How can New City become like the “they” described in 10:13? 

 
Concluding Question 
What is the one thing you want to take away from this study to remember or to make a change 
in your life? 
 
Prayer 

• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 


