
    New City Church: Sermon Discussion Notes 
    “Metamorphosis for the City” – Mark 9:2-8 

 
Purpose: These discussion questions are designed to help you apply the sermon to your 
personal life, church life or your city’s life. You can use these for personal, family, or small group 
reflection. To review the sermon, go to www.newcitychurch.ca/sermons. 
 
Introduction 
Pray – Take a moment to pray, asking God to guide you in reflecting upon the Scripture. 
 
Read – Mark 9:2-8 
 
Sermon Summary – Mark’s gospel can be split in two parts at Peter’s confession in 8:29-30. 
Prior to this point, Jesus engages in displays of power over nature, spirits and even life and 
death. He is telling the disciples that he is the Messiah. As Peter shows that he (and by 
association the disciples) knows Jesus to be the “Christ”, Jesus immediately begins to teach the 
disciples what kind of Messiah he is. He starts, right away, to tell them that he is the Messiah 
who will suffer, die and rise from the dead – he will not be the military conqueror they have 
hoped for – he will be something far greater, even if they cannot see it. This passage that 
describes Jesus’ metamorphosis tells us much, but at least, it tells us who Jesus is, what he 
makes us feel, and what he does in us. 
 Mark makes it clear that he is linking this scene to the events captured in Exodus 24 & 34. 
Jesus is presented as a better and ultimate Moses figure. The similarities are clear in the story, 
but the most significant difference is found in the fact that while Moses only reflects the glory of 
God, Jesus produces the glory from within himself. Add to this the fact that Moses and Elijah, 
the great witnesses to the Messiah in the Old Testament are present to affirm Jesus as the 
promised One, and we are clearly being told that this is not just a human Messiah, but one who, 
remarkably, shares the glory of the Father (Isa 42:8).  
 Standing before the very radiance of the glory of God (Heb 1:3), the disciples are 
understandably struck with fear (again, recall 4:35-41). What is so terrifying? We get a hint 
when Peter suggests building 3 “tabernacles” for Moses, Elijah and Jesus. Peter’s clumsy words 
are driven by his fear and in using this world (Greek = skene) we get the sense that he is wanting 
to cover the glory of God with canvass, just as the tabernacle of the Israelites was designed to 
allow God to be near to Israel without devouring them by his glory. Peter feels vulnerable, laid 
open before an all-seeing God and he wants to run for cover. Like Adam and Eve who scrambled 
for cover when they suddenly felt their nakedness rendered them vulnerable, so Peter (and each 
of us) seeks cover when the piercing and perfect gaze of God is upon us. 
 God then interrupts Peter and, echoing Moses in Deuteronomy 18:15-19, tells the 
disciples to “listen to him [Jesus]”. God is addressing the disciples and this reminds us that this 
whole mountain-top scene was orchestrated for the sake of the disciples. They are becoming 
more aware of the fact that the call to follow Jesus is a call to die, to follow him to the cross, and 
so, God now encourages them by showing them a glimpse of the glory of God that they will see 
again when Jesus returns. This is Jesus laying himself open and bare, showing them all of him for 
a moment, giving them a foretaste of the end so that they can live as a foretaste of the Kingdom 
for their communities, cities and world. Jesus first becomes vulnerable to us before he expects 
us to become vulnerable to him. If we are to become a vulnerable people and open ourselves 



and our homes to our neighbours and the city, then we will need to first embrace the vulnerable 
Jesus, who took all our shame and sin and was scrutinized by the eye of God and judged for our 
sins. Fueled by the knowledge and experience of grace, then we can become vulnerable and 
begin to be willing to undergo a metamorphosis for our city; willing to lay down our personal 
interests for the sake of God’s mission in Calgary. 
 
 
Questions 

1. Review the passage (Mark 9:2-8) How does this speak to your life? 
• Jesus became flesh and went through a sort of metamorphosis for us, to come to us in 

a way that we could understand. What sort of transformations might God be calling 
you to undergo in order to be more effective in serving your family, community, city, 
world? 

• Do you find it hard to be vulnerable with people? God? Why? 
  

2. What implications does Mark 9:2-8 have for us as a church community? 
• Similar to the question above – how could NCC undergo a metamorphosis in order to 

better reach people with the Gospel? 
• How do you know when you are “listening” to God and not to your own emotions and 

opinions? Can you every be sure that you are hearing God? 
 

3. How does this text speak to our city? 
• Think outside the box! What might new city’s gospel ministry to Calgary look like if 

we were (corporately and individually) to really try to live out the calling to be 
willing to sacrifice our own time and resources in order to be the kind of church 
that Calgary needs? 
 

 
Concluding Question 
What is the one thing you want to take away from this study to remember or to make a change 
in your life? 
 
Prayer 

• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 


