
    New City Church: Sermon Discussion Notes 
    “Following in the City” – Mark 6:1-13 

 
Purpose: These discussion questions are designed to help you apply the sermon to your 
personal life, church life or your city’s life. You can use these for personal, family, or small group 
reflection. To review the sermon, go to www.newcitychurch.ca/sermons. 
 
Introduction 
Pray – Take a moment to pray, asking God to guide you in reflecting upon the Scripture. 
 
Read – Mark 6:1-13 
 
Sermon Summary – That Mark places this story about Jesus being rejected in his hometown 
at this point in his story is interesting. Before and after this story we read only about the 
incredible successes in Jesus’ ministry. But here, we see something important. Mark is showing 
us who Jesus is and who we are in light of who Jesus is. In this passage, we see what it means to 
be called, what those who are called are called to do, and what they can expect to experience. 
 To be called in the gospels means to be called out of our self-centeredness and into 
relationship with God. Just as children need to be called to dinner because they are preoccupied 
with their games, so too are we needing to be roused from our “navel-gazing” and to take notice 
of God. In Mark, Jesus calls and the disciples follow, and follow immediately! This calling is 
accompanied by subsequent sending and authorizing by Jesus. In being called, sent and 
authorized, the disciples are free to be bold and weather rejection because they can rest in the 
truth that God has sent them and will make them able to do what they are called to do. 
 Specifically, the disciples are called to do precisely what Jesus does. In verse 13 we see a 
simple job description spelled out for us. Although it is not as frequently mentioned in sermons, 
it is important to note what we can learn about “how” to carry out our roles as disciples based 
on the “packing list” that Jesus gives the disciples. By commanding them to take scant rations 
and provisions, Jesus not only forces his disciples to trust God for their basic needs, but he 
makes it so that they must live as those to whom they are called to minister. A disciple going 
into a strange land (be it a nation, community, workplace or school) without food and money will 
need to eat the local food and live as the locals live. This is not accidental. Jesus wants his 
disciples to become like the people they are called to minister to so that they can encourage 
them without the locals questioning their motives, and so that the disciples can critique the local 
culture as ones within it, rather than outside it. Of course, if the disciples are called to do what 
Jesus did, then they should expect to be received as Jesus was. 
 This leads to the final point – what can disciples expect to experience? When Jesus 
instructs the disciples to shake dust from their feet, he is telling them how to behave when they 
are rejected as he was in Nazareth. Jesus caused a “scandal” in his hometown because his lofty 
claims could not be reconciled with the ordinary character that they perceived him to be. To 
them Jesus was just a “tekton”, carpenter, and the son of Mary, and therefore could never be the 
Messiah. We will be rejected for the ordinariness of our Gospel to Calgary as well. We will be 
called naïve and unsophisticated because our claims about grace and mercy will seem too plain 
and simple, not complex enough. But, if Jesus endured cosmic rejection on the cross for us, to 
ensure that we would have cosmic acceptance, then we can endure worldly rejection. 
 



 
Questions 

1. Review the passage (Mark 6:1-13 How does this speak to your life? 
• When have you been “rejected” or caused a scandal because of your identification 

with Jesus? How did you handle it? 
• How can you live more like those you are called to minister to? What dangers are 

there in becoming too much like them?  
2. What implications does Mark 6:1-13 have for us as a church community? 

• In this passage the emphasis is on the disciples relationship to those in “neighbouring 
communities” and not directly on how disciples relate to one another. How do you 
think disciples are expected to relate to one another based on this passage? 

• How can New City help people to become the disciples that Jesus expects us to be? 
 

3. How does this text speak to our city? 
• What might it look like if New City became a church that was healing the sick, 

casting out demons and preaching the gospel to Calgary? What sort of initiatives 
would we be involved with? How might our people look to bring healing to the city 
in practical ways? 
 

Concluding Question 
What is the one thing you want to take away from this study to remember or to make a change 
in your life? 
 
Prayer 

• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 


