
    New City Church: Sermon Discussion Notes 
    “A Tale of Two Religions” – Galatians 4:8-11 

 

Purpose: These discussion questions are designed to help you apply the sermon to 

your personal life, church life or your city’s life. You can use these for personal, family, or 

small group reflection. To review the sermon, go to www.newcitychurch.ca/sermons. 
 

Introduction 

Pray – Take a moment to pray, asking God to guide you in reflecting upon the 

Scripture. 

 

Read – Galatians 4:8-11 

 

Sermon Summary – Earlier, in 4:3, Paul feared the Galatians were slipping into 

“legalism”, into believing that they had to add their good works to their faith in Jesus in 

order to be saved. At that time, Paul said they were slaves to the Law, they were under a 

“guardian”, they were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. He now uses the 

same term (stoichea in Greek), but says that before they knew God, as pagans, they were 

also enslaved to these stoichea. What is Paul saying? He is saying that whether you 

believe that your obedience to the Law of God can save you, or whether you are an 

unbelieving pagan, you are enslaved to these stoichea. There is no difference between a 

moralistic/legalistic Christian and the unbeliever – they are both slaves to their “over 

desires”. They have turned a good thing into an ultimate thing. 

 

After showing us that everything can be an idol if it is put in God’s place, Paul shows us 

that the root of all our troubles is idolatry. When we are bitter about losing out on a 

promotion, it is because we made an idol of that position, or of our reputation and 

accomplishments. When we get angry with our kids’ lack of respect, it may be because 

we have made an idol out of our identity as parents – we can’t stand losing our kids’ 

respect because we equate it with our being “good parents”. 

 

The only way to get free of this idolatry is to know and be known by God. Paul tells us 

that it is vital that we know God, but that His knowing us, is of greater importance. If we 

focus too much on our knowing God, then we will be discouraged when we stumble 

because we will find ourselves wondering whether we really know God at all. But if we 

do what Paul tells us and focus on God’s knowing us, we will be unshakeable. God’s 

opinion of you cannot change – he knows your best and worst qualities, he knows you 

are imperfect and insecure. If you know your salvation is rooted in God’s knowing you, 

then you won’t be shaken by your failures or by the criticism of others. When you stare 



at the cross, meditate on what Jesus did for you, you will find yourself growing more 

assured of your place in Christ. When you realize that God gave His Son so that He 

could get to know you, then your heart will be melted and you will put to death the 

idols in your life. 

 

Questions 

1. Review the passage (Gal 4:8-11) How does this speak to your life? 

• What idols are you most in danger of serving? 

• Do you struggle to focus on God’s knowing you as more important than 

your knowing God? 

2. What implications does Galatians 4:8-11 have for us as a church community? 

• What might New City/your life group do to increase people’s assurance in 

God’s “knowing” them?  

3. How does this text speak to our city? 

• What “stoichea” are worshiped in Calgary? How would you describe 

Calgary’s culture? What drives the city? (consider things like city mottos, 

economy, etc. What message does the city exude?) 

• How might New City, being a church that knows and is known by God, 

help to present a counter-narrative for the city? 

 

Concluding Question 

What is the one thing you want to take away from this study to remember or to make a 

change in your life? 

 

Prayer 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
  



 


