
    New City Church: Sermon Discussion Notes 
    “Children of God” – Galatians 3:26-4:7 

 

Purpose: These discussion questions are designed to help you apply the sermon to 

your personal life, church life or your city’s life. You can use these for personal, family, or 

small group reflection. To review the sermon, go to www.newcitychurch.ca/sermons. 
 

Introduction 

Pray – Take a moment to pray, asking God to guide you in reflecting upon the 

Scripture. 

 

Read – Galatians 3:26-4:7 

 

Sermon Summary – Paul now launches into a section where he tries to explain what 

it means to be “sons” of God. He uses the term “son” intentionally because he is 

showing that in Christ, distinctions of gender do not determine access to the blessing of 

God. In Christ, all are given the rights of sonship, they are made full heirs to the 

blessings promised to Abraham (Gen 12, 15, 17). Paul tells the Galatians that this 

sonship was secured by redemption (Christ’s paying their ransom price by his death) 

and adoption (their being taken in and made sons by God).  

Paul then mentions baptism (for the first and only time in Galatians) and 

compares baptism to putting on new clothing. Paul is showing them/us that we signify 

our sonship by the act of baptism, and that in being baptized, we are made not only 

new creatures individually, but a new community collectively. This community of “sons” 

is to be characterized by their unity, that we should be full of unique people but that our 

differences should not be used as barriers.  

Lastly, Paul gives us a hint as to how we can actually live like this. It is one thing 

to say that we “should” live a certain way, but it is quite another to actually live that way. 

Paul (in 4:6) tells us that because we are sons by faith (see 3:26) God sends His Spirit into 

us to bring the experience of salvation, to help us to live the way we ought. This Spirit in 

us causes us to “cry”, that is to scream out, to God with loud, spontaneous shouts, that 

we are to be uninhibited in our interaction with God. By the Spirit we cry out “Abba!” 

Paul uses this Aramaic term when writing to Greek-speaking Galatians because he is 

using Jesus’ words (see Mark 14:36). Because we are sons, we can approach God as 

Jesus did, full of confidence and honesty. When we have understood that we were 

redeemed and adopted, then we will be humble enough to see that our differences do 

not warrant any hint of racism, classism, or sexism. In the end, as in every sermon on 

Galatians so far, we find that the gospel is the only way we can become the people we 

are called to be. 



 
 
 
 

Questions 

1. Review the passage (Gal 3:26-4:7) How does this speak to your life? 

• What does being an adopted son of God mean to you? 

• In what area of your life do you find it hardest to believe you are clothed 

with Christ? 

• What barriers to fellowship do you have or have you experienced? 

2. What implications does Galatians 3:15-22 have for us as a church community? 

• What might it “look like” if New City was to live in the truth that it is a new 

community “in Christ”? 

3. How does this text speak to our city? 

• How is Calgary living in step with, or out of step with what Paul describes 

in Galatians 3:28? 

• How might you/your life group live as sons in your community? 

 

Concluding Question 

What is the one thing you want to take away from this study to remember or to make a 

change in your life? 

 

Prayer 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 
• __________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
  



 


