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February 2020
In this month’s newsletter:
•

Artist of the month: Jim Dine

•

Valentine’s Day

•

•

•

All about Space & the solar
system

Staff of the Month: Parents’ &
Peer choices

•

Pancake Day

•

Our nursery outings this month

Pancake day

•

Diary dates

Exploring the art of Jim Dine
American pop artist
Jim Dine is known for
his innovative art by
combining everyday
objects with canvas.
The heart is a recurring motif in his
works. So, for this
month, we chose
him as our Artist of
the Month, and used
his work as inspiration to make our
own artworks with
different media.
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Calendar—Upcoming events
We’ve committed to organizing more outings for the Montessori children in
2020, and we’re doing our best to keep up to it. This month, some of the children enjoyed a visit to The Royal Academy of Arts, and the Science Museum.
Here’s a schedule of the visits planned in the next couple of months. To
arrange for your child to go on a visit, please speak with the Montessori
room staff.
DATE

TRIP

NURSERY

TIMES/
DURATION

ACTIVITY

26th March

Natural
History
Museum

Willow Vale

10.15 – 2pm

26th March

Natural
History
Museum

Fulham

10.15-2pm

30th April

Transport
Museum

Fulham +
Willow Vale

10.30 – 11am

All
aboard

14th May

Wetlands
Centre

Fulham

10.30-11am

Pond
dipping

19th May

Wetlands
centre

Fulham +
Willow Vale

10.30-11am

Pond
dipping

We look forward to seeing the
children dressed as their
favourite character from a
book for World Book Day on
Thursday, 5 March!
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Visiting Picasso at the Royal Academy of Arts
On 6 February, we went to the Royal Academy of
Arts to see their exhibition about Picasso. As part
of our Artist of the Month programme, in January
we were introduced to Picasso and some of his
great works. A big part of this was learning about
how he used and portrayed emotions in painting.
On our visit, we saw pictures from Picasso’s life
as well as his works. Then we chose one painting
for inspiration and set about making our own
version of it.
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A Valentine full of love
All of the week of Valentine’s Day, we made
crafts, read stories and even did science experiments revolving around the theme of
love. We learnt that Valentine’s Day is about
the affection and love we feel for many people in our life—mummy & daddy, family members, our friends, and, luckily, even our
teachers!
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Pancakes, pancakes everywhere!
Pancake Day, 25 February this year, is definitely a favourite day at the nursery.
This year, we dove deep into the delicious breakfast food: we cut and coloured
paper pancakes, developed chef skills by flipping playdough pancakes, and
then made the real thing. This involved a lot of playing with flour, smelling and
tasting different toppings, and ended with a pancake snack.
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Our foray into space & the Science Museum
The children in the Ladybirds & Montessori rooms (Fulham), and Rainbow room
(Shepherds Bush) spent a week learning about our solar system and space. We
read stories and sang songs about going to space, dressed up as astronauts and
enacted our own journey to the moon. We had lots of activities related to heavenly bodies, including sensory play involving finding stars and planets in cornflour
and rice coloured as dark as space, and making alien rice cake snacks.
To complement this, we visited the Science Museum on 26 February. Here, we
had a wonderful time looking at their space-related displays. In a first, we turned
out to be the youngest class of children that participated in the museum’s Destination Space programme. In this, we learnt all about travelling to and staying at
the International Space Station. The day turned out to be a great adventure of fun
and learning.
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Our space
adventures,
contd.

Staff of the Month

Peers’ choice
Ms Angela’s colleagues appreciate
how hard she works
at the nursery.

Ms Alex has
stepped up her
performance
greatly this month.

Parents’ choice
Ms Aura’s warm, cheerful manner and useful
updates on Parent
Zone get her the most
votes this month.

Ms Angela is also
the parents’
choice for her
happy attitude and
friendly approach.
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