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• Artist of  the month: Picasso 

• Chinese New Year 

• What we’ve been up to 

• Staff  of  the Month: Parents’ & 

Peer choices 

• Gymnastics at the nursery 

January 2020 

In this month’s newsletter: 

Artist of  the Month: Picasso 

This month, the children were intro-

duced to the expressive works of  

Pablo Picasso.  They learnt all about 

painting to reflect our feelings and 

the use of  vivid colours. We even 

made self-portraits inspired by the 

artist’s own works. 
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  Dear Parents, 

     We’ve hit the road running in 2020. The staff  has been busy updating their 

skills, and we’ve been making exciting plans for the children. 

As part of  our ongoing development of  experiences, we are going to increase the 

number of  trips, activities and visits the children can access throughout the year. 

The Montessori children commence with a trip to the Royal Academy on the 3rd 

and 6th February.  They will travel in a small group to view the works of  Picasso 

following their focus on this artist in January as part of  our Artist of  the Month 

programme. In February, they will visit the Science Museum, and in March we 

have been able to secure a larger group visit to the Natural History Museum with 

a puppet show and demonstration. 

Not all the children can attend each visit as we want to ensure that the children 

get the most out of  the experience, and we are also limited to the numbers the 

galleries allow at a time. 

We will continue to take the younger children to the parks and markets regularly, 

and libraries whenever possible. We also welcome any ideas of  places you have 

visited which may suit this this programme. 

We are expanding our curriculum to include woodwork lessons, as well as sci-

ence and nature, and gardening activities. 

Extracurricular activities 

Apologies to the parents at the Willow Vale nursery regarding the football les-

sons.  We have finally managed to get a fixed date from QPR—lessons will recom-

mence on 31st January.  

Ballet, yoga, gymnastics, forest school & Spanish lessons are all part of  our 

weekly enrichment lessons at Little People, and are included in our nursery fees. 

Parents engagement 

We will be placing a suggestion box next month in the reception area at Fulham, 

and by the door at Willow Vale, and this will be checked every month. Please put 

any ideas or suggestions that you think may be useful for you as parents or for 

your child’s benefit – we’re happy to consider them in our managers’ meetings. 

Thank you to all the parents who took part in our recent Staff  of  the Month sur-

vey. We hope to have even more participants next time as we’d like to make this a 

monthly event. The staff  members with the most votes at each nursery will get a 

meal voucher for a well-earned night out. Please let us know why you think they 

stand out in the room—it is a great help to us as a training tool, and, more  

 importantly a huge boost to the staff  member concerned. 



 3 

Newsletter | January 2020 

 Bringing in the Year of  the Rat 

We enjoyed celebrating the Chinese New Year. How could we not, after all 

the fun things we did?  

Painting Chinese letters 

Dressing up & 

playing Chinese 

restaurant, 

where we explore 

the texture of dry 

and soft rice 

First make the  

Chinese pancakes, 

and then eat them! 

Painting our own hats, 

which were then strung 

onto a banner across the 

room, as seen on the cover 

page; and making paper 

lanterns (below) 
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Gymnastics with the Little People 

Every week, Ms Anna from Happy Place 

Childcare leads a gymnastics class with 

the toddlers and older children at our 

nurseries. “They see me walk into the room 

and know why I’m there—I can see how 

excited they are about the session,” she 

says.  

All the jumping, balancing, stretching and 

roly-polies help the children develop agili-

ty, flexibility, coordination and set them on 

the path to an active life. They also learn to 

focus better, and follow instruction. 

Newsletter | January 2020 
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What we’ve been up to at the nurseries 

Practising our stepping 

Playing with pasta of 

different shapes 

We made shortbread 

Learning about 

nocturnal ani-

mals, & enacting 

roles in the tent 

Understanding how 

the water mill works 
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Dressing up in 

fun costumes 

Fizzy alphabets with baking powder & vinegar 

Babies 

yoga time 

Staff  of  the Month 

Peers’ choice 

Ms Teresa’s leadership 

skills & ever-helpful attitude 

makes her popular with her 

teammates 

Parents’ choice 

Ms Marta is appreciated by 

many parents for her kind-

ness and professionalism, 

but this reason is our favour-

ite: “She has more patience 

than 50 mums put together!” 

Ms Georgia, for 

her hard work 

Ms Sarah’s welcom-

ing smile and obvious 

love for the children 

is a favourite with 

children and parents 

alike 

Many thanks to the 46 Fulham parents & 13 Willow Vale parents for their votes & feed-

back. We’d love to see even more votes and participation next month! 


