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NFL Draft 2019 Scouting Report: WR Miles Boykin, 

Notre Dame 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for "Big-WR," a classification we use to separate the more physical, downfield/over-the-

top, heavy-red-zone-threat-type WRs. Our WR-S/"Small-WRs" are profiled by our computer more as slot 

and/or possession-type WRs who are typically less physical and rely more on speed/agility to operate 

underneath the defense and/or use big speed to get open deep...they are not used as weapons in the red 

zone as much.  

  

To better scout Miles Boykin as a pro prospect, I’m going to compare him to  a few other physical ‘freak’ 

WR prospects in the 2019 NFL Draft – Hakeem Butler, N’Keal Harry, and D.K. Metcalf. Boykin was 

probably the shock of them all – a 4.42 40-time at 6’3”+/220 with a stunning 43.5” vertical and 11’8” 

broad jump and a wonderful 6.77 three-cone. For the SPARQ crowd, Boykin registered as the #1 WR in 

SPARQ from the NFL Combine. 

In contrast, mainstream draft analysts pretty much just yawned at Boykin’s Combine efforts, taking an 

occasional pause (during the event) to state what a nice day Boykin was having…and then running back 

to a non-stop plug for how amazing D.K. Metcalf was. The mainstream kinda skipped past Boykin, 

focusing on Metcalf. The draftniks and analytics crowd went, predictably, bonkers in love with Boykin’s 

numbers. 

You would assume that I’m pro-Boykin, if you know me/my work. I’m not against him, but I’m not as in 

love with him after a deeper study…and I’d take N’Keal Harry and Hakeem Butler over Boykin…to set 

the table. I might even think about taking Metcalf over Boykin. 

But…I should love Boykin! My computer models should love him! What’s happening? After a closer look 

at his tape, and then a full run of all the data – I saw a weak output trend and a not-as-great-as-I-

thought WR prospect since previewing him a month or so ago pre-Combine. 

After watching several of his 2018 games, and some of his 2017 work, I would conclude that Miles 

Boykindoes not have the killer instinct, the passion, the toughness, the X-factor to be a star WR in the 

NFL…not like N’Keal Harry or Hakeem Butler. Boykin’s game is very finesse…bordering on bland. 

If you watch a 0:30 second highlight reel of his best work…you’ll love Boykin’s size and ability. However, 

if you watch play after play after play of him against the likes of Clemson/2018 and LSU/2017 – you’ll fall 

asleep…you’ll think you’re getting conned by the Combine numbers. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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I’m not dismissing the Combine numbers, but with Boykin…that’s mostly all we have. Our whole case 

rests on the notion his extreme measurables equals high-impact NFL wide receiver. Except, those same 

measurables didn’t equal it in college…and I think that’s why Boykin’s Combine was such a shock and 

why he wasn’t higher rated going into the Combine – he’s just not that impressive a wide receiver. If you 

watch his entire 2018-19 college playoff game against Clemson…you wouldn’t believe Boykin to be a big 

time WR prospect or capable of the numbers he put up at the Combine. He could hardly separate 

from coverage at all. The Clemson coverage was much more physical with him and he wilted, in my 

opinion. Same against Northwestern, Michigan, Vandy. The more I watched, the more unimpressed with 

him I became. 

All I saw, on tape, was Boykin going deep a lot, but not blowing away coverage. The Notre Dame QBs 

weren’t really looking for him as a go-to…mostly just more of an occasional deep ball shot. I think even 

they internally knew he wasn’t a #1 guy. When Boykin did get some shorter work, I felt like he didn’t 

have a lot of pop running with the ball…more timid and desiring to get out of bounds. 

I liked Boykin more in a short preview of his work, in part because I thought the Notre Dame 2018 

opening day starting QB Brandon Winbush was holding him (and everybody) back. When they replaced 

Winbush with a real QB, Ian Book, Boykin had an initial spike of action (back-to-back 100+ yard games) 

but then the output fizzled down to no games of 85+ yards their final seven games together. Ian Book is 

a pretty good-looking college QB, and he wasn’t relying much on Boykin after the first game or two. 

I was disappointed with what I saw overall with Boykin. I went into this think Boykin might be a sleeper 

#1 WR prospect in the class. I leave wondering if he’s an NFL ‘bust’ ahead. I’m not predicting he will 

bust, but I’m contemplating, wondering about it…I’m not thinking ‘bust’ at all for N’Keal 

Harry or Hakeem Butler. I can’t totally dismiss Boykin because his measurables are killer…maybe he gets 

more aggressive at the next level/lands with the right coaching staff – he has the hands and the feet to 

be an impact player. I just keep seeing in my head a guy (Boykin) who is too easily separated from the 

ball (after he gets his hands on it) on crossing routes and not open that much downfield for a guy so 

fleet of foot. 

Boykin is a quality young man. Well spoken in interviews. Sounds like a doctor or economist when he’s 

speaking. I’m just not sure the real ‘will’ or ‘drive’ is here. His so-so college output shows it, as does his 

tape. His Combine shows something else…and that keeps him in the conversation…but I have concerns 

here, and plenty of better/similar WR prospects available in 2019. 
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Miles Boykin, Through the Lens of Our WR Scouting Algorithm: 
 

In 2016, as a freshman…Boykin was a bit player. In 2017, same thing, but had a great (lucky) catch in 

their bowl game and that kinda set the stage for him to be taken seriously in 2018. His first four games 

of 2018…he had 1-6-1-1 for catches in a game. The six catches were against Ball State, the trio of ‘ones’ 

came against real teams – Michigan, Vandy, Wake Forest.  

After the Wake game, Notre Dame switched QBs to a better player (Ian Book) and Boykin posted 11-

144-1 against Stanford and 8-117-2 against Va. Tech., and things seemed to be turning up but then a 

more subdued 4.8 rec., 63.4 yards, 0.6 TDs per game the rest of the way. It’s not good that Boykin-Book 

did not getting better as the season went on…Book discovering, and going to, other targets to rely upon 

as well. Basically, Boykin had two good/great statistical games and a sweet play late in a bowl game in 

three years at Notre Dame, and a pile of ‘OK’ or ‘nothing’ games.  

I expressed a belief that Boykin is a little finesse/soft in his style. I scouted Metcalf-Brown-Harry-Butler 

before Boykin. Looking at their bodies, at rest, among the group, Boykin looks malnourished. The other 

guys have visible muscles all over and Boykin has visible lack of definition in his arms. Boykin won the 

Combine in many areas, but the bench press was not one of them – the 6th worst bench press tally 

among the 200+ pound WR prospects benching at the Combine. I’m not sure how serious Boykin is 

about out-battling coverage/opponents.  

 

2019 NFL Combine Measurables: 

6’3.6”/220, 9.8” hands, 33.5” arms 

4.42 40-time, 4.07 shuttle, 6.77 three-cone 

12 bench press reps, 43.5” vertical, 11’*” broad 

 

 

The Historical WR Prospects to Whom Miles Boykin Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

The system comparisons are exactly what I feared…an all-star team of mostly-failed ‘finesse’ (too 

finesse/soft) wide receivers. As I watched more and more Boykin tape…Brice Butler was who came to 

my mind – fantastic measurables, but just a deep ball threat because he’s unreliable otherwise.  

Julio Jones on this list is the reason to not totally write off Boykin…perhaps, he flips a switch and 

upgrades his body, etc., and is a better pro than college WR, finally fully utilizing all his natural gifts. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr 

Last First College H H W Power 
Strngth 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

7.869 2019 Boykin Miles Notre Dame 6 3.6 220 6.70 9.57 7.76 

7.137 2014 Janis Jeff Saginaw Valley 6 2.7 219 7.72 9.98 8.57 

5.855 2013 Butler Brice San Diego State 6 3.1 214 6.33 9.59 4.71 

7.606 2017 Davis Robert Georgia St 6 2.5 219 7.63 6.91 6.73 

7.179 2004 Williams Roy Texas 6 2.5 212 4.73 10.36 8.68 

6.268 2008 Schilens Chaz San Diego State 6 4.0 225 9.90 10.77 5.36 

8.627 2012 Hill Stephen Georgia Tech 6 4.0 215 6.05 10.17 8.64 

9.787 2011 Jones Julio Alabama 6 2.8 220 8.83 11.81 8.08 

5.731 2003 Calico Tyrone Middle Tenn St 6 4.0 223 8.24 11.94 9.81 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Big-WR prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where 

we see a stronger correlation of a Big-WR going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is 

more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Big-WR. 

All of the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced. Mixed with all the physical measurement metrics, rated historically in our 

database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size profiling, bench press 

strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, mixed with 

some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/to create separation. 

“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, considering 

the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling for hand size, 

etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and overall this 

projects the combination of performance and physical data for the next level. 
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2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Boykin was a 4th-5th-round prospect pre-Combine, but I’d say he worked himself into the 3rd-

round/top 100 with his Combine work. 

If I were an NFL GM, I’m pretty much out on Boykin. I mean, as a late-round flyer or UDFA…maybe. But 

in the top 100? I could find so many receiver prospects just as talented, and more aggressive. I don’t 

want to spend a lot of NFL time trying to ‘make’ Boykin into a warrior when I can just draft a warrior WR 

prospect. He’s draft-worthy, but I don’t like the value or data top 100. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Perhaps he becomes a successful deep ball specialist in the NFL? I just fear he’s not aggressive enough to 

out-battle NFL DBs…kinda like how Davante Parker was a mess in the NFL – because he was chicken, 

and when I saw that from him in his rookie preseason, I proclaimed it to the world…and they hated 

me/thought I was an idiot for years. Guess who was right? I have an eye for ‘sawft’ WR prospects (and 

aggressive ones).  

I have a feeling Boykin will become a forgotten, disappointing WR that gets a few extra chances due to 

his athleticism (see: Brice Butler and Jeff Janis for recent examples).  
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