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NFL Draft 2017 Scouting Report: RB Jeremy McNichols, 

Boise State 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

  

Jeremy McNichols is Kenneth Dixon. 

There. That was an easy report to file. 

  

Whatever positive thoughts you had about Dixon going into the 2016 NFL Draft…it should hold true for 

McNichols. Both had fantastic seasons of production at mid-major schools. They racked many 100+ 

yards games, they seemingly scored TDs at will, they have good-to-great hands in the passing game (for 

RBs), and both had very solid NFL Combine numbers. 

Whatever negative thoughts you had about Dixon…it holds true for McNichols. You’re not sure you love 

210–215 pound, smaller-in-height running back prospects for the NFL. Sure, they both had great college 

numbers, but come on! It was accomplished in the Mountain West/Conference USA. So it may not even 

really 'count'. 

NFL Combine comparison: 

5′10″/215, 9.5″ hands, 31.4″ arms, 4.56 40-time, 37.5″ vertical, 10′1″ broad, 4.28 shuttle, 6.97 three-

cone = Kenneth Dixon (2016 NFL Combine) 

5′9″/214, 10.0″ hands, 31.5″ arms, 4.49 40-time, 35.5″ vertical, 10′1″ broad, 4.28 shuttle, 6.93 three-

cone = Jeremy McNichols (2017 NFL Combine) 

So, which one of them is the better version of themselves…if I had to pick one? 

I might lean Dixon since I've already seen him look terrific in the pros, but McNichols might do the same 

when he gets his shot. I would say Dixon is a better inside runner…a sixth sense for sidestepping 

defenders like you rarely see in a back his size. Great vision and tough for his size. McNichols has a lot of 

those same traits/skills. He has really bouncy feet and a toughness on par with Dixon. McNichols is 

open-field faster, and Dixon is better between the tackles. Not by much in either case. 
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In the passing game, I’d lean McNichols. A former high school wide receiver, he can play like a slot wide 

receiver if needed. Dixon is really terrific out of the backfield as well, but McNichols may hold a slight 

edge. 

They really are clones of each other from style, to abilities, to productivity. There's not much more I can 

say on the matter…except for when Alvin Kamara is taken way ahead of McNichols and where Dixon 

was selected last year (4th round), I am going to be very nasty about it. Kamara cannot hold Dixon's or 

MicNichols's jocks as NFL prospects. 

Everything you believed about Dixon is transferred to McNichols…including being overlooked in the 

draft and probably being misused/buried by his drafting team. Hell, the Ravens will probably draft 

McNichols…because nothing the Ravens do lately makes any sense to me. 

  

Jeremy McNichols, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

26 and 27 total TDs in a season in the last two seasons. 20 or more rushing TDs each season with a total 

of 10 TDs via the passing game. 

In his last 21 games, McNichols ran for 100 or more yards 16 times. 

In six games against major conference foes and/or in bowl games (vs. Washington, Virginia, Northern 

Illinois/bowl, Washington State, Oregon State, and Baylor/bowl), McNichols averaged 86.8 yards rushing 

and 39.3 yards receiving (126.1 total yards) per game. He scored 13 TDs (2.2 per game) and caught 4.2 

passes per game. 

McNichols scored at least 1 TD in 24 straight games at one from 2015 to 2016. 

Needless to say, McNichols was pretty productive in college… 

  

NFL Combine data… 

5′9″/214, 10.0″ hands, 31.5″ arms 

4.49 40-time, 4.28 shuttle, 6.93 three-cone 

35.5″ vertical, 10′1″ broad, DNP on the bench press because he was scheduled for surgery on a tear in 

his labrum after the Combine. 
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The Historical RB Prospects to Whom Jeremy McNichols Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

Of course, it's Kenneth Dixon. Our system likes McNichols a touch better because of his thicker 

build/frame with slightly better speed-agility to go with that frame. 

 

RB 
Score 

RB-
Re 

RB-
ru 

Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

Power 
Metric 

7.846 9.18 7.12 McNichols Jeremy Boise State 2017 5 8.5 214 4.12 5.46 8.10 

7.251 8.86 7.18 Dixon Kenneth La Tech 2016 5 10.1 215 0.55 3.06 8.64 

6.426 3.03 4.96 Morency Vernand Oklahoma St 2005 5 9.5 212 3.72 5.20 7.57 

6.465 3.38 5.36 Williams Ryan Virginia Tech 2011 5 9.3 212 0.56 6.58 8.36 

10.259 7.83 8.99 Brown Donald Connecticut 2009 5 10.2 210 7.11 8.61 6.19 

5.380 4.86 4.74 Gore Frank Miami, Fla 2005 5 9.3 210 0.39 7.19 4.69 

5.260 5.65 4.59 Darkwa Orleans Tulane 2014 5 11.0 212 0.61 0.34 5.28 

6.103 3.54 4.56 Herron Dan Ohio State 2012 5 9.5 213 -3.42 8.65 8.90 

 

*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

the strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics – then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search – runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

*RB-Re score = New/testing in 2017. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and quantify a 

prospect's receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now make it/thrive 

in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills – it is an individual attribute sought out for the NFL and 

no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving numbers in college in 

relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along with hand size 

measurables, etc. 

*RB-Ru score = New/testing in 2017. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and quantify an 

RB prospect's ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their rushing 

numbers in college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-

agility along with various size measurables, etc. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

 

2017 NFL Draft Outlook: 

ESPN and CBS both project McNichols to go around pick #140–145 in the draft. Dixon went #134 last 

year. Late fourth round makes the most sense. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Kenneth Dixon really played well when given a chance, once healed from an early season MCL sprain. 

However, he just happens to be on a team that is confusing for RB usage. Hopefully, McNichols will find 

a better landing spot. I wouldn’t make Dixon or McNichols my workhorse back, but they would be my 

lead back in the sense that they take about 10 or so carries a game along with 5+ targets per game. 

Hopefully, McNichols lands on a team that will use him like that. 
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