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NFL Draft 2014 Scouting Report: RB Devonta Freeman, 

Florida State 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

  

I never thought I would have to write this report. I mean, what is there to write? What NFL team could 

have possibly seen something in Devonta Freeman enough to draft him? I suppose that a team would 

take an undrafted free agent look, but seriously...no team could ever look at this scouting profile, 

measurables, and game tape, and conclude in today's NFL that Devonta Freeman is RB prospect worthy 

of any type of draft pick. 

The Atlanta Falcons, with pick #103 in the 2014 NFL Draft, and a team seemingly desperate for more 

infusion of talent at the RB position...selected Florida State's Devonta Freeman...on purpose. A much 

more talented RB Andre Williams went 10 picks later. Tom Savage went 32 picks later...but why hoard 

QB talent on the cheap, because QBs grow on trees, right? But 200+ pound RBs who are slow must be 

captured quickly! Arguably, the most physically gifted power-runner in the draft went 101 picks later 

than Freeman (Tyler Gaffney to Carolina). 

Did the Falcons just make this pick to piss me off/divert my attention from the other worse RB plan in 

history: Jacquizz Rodgers? Are they just doing this to mess with me? No one in their right mind drafts, 

and continually plays Jacquizz Rodgers...nobody. Even worse/just as bad, no one could take Devonta 

Freeman in the early 4th-round of the 2014 NFL Draft. The same team did...is the answer to both those 

barbs. 

Now, you are likely to pre-agree with me, if I am getting this unruly about it. Possibly, you are thinking 

I'm a little too harsh, and wondering how bad could this really be? 

My job now is to make the case why I am so worked up about this. I mean, besides the nagging back 

injuries Freeman had during his college days. The data and statistics will do most of the talking here... 

As an aside: I would root for Freeman to be a success. He seems like a nice kid from a tough background 

and has had to overcome a lot of crap. The numbers just do not bear out this possibility in the NFL. 
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Devonta Freeman, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

The measurables are where much of this story is at, but the on-field output is a clue as well. 

Measurables: 

Freeman's official 40-time was a 4.58, not the 4.51 posted in many places (hand timed vs. 

electronic/official). Either speed time is suspect going forward but pushing 4.6 at 205-pounds is NFL 

prospect-death. 4.5+ is a near-death experience as well. The official 1.66 10-yard split is also death on a 

stick. 

Perhaps, his agility measurements will save him? No. His 7.11 three-cone time is not good. His Pro Day 

bench press of 14 reps is below-average. His vertical of 31.5" is junk. His 29.37" arms are comically short. 

   

Performance: 

I know..."But he was such a great college performer!" Really? You've never seen a RB rush for barely 

1,000 yards in a 14-game season with the best team in America? Every decent RB in college, who gets 

the main carries, and plays 13+ games rushes for 1,000+ yards. 

It's comical looking at his 2013 game log. There are three 100+ yard rushing games for Freeman in 2013: 

vs. Nevada, Bethune-Cookman, and Idaho. He had no ACC 100+ yard games. In the ACC, Freeman ran for 

61.0 yards per game on a very bland 4.6 yards per carry. His rushing efforts for his entire career are 

spotty, and unimpressive. 

He has scored 30 rushing TDs in 40 games and had at least one TD in 12 of 14 games in 2013. That's a 

nice statistic. However, what would you expect from the #1 RB on a National Championship team who 

plays in a dying conference...and a team which stacked three awful out-of-conference opponents on the 

schedule? You think that slow, 205-pound body is a future TD-machine in the NFL? 

 

 

The Historical RB Prospects to Whom Devonta Freeman Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

There is almost no chance this ends well as an NFL story. I really have a hard time finding more words to 

express my incredulity at this. I absolutely have no idea what Atlanta is doing here, I really don't. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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RB 
Score 

Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

Power 
Metric 

0.25 Freeman Devonta Florida State 2014 5 8.1 203 -2.28 1.69 4.24 

4.27 White Johnny UNC 2011 5 9.7 209 2.00 1.87 4.13 

5.19 Graham Ray Pitt 2013 5 9.1 199 -14.13 0.24 5.87 

-3.19 Beall Bryce Houston 2012 5 10.6 200 -8.77 -14.97 4.65 

-5.87 Darby Kenneth Alabama 2007 5 10.3 211 -12.58 -8.61 3.94 

 

*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

the strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics – then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search – runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

*RB-Re score = New/testing in 2014. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and quantify a 

prospect's receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now make it/thrive 

in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills – it is an individual attribute sought out for the NFL and 

no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving numbers in college in 

relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along with hand size 

measurables, etc. 

*RB-Ru score = New/testing in 2014. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and quantify an 

RB prospect's ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their rushing 

numbers in college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-

agility along with various size measurables, etc. 

Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 
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2014 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Well, I would have projected 6th-7th-round on name familiarity but would have more cried out for him 

to go undrafted. I would have been wrong. I would have never guessed close to pick #100 in the 2014 

NFL Draft. 

If I were an NFL GM, I would not have even had Freeman on my board. Seriously, there is nothing here. I 

could name 50+ RB prospects as/more talented. He's a terrible NFL-size, before we even get to the 

athletic measurables. There is nothing here to love besides nice TD output...a TD output that will not 

happen in the NFL at 205-pounds. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Well...the Falcons have not come to their senses of Jacquizz Rodgers, so I can only assume the same 

blindness with Freeman going forward. It literally will cost them a win or two per year (which is colossal 

in the NFL) by giving these 'nothing' RBs touches in games, and it going nowhere. Freeman will hang 

with the Falcons for a few years, I'm sure, and then will disappear from the NFL. He will have less impact 

than Jacquizz. 
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