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NFL Draft 2014 Scouting Report: DE Jeremiah Attaochu, 

Georgia Tech 

*Our DL grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

  

Let me walk you through my Jeremiah Attaochu scouting experience...  

He was a 2014 NFL Combine invitee but was unable to participate because of a left finger injury(?). 

Somehow that injury kept him from running and jumping. I think I know why.  

Attaochu had his Pro Day on 3-28-14 and ran a decent 4.58 (reported) 40-time, but had disastrous agility 

times. Like big-time nightmare bad agility for an OLB/DE prospect. I saw those numbers and wrote him 

off as just another un-athletic disappointment for the 2014 NFL Draft (he has 1st-round grades for 

many).  

Once the Pro Day numbers were in, I began my research for this report. I put on the tape, and suddenly 

started asking..."who is this guy?" Who I saw on tape was not who I saw 'on paper'. Attaochu, at times, 

is nearly un-blockable. He is a force coming off the edge as a DE in a 4-3 scheme. If Attaochu had the 

same 'deal with the devil' in the media to hype his every move like Jadeveon Clowney, we would all be 

discussing Attaochu as a top-5 pick in the draft. Clowney is 40-time faster than him (4.53 vs. high 4.5s or 

4.6+), but Attaochu has a much better 10-yard split/burst...and that means more in the DE/OLB game. 

Attaochu is a relentless pass rusher and shows some measured straight-line speed to confirm it.  

So, which is it with Attaochu? Is he the great-looking college pass rusher on film, but not the right 

physical profile for the NFL...or does the tape rule out over the measurables? 

I think the answer is a position change; of sorts.  

Attaochu is listed as a top-5 OLB prospect all over the place. I think that might be misleading. We think 

Attaochu is more DE than OLB and is also more ILB than OLB as well. Attaochu has the straight-line 

speed of a nice OLB, but he has very poor agility. He may find it very difficult to drop into coverage and 

hang with WRs and TEs. Attaochu's game is rushing the passer and hitting people. He is a strong bull 

rusher; a full-speed tackler. He did not appear to take plays off or (like Clowney circa 2013) just single-

mindedly rushes the passer, while forgetting about everything else (like pass coverage and pursuing 

running plays).  

The NFL projection problem arises in that Attaochu is a slightly smaller pure DE prospect (6'3"+, 252-

pounds). He has a talent for rushing the passer in college, but he may get swallowed up a little too much 

in the NFL. He has longer arms, which can make up some of that height gap, but a 250+ pound DE 

against elite 300+ pound O-Lineman is not a great matchup physics wise. It's possible that Attaochu is a 
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great college pass-rusher, but just a mediocre one for the NFL...based on 'profiling'. My eyeballs tell me 

he has something 'extra', a penchant for rushing the passer...and for forcing his way through blockers. 

That is a skill that could serve him as an interesting ILB prospect in a 3-4 defense.  

The physical data says, "caution." The college output and performance results scream, "He might be 

special...don't rule it out."  

Attaochu booked 47 games in his college career, so injuries haven't been a huge factor. However, he 

missed the combine with a finger injury, and has been battling a partially torn hamstring of late as 

well...none of which is helping his draft stock. However, people love his tape so much he is becoming 

resilient to any critique...and is rising up draft boards. 

  

Jeremiah Attaochu, Through the Lens of Our DE Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Jeremiah Attaochu has a great pattern within his college performance, in that he has had his best games 

against the toughest opponents he has faced. In the past two years, he has faced Clemson, Georgia, and 

Virginia Tech twice. His per game output in those six games:  

7.5 total-tackles, 1.7 TFLs, 1.5 sacks per game = Attaochu vs. Clemson, Georgia, Virginia Tech the past 

two years  

In 2012, Georgia Tech faced Florida State in the ACC Championship game, and Attaochu had 9.0 total-

tackles, 2.0 TFLs, and 2.0 sacks.  

In 2013, facing the highly lauded OT prospect Morgan Moses, of Virginia, Attaochu had 4.0 total-tackles, 

2.0 TFLs, and 2.0 sacks.  

Attaochu has been sensational in most every big game he has been in.  

The bad news is that Attaochu has the worst agility metrics in the 2014 DE class (among the top-10+ 

names); by far. The good news is that it may not be that damning, per se. Last year, Jarvis Jones 

butchered about every speed-agility test you could have but looked totally brilliant on tape. He went 

from potential #1 overall pick to #19 because of the poor pre-draft workout, and still made his way into 

the starting lineup for the Steelers in 2013.  

Attaochu's agility numbers are so bad; you almost want to believe they are a mistake being reported. 
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The Historical DE Prospects to Whom Jeremiah Attaochu Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

The NFL DE Jeremiah Attaochu most compares to statistically in college, within our system:  

Attaochu profiles with a lot of big name DE flops in the NFL, which is not a good sign. It's a "who's who" 

of guys drafted highly but are struggling to find a proper position in the NFL...and also struggling to find 

NFL relevance. 

 

DE 
Score 

Last First Yr 
 

College H H W Tackle, 
Strngth 
Metric 

Speed, 
Agility 
Metric 

Pass 
Rush 

Metric 

Tackle 
Metric 

7.54 Attaochu Jeremiah 2014 Ga Tech 6 3.2 252 9.78 4.07 9.36 8.05 

7.32 Mercilus Whitney 2012 Illinois 6 3.2 261 8.95 5.27 8.57 7.90 

5.32 Simon John 2013 Ohio State 6 1.0 257 8.94 6.32 9.16 6.11 

4.31 Ford Jacob 2007 C. Arkansas 6 3.5 249 8.38 4.98 8.07 7.66 

7.07 Brown Everette 2009 Florida State 6 1.4 256 9.81 0.41 6.53 8.09 

1.10 Batten Dan 2010 So Dakota St 6 2.7 246 7.67 2.55 6.48 7.16 

 

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of DEs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL DE. 

All of the DE ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Power-Strength Metrics = A combination of several measurements. An attempt to classify the DE 

prospect as more of a battle-in-the-trenches type of DE, a 'bull-rusher', and/or a DE prospect who has 

some DT capabilities. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, size measurements. A unique measuring 

system to look for DEs who profile more as speed-rush, stand-up DEs, and/or possible OLBs. 

Pass-Rusher Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college performance, graded 

historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an attempt to classify whether a 

particular DE is likely to achieve high sack totals in the NFL. We know the 'system'/scheme the DE goes 

on to play in has a part in future success...but so do the player's skills and performance history. "You 

can't keep a good man/DE down," we'd like to think. 
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Tackling Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college performance, graded historically 

for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an attempt to classify the DE as one more likely 

to be involved in a heavy amount of tackles, tackles for a loss, and forced fumbles. Lower-scoring DEs in 

this subcategory tend to be more pure pass-rushers/specialists. This is also our attempt to quantify, if it's 

possible, the 'toughness' of a player. 

 

2014 NFL Draft Outlook: 

For most, Jeremiah Attaochu is a solid 2nd-round prospect. Others have begun to move him up as a late 

1st-rounder. If you don't look at any tape, you would see the 'on paper' data, and slot Attaochu as a 

2nd+ rounder. If you rely on tape exclusively, then this is 'your guy', and a definite 1st-round steal. There 

are enough 'according to the tape' organizations that Attaochu is probably going to go between picks 

#25 and #40 overall.  

If I were an NFL GM, I'd be torn too. The tape is wonderful, but the measurables are foretelling a 

massive issue. I'd have an interest in adding Attaochu to see if an ILB position might work better, but I 

am probably not going to spend a high pick to find out. If he falls closer to the early 3rd-round+, then I 

would get itchy to pull a trigger. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

We're somewhat at a loss here. We have information on both extremes of the spectrum. I, personally, 

like the notion of Attaochu getting a look as an ILB, in a weak class of ILBs this season. Attaochu belongs 

on an NFL field -- we just think it will be as a DE or ILB, and more a flop as an OLB because of his 

problems in coverage. 
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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