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NFL Draft 2018 Scouting Report: TE Hayden Hurst, 

So. Carolina 

*Our TE grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

**Our TE formulas had some slight changes in the offseason—an adjustment to better identify and value 

TE prospects that are smaller physically and are primed for the era ahead...the era of Jordan Reed and 

Delanie Walker-type TEs. Our historical grades will have changed some on various prospects as well, to 

show their grades by comparison.  

 

Hayden Hurst is a ‘can’t miss’ NFL prospect at tight end. He may not be a ‘great’ prospect or a pro bowl 

talent, but he’s going to be starter-ready as a rookie and he’s going to be a solid performer for any team. 

What people knock Hurst for is what makes him a great prospect, in some respects. People worry that 

he is an older prospect (he’ll be just turning 25 years old as the NFL season starts) but it’s his maturity 

and life experiences that make him the nice prospect…a ‘pro’ not ‘a kid’. When you think of Hurst…you 

think ‘professionalism’ and ‘experience’. 

Hurst was a 17th-round draft pick of the Pittsburgh Pirates in 2012. He was a top 50 prospect for the 

MLB draft, but he priced himself out of consideration/people worried he wouldn’t report to the pros. He 

played two seasons for the Pirates in the minors before turning back to football. 

He walked on at South Carolina, earned his scholarship, and became a top college tight end. He’s been 

named to many lists/awards for academics and for his hard work/hustle/attitude, etc. He’s a team 

captain, leader of men. He’s been in the spotlight as a top baseball prospect and has traveled around as 

a pro baseball player, then as a starting tight end in college, in the SEC. He’s great for the locker room 

and for the entire organization. Almost no chance he is a bust. 

How ‘good’ is he? 

He’s not an ‘A’ tight end prospect but ‘B’ is certainly on the table. He posted ‘good’ Combine numbers 

not ‘great’. His tape is ‘good’ not ‘great’. I don’t mean that as a knock, just for perspective. He’s quick off 

the snap and pretty fluid running routes. He’s not a super athlete that’s going to outrun or outjump 

anyone, but he’s very reliable, sound – good hands, plays smart, and is a willing, solid blocker. 

Hurst is almost always in the right place at the right time. He runs very nice, deceptive ‘sit down’ routes 

– he blasts off the line or leaks out off a faux block and then stops in great spots at crevasses within zone 

defenses and is available for his QB. He’s not going to outrun NFL linebackers to get open. He’s not going 

to outleap them in the red zone. But he will get open and not let you down when the ball is thrown to 

him. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Hurst may not be the kind of tight end who wins people their fantasy leagues, but he is the kind that 

wins NFL teams titles. His all-around quality makes him a higher-grade prospect. There are virtually no 

red flags besides ‘not great’ and ‘older than most prospects’. If you want a ‘winner’, a ‘leader’, one who 

won’t steal your paychecks – Hurst is a legit top 50 overall draft option. 

  

Hayden Hurst, Through the Lens of Our TE Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Hurst didn’t light up the stat sheets at South Carolina with season stat lines of 48-616-1 in 2016 and 44-

559-2 in 2017…just three TDs in 26 games the past two seasons. I would add this caution before judging 

him too harshly on the output… South Carolina had a terrible passing game the past two seasons. 12 TD 

passes in 2016, 18 TDs in 2017. They preferred to run the ball near the goal line and have Hurst as a 

blocker for it. 

Just to push Hurst as a capable athlete – South Carolina had him run the ball 10 times in 2017…a short-

yardage weapon/twist. He also threw two passes in his college career. The team recognized that Hurst 

has skills to do different things on top of being a classic tight end. 

  

2018 NFL Combine measurables… 

6′4.4″/250, 9.75″ hands, 32.75″ arms 

4.67 40-time, 2.71 20-yard, 1.63 10-yard 

31.5″ vertical, 10’0″ broad jump, n/a bench press 

 

 

 

 

The Historical TE Prospects to Whom Hayden Hurst Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

If I could put Todd Heap, Jack Doyle, and Travis Kelce in a blender…the outcome would be Hayden 

Hurst. He’s more like Travis Kelce to me than any of the three. We had weaker grades on Kelce because 

he couldn’t run pre-draft at the Combine due to a hernia injury and his Pro Day was solid not great…but 

he may not have been fully ready to roll at that Pro Day either. We whiffed on Kelce. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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TE 
Grade 

TE-
Reed 

Last First Yr College H H W Spd-
Agil 

Metric 

Strgth 
Blxing 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

7.838 6.61 Hurst Hayden 2018 So. Carolina 6 4.4 250 7.02 7.62 7.42 

8.674 5.33 Heap Todd 2001 Arizona State 6 4.5 252 6.27 7.56 8.20 

6.641 3.05 Doyle Jack 2013 W. Kentucky 6 5.0 254 5.32 7.04 8.15 

5.102 2.46 Kelce Travis 2013 Cincinnati 6 5.2 255 5.83 7.67 9.50 

5.761 3.88 Hooper Austin 2016 Stanford 6 3.6 254 5.71 8.34 7.71 

5.875 2.02 Carlson John 2008 Notre Dame 6 5.1 251 4.37 6.29 7.62 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a TE prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where we see 

a stronger correlation of TEs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more 

rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL TE. 

All of the TE ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

**The ‘TE-Reed’ score is in honor of Jordan Reed’s 2015 season…looking at TEs in a different 

manner—the smaller, speedy receiving threats. 

“Speed-Agility Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, 

mixed with some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Power-Strength Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size profiling, bench 

press strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Hands Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, 

considering the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling 

for hand size, etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and 

project the combination of data for receiving success at the next level. 

 

 

2018 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I think many NFL evaluators agree that Hurst is a 2nd-round TE prospect…possibly the best TE prospect 

in the draft class. I can’t disagree. He’s not as athletic as Mike Gesicki but he’s twice the player on the 

field. A much tougher TE than Gesicki. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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If I were an NFL GM, and I were desperate at tight end…I could see reaching for Hurst in the top 30–40 

overall in the draft. Most of the top TE names in the draft come with some risk/question marks. Hurst 

has none. I don’t like taking tight ends top 50 unless they are ‘wow’, but Hurst is such quality across the 

board, I would make an exception. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Hurst is going to be a quality tight end for some NFL team for several years, and probably right off the 

bat. He’s just a quality, experienced prospect that’s not going to let a team down. 

 

 

 

Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 

 

 

Signature__________________________________________ Date_____________________ 

 

3/22/2018 
 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
mailto:rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com

