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NFL Draft 2018 Scouting Report: WR Justin Watson, 

Penn 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for "Big-WR," a classification we use to separate the more physical, downfield/over-the-

top, heavy-red-zone-threat-type WRs. Our WR-S/"Small-WRs" are profiled by our computer more as slot 

and/or possession-type WRs who are less typically physical and rely more on speed/agility to operate 

underneath the defense and/or use big speed to get open deep...they are not used as weapons in the red 

zone as much.  

  

Justin Watson is going to be a favorite sleeper prospect for EVERYBODY. He has nothing but ‘things’ to 

love from every scouting angle and really no glaring negatives.  

Analytics and SPARQ people will love his 4.42 40-time with a 40.0” vertical and 20 bench reps at 

6’2”+/215. ‘Market share’ people will love his 14 TD catches out of the 19 TD passes thrown by Penn 

QBs last season. ‘Football people’, old school scouts – they will love his smarts (“he’s an Ivy leaguer”) 

and his hard hat and lunch pail approach to the game. Watson is good looking, a dominant performer in 

his division/level, he has NFL athleticism as measured at his Pro Day, he’s super-smart and well-

mannered. You want your daughter (or son, where legal) to marry him. 

I’m not any different. I scouted him some before the East-West game, watched some of his work at the 

East-West week, and then more watching him at the Senior Bowl week. I saw the same guy over and 

over – Chris Hogan and Cooper Kupp (more so Hogan). Good-great feet off the snap. Reliable hands. 

Hard working. Better athlete than given credit. A nice size-athleticism-professionalism package. 

Watson is really without a major flaw. 

So, why wasn’t he invited to the NFL Combine? I have no idea. It’s one of the dumbest things they’ve 

done since not inviting Jatavis Brown or Tyrell Williams. 

But I know this… If you don’t get invited to the Combine…you’re not going to be drafted in the top 

100…almostassuredly. Which makes it a travesty that Watson will get this label affixed to him -- because 

he deserves to be mentioned with the top WR prospects in this draft…among the top 10. 

If you name an attribute – Watson’s going to be above average/top tier in it. He’s measured faster than 

most WR prospects in this draft. He’s certainly smarter than most. He has better hands than most. His 

production, his ‘market share’ are off the charts. However, that’s not the way this all works… 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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You think this is a level playing field situation (the draft) where the cream rises…this NFL Draft process. 

Nope. For everyone trying to evaluate prospects on their merits, there are more people bought and paid 

for by ‘big football’ – big college football. Not a crime against any individual on purpose, just a general 

bias for major conference schools…and thus against smaller school conferences and lesser divisions, 

especially FCS and D2-3. All the hype for years is about the major conference guys for CFB TV ratings 

(and why wouldn’t they hype them)…so analysts get very familiar with these guys. Plus, you want to stay 

‘in good’ with the Alabamas andNotre Dames, etc. 

So, Watson will get some polite ‘look out for this guy’ while people fawn over slower-than, not-as-

strong-as, not as tall as, not as thick as, not as big of hands or long of arms as, not as technically sound 

as, not-as-smart-as-Justin Watson WR prospect Calvin Ridley. You see, Ridley went to Alabama…and 

that’s all that you need to know – so a likely top 20 draft pick. Watson…lucky to go top 150; he may not 

even get drafted. It’s a crime, in a sense. Watson deserves better. 

You can see it on paper and see on tape…Watson is a good WR. He dominated Ivy League DBs…and 

if he’dhad better QB play, he might have scored 20+ TDs last season. You or I run the risk of getting 

head-faked by him dominating Ivy Leaguers on tape; it is a risk. However, I saw him work just fine 

against East-West Shrine and Senior Bowl D1 DBs all week long. He’s fine. 

Watson isn’t a ‘next superstar’ type of ‘freak’ WR…he’s just really good, really athletic, really sound 

fundamentally. He’s somewhat of a ‘won’t bust’, high floor player. He might not be an ‘A’ but he won’t 

be a D-F grade waste of time/bust. 

  

 

 

Justin Watson, Through the Lens of Our WR Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Over the past three seasons, Penn Quakers QB have thrown 60 TDs passes in 30 games. Watson has 

caught 31 (51.7%) of those passes. 

Watson has posted 1,000+ yards in three straight seasons. 

The numbers are eyepopping and established that Watson was dominant at the Ivy League level…which 

is what you want to see from a legit NFL WR prospect. Quite frankly, had there been better QB 

play…Watson probably would have had even more massive output numbers. He virtually got open 

whenever he wanted. He saw a lot of double teams as well…which also put a minor cap on his numbers. 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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2018 Pro Day and (east-West Shrine) Measurables… 

6’2.5”/21, 9.25” hands, 33.5” arms (pretty long arms/reach) 

4.42 40-time, 4.19 shuttle, 7.00 three-cone 

20 bench press reps, 40.0” vertical, 10’4” broad jump 

 

 

The Historical WR Prospects to Whom Justin Watson Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

You think about Justin Watson and Corey Davis…Watson is bigger, more athletic, and more 

dominant…and a better technician/at least as-good – but the NFL conned themselves into Davis as a top 

10 draft pick…and they won’t go to bat for Watson anywhere near that level. It probably speaks more to 

how weak a high pick prospect Davis is big picture; not weak but overrated. *Somehow Corey Davis 

broke the smaller-school bias, but WMU had a top 10-15 season in 2016.  

I like the Jordan Matthews comp…dominant college WRs, serious craftsman, above-average athletes. 

Go look at Matthews’ first two seasons with Philly before he got hurt -- he was an ace pretty quickly as a 

rookie. By comparison, Corey Davis looked like he’d never played football too much of the time during 

his rookie season. 

  

WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr 

Last First College H H W Power 
Strngth 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

8.065 2018 Watson Justin Penn   6 2.5 215 7.17 7.38 8.83 

11.160 2014 Matthews Jordan Vanderbilt 6 3.1 212 6.89 7.65 11.56 

8.583 2014 Latimer Cody Indiana 6 2.4 215 8.60 7.03 9.53 

8.721 2017 Davis Corey W. Michigan 6 2.6 209 5.12 6.54 9.36 

5.019 2016 Louis Ricardo Auburn 6 1.6 215 7.95 4.93 7.66 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Big-WR prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where 

we see a stronger correlation of a Big-WR going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is 

more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Big-WR. 

All of the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced. Mixed with all the physical measurement metrics, rated historically in our 

database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size profiling, bench press 

strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, mixed with 

some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/to create separation. 

“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, considering 

the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling for hand size, 

etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and overall this 

projects the combination of performance and physical data for the next level. 

 

2018 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Moved from UDFA to 5th-to-7th round in the draft. I’ll project 5th, but he should be taken ahead of a lot 

of many higher regarded receivers in this draft. 

If I were an NFL GM, and I wanted WR talent to work with and/or immediate depth…Watson is a steal 

past pick 150+.  

 

NFL Outlook:    

Watson is likely to get the non-Combine invite treatment/mild snub by the NFL. He’ll have to scrap his 

way to a roster and put his body at-risk as a special teamer to make it…while other overrated, diva WR 

prospects in this class are handed everything on a silver platter. Watson will be better for it and become 

a solid player when he gets the chance…and he’ll get better with time/age. 
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 

 

 

Signature__________________________________________ Date_____________________ 

 

3/21/2018 
 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
mailto:rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com

