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NFL Draft 2018 Scouting Report: RB Royce Freeman, 

Oregon 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

 

Somehow, Royce Freeman has produced a terrific NFL prospect profile as a power runner and was a 
very successful runner for four years in college…but is totally lost in the Saquon Barkley shuffle of RB 
prospects for the 2018 NFL Draft. In other years, Freeman might be a debatable 1st-round RB. This year, 
right now, I see him projected as low as the 5th round. 

Freeman is 5′11″+/229 pounds and all I can think of to describe him quickly is – he’s a ‘professional RB’. 
He was a five-star recruit for Oregon, and he walked right in, rushed for 1,365 yards and 18 TDs, and 
won PAC-12 Freshman of the Year. He followed that up with an 1,836 yards rushing season as a 
sophomore…2,184 total yards from scrimmage and 19 TDs. He’s 6th all-time in the NCAA for rushing 
yards and 10th all-time in TDs.   

Freeman went from great high school running back to great college running back to ‘not Saquon Barkley, 
so we don’t care’. I was watching some of his high school tape by chance – he looked like an NFL RB as 
an 18-year-old. He looked like a pro RB every year of his career at Oregon. He just ‘knows what he’s 
doing’. 

I say Freeman ‘knows what he’s doing’/I call him a ‘professional RB’ because of the way he runs the ball 
– he’s patient, never jittery, finds the slices available between the tackles. He runs with confidence and 
purpose…he takes what he’s given. He’s tough to bring down at 229 pounds and he can punch the 
accelerator when he has the opening. Considering his size and ability – he’s almost without flaw as an 
NFL RB prospect between the tackles. 

Watching Freeman on tape – it’s the same guy almost every game. Oregon spread offense, taking RPO 
handoffs and slicing and dicing his way to success. As Oregon changed/got worse during his career there 
through a couple of coaching changes, Freeman just rolled with the punches. When Oregon tried a more 
traditional offense at times in 2017…Freeman did fine taking handoffs as a single setback. 
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Freeman caught 79 passes over his career…not a ton in his 51 games as a starter, but the Oregon 
offense didn’t feature throws to the RB as much. He seems to have displayed good hands when asked 
and seemed fine at the NFL Combine workouts in the passing drills. 

Freeman is a quality person – you’re not getting any off-field trouble. You’re getting a team captain and 
a team-first guy. He gets dinged for skipping his 2017 bowl game, but I get when players do that, 
especially RBs…especially when nothing is on the line – Oregon had a weak season, went to a nothing 
bowl, and had another head coaching change before it. I don’t blame Freeman a bit for skipping. His 
teammates were with him and he was involved with the team on the sidelines during the game. There is 
no issue with Freeman off the field. He’s smart, sound, and personable. 

  

Royce Freeman, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Freeman’s best two seasons were as a freshman and sophomore…the residuals from the Chip Kelly era 

handed off to Mark Helfrich. Oregon sunk in talent in 2016 and then had a new coach/system in 

2017…and Freeman’s numbers were good but not as spectacular as they were in his first two seasons. 

The truth lies in-between. He was helped a bit with the high-powered run game post-Chip Kelly and 

wasn’t as down as it seemed during the last two seasons of turmoil for Oregon. 

51 games…33 games with 100+ rushing yards in a game. 39 of the 51 with 100+ total yards from 

scrimmage. He scored at least one TD in 42 of his 51 games. 

Any way you slice it, Freeman was just a pro at his job. 

Washington had the toughest defense in the PAC-12 during his time, and he averaged 119.8 yards 

rushing per game, 1.0 rushing TDs per game, and 5.3 yards per carry with three 100+ yard rushing 

efforts. 

Note – Freeman lost just 4 fumbles in over 1,000+ college touches over his career. Like I said, 

“Professional.” 

  

NFL Combine measurables… 

5′11.4″/229, 32.0″ arms, 9.5″ hands 

4.54 40-time, 6.90 three-cone, 4.16 shuttle 

17 bench reps, 34.0″ vertical, 9′10″ broad jump 
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The Historical RB Prospects to Whom R. Freeman Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Toby Gerhart was a pretty good NFL running back at one time – and had a big-time PAC-12 career too. 
Gerhart and Freeman have some similarities in style/ability. Jalen Parmele was a pretty good RB 
prospect as well, but injury prevented the world from finding out. 

Todd Gurley as a comp? Gurley runs much tougher, is a bit faster, and a much better receiver. But there 
is some similarity in ability between the tackles and size/toughness. Hard comparing many to Gurley. 

 

RB 
Score 

RB-Re RB-ru Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

Power 
Metric 

8.588 4.79 7.21 Freeman Royce Oregon 2018 5 11.4 229 7.24 8.10 8.32 

10.679 6.82 10.42 Gerhart  Toby Stanford 2010 6 0.0 231 7.63 8.36 10.31 

8.421 7.40 8.03 Parmele  Jalen Toledo 2008 5 11.4 224 9.79 7.50 7.04 

10.466 12.40 10.34 Gurley Todd Georgia 2014 6 0.3 228 11.14 14.43 8.05 

6.193 2.15 5.33 McCants Ryan Oregon St 2012 6 1.4 234 4.15 4.85 9.89 

 

*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0-10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics—then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search—runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

*RB-Re score = New/testing starting in 2015. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and 

quantify a prospect’s receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now 

make it/thrive in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills—it is an individual attribute sought out 

for the NFL and no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving 

numbers in college in relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along 

with hand-size measurables, etc. 
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*RB-Ru score = New/testing starting in 2015. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and 

quantify an RB prospect’s ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their 

rushing numbers in college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling 

size-speed-agility along with various size measurables, etc. 

Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

 

2018 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I see Freeman projected between the 3rd and 5th rounds, so I’ll split the difference and guess he goes in 
the 4th round. Samaje Perine was a similar good/great prospect and went in the 5th round in 2017. 

If I were an NFL GM, I’m all over Freeman falling past pick 100+…if I were in need of a running back. 
Freeman may not be an A+ athlete, but he’s a B+, at least, and a low floor to bust because he’s so good 
at what he does. He could be a quality, underappreciated RB for a long time in the NFL…like a Frank 
Gore. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Because Freeman will go middle of the draft…he won’t be expected to start right away and/or may join 
a team with an established star in place…and then it’s a few years before he gets his chance. When 
Freeman is unleashed, he’s going to be a reliable starter for a long time. 

In my book, he’s a perfect fit for Seattle and Brian Schottenheimer – quality kid (as they are changing 
their culture up there in Seattle now), powerful, one-cut runner, and local star.  
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