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NFL Draft 2017 Scouting Report: TE Adam Shaheen, 

Ashland 

*Our TE grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

**Our TE formulas had some slight changes in the offseason—an adjustment to better identify and value 

TE prospects that are smaller physically and are primed for the era ahead...the era of Jordan Reed and 

Delanie Walker-type TEs. Our historical grades will have changed some on various prospects as well, to 

show their grades by comparison.  

 

Adam Shaheen has caught draft 'fire', oddly. It's rare that you’d see a guy go from a low-level school like 

Ashland, and then watch him not blow anyone away at the NFL Combine (but he was OK)…and then see 

him rise from a day three prospect to a top 60 one just a few weeks later. 

What I think is driving the sudden 'love' for Shaheen is twofold… 

1) Mainstream football analysts seem to have some unwritten rule that tight ends are not allowed to be 

highly valued in a draft. Several teams need them. Analysts complain about teams needing them, and 

yet they bristle at the thought of tight ends going highly in a draft. They're making an exception for O.J. 

Howard but they're even upset about that….and trying to say he won’t be in the top 10–15 overall (he 

will be, book it). 

When the media sees tight ends as the lowest form of draft asset, just above kicker, then what the 

analysts do is jam them all in the second and third round. In their mind: none to be taken first 

round, and then 10–15 of them taken in the second and third. 

Shockingly, mainstream football analysts make no sense once again. But they are 

consistent/predictable. 

2) Shaheen seems like he is good. 

I meant that the way it is written. No one has any idea how good he might be because all we've seen is 

Shaheen working the lowest level of college football and doing well. He tested solidly at the NFL 

Combine. Seems like he's fine, no? The clincher…he's really tall, 6′6.4″. Solid Combine, tall, and 

mysterious…that's a second-rounder if I've ever seen it!! 

So far, the mainstream has tried to push Gerald Everett, Jake Butt, and Jordan Leggett into the second 

round. Now, that those three prospects are fading…someone has to fill the void. Enter super-tall Adam 

Shaheen. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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I see the data. I can read. 6′6″+/278 and tested fairly athletic at the NFL Combine…makes sense. I get it. I 

think you have to take him seriously based on that data. What I'm hung up on is watching him play. My 

eyes aren’t happy, and that's the worst kind of scouting…visual. I would have never guessed Shaheen as 

being 6′6″ or having a 4.79 40-time or a 7.09 three-cone. His speed/agility isn't world class among tight 

ends, but it's not bad…and it's really nice for his size. I just see a much stiffer player when I watch him on 

tape. You’d think he would have just humiliated the opposition on every other play. I didn’t see it. I saw 

a good, big tight end who was a little bigger and faster than the other guys. He didn’t leap off the screen. 

All the data points point towards a top 75 overall player in the draft. A former D2 basketball player of 

little regard. His school closed the basketball program and he transitioned to Ashland as a walk-on for 

football. He scored 16 TDs last season; he was great for his level. He was an academic All-American…a 

3.9 GPA in finance. His hands seem solid. His body is what you want in the NFL. To the best you can tell, 

he's going to work as a pro. 

More NFL teams are looking for Adam Shaheen types than they are for Evan Engram (small, speedy) 

types. This draft has so many unique tight end prospects – it's wild and wonderful. When teams start 

throwing darts at tight ends after O.J. Howard…Adam Shaheen is the kind of size, look that old school 

coaches desire. I would not be shocked if Shaheen is the second TE prospect off the board this year 

because Shaheen fits the mold as a traditional tight end, and he has such an incredible size-athleticism 

combo that it's hard to even compare him historically. 

How will Shaheen hold up at the advanced NFL level, compared to what he saw in D2 play? It may take a 

year or two, but I bet he'll be fine. I don’t see the next great NFL tight end in Shaheen, but I don’t really 

see any red flags either. If you’re going to take a shot on a tight end in this draft…why not the 6′6″/278 

guy who has good feet? Really, that's what his high draft stock will come down to. The only argument 

against him is 'inexperience' and 'level of play'. 

  

Adam Shaheen, Through the Lens of Our TE Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Here's a trend that would scare me… 

In Shaheen's first six games in 2016, he was a breakout star – 7.0 catches for 116.8 yards and 1.8 TDs per 

game. In his final five games, once teams seem to get wise to him – 3.0 catches for 33.2 yards and 1.0 

TDs per game. His numbers were cut in half+. You'd think he would have dominated 

throughout…without even trying? 

I never really saw Shaheen 'dominating'. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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I look at Shaheen, and I look at Toledo's Michael Roberts – similar 'big' tight ends, who both scored 16 

TDs last season. Roberts 'wows' me…every time I see him play he does something that gets my 

attention. Never/rarely with Shaheen. 

  

NFL Combine data… 

6′6.4″/278, 33.3″ arms, 9.6″ hands 

4.79 40-time, 1.72 10-yard, 4.39 shuttle, 7.09 three-cone 

24 bench reps, 32.5″ vertical, 10′1″ broad jump 

  

Shaheen's college stats on GLIAC website: http://www.gliac.org/sports/fball/2016-

17/players/adamshaheenaygx?view=gamelog&pos=wr 

 

 

The Historical TE Prospects to Whom Adam Shaheen Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Yes, Brad Cottam and Troy Niklas are who Shaheen remind me a little of. Bigger guys, decent receivers, 

nice targets with their height. Injuries and underwhelming performance is their calling card so far. 

 

TE 
Grade 

TE-
Reed 

Last First Yr College H H W Spd-
Agil 

Metric 

Strgth 
Blxing 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

7.617 -3.56 Shaheen Adam 2017 Ashland 6 6.4 278 3.06 9.45 7.60 

3.712 -7.57 Cottam Brad 2008 Tennessee 6 7.4 270 5.27 10.66 4.41 

2.695 -10.32 Niklas Troy 2014 Notre Dame 6 6.4 270 -1.20 11.08 7.99 

3.157 -0.33 Kasa Nick 2013 Colorado 6 5.5 269 5.29 11.53 9.06 

4.820 -7.31 Gathers Rico 2016 Baylor 6 6.2 273 -0.82 9.62 7.20 

9.097 -0.34 Sef-Jenk Austin 2014 Washington 6 5.4 270 7.00 10.07 10.07 

1.689 -8.22 Jacobs Nic 2014 McNeese St 6 4.6 269 -1.42 10.42 4.58 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a TE prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where we see 

a stronger correlation of TEs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more 

rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL TE. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
http://www.gliac.org/sports/fball/2016-17/players/adamshaheenaygx?view=gamelog&pos=wr
http://www.gliac.org/sports/fball/2016-17/players/adamshaheenaygx?view=gamelog&pos=wr
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All of the TE ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

**The ‘TE-Reed’ score is in honor of Jordan Reed’s 2015 season…looking at TEs in a different 

manner—the smaller, speedy receiving threats. 

“Speed-Agility Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, 

mixed with some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Power-Strength Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size profiling, bench 

press strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Hands Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, 

considering the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling 

for hand size, etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and 

project the combination of data for receiving success at the next level. 

 

 

2017 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I think Shaheen is a lock for the second round, as most mock drafts now have him projected. It just 

makes too much sense. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

He will get fans all excited as a second-round pick when they see his height and athleticism, and then 2–

3 years from now they'll mostly forget who he was. Troy Niklas was a nice TE prospect and went #52 

overall in 2014. I had to check to see if he was still in the NFL today (he is). 
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 

 

 

Signature__________________________________________ Date_____________________ 

 

4/14/2017 
 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
mailto:rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com

