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NFL Draft 2016 Scouting Report: OLB Myles Jack, UCLA 

*Our LB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

 

I’m trying to get my arms around the ultra-enthusiasm for Myles Jack in the 2016 NFL Draft. After 

watching his tape and looking over his performance data and his incomplete workout data—I can see 

why people would proclaim him the best football player in this draft, but I can also see why some would 

question him. 

What’s the ‘elevator speech’ argument for Myles Jack as the best in this class? My gut tells me that 

most people would say he’s a versatile athlete who moves like none other (at his size), so great a college 

athlete that he was even a successful running back. Jack played inside and outside linebacker, 

cornerback, safety, rushed off the edge, and was a successful running back at times for UCLA (doing all 

this in only 29 total college games). He’s like five prospects in one…who doesn’t love that bargain? My 

first question off of that is…then why wasn’t Shaq Thompson pushed more by the media, and then 

taken in the top 10 overall last year? 

You remember Shaq Thompson, right? The last PAC-12 do-it-all prospect from 2015? Thompson was a 

tremendous linebacker, safety, and jumped in to play some running back and reeled off 100+ yard 

rushing games like it was nothing. He recovered four fumbles and returned two of them for TDs in his 

final season of college play. He did it all, plus he was a major league baseball prospect—drafted by the 

Boston Red Sox and played for their lower minor leagues for part of a summer…and then returned to 

football. Why did we not all proclaim Shaq Thompson as one of the handful of best overall prospects 

last year? He performed/tallied numbers in the PAC-12 similar to what Myles Jack did. His tape was 

arguable as impressive as Jack’s is…so what happened? 

I’ll tell you what happen—Thompson went to the NFL Combine and ran a slower 40-time than people 

expected…his draft stock began to slide. To me, one of the best football players in the 2015 NFL Draft, 

was overlooked to a degree (some would say ‘exposed’)…penalized because of not living up to NFL 

Combine expectations from the TV commentators. What happened to Shaq Thompson is one of the 

reasons why the NFL Combine event is about to fall into the dustbin of history within the next few years. 

Why should a guy play his ass off, produce at multiple positions in a major conference…only to have 

football people turn their nose up at his 40-time being a little higher than ‘they’ expected? 

Why do you think most every major prospect skipped events and drills at the NFL Combine in 2016, 

like Myles Jack did? These top prospects know darn well what they can do in a 40-yard dash or bench 

press, etc. before they ever arrive at the NFL Combine. They’ve been tested and retested a billion times 

in their working out prep. They skip doing things at the Combine so that they do not get exposed to the 

scrutiny, fair or unfair, like a Shaq Thompson did (and many others). When experts watch football tape, 
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they really see what they want to see. Analysts always think the players they like/love are going to run 

faster at the NFL Combine. Players they aren’t as familiar with (if they didn’t play at a top 5 ranked 

school, basically), when those players run impressive times in various drills, they’re always the surprise, 

the shock, the sleeper of the NFL Draft soon after. Why didn’t the experts know about these players 

beforehand? 

Experts are human, and they are very much suckers for major conference players of whom ESPN, and 

others, jam cool highlights down our throats all season to get us to watch college football games. The 

thing about TV shows is you have to have heroes and villains. You have to have a reason to watch. Thus, 

a Johnny Manziel or Jadeveon Clowney are made into mythical gods, but end up players the experts 

would like you to forget that they got suckered by. It’s hard to study tape alone. There is a gift to it, plus 

it takes a tremendous amount of time. It’s not so much watching Myles Jack’s tape (for example), as it is 

having watched 20–30 other outside linebackers in depth in this draft class, as well as studying 20-30 of 

them in detail for the last 5–10+ years…a virtual catalog in your head to compare and contrast. Not 

everyone has that time, or the gift to see ‘it’ if they have the time. 

With that, how sure are you that Myles Jack is the greatest athlete you’ve ever seen as a linebacker? 

How sure are you the experts know what they’re talking about from just watching tape? Because Jack 

has not run a recorded 40-time in 2015…so is he really the athlete ‘they’ say he is? How often have the 

experts let you down time and time again? 

All my posturing aside, this doesn’t mean the football world is wrong about Myles Jack, but I at least 

want to place on the table that there is an air of hysteria created by the unknown here. Jack skipped 

running speed and agility drills at the NFL Combine, but then also snubbed everyone at his Pro Day by 

not doing them either. He has an excuse, because he’s coming off knee ligament 

damage/surgery/rehab. However, he seems well enough to participate in the vertical jump and broad 

jump and work out in the positional drills. The fact that he keeps skipping out on his running and agility 

times, and does everything else, should raise questions. I don’t care what experts think about his 

positional drill movements, and how fluid he looked—they have proven time and time again that they 

have no idea what they’re looking at. The mind plays tricks on us. We see what we want to see. 

Without the data, we are left to fill in our own blanks as to just how ultra-fast Myles Jack is. If, in reality, 

he timed like Shaq Thompson did--Jack would fall out of the top 10 overall. He would draw more 

scrutiny with mediocre times. When experts just fill in the blanks on missing speed-agility times, and 

when they’ve already made up their minds from group-think anyway—then he has to be considered a 

top 5 overall pick…maybe even the #1 overall. He’s becoming a ‘legend’; possibly an urban myth. 

So which is it? Is Miles Jack arguably the single best prospect in this draft, or is he a bit of a media 

sensation/creation? 

I’ll share what I see with his tape and data… 
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If you just judge Myles Jack as an athlete, and just stare at him while he’s moving around on a football 

field…it’s impressive. He does appear to move around at a different speed, a different agility, a different 

fluidity than most human beings his size. He almost looks like a puffed-up Patrick Peterson. When I 

watch Patrick Peterson in coverage, it’s almost unfair. He is so much more an athlete then his opposing 

wide receiver, with a thicker, sturdier frame than most cornerbacks…he’s almost the perfect cover 

corner. Faster, bigger, stronger than his opponent. I get a sense of that from Myles Jack on tape, a guy 

who is just physically superior to most of the other players. 

However, when I watch the tape on Jack looking for actual production…I’m left wanting a little. Here is 

this 240+ pound man moving around gracefully like a nimble, 200-pound cover corner, but what is he 

really doing? When someone tells you he’s the greatest, most athletic linebacker they’ve ever seen…you 

probably have images conjured that he’s tackling everyone all over the field, but can drop back in the 

pass coverage nicely, and also scares quarterbacks with the surprise pass rush. You get an image that 

he’s a better version of Luke Kuechly and Khalil Mack all rolled up into one. On tape, Jack’s nothing like 

Kuechly or Mack. 

On tape, Myles Jack is mostly dropping back into coverage. He sits like a centerfielder at linebacker and 

reacts to things going on. If it’s a running play, he’s usually not the first one into the fray. He’s no 

wrecking-ball tackling machine all over the field. If it’s a pass play, if he chooses to cover a receiver or 

tight end one on one, he’s going to stick with them like glue. You can see the athleticism…and it’s 

impressive for his size how fluidly he moves in coverage. It’s what he does when he lines up as a 3-4 

scheme OLB or rush end that should scare you. 

I started noticing it after the second or third game tape of his that I watched. Every time Jack lined up on 

the edge, and tried to rush the backfield, he was almost always gobbled up by the right or left tackle. He 

was absorbed by blockers almost 100% of the time. You would think the greatest linebacker athlete 

known to mankind would be a wrecking ball when he decided to surge into the backfield. He was 

nothing like that. Did you know that Jack has 1.0 sacks total in his college career…that one sack coming 

as a freshman? 15.0 career TFLs in 29 games…that’s not jaw-dropping for high-end OLB prospects. Those 

are terrible numbers for top tier prospects. No one who is supposedly that fast and quick, who 

sporadically surprises teams by lining up on the edge to rush the backfield should have such terrible 

behind-the-line-of-scrimmage numbers—if they’re considered the greatest linebacker athlete the planet 

has ever known. Some of the lack of ‘numbers’ can be blamed on the fact that he drops into coverage a 

lot. 

I walked away from the tape study, as well as looking at Jack’s real output numbers, thinking that I’m 

seeing a giant linebacker/safety hybrid. Usually, people speak of that emerging hybrid position in terms 

of a safety who is so big and quick that they can actually play some linebacker. In this case, it’s a noted 

linebacker…who is linebacker big, but is so quick and gifted in coverage that you end up using him like a 

defensive back…a 180 on the hybrid though process, if you will. What I really see with Myles Jack is a 

gigantic free safety. As a giant free safety who will be able to cover tight ends like no other and should 
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be able to chase down plays east to west as running backs squirt out of the backfield…if you 

consider Myles Jack a bigger, less gifted tackling version of Deone Bucannon, then you are probably 

looking at a top 10–20 prospect. 

If you think that Myles Jack is the better OLB version of Anthony Barr, former UCLA star and highly 

drafted prospect, you’re mistaken. Myles Jack looks the part of a true outside linebacker who can rush 

the quarterback and make tackles all over…except he did little of that in college. His game, his passion, 

seems to be dropping back in the coverage and shutting down a passing game weapon. He did so with 

ease. 

I wouldn’t call Myles Jack an all-world linebacker prospect, as much as I would call him an all-world 

hybrid linebacker/safety/corner...and more because of his cover skills than anything else. Where you 

might rank Deone Bucannon or Byron Jones for a draft is where you might rank Myles Jack. The NFL 

should have taken those two guys higher, and I think they will take Jack highly, but I think it’s because 

they’ll believe they have a true outside linebacker that can be aggressive in the front seven, but I’m not 

so sure traditional OLB is in Jack’s heart or main skill set. He’s athletic enough and built to do it for sure. 

It just doesn’t seem to be his game from watching his tape. 

What is a really big, really athletic cover linebacker/cover safety worth to your NFL team? 

  

Myles Jack, Through the Lens of Our OLB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

In his three games played in 2015, before his season-ending knee injury, Jack averaged 5.0 tackles per 

game with 0.0 sacks and 0.0 TFLs…stats/output that undrafted free agent prospects would laugh at. In 

Jack’s last eight college games, he averaged 5.2 tackles per game…two games with just one tackle in the 

game, another game with only two tackles—this is not indicative of what most people believe about 

Jack. 

Some of Jack’s poor ‘stats’ can be blamed on that fact that he drops back into coverage a lot, and it’s 

legit, but to that I say…‘of course’. That’s what Jack does—he drops into coverage. Why didn’t UCLA use 

him to bum rush the backfield more often given his supposed ultra-speed and athleticism? I wouldn’t 

want to waste a massive weapon like this in coverage. I’d want him playing all over the front seven…that 

is, unless I knew his heart wasn’t in it or his skills didn’t fit there…and that he was hurting the team that 

way. Jack did rush the passer/backfield many times in games I watched…and 1.0 sacks in 29 career 

games from the great OLB prospect of the modern era…why? That number, that thought should haunt 

teams picking him in the top 5. He may still be worth it, but it’s a red flag. 

In his debut as a running back, Jack rushed for 120 yards on just six carries as a freshman vs. Arizona. 

The following week he ran the ball 13 for 59 yards, and 4 TDs. He rushed for 7 TDs in his first four 
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appearances at RB, as a freshman. He sporadically carries the ball after that, but more concentrated on 

defense. Watching him as a running back at UCLA gives me more belief in Jack. As a runner of the ball, 

he was physical. As I watch him on defense, to me, he’s more finesse. The physical part of him on 

defense may be there...just needing to be unleashed or unlocked in some way.   

We had to assume numbers for Jack on the 40-time and three-cone, because he skipped them at the 

NFL Combine, and at his Pro Day. All his ‘skipping’ scares me. If he’s got better speed-agility than we are 

projecting, than he’s a #1 overall prospect. I don’t want to over-assume…and the fact that he is skipping 

it should make you nervous. If he stepped up and ran a 4.50 or better…he’d be the #1 pick overall. If he 

could, I think he would…but his ducking likely means he is more in the 4.6-range, perhaps—and thus a 

top 10 or so prospect, possibly an argument for #1 in a weak draft class. 

 

The Historical OLB Prospects to Whom Myles Jack Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Sean Weatherspoon is about as close as we can get here (before he got worn down). It’s hard to profile 

Jack because his numbers as an OLB are weak, but again it’s due to the fact he drops into coverage so 

much. A little bit of Ryan Shazier is showing here, but I thought Shazier was exponentially better in our 

studies of tape and output. 

 

DT 
Grade 

Last First Draft 
Yr 

College H H W 
 

Tackle 
Strgth 
Metric 

Spd 
Agil 

Metric 

Pass 
Rush 

Metric 

9.528 Jack Myles 2016 UCLA 6 1.0 245 
 

8.56 10.51 7.86 

10.512 Weatherspoon Sean 2010 Missouri 6 1.2 239 
 

10.85 8.42 7.29 

10.839 Curry Aaron 2009 Wake Forest 6 1.6 254 
 

10.02 8.36 7.13 

13.176 Shazier Ryan 2014 Ohio State 6 1.0 237 
 

10.04 12.03 10.60 

9.129 Burris Miles 2012 SD State 6 1.5 246 
 

7.33 9.31 7.91 

7.359 Norwood Eric 2010 So Carolina 6 0.7 242 
 

8.43 7.77 6.95 

5.152 Green Jeremiah 2013 Nevada 6 1.1 245 
 

6.75 10.27 10.66 

6.974 Anthony Stephone 2015 Clemson 6 2.5 243 
 

7.56 7.95 6.81 

 

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of LBs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. 

A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability of becoming an 

NFL elite LB. 

All of the LB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in certain 

instances. 
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Tackle-Strength Metrics = A combination of several physical and performance measurements. An 

attempt to classify the LB prospect's ability to stop the run, as well as a gauge of how physical the player 

is and the likelihood of higher tackle counts in the NFL. All based on profiles of LBs historically. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, and size measurements...as well as game 

performance data to profile a LB for speed/agility based on LBs historically. A unique measuring system 

to look for LBs that profile for quickness, pass-coverage ability, and general ability to cover more ground. 

Pass Rush Metrics = A combination of the physical measurements, but also proven on-field ability to get 

to the QB/backfield in college. 

  

 

2016 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Sean Weatherspoon is about as close as we can get here (before he got worn down). It’s hard to profile 

Jack because his numbers as an OLB are weak, but again it’s due to the fact he drops into coverage so 

much. A little bit of Ryan Shazier is showing here, but I thought Shazier was exponentially better in our 

studies of tape and output. 

  

[table id=247 /] 

  

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of LBs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. 

A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability of becoming an 

NFL elite LB. 

All of the LB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in certain 

instances. 

Tackle-Strength Metrics = A combination of several physical and performance measurements. An 

attempt to classify the LB prospect’s ability to stop the run, as well as to gauge how physical the player 

is, and the likelihood of higher tackle counts in the NFL. All based on profiles of LBs historically. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, and size measurements...as well as game 

performance data to profile a LB for speed/agility based on LBs historically. A unique measuring system 

to look for LBs that profile for quickness, pass-coverage ability, and general ability to cover more ground. 

Pass Rush Metrics = A combination of the physical measurements, but also proven on-field ability to get 

to the QB/backfield in college. 
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2016 NFL Draft outlook... 

Most every mock draft has Myles Jack among the top 5 picks overall. He’s a sexy top 5 guy, in a very 

unsexy draft. He’s the guy whom all teams secretly want to draft, because how often do you see a guy 

Jack’s size that moves around like a cornerback, and was a successful running back in a major 

conference? His highlight reel is delicious. His every play, every game, hours of tape is not as impressive, 

per se. But it doesn’t matter. I think the die has been cast at Myles Jack will be a top five pick for sure. If 

a team confirms his speed is really shocking like 4.4’s, with a sub-7.0 three-cone…he could be/should be 

the #1 pick overall. 

If I were an NFL GM, and I had a top 5 pick, I would have to consider Myles Jack. Even with the question 

marks on speed-agility that I have. His movement on tape foretells he might be something special. What 

if my coaches could unlock a better outside linebacker…a better tackler and pass-rusher? Could I 

actually have a prospect that could lead the league in sacks and interceptions simultaneously? Because 

you first laughed, but then because you also thought my statement was actually possible—it 

means Myles Jack is one of the top 5 prospects in this draft. Even if he goes on to bust, he warrants 

someone taking a big ‘swing and a miss’ attempt at him. 

There are not many humans built like this, and when you get a chance to get your hands on one—you 

have to take a shot. Vernon Hargreaves and Jalen Ramsey are not unique. Myles Jack is. Carson 

Wentz and Jared Goff will be debated among the top five, and even if your team needed a quarterback 

desperately, there’s an argument to be made that you take Myles Jack ahead of them because of how 

unique, possibly special he is. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

It’s going to be an interesting ride for Myles Jack in the NFL. He’s going to be taken with such fanfare, 

and a lot of eyes will be on him all rookie year. I think he could run into early trouble if a team forces him 

to play a true run-stopping/rush-the-passer version of outside linebacker. That doesn’t seem to his 

favorite thing to do. If a team puts him in that hybrid linebacker/safety role, and just lets him do his 

thing—he’s probably going to make several impressive plays in coverage on tight ends, and chase down 

running backs catching short passes out of the backfield, and you’ll get to see his skills on display. How 

an NFL team uses him will dictate whether he goes on to be quietly good, maybe even mildly 

disappointing, or whether he’s considered a Pro Bowl talent right off the bat. 
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