
 2017 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

JANUARY 12, 2017 

 

 
 

College Football Metrics| 1  
 

NFL Draft 2017 Scouting Report: QB Chad Kelly, Ole 

Miss 

*Our QB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available.  

 

The Chad Kelly prospect ratings/rankings are all over the board in January 2017. I've seen him sitting #1 

among QBs on one national draft website. Mostly he's between #5-8 on mainstream sites like CBS, 

ESPN. Mel Kiper didn’t list him in his early top 10 QB prospects. Why all the variation? 

To me, any draft service that rates Chad Kelly among their top 10 quarterbacks is out of their mind…and 

typical of analysts early in the process. I don’t believe Kelly will be drafted, and if he is it will be very late 

in the draft…and whatever team that does so should fire their General Manager 30 seconds later. Of 

right mind and good at your job…you cannot burn a draft pick on Chad Kelly. 

Let's just put a pin in any discussion of his ability. He has a good arm. He has some pedigree (nephew of 

former Bills' HOF QB Jim Kelly). He did a solid/nice job in the SEC. He's not awful, but he's not extremely 

gifted either. He's OK. Keep that in mind – he's 3rd-5th round draft pick on physical skills the NFL likes 

(undraftable for me on his skills). So have that context that he has some tools. 

Here's all the other stuff to know about Kelly… 

-- Initially recruited to Clemson, but when he didn't get the playing time he thought he deserved he blew 

up at coaches on the sidelines and was kicked off the team soon after. He also had incidents with 

Clemson fans in the parking lot during his short stint. 

-- Goes to Junior College. Rehabs his image. Kinda. Is offered a scholarship to Ole Miss. Accepts. Gets 

arrested a week in later in a fight outside a bar in Buffalo…where there were claims of threats to shoot 

people. 

-- Apparently, cleans up his off-field life. Ole Miss sticks by him. He starts at quarterback in 2015 and 

2016, but his 2016 season is cut short by an ACL injury/knee surgery after a 4-5 season at Ole Miss (1-4 

in conference). 

-- He's a big trash talker on Twitter (I guess we'd call that ' Presidential' these days), and made a rap song 

about himself (charming). 

The guy has had all kinds of off-field rages and inappropriate behavior for years, but can throw a football 

well and has a famous uncle…so 'extra chances'. I've watched/studied Kelly in interviews and press 

conferences – he is a major turn off. No one in their right mind could sit with him and not see right 

through him – talks like a teenager who wants to be cool…and knows he's 'cooler' than you. He tries to 
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say the right things now, but the real him is dripping off of himself the longer he talks. I suspect he'll 

butcher his personal interviews at the Senior Bowl week, and begin drifting out of the top 10 QB 

prospect group…and eventually out of the draft. Any team that makes this pick – their fans should have 

no hope for them under current management. 

If Kelly were some great QB talent it would be one thing, but he isn't. He's bad scout's wet dream – 'big 

arm' with some mobility (not a ton, but not a stiff). He has been shockingly good against Alabama – 6 

TDs/1 INT in two games (1-1 record) the past two seasons. Aside from Alabama, Kelly has thrown 20 

TDs/13 INTs in his other 11 career SEC games (6-5 record)…not 'great' in top prospect terms. I watched 

his Alabama games. I wasn't 'wowed' with his play. He was OK and had some good fortune. Was up 24-3 

on Alabama this year and then he got pretty well stomped from there after a hot start, eventually losing 

the game. 

I watched him in various game tapes of his last two seasons, but I really honed in on the Alabama and 

Florida State matchups in 2016. They were a representation of most of what I saw over two years – 

strong arm, nice ability to deliver the ball to where the receivers were, weak at reading defenses, bailed 

out a lot by talented WRs. 

When I think of a typical Chad Kelly play it's him deciding to throw over the middle, whether it was open 

or not, with enough arm velocity and touch to put it on/near the receiver…and if not open sometimes 

the WR made a great adjustment for the catch or the defenses made a play to thwart it. Too many times 

he tried to force things that weren't there. More on that in a moment. 

Kelly reminds me of a Robo-QB. Taller than most with some arm talent growing up, but had Jim Kelly as 

an uncle. So, Chad probably went to every elite camp and had the best trainers money could buy. You 

can tell there's a polish – he has good mechanics, decent touch, and knows how to execute on back 

shoulder timing throws. However, you can also tell that there is something money can't buy – instinct or 

moxie. He has the mentality that he can make any throw and he wants the showy play versus the smart 

one. Under duress, he's going to try to make something happen. He's looking for the highlight throw and 

not thinking about the big picture of the game. A football game is just a showcase for him and for him 

getting attention. He's not a maestro. He's the worst…a self-absorbed, dim-witted guy who got all the 

chances handed to him…and that's what probably he did him in. He's not a grinder. He's pampered 

royalty. 

  

Chad Kelly, Through the Lens of Our QB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Speaking of bad decisions – 10 INTs in nine games in 2017. 21 INTs in his last 19 games. He's not 

cautious with the ball. He's not erratic, more so he just thinks he's better than he is. It's a shame 

because tools are there. 
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On the bright side – 9 games with 3 or more TD passes, and 12 games with 300+ yards passing the last 

two seasons. He also threw the ball a ton. Was #2 in the SEC in pass attempts in 2015, and was trending 

to #1 in 2016 before he got hurt. Lots of opportunities, so lots of yards, TDs, and interceptions. Was #2 

in INTs in the SEC in 2015 and was pacing #1 for 2016 before his injury. 

If Blake Bortles or Tyler Bray are not on our computer model comparison in the next section, I'll be 

surprised. Kelly reminds me a lot of Tyler Bray (Tennessee Vols star…KC draft pick…NFL bust). On second 

thought, they might not show because Kelly is not a very tall QB 6'1" or 6'2"…which is another scouting 

problem for Kelly translating to the NFL. 

Kelly can run a little, but I would not call him a dual threat QB. He ran for 40 or more yards in a game 10 

times. Ran for 70+ yards five times. Rushed for 11 TDs in his last 13 games. I didn’t see anything special 

about his running skills. Looks like a 4.75+ 40-time runner. 

 

The Historical QB Prospects to Whom Chad Kelly Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

It's a collection of failed-at-the-NFL-level QBs and many of them from the SEC. I almost forgot how awful 

a prospect Tyler Wilson was – and more than a few people had Wilson as their top QB for the 2013 NFL 

Draft in January of that draft season. Bray is on here, but I dropped the physical height match a bit to 

make it happen – their internals in our system saw similarities, but in similar in physical size. 

 

QB 
Grade 

Name Yr College H W Adj. 
Comp. 

Pct. 

Adj. 
Yds per 
Comp 

Adj. 
Pass 

per TD 

Adj. 
Pass 

per INT 

3.31 Kelly, Chad 2017 Ole Miss 73.5 224 61.2% 14.0 17.3 36.3 

1.83 Pachall, Casey 2014 TCU 75.5 230 55.4% 12.8 18.1 27.7 

-2.99 Wilson, Tyler 2013 Arkansas 73.5 218 58.9% 13.0 25.4 24.8 

5.24 Smith, Rusty 2010 Fla Atlantic 77.0 224 57.6% 12.1 23.9 27.9 

-1.46 Bray, Tyler 2013 Tennessee 77.1 215 53.7% 12.3 19.9 23.9 

6.28 Driskel, Jeff 2016 La Tech 75.5 230 61.1% 12.8 21.3 45.9 

9.25 Goff, Jared 2016 Cal 75.5 215 63.6% 13.2 14.5 39.0 

 

*“Adj” = A view of adjusted college output in our system…adjusted for strength of opponent. 

**A score of 8.5+ is where we see a stronger correlation of QBs going onto become NFL good-to-great. 

A scouting score of 9.5+ is rarefied air—higher potential for becoming great-to-elite. 
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QBs scoring 6.0–8.0 are finding more success in the new passing era of the NFL (2014–on). Depending 

upon system and surrounding weapons, a 6.0–8.0 rated QB can do fine in today’s NFL—with the right 

circumstances…but they are not ‘the next Tom Brady’ guys, just NFL-useful guys. 

 

2017 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I want to say there is no way that Kelly gets drafted, but I know the NFL – this is their kinda guy. Strong 

arm. Some college results in a power conference. Some pedigree…a legacy, of sorts. Can throw it where 

you tell him to…just don’t ask him to make good decisions on his own. I'll say 6th round is where he goes 

because he got a Senior Bowl invite and most NFL teams are awful at this (properly analyzing and 

drafting prospects). 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Even if Kelly isn't drafted, he's going to get a shot somewhere in the summer. It's almost a guarantee. I 

suspect he'll bounce around the league as a practice squad QB for a few years and then quietly 

disappear. I don’t ever see him starting on purpose in the NFL. 
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