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NFL Draft 2015 Scouting Report: CB Byron Jones, U Conn. 

*CB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update info as it becomes available.  

 

When it comes down to it in March 2015, our top CB prospects are Byron Jones and Eric Rowe…with 

Wake Forest’s Kevin Johnson among a few others some steps behind. We see them all far superior to 

the mainstream loves: Trae Waynes and Jalen Collins. The question is—which one is better: Rowe or 

Jones? 

While we like them both, you have to give a slight nod to Byron Jones as the best CB prospect in this 

draft. 

Obviously, what grabs your attention with Jones is what he did at the NFL Combine: a likely 4.3s runner 

(didn’t test 40-time at Combine) with superior agility at the Combine, and a surreal 44.5” vertical along 

with a 12’3” broad jump. His athleticism is ‘all time’. Before you get into the issue of whether he is any 

good at playing CB or not, you first have to acknowledge he is the best athlete among the CB prospects 

in 2015…and maybe the best in years. 

When you learn more about Jones’ background, you become a bigger fan: Academic All-Conference 

awards. Team Captain. A guy who started as a Safety, and then moved to CB. 

When you watch him on tape…nothing makes you lose faith in the claim that he is the best CB in this 

draft. His athleticism allows him to mirror WRs as you would expect. My best example of why Jones is so 

special a CB prospect: I recall when he shut down Michigan’s speedy and college-successful WR, now 

New England Patriot, Jeremy Gallon. At times, Jones switched off to cover Devin Funchess in that same 

game…and locked him up too. Funchess is a small TE playing WR, and Jones has the physical nature to 

take on a player like that—Jones is over six-foot and can leap 44.5” inches with long arms (32”) and big 

hands (10”)…plus he is a former Safety. He can hang with the Jeremy Gallon’s, and do work against 

the Devin Funchess’s—you have rare few that can do that as a CB, and who are also radically more 

athletic than any of the receivers they are covering. 

The only small negative I see is Jones producing just 10 bench reps at the NFL Combine—that’s flimsy, 

but upgradeable. I would have hoped for more, but he is coming off a shoulder injury (more on that 

below). Perhaps, a fully healed Jones pumps 15+ reps? Still, Jones show no signs of weakness or getting 

out-muscled on tape pre-injury. He presses right up on WRs off the line, and makes tackles in the open 

field on all comers. I don’t know how Jones is not the hands down #1 CB in this class. 

Jones only played seven games in 2014 due to a torn labrum, and missed the rest of the season. As long 

as that injury checks out—he should be the top CB in this class. Supposedly, his training for the NFL 
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Combine was delayed/hit & miss as he recovered from his shoulder injury. Can you imagine what he 

would have accomplished if he had prepared fully? 

  

Byron Jones, Through the Lens of Our CB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

We’ve already discussed how amazing Jones was at the NFL Combine. Here are his rankings from the 

Combine vs. the other top CB names: 

  

40-time: 

4.31 = Waynes, MSU 

4.38 = Jones, UConn (projected) 

4.45 = Rowe, Utah 

4.48 = Collins, LSU 

Jones may be as fast as Waynes, but we’ll see. If he runs in the 4.3s at his Pro Day—he’s going into 

everyone’s 1st-round. He already should be. 

  

Height: 

73.4” = Collins, LSU 

72.6” = Rowe, Utah 

72.5” = Jones, UConn 

72.1 = Waynes, MSU 

No major differentiators here. 

  

Bench Reps: 

19 = Rowe, Utah 

19 = Waynes, MSU 

10 = Jones, UConn 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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?? = Collins, LSU 

Again, with the labrum surgery healing—there may be more upside on this number with Jones. 

  

Vertical: 

44” = Jones, UConn 

39” = Rowe, Utah 

38” = Waynes, MSU 

36” = Collins, LSU 

Jones was surreal at the Combine in vertical and broad jump, which takes away from the fact the other 

top guys put up nice numbers here too. 

  

Three-Cone: 

6.70 = Rowe, Utah 

6.77 = Collins, LSU 

6.78 = Jones, UConn 

7.06 = Waynes, MSU 

Those first three times are terrific. Jones is with the high-end group here.   

  

Broad Jump… 

12’3” = Jones, UConn 

10’5” = Rowe, Utah 

10’4” = Collins, LSU 

10’2” = Waynes, MSU 

Simply amazing by Jones. One of the best of all-time. 
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Tackles per game in 2014: 

5.0 = Jones, UConn 

4.9= Rowe, Utah 

3.5 = Waynes, MSU 

2.9 = Collins, LSU 

Jones was still a hitter playing CB this year. The best of the bunch on a per game basis here. 

  

Passes defended per game top college season: 

0.92 = Rowe, Utah 

0.69 = Collins, LSU 

0.67 = Jones, UConn 

0.62 = Waynes, MSU 

Jones produced a decent number, but nothing great. He was avoided as a CB, and did not get as many 

PD chances working as a Safety at times. 

  

Jones is the best athlete all around among this group. He has a physical, tackler’s mindset from his days 

as a Safety. He has the size, reach, vertical, hands, speed to be the best constructed CB prospect. Our 

computer models project that he is just that—the best CB prospect in the 2015 class. 

 

 

 

The Historical CB Prospects to Whom Byron Jones Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

A lot of big names on here…lofty aspirations for Jones. I could see Jones as a smarter, taller, better 

reach, less aggressive Bradley Roby. He could be a ‘next Darrelle Revis’ in time. That’s a big statement—

and that’s why we have him sitting #1 among all CB prospects. 
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CB 
Grade 

Last First Draft 
Yr 

College H H W Cover 
Rating 

Speed 
Metrics 

Agility 
Metric 

Tackle 
Metric 

9.05 Jones Byron 2015 UConn 6 0.5 199 9.14 8.76 10.97 8.11 

8.84 Roby Bradley 2014 Ohio State 5 11.2 194 10.21 6.54 10.34 8.95 

10.01 Talib Aqib 2008 Kansas 6 0.6 202 16.40 6.32 8.14 7.68 

8.88 Routt Stanford 2005 Houston 6 1.3 193 8.35 10.09 10.94 7.54 

9.15 Trufant Desm. 2013 Washington 5 11.5 190 9.85 8.32 11.15 7.57 

10.98 Revis Darrelle 2007 Pitt 5 11.4 204 11.00 10.50 10.87 7.52 

7.53 Ghee Brandon 2010 Wake Forest 5 11.5 192 7.04 7.46 8.60 7.69 

7.28 Graham Corey 2007 N. Hampshire 5 11.7 195 7.79 8.07 7.07 9.03 

7.27 Amukamara Prince 2011 Nebraska 6 0.0 206 7.69 8.20 6.09 8.19 

 

 

*The ratings are based on a 1–10 rating scale, but a prospect can score over 10.0+ and less than 0.0 

OVERALL RATING -- We merge the data from physical measurables, skill times/counts from the NFL 

Combine/Pro Days, with college performance data available on pass coverage/tackles, etc. and grade it 

compared to our database history of all college CBs, with a focus on which CBs went on to be good-

great-elite in the NFL. We found characteristics/data points that the successful NFL CBs had in common 

in college, that most other CB prospects could not match/achieve. 

Scoring with a rating over a 7.00+ in our system is where we start to take a CB prospect more seriously. 

Most of the future NFL successful college CBs scored 8.00+, and most of the NFL superior CBs pushed 

scores more in the 9.00+ levels...and future NFL busts will sneak in there from time to time. 10.00+ is 

where most of the elite NFL CBs tend to score in our system analysis. 

COVERAGE -- A combination of on-field data/performance and physical profile data 

SPEED -- Measurables from a perspective of straight-line speed, burst, etc. 

AGILITY -- Measurables for lateral movements, quick cuts, body type, speed, etc.  

POWER -- A look at physical size, tackling productivity in college, other physical measurables. One of 

the side benefits/intentions here, is to see which CBs may be more of a model for a conversion to playing 

safety successfully in the NFL. Also denotes CBs who are more physical/will have higher tackle 

totals...over pure speed/coverage CBs. 
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2015 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Jones is top-25 overall prospect for some analysts, and not in the top-60 for others. The world is not up-

to-speed on him fully. When they are, he’ll replace Trae Waynes as the top CB prospect in the draft and 

be selected among the top-15…worst case, he’ll be a 1st-rounder somewhere. 

If I were an NFL GM, this is a tricky one. I’m beyond tickled that I think I can get him late 1st-

round…today. I know the price is going to rise the closer to draft day. However, at this stage, with not all 

our evaluations in—I could foresee Jones as possibly the single highest ranked prospect on our board 

come draft day…so I’d take him wherever I thought I could get away with it at. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

If Jones goes early in the draft, he’ll have some pressure to play instantly. I hope he goes a little later to 

a team that has no immediate need, and he can gain some experience for half-a-season. Either way, it 

will only be a matter of time before he is a respected NFL CB…and over time, he might be one of the 

best. If it all goes to hell, he can be a sensational Free Safety for a team. 
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