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NFL Draft 2016 Scouting Report: ILB Blake Martinez, 

Stanford 

*Our LB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

  

If someone wanted to make the argument that Stanford's Blake Martinez was the best ILB prospect in 

the 2016 draft class, I would not fight them on it. I've not seen an ILB prospect from this 2016 class yet 

that has blown me away. I see a few good/solid ones, but have not found an obvious elite ILB prospect 

yet. Arguably, the closest to 'great' in this 2016 ILB class may be Blake Martinez. 

I don't believe there is a better all-around athlete among the ILB group, at least from the NFL Combine, 

than Martinez. He has above-average speed with above average/very good agility. His measurables are 

knocking on the door of 'possibly great' (at ILB). 

Martinez is not just an interesting prospect because of his athleticism, but he's also a really nice all-

around player…a well-rounded inside linebacker. I was more impressed with his tape than any top ILB in 

this class so far. Martinez is very smart, very smooth and he has nice instincts for where he needs to be 

on a given play. No inside linebacker can sniff out a developing screen or swing pass out of the backfield 

like Martinez. It's almost like he has a tracking device on some plays, a sixth sense about what's 

happening. If Martinez is a Pro Bowl/superstar-caliber NFL linebacker in the future, it will be because of 

his ability to identify and chase passing plays coming out of the backfield – in this era where offenses are 

going to be converting to using the running back in the passing game more than wide receivers. The NFL 

needs linebackers with the athleticism to chase those running backs, which Martinez has…but he also 

has an X-factor – an innate ability to identify and move to these plays before they fully develop; and it 

becomes too late. I was wildly impressed with everything Martinez did on tape. He's a sound tackler 

with 'plus' athleticism (for an ILB), with stellar instincts. 

Martinez may not have the gaudy TFL numbers that some top ILB prospects have, but you have to 

consider that Martinez dropped into coverage quite a bit. I watched Reggie Ragland do the same, but 

Martinez is a little quicker of an athlete compared to Ragland. They are about the same height (6′1″+), 

but Ragland has 10 extra pounds of frame. They nearly ran identical 40-times (4.71 Martinez and 4.72 

Ragland), and they had similar results in most of their times and measurements, with one difference – 

Martinez ran with one of the best agility/three-cone times at the NFL Combine (6.98), while Ragland has 

been conveniently skipping the agility timing in pre-draft workouts. When I watch them on tape, my 

eyes say Martinez is more nimble in coverage and better at avoiding blockers to get to a ballcarrier than 

Ragland…because he has more nimble feet than Ragland. 
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Martinez is not exponentially better than Ragland overall, but I think he might be a shade better…or at 

least equal/in a debate. Why the mainstream thinks Ragland is a top 25 overall prospect, and Martinez is 

a day-three draft prospect, I have no idea. 

Via my eyes and gut, so far in the scouting process, I see Martinez as arguably the best ILB prospect in 

this draft. I don't see enough identifiers to say that he's a for-sure NFL future 'great', but he's really 

good, and I could see 'great' potentially. Because of his cover skills, he may be the dawning-of-a-new-era 

ILB prospect…one that makes us rethink our scouting algorithms as the need for ILBs who can tackle, but 

who can also cover a variety of pass situations, becomes the hottest thing in middle linebackers. 

  

Blake Martinez, Through the Lens of Our ILB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Martinez dropped back in coverage quite often, and still managed to make 9.9 tackles per game in 2015. 

He led the PAC-12 in total tackles in 2015…making nine or more tackles in a game in 10 of 14 games. 

In road or neutral field games, Martinez averaged 10.5 tackles per game. Facing USC three times in the 

past two seasons, Martinez posted 11.3 tackles per game against the Trojans. 

Speaking to Martinez's ability to drop back into coverage… 

  

Passes Defended (PDs) in their final season in college: 

7 = Ragland, Alabama 

6 = Martinez, Stanford 

5 = Ryan Shazier, Ohio State (2014) 

5 = Matakevich, Temple 

3 = Brothers, Missouri 

2 = Eric Kendricks, UCLA (2015) 

0 = Wright, Arizona (this was in 2014…his PAC-12/National Defensive Player of the Year season) 

 At the NFL Combine, Martinez produced the second-fastest 40-time (4.71) and three-cone (6.98) among 

ILB prospects. He was third in the bench press (22 reps) and short shuttle (4.20). He led all ILB prospects 

with a 1.61 10-yard split time.  
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The Historical ILB Prospects to Whom Blake Martinez Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

The list of comparisons is impressive. However, our computer scouting models say Martinez is more of a 

'poor man's' version of these luminaries…but the computer acknowledges that the upside for Martinez 

to rise up to become like these players exists. 

 

ILB 
Score 

Last First Yr 
 

College H H W   Tackle, 
Strngth 
Metric 

Speed, 
Agility 
Metric 

7.718 Martinez Blake 2016 Stanford 6 1.5 237 
 

8.12 6.99 

8.319 Lee Sean 2010 Penn State 6 2.1 236 
 

7.33 6.37 

11.505 Posluszny Paul 2007 Penn State 6 1.5 238 
 

8.08 6.71 

10.761 Jackson D'Qwell 2006 Maryland 6 0.4 230 
 

8.32 4.08 

9.550 Ogletree Alec 2013 Georgia 6 2.4 242 
 

9.20 6.09 

8.842 Greenway Chad 2006 Iowa 6 2.4 242 
 

9.55 4.35 

7.880 Ryan Jake 2015 Michigan 6 2.3 240 
 

8.45 7.65 

7.214 Mohamed Mike 2011 Cal 6 3.0 239 
 

7.26 5.86 

 

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of LBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an NFL elite LB. 

All of the LB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Tackle-Strength Metrics = A combination of several physical and performance measurements. An attempt 

to classify the LB prospect's ability to stop the run, as well as to gauge how physical the player is, and the 

likelihood of higher tackle counts in the NFL. All based on profiles of LBs historically. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, and size measurements...as well as game 

performance data to profile a LB for speed/agility based on LBs historically. A unique measuring system 

to look for LBs that profile for quickness, pass-coverage ability, and general ability to cover more 

ground. 

 

2016 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Apparently, I'm kinda alone in my enthusiasm about Blake Martinez, because I see him with mostly 

third- and fourth-round grades in mock drafts. No one I know of is discussing him as the single-best ILB 

prospect in this draft, but I believe that label is on the table. The consensus will rule on this come the 
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draft, so I assume he'll go in the early fourth round. Stanford has a good reputation, so I think he'll go 

top 125, perhaps sneaking into the top 100 on draft day. 

If I were an NFL GM, and I had need for an ILB boost, I'd have my eye directly on Blake Martinez. I'm 

sure Reggie Ragland will be fine. Kentrell Brothers can be intriguing. Those two guys are NFL options, 

but they're also going to cost a heavier draft price. I can get Martinez at a much better value, so he'd be 

the prospect I'd be targeting for great value. He's an absolute steal in the fourth round, and it's 

ridiculous if he lasts until the fifth round. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

I think Martinez will crack a starting lineup pretty quickly in the NFL. He could play outside linebacker in 

a 4-3 scheme if needed. I like him more as an inside linebacker, I'd love him as a 3-4 ILB. His gift for 

identifying short passing plays is going to get him into an NFL lineup quickly. I think there's a huge upside 

with Martinez, and I would not be shocked if he was not only good in the NFL, but worked his way to a 

Pro Bowl type status overtime. I wouldn't guarantee it, but I think it's on the table…more on the table 

than it is with Reggie Ragland. 
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