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NFL Draft 2017 Scouting Report: WR Cooper Kupp, E. 

Washington 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for "Big-WR," a classification we use to separate the more physical, downfield/over-the-

top, heavy-red-zone-threat-type WRs. Our WR-S/"Small-WRs" are profiled by our computer more as slot 

and/or possession-type WRs who are less typically physical and rely more on speed/agility to operate 

underneath the defense and/or use big speed to get open deep...they are not used as weapons in the red 

zone as much.  

  

We have graded Zay Jones and Cooper Kupp as arguably the top two wide receivers in the 2017 NFL 

Draft as of this writing. Corey Davis seems like the only challenger to either of them (but no Pro Day 

data on Davis yet). It's crazy that the two best WR prospects in the draft could both go in the second 

round. 

I'm not sure what to say about Cooper Kupp that hasn't already been said by me and others up to now. 

The problem is that mainstream analysts shower him with accolades and then project him in the late-

second or third round of the draft. He's a first-round pick if anyone is paying attention. 

What most people will tell you – Kupp is an amazingly talented wide receiver and blew up the stat sheets 

every season/game he was in, and then went and impressed all at the Senior Bowl week. He is an ace 

route runner. He has meticulous hands. I'm not sure I've ever seen him drop a pass. He will kill in the 

NFL as a technician, a student of the position and of his opponents. Everyone likes him and 

acknowledges those reasons…and then they drop an outside-the-top-50 overall grade on him. 

Scouts already distrust FCS wide receiver prospects as it is, but when Kupp ran a mediocre/slower 4.62 

40-time at the NFL Combine, he was written off as 'not worthy' of a high ranking. Breakaway speed is 

not Kupp's gift. It's his hands and sharp cuts/meticulous route-running that win the day. I acknowledge if 

he ran in the 4.4s it would make him arguably the best WR prospect out there, but you can live with a 

low 4.6 40-time given all the other attributes. He can still be the best at a 4.62 40-time. 

Some people dismiss his amazing output because of the FCS competition. It’s a valid discussion point, 

but I watched all of Kupp's tape versus D1 schools…and he kicked their asses worse than the FCS schools 

(you'll see the data in the next section). Trust me…'level of competition' didn't 'make' Kupp. 

The three paragraphs above are what most people will mention about Kupp. Here are some other things 

to consider… 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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-- Kupp may be the hardest working player in the draft. He won awards for his work on the scout team 

as a freshman (while redshirting). I've seen the coaches talk about this – that Kupp worked harder 

studying the opponents as a redshirt than the starters did. And that he practiced harder than anyone did 

as well…and did so all the way through his career. No one is going to outwork him. 

-- Kupp has impeccable character. Never takes days or plays off. Was a three-time academic All-

American at the FCS level. 

-- He is fearless over the middle in the passing game. He has a Julian Edelman/Wes Welker mindset – he 

exploits holes in coverage, catches passes without hesitating, and heads up the field so swiftly that he 

defies some of the more athletic DBs trying to stop him. 

His ability to plant his foot and change directions is effortless and brilliant. It's what make him so good 

after simple catches. He usually spins away from a tackle and finds yards where you didn't think there 

were any. 

-- His grandfather was a guard for New Orleans and was a five-time captain and enshrined into the 

Saints' Hall of Fame. His dad was a backup NFL QB for a number of years. Football savvy and hard work 

are in Cooper's DNA. 

Kupp also worked the Manning Passing Academy as a receiver and instantly caught the attention of 

Peyton and Eli Manning. 

  

Maybe Kupp gets drafted onto a crappy team and has to wait a few years before finding success. Or, 

maybe, he hits the right team and is an instant starter and producer. Whatever happens…eventually, 

Kupp is going to be an impact wide receiver in the NFL. 

  

Cooper Kupp, Through the Lens of Our WR Scouting Algorithm: 
 

The career, season and individual game records Kupp set in college are numerous, as are all the awards 

he's won. His EWU bio page is like a mile long of records and awards. I would just like to point out a 

couple things off the beaten path in his numbers… 

-- Facing D1 teams in his career (five times)… 

5 catches for 119 yards and 2 TDs vs. Oregon State (his college debut/2013) 

5-70-1 vs. Toledo (2013) 

8-145-3 vs. Washington (2014) 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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15-246-3 vs. Oregon (2015) 

12-206-3 vs. Washington State (2016) 

Five games vs. D1 opponents and Kupp averaged 9.0 catches for 157.2 yards and 2.4 TDs per game 

against them. 

  

-- In the past three seasons, Kupp returned 23 punts…three of them for TDs 

-- Kupp is 7-of-10 passing in college with 4 TDs/0 INTs. 

-- All in all, Kupp accounted for 81 TDs in his four seasons of college play. 

  

Kupp's college career was simply amazing…and remember – he was not given offers by the big schools 

coming out high school. 

  

NFL Combine data… 

6.1′5″/204, 31.5″ arms, 9.5″ hands 

4.62 40-time, 6.75 three-cone, 4.08 shuttle 

31″ vertical, 9′8″ broad jump, DNP bench press 

  

Kupp's stats on Fox Sports: http://www.foxsports.com/college-football/cooper-kupp-player-stats 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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The Historical WR Prospects to Whom Cooper Kupp Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

A better version of Keenan Allen would be one way to put it. Kupp is more like a tall Julian 

Edelman working the inside of the field. He's a better Chris Hogan. The last two names on the list below 

– they might have been NFL stars if not for injury. 

  

WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr 

Last First College H H W Power 
Strngt

h 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metri

c 

Hands
' 

Metric 

8.991 2017 Kupp Cooper E. Washington 6 1.5 204 7.86 6.32 12.26 

7.924 2013 Allen Keenan Cal 6 2.0 206 4.20 5.17 11.63 

6.479 2009 Collie Austin BYU 6 0.7 200 8.97 6.66 8.86 

10.234 2012 Jeffery Alshon South Carolina 6 2.7 213 6.18 8.46 11.87 

6.354 2014 Grant Ryan Tulane 6 0.3 199 6.46 4.51 10.75 

8.367 2012 Sanu Mohamed Rutgers 6 1.7 211 6.79 6.23 9.98 

4.563 2012 White Jordan W. Michigan 5 11.6 208 10.41 4.34 10.41 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Small-WR prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where 

we see a stronger correlation of a Small-WR going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ 

is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Small-

WR. 

All of the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced. Mixed with all the physical measurement metrics, rated historically in our 

database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical-size profiling, bench press 

strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, mixed with 

some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, considering 

the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling for hand size, 

etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and overall this 

projects the combination of performance and physical data for the next level. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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2017 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Most people have Kupp outside the top 50, but I think he'll sneak inside it by draft day. He definitely 

goes within the second round if he doesn’t slip into the late first. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

He can be an NFL star/assassin type WR if he falls in with the right offense/QB. There are odds that he 

gets totally overlooked/buried in year 1–2, but eventually he'll break through and be a 100+ catch a 

season guy in the NFL. 
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