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NFL Draft 2016 Scouting Report: RB Devontae Booker, Utah 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

 

I really don't get the hyper-enthusiasm over Devontae Booker for the 2016 NFL Draft. He has NFL-

worthy speed and agility, it would appear on tape (hasn't been able to do pre-draft running due to a 

season-ending torn meniscus), but there are several holes in his game that are going to be a problem for 

the next level. And it's not like his speed and agility is off the charts. He has a nice burst, and fairly shifty 

feet, but why aren't more people talking about his hands, or his running style? 

As soon as I put on the tape, and I started watching Booker play by play, I felt something was off, 

something was wrong. Right out of the gates I watched his best output game from 2015 (against Cal), 

followed by one of his worst games from 2015 (and maybe his career) against Michigan. It was in the 

Michigan game that I finally figured out what was rubbing me the wrong way. 

Booker has a decent NFL size at 5′11″/215–219 pounds, but he runs the ball like a 200-205-pound 

scatback. Booker is total finesse, and not a between-the-tackles power runner whatsoever. 'Finesse' is a 

nice word for me to say, 'he runs scared'…or ‘runs tentatively’, to be kind. 

I saw it over and over and over on Booker's tape. Once he takes the handoff, he has a primary goal of 

not taking the brunt of any hit. So, if that means he has to dance around in the backfield too long, or try 

a 360 spin move in the open field, or he just goes down easily before a larger gang tackle can occur… 

then that's what's going to happen. The best way I can describe it through my eyes, is that Booker plays 

not to get hurt…he wastes valuable time trying to avoid contact, which makes him seem hesitant, 

indecisive – things NFL coaches hate. If I'm right, then he's going to have a very difficult time at the next 

level when he runs into players who are just as quick as he is, but are much larger, and much more 

aggressive. His hesitations, his ‘cuteness’ on runs is going to get him smoked in the NFL. His worst 

statistical games in 2015 came against the teams with the most NFL-like athletes – Michigan and USC. 

Booker can survive in the NFL for a little while as a tentative/'dancing too much' runner. Just ask Charles 

Sims or Jeremy Langford – it can be done. The problem is that Devontae Booker does not have the 

greatest hands to make himself more useful in the passing game…unlike Charles Sims. In fact, Booker’s 

hands are probably going to be the final nail in the coffin against him transitioning to the NFL. Booker is 

decent enough to be useful for controlling the ball on simple passes, but he has some of the smallest 

hand measurements of any prospect in 2016 (8.5+”). Over the past two seasons, Booker has fumbled 
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the ball nine times, and lost five of them. In nine games last year, he fumbled three times and lost all 

three of them. Part of that is his hand size, and part of it is that he's a pretty frail runner. Additionally, he 

is not a natural catcher of the ball, nor can he snatch passes out of range as fluidly given his smaller 

hands…he limits a team to simple screen passes only/mostly. You cannot expand him into a Dion 

Lewis or David Johnson-type pass game weapon. 

Devontae Booker is not unlike about a billion other running back prospects for the NFL. Guys who can 

run a 4.5 +/- 40-time at 215–220 pounds are not rare species in this era. If Booker had something else to 

offer, I would get more excited, but all he brings to the table with his solid speed-agility is issues I have 

to worry about. Issues with the small hand size. Issue with his aggressiveness, which not only make him 

a shaky runner of the ball, but also make him a tentative, useless blocker. 

If someone told me, "Hey, keep an eye on this kid from Utah named Booker…he's worth a late-round pick 

or UDFA call," I might be inclined to agree. There's NFL athleticism there, something useful as a backup 

emergency starter or special teams athlete. However, when I see him projected as a second-round draft 

pick, I want to lose my mind. Even in this more shallow pool of RB prospects in 2016, I can identify 

several other running backs who are far superior talents than Booker, who do not have any medical 

flags, who I can take later in the draft. To me, Booker is a bit of a sucker's bet for some NFL team in the 

2016 NFL Draft. 

 

 

Devontae Booker, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

I think one of the things that gets people revved up about Booker is the fact that he had several 100+ 

yards rushing games (14), as well as plenty of 150+ yard rushing games (7) for Utah the past few years. I 

would counter that argument by stating – have you seen how many carries he was taking? Sure, Booker 

rushed for big numbers in games, but he was taking a ton of carries as well… In some sense, he was 

taking two games' worth of carries in the single game for Utah. He took 30 or more carries in a game in 

five of his nine games played in 2015 – that's insane. So, it's no shock that he tore his meniscus. The guy 

nearly averaged 30 carries per game in 2015 (29.7). All but three of his 14 games with 100+ yards 

rushing came with him taking 25 or more carries in a game. That's not Booker's fault, and credit to him 

for doing well/holding up over time, but it also gave him an advantage of puffing his numbers up 

statistically. 

When you boil all his 2015 activity down, he ran for only 4.7 yards per carry…underwhelming for a legit 

pro prospect – and his best ypc games coming against the weaker teams he faced. Booker has somehow 

ridden a ton of carries and decent athleticism to top 3–5 rankings in his running back draft class. 
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Against Michigan, UCLA, USC, Stanford, Oregon his numbers were nowhere near where they were 

against all the other middle-range PAC 12 teams and nonconference foes. Eight times Booker faced the 

five teams I just listed in his career/the past two seasons. He averaged 80.5 yards rushing per game on 

20.3 carries per against them…a 3.97 yards-per-carry average. He scored only three rushing TDs in those 

eight games…he averaged 1.0+ rushing TDs against all other teams he faced. 

Everything I look at on Booker perpetually tells me he's a fraud of a top RB prospect. Nice numbers on 

heavy opportunity, weak numbers against better opponents…it's a scam. How he is listed as a top 3 RB 

prospect in this class for some is shocking. I've even seen analysts try to push him as the best RB 

prospect. Totally ridiculous. 

This year's draft has Ezekiel Elliott and Devontae Booker as top names. Last year's draft had Todd 

Gurley and then overlooked David Johnson…sometimes life is not fair. NFL scouts and analysts would 

have told you Booker was better than Johnson this time last year…they probably think it now, today. 

 

 

The Historical RB Prospects to Whom Devontae Booker Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

Cameron Artis-Payne comes up as a match, but I think Artis-Payne is a tougher runner than 

Booker. Javorius (Buck) Allen has some similarities to Booker, but Allen is a much better, faster athlete, 

and a much savvier receiver out of the backfield. Booker is nothing like Allen as a screen and short pass 

game receiver from the RB slot. 

 

RB 
Score 

RB-Re RB-
ru 

Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

6.634 6.70 5.88 Booker Devontae Utah 2016 5 11.0 217 5.78 7.97 

6.323 4.48 6.20 Artis-Payne Cameron Auburn 2015 5 9.6 212 6.85 5.34 

6.456 4.63 5.25 Polk Chris Washington 2012 5 10.6 215 2.20 4.35 

6.819 10.34 6.16 Allen Javorius USC 2015 6 0.4 221 8.68 9.43 

7.104 5.94 7.22 Ingram Mark Alabama 2011 5 9.1 215 6.12 2.15 

5.347 1.95 4.22 Dyer Michael Louisville 2015 5 8.4 217 3.37 4.65 

4.890 2.34 3.48 Cobb Terrance Cumberlands 2014 5 9.6 221 3.26 4.98 
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*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0-10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics—then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search—runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

*RB-Re score = New/testing in 2016. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and quantify a 

prospect’s receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now make 

it/thrive in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills—it is an individual attribute sought out for the 

NFL, and no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving numbers in 

college in relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along with hand-

size measurables, etc. 

*RB-Ru score = New/testing in 2016. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and quantify a RB 

prospect’s ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their rushing numbers in 

college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along 

with various size measurables, etc. 

Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

 

 

2016 NFL Draft Outlook: 

 Everyone seems to think Devontae Booker is going in the second round, so I'll assume that's true. I 

can't believe it, but because Booker cannot do pre-draft workouts due to his torn meniscus, it leaves 

plenty of room for weaker GMs and scouts to just buy the groupthink hype on Booker, since they won't 

have any hard workout data to dispel anything. 

If I were an NFL GM, and one of my scouts came up to me and proposed Booker as a top 60 NFL draft 

pick, I would fire them on the spot. No one should see this guy as a top 60 overall pick based on his 
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talent and the tape, plus considering the garbage value that running backs are in the NFL in general. I 

would bet my life that whatever any of us thinks are the ‘stupid teams’ in the NFL – they are the one 

that will draft him in the top 60. No NFL team with its personnel head screwed on straight can make this 

pick in the top 60, or even top 100. For me, I'm not sure Devontae Booker is a viable, draftable prospect 

given the degradation of the value of running backs. 

 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Booker will likely be taken higher in the draft than he should be, and thus he will have a special draft 

status that will force him to see playing time as soon as possible. I think he'll struggle year one, as he 

gets knocked for not being a good blocker/not picking up the blocking schemes, and he'll get a 'pass' 

from fans and analysts early in his career. He'll see some time in year two, but it won't be anything 

spectacular, and then by year three people will be moving on and will have totally forgotten about him. 

He's a very forgettable NFL prospect. He can hold his own in an emergency. He's not devoid of any 

talent. He's just so limited and unexciting.  
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